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Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 
wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 
ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 
managed by people from all over 
the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone's favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 


IWA CHALLENGE 
BOX 5275 
WILLOWICK, OH 44095 
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no such thing as bad publicity. All that essentially means is that if you can get your 
name in front of the public, for good reasons or bad, you will reap dividends. 

You know what? It's just not true. 

If it were, Vince McMahon, in his most private thoughts, might have been able to find an 
ever-so-thin silver lining in the publicity his company received after the Chris Benoit tragedy. 
If McMahon ever believed in the axiom (and there is ample evidence that he did), he certain- 
ly doesn’t anymore. 

If the signing of Adam “Pacman” Jones turns out to be at best a waste of money and, at 
worst, a public relations nightmare, Jeff Jarrett and Dixie Carter can't say they weren't 
warned. In the days before the rumor of his signing became a reality, personal appeals were 
made to TNA's top decision-makers to reconsider using the services of a man with a rap 
sheet almost as long as Ric Flair's championship resume. 

They didn't listen. After the signing was official, Carter released a public statement that 
seemed to be only a slight rewrite of her Lex Luger statement, something to the effect of 
helping someone who truly wants to turn his life around. Sweet. 

Jarrett's quote wasn’t quite as disingenuous. “For the words TNA to be mentioned four or 
five days straight on every national outlet, that's a positive,” he told foxsports.com’s Alex 
Marvez. “We've gotten mainstream press we've never gotten before. There’s more people 
today that have heard the name TNA Wrestling than at this time last week.” 

But what do they know of TNA? That there is a wrestling company that is willing to set the 
bar of decency even lower than that awful WWE? That's not true, of course; you know it and 
| know it. But what's going through the minds of the uninitiated that Jarrett hopes he’s reach- 
ing? They see a company who is willing to sign a man whose latest charges involve the 
shooting of a man, Tom Urbanski, at a strip club that has left him paralyzed from the waist 
down. A former professional wrestler, no less. 

Carter and Jarrett might be making a desperate ratings and pay-per-view grab and looking 
back in history to a time when a struggling company signed the “Baddest Man On The Planet,” 
immediately reversing its fortunes. I'm talking about the old WWF and former heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson. Yes, in this case, an argument can easily be made that the ends justified 
the means. But even if only the bottom line were to be considered, “Pacman” is no “Iron Mike”. 

While we're taking a historical perspective, let's look at another case where the sport of 
wrestling was damaged by a promoter's insatiable appetite for publicity. For a mention in 
USA Today that actor David Arquette had won the WCW World title, Vince Russo felt it was 
worth tarnishing the achievements of not only the wrestlers who achieved that goal legiti- 
mately, but also those who worked their whole lives to do so and came up short. 

For the same reason that Arquette is not welcome in the annals of this sport's history, 
Jones, whether he wrestles, doesn't wrestle, or just takes time and money away from some- 
one who has lived a good life and worked hard to make it in this business, will not be wel- 
come either. There was a published report that Urbanski's buddy, former wrestler George 
Petraski, thinks there is a possibility “Pacman” was signed just to get him in the ring to mete 
out revenge on his 185-pound body for any role he may have played in the Urbanski shoot- 
ing. Not likely. The courts will have to take care of that. 

In the court of public opinion, however, “Pacman” is already guilty. And so are Jarrett 
and Carter. 


Te IS AN old entertainment industry axiom that goes something like this: There is 


Stu Saks 
Publisher 


Alaven 
Steve Silver 
Philip Varile 
Kevin McElvaney 
Alcastle 

Brian Solomon 
‘Dave Rosenbaum 


ro Wrestinglustated (ISSN: 4043-7576), Vol, 28, No. 
‘1, Nowenon 07 pubs moh, cig 0 
eal ese a ens, a 


By 
‘rom the con 

events MOUS a ares) 

‘US and Canadian dstbuton by or 

-Sernes foe, 647 Lexington ava. New Yore NY 10022 

i a Wada een 


ton, Servis Io, 
115 fast 231d St, New York, HY 10010, UX. distribution 
by Coma, Tavistock Rd, eet Draion, Midasee 


Printed nUSA, 


4 NOVEMBER/2007 4 3 


November 2007 


contents 


iit 


ryiseseine 
ILLUSTRATED 


PRESS CONFERENCE: CARLITO 
No longer content to lounging in his cabana, Carlito has taken a 
sudden turn and has become one of Raw's most motivated stars. 
Carlito tells PW! what sparked this newly burning fire under him 


ALL THAT SHIMMERS MAY BE GOLD: 

THERE'S A MARKET FOR WOMEN’S WRESTLING AFTER ALL 
In the spirit of the former LPWA and Philadelphia’s current 
Ring of Honor, women’s wrestling has found a new platform— 
and it doesn't involve bras, panties, or pudding 


BACKDRAFT! 

THE 2007 WWE LOTTERY'S WINNERS & LOSERS 
The highly demanded draft made a return. Find out 
whose stars will burn brighter because of their brand 
move and who got burned 


SPECIAL ANALYSIS: 

WAY WWE FANS ARE SLOW TO JUMP 

ON THE THA BANDWAGON 
Celebrating its fifth year of operation, TNA is still 
struggling to prove that it is a viable alternative to WWE. 
We offer the reasons why 


NUMBER ONE AGAIN! 

JOHN CENA: 1S HE BETTER THAN AUSTIN AND HART? 
“The Champ” has officially entered a league that consists of 
only two other wrestling legends: Steve Austin and Bret Hart. 
All three have been honored in two consecutive years as 
number one in the annual “PW/ 500,” but who stands 
among them as the best? 


THE PWT 500 
For 17 years and counting, we have compiled our list of the 
top 500 stars active in the industry. Hours, days, and weeks 
were spent deliberating, debating, and disputing positions, 
but we finally present to you John Cena to Andre Heart and 
the 498 other talented performers in between 
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National Wrestling Alliance: The Untold Story Of The 
Monopoly That Strangled Pro Wrestling by Tim 
Hornbaker provides the most thoroughly researched 
study of professional wrestling that has 
been written thus far, 
Hornbaker’s focus is 
the National Wrestling 
Alliance, which five 
promoters formed in 
1948. They had two 
goals: to recognize a 
single world champion 
and to carve up the U.S. 
wrestling business into 
well-defined territories. 
They resolved to join 
together against any pro- 
moter who ran opposition 
in an NWA territory and to 
blacklist any wrestler who 
violated their rules. 

The NWA soon expand- 
ed its membership, and, by 
the early-1950s, it dominat- 
ed the sport. Despite a 1955 
Justice Department investi- 
gation into its monopolistic 
practice, it was not until 1963 
and the advent of Vincent J. 
McMahon's World Wide 
Wrestling Federation that the 
NWA suffered a major setback. 
The NWA nevertheless re- 
mained a powerhouse for two 
more decades, which made its 
virtual collapse in the 1980s all the more stunning. 

Hornbaker details the NWA's rise and fall and, along 
the way, introduces us to the fascinating individuals who 
shaped U.S. wrestling in the middle decades of the 20th 
century. We learn about Sam Muchnick, the shrewd, far- 
sighted ex-sportswriter who, from his St. Louis office, 
controlled the NWA World title for decades. Then there 
was Sonny Myers, a journeyman grappler who dared to 
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challenge the NWA in what turned out to be a nine-year 
court battle. Promoter Joseph “Toots” Mondt back- 
stabbed nearly every one of his many business partners, 
but revolutionized the sport more than once. Lou Thesz, 
Ed ‘The Strangler” Lewis, Buddy Rogers, Baron Michele 
Leone, Verne Gagne, and the elder Vince McMahon are 
among the other legends 
who figure prominently in 
Hornbaker's story. 
If the book has one 
weakness, it is that 
Hornbaker doesn't tell his 
story chronologically. At 
times the narrative seems 
a bit disjointed. A year-by- 
year account would have 
likely been more effective. 
But Hornbaker’s prose 
style is admirably clear, 
which more than makes 
up for the minor structur- 
al problems. 
Perhaps above else, 
Hornbaker deserves 
praise for his objectivi- 
ty. Hornbaker is at all 
times careful to sepa- 
rate fact from hear- 
say, and he avoids 
the simple good and 
evil dichotomies that 
made classic wres- 
tling storylines so 
popular. To a great- 
er degree than any 
earlier book on 
wrestling, National Wrestling Alli- 
ance lets the historical evidence speak for itself. 
Hopefully, Hornbaker's work will serve as a template for 
future studies of the sport. 
We give it 4% suplexes out of five. 
—Timothy Drake 
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Talkin’ Trash 


10. TNA debuts Andrew “Punisher” Martin and |, 


Matt Morgan. 


9. Bobby Lashley suffers a shoulder injury in a 
Raw match with Ken Kennedy. 


8. I's announced that three books are in the 


works about the Benoit family murder. 
7. A “rebuilt” Triple-H returns to WWE at 
SummerSlam. 


6. The cast of MTV's Jackass pull out of their deal 
to work SummerSlam. 


i 


5. Hulk Hogan sells over 
13,000 “Hulk Hogan Grills” 
on QVC, 


4. Johnny Nitro changes 
his name to “John Morri- 
son.” 


3. “Diamond” Dallas 
Page settles his trademark 
lawsuit with Jay Z. 


2. TNA signs suspended NFL star Adam “Pacman” 
Jones. 


1, Congressmen Harry Waxman and Tom Davis 
send a letter to WWE asking for documentation on 
their drug testing policy. 


The following wrestling-related items were culled from 
the various wrestling-related sites—or were they? See if 
you can pick out the items that were actually reported on 
the Internet (which doesn’t necessarily mean they're 
true) and the ones we blatantly made up. The answers 
appear at the end of this column on page 9. 

1. Former Smackdown tag champ Jon Heidenreich 
has resurfaced and realized the true power of the 
Internet. In the past few weeks, the former WWE poet 
laureate has debuted a series of videos on YouTube. In 
them, Heidenreich has harsh words for his former 
employers in Connecticut. The videos are entitled 
“G.S.I.” for “Gimmick Scene Investigators,” 
with the first one being dedicated to 
Johnny Ace, J.R., and “a guy named 
V.K.M.” “Mr. Wrestling III” stars in the vids 
as well. It's shot in a hallway, which pro- 
duces an echo that makes it almost impos- 
sible to hear the dialogue. Jon closes the 
video by telling Wrestling III that they better 
leave before “CNN or Nancy Grace show 
up.” 

2. Get ready for the Steiner recliner ... 
literally. Scott Steiner has opened the first 
three of his new furniture outlets in the 
Tampa area. Called, appropriately enough, 
“Steiner's Recliners & More,” the establish- 
ments promise to give consumers “the 
type of relaxation that only the ‘Big Bad 


Booty Daddy’ can produce.” To bring in more customers, 
the grand opening of their first store featured a two- 
match wrestling exhibition with Rick Steiner taking on 
Buff Bagwell and Scott facing Lex Luger. Fans turned 
out in droves to see the free bouts and enter the raffle for 
a brand-new outdoor loveseat swing. 

3. Did you know that WWE Smackdown has a brand 
new superstar by the name of King Leonidas? If it 
sounds familiar, it should. He's the main character from 
the film 300. Why does he wrestle on Smackdown? He 
doesn't. Instead, WWE's website has added him to their 
superstar page in order to help promote the film's DVD 
release. The layout is identical to that of the other 
Smackdown wrestlers. Readers can see photos or pre- 
view videos of Leonidas in action. WWE also added 
Jack Black's Nacho Libre character when 
that movie was released on DVD. 

4. Spanish TV executives have just 
signed Kurt Angle to host his own variety 
show. The Olympian, who is fluent in 
Spanish, will sing, dance, and do comedy 
skits with local celebrities. The premiere will 
feature the gold medal winner's comedy 
characters, which he created during his 
brief stint with Canada’s Second City 
Players. Among them is Loco Coco the 
Blacksmith, Uncle Brother Edwin, and 
Captain Cookiesheet. TNA is hoping to 
pick up a TV deal on the same channel. At 
this point, it is hoped that the program, 
American Angle Hour, can take off in order 
to secure a time slot for Impact, too. 
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Bizarro 12 Questions With ... Randy Orton 


“Perhaps Congress 
hasn’t heard about the 
immigration problem, or 
issues like Katrina. 
Perhaps the fact that 
government-funded and 
administered programs 
that allow astronauts to 
fly space shuttles while 
legally under the influ- 
ence of alcohol is just 
not newsworthy enough. 
Maybe the fact that mem- 
bers of their own body— 
like U.S. Seen William Jefferson—is 
accused of soliciting bribes, laundering money, 
obstructing justice, and hiding payoffs in his freezer 
is just too mundane and doesn’t equate to votes ... 
Congress feels the need/opportunity to stand up 
(get face time) and investigate professional 
wrestling. I’ve got a better idea. Hey Congress: 
Investigate thyself.” 

—Eric Bischoff shooting on, well, Congress, 
ericbischoff.com 
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“They were gonna team us up and give us another 
name. | think Vince McMahon had told me that we 
were gonna be called ‘The Border Patrol.’ At the time, 
there were a bunch of Mexicans that were crossing 
the border in a train that had died of heat exhaustion. 
And | told Vince, “If you make me The Border Patrol, 
I'm gonna become a heel with all the Mexicans that 
are dying crossing the border.” ... | think he thought 
about it for a while and ended up coming back with 
Strike Force.” 

—Tito Santana revealing the original name for Strike 
Force, worldwrestlinginsanity.com 


“WWE pays for all medical bills for wrestlers 
who suffer in-ring injuries ... and WWE pays for 
all wrestlers’ expenses when they tour abroad, 
including travel, food, and lodging. Some of the 
quotes on selected, ill-prepared and poorly pro- 
duced news shows that | have heard featuring 
some ill-informed ex-wrestlers have been embar- 
rassing, as have the ‘hosts’ who don’t care 
enough about the product to do their homework 
and find it easier to simply damn wrestling as a 
whole and those that are fans of the genre with 
wide, sweeping brush strokes. Is wrestling a 
‘perfect business’? Absolutely not, but | choose 
to look for solutions to problems rather than to 


identify the same problems over and over 
again.” 

Ross, blasting the mainstream media, 
jrsbarbq.com 


“It feels good to win, but it doesn’t feel as good as it 
does to actually go out there and wrestle every single 
week. | think it's pretty obvious to our fans out there 
that throughout my 16 years of wrestling and through- 
out my eight years here at WWE, no matter win, lose, 
or draw, | just have a passion for being a superstar 
and performing in front of people.” 

—Stevie Richards on his televised upset of Kevin 
Thorn, wwe.com 


“On today’s episode of Cooking With 
Blassie, we're making ‘shish ka-Bob 
Backlund’!” 

—Frank G. Lloyd Jr., Richwood, WV 


“Hold still! There's a fly!” 
—Brian Kirby, 
briankkirby@embarqmail.com 


“Get up, you pencil-necked geek! 
You forgot to flush and left the seat up 
again!” 

—mmarshall005@columbus.rr.com 


Bob Backlund: “Help me! Help me!” 

Freddie Blassie: “Stop acting like ‘The Fly’ and 
get back to work!” 

—Jesse Perez, jessepaulperez@yahoo.com 


Caption me! 


Think you’re a better writer than the edi- 
tors at PWI? Here’s your chance to prove it, 
punk! This shot of America’s oldest active 
wrestler, Robbie Ellis, against The American 
Balloon deserves a short, concise, and 
downright uproarious caption. If you think 
you are up to the challenge, e-mail your zany 
quips to prowrestlingillustrated@yahoo.com, 
or slap a stamp on an envelope and snail- 
mail it to “Caption Me!,” Box 1148, Ft. 
Washington, PA 19034. Three issues from 
now, we'll share with you the best of the 
bunch—and the funnier the better! 


at 


Photo by Timothy A. Walker 


Answers to Internet Insider: 


Items 2 and 4 are totally made up. 
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na move that could significantly 
widen the industry-wide impact of 
the case, the two 
U.S. Congressmen who opened the 
Major League Baseball steroid hear- 
ings have asked WWE to provide 
records pertaining to its Wellness 
Policy, specifically its testing policies 
and enforcement practices. 
Toxicology reports on Benoit 
revealed that he had 10 times the 
normal level of testosterone in his 
body, as well as amounts of the 
anti-anxiety drug Xanax and the 
painkiller hydrocodone. The med- 
ical examiner said a synthetic ver- 


The fallout from Chris Benoit’s suicide and his 
murder of his wife and child continues in WWE and 
now in Congress. A House of Representatives 
committee has requested that WWE provide infor- 
mation about its Wellness Policy. 
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With Bill Meltzer 


sion of testosterone appeared to 
have been injected shortly before 
Benoit hanged himself in the base- 
ment gym of the family’s home in 
the Atlanta suburbs. 

As of yet, there is no evidence 
that so-called “roid rage” from 
steroid use played a role in Benoit’s 
murder of his wife, , and their 
seven-year-old son, 

In a three-page letter, 

and , 
asked WWE to provide a series of 
documents intended to give an 
investigatory committee extensive 
information on its policies on perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs. 

Specifically, Congress 
wants to obtain a list of 
drugs covered by WWE’s 
policies; whether an inde- 
pendent entity conducts its 
testing; the number of tests 
it conducts annually; the pro- 
tocols followed after a posi- 
tive test; and the procedures 
for awarding exemptions. 

Even more importantly, the 
investigators want verifiable 
figures on the number of drug 
tests WWE conducts each 
year, the numbers of wrest- 
i] lers tested, the percentage of 
positive results for each spe- 
cific drug, and the number of 
positive tests for which 
wrestlers were penalized. 

WWE was given several 
weeks to comply. WWE 
Chairman 
has not responded publicly to 
the probe. However, in a 
press release, WWE spokes- 
man said, 


“We are reviewing this letter and will 
respond accordingly.” 

Meanwhile, with so much nega- 
tive attention focused on the 
wrestling industry, WWE competitor 
TNA has drawn scathing criticism 
for signing suspended Tennessee 
Titans football player 

to appear for the 
promotion. Jones has been sus- 
pended by the NFL for the entire 
season after numerous run-ins with 
the law. 

It now appears that while Jones 
may participate in a TNA angle, he 
will not appear in the ring ina 
wrestling capacity. Even so, the crit- 
icism of TNA has been withering. 

Longtime wrestling manager 

has been the most 
outspoken in his outrage. “It's over 
[for TNA],” he told the Orlando 
Sentinel. “They're desperate, man. 
They’ve lost their minds.” 

In a doubly ironic twist, it turns out 
that the lawyer representing Jones in 
an alleged strip club assault in Las 
Vegas is i— the same 
attorney who represents Benoit's 
doctor, . Meanwhile, the 
man injured in the assault was Tom 
Urbanski, who once worked as a pro 
wrestler under the ring name 


Meanwhile, TNA has attempted 
to toughen its own drug-testing poli- 


The “Mouth Of The South” Jimmy Hart 
has mouthed off regarding TNA’s signing 
of Adam “Pacman” Jones. 


Bobby Lashley is the latest wrestler to miss ring time, as WWE's plague of injuries 
continues to spread. Lashley is set to undergo surgery following a shoulder injury, 
and he may not return to Raw until October. 


cies. The company will begin ran- 
domly testing its wrestlers and 
reportedly will establish a more cod- 
ified disciplinary process. 

In an interview with British 
tabloid The Sun, says 
he is trying to start up his own 
wrestling company that will take the 
focus off muscular physiques and 
emphasize wrestling ability. Hogan 
admitted that many might see such 
a proclamation as hypocritical, 
given his own documented use of 
steroids and the persona based 
around his “24-inch pythons” rather 
than wrestling ability. He admitted 
that he’s “lucky to be alive” after 
using steroids heavily for much of 
his career. 

Of his proposed new federation, 
Hogan claims he’s in negotiations 


with several American television 
networks and that he and his busi- 
ness partners have $40-million in 
start-up money for the promotion 
and are looking to raise about $80- 
million to $100-million total. 

“If me and my partners pull it off, 
then the wrestlers will have a more 
natural look and an easier sched- 
ule—all of the things people are 
saying the business needs,” Hogan 
said. “And then Vince McMahon 
and everyone else in the business 
will have to follow suit.” 

Just as neared his 
return from a right quadriceps tear 
and underwent surgery to 
repair a torn pectoral, the injury- 
riddled WWE has taken another 
hit. recently suf- 
fered a shoulder injury and will 


undergo arthroscopic surgery. The 
early timetable for his return was 
set as six to eight weeks from 
early-August. 

The often-troubled is 
back in trouble again, and has 
been suspended by WWE in the 
midst of a feud with Inter- 
continental champion 
Initially, on a MySpace site belong- 
ing to Hardy's band, a post indicat- 
ed that WWE was giving him time 
to rest neck and back injuries. It 
was subsequently tumored—and 
then confirmed on 
blog—that his absence was due to 
a 30-day suspension related to 
“behavioral issues” and “lack of 
maturity,” not injuries. 

is also taking a little 
time off from the ring, but for a 
much different reason. The TNA 
star recently got married in 
California and will miss a few weeks 
while honeymooning. 

Is TNA phasing out its X division 
title? At one time the pride of the 
company, it has diminished in 
emphasis over the past few years. 
Now the belt may be phased out 
soon with the recent and rumored 
signings of heavyweight wrestlers 
and . Their addi- 
tions seemingly leave little room to 
properly book X division matches 
on /mpact and pay-per-view events. 

has been making 
noise about a comeback to WWE, 
although it is not known if WWE 
has any interest in the high-mainte- 
nance former headliner. Vicious, 
who was forced to retire after a 
devastating compound leg fracture, 
has worked a few indy shows. In a 
recent interview with the Ottawa 
Sun, he pronounced himself ready 
for a return to WWE, boasted that 
he has a gimmick that’s guaran- 
teed to make money for Vince 
McMahon, and claimed, “This busi- 
ness needs me as bad as | need 
this business.” 
has been hospitalized in 
Tijuana, Mexico, after complications 
arising from his recent kidney 
replacement surgery. His body 
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It seems that the reformed return of Jeff Hardy did not last as long as fans had hoped. While 
Hardy's bandmates declared his break was due to nagging injuries, Jim Ross confirmed on his 
website that the hiatus is a 30-day suspension due to the same “lack of maturity” that Hardy two occasions. His highest- 


supposedly left back in TNA. 


reportedly began to reject the donat- 
ed kidney. He has been put on 
increased anti-rejection medications. 
In a year that’s been filled with 
unrelenting tragedy and anguish, 
the wrestling world has lost several 
more of its own in recent weeks, 
including , f 
, former manager 


, and 1960s and ‘70s 
wonien’s wrestling standout 
Our sincere 
condolences go out to the friends 
and family of each. 

While all of the deceased made 
contributions to the business, Gotch 
was nothing short of a legend within 
the industry. Born Karl Charles 
Istaz, the 1948 Olympian adopted 
the name Gotch after turn-of-the- 
century champion b 
Karl Gotch was known for legitimate 
toughness and knowledge of an 
encyclopedic array of holds, take- 
downs, and submission maneuvers. 
Among his top U.S. bouts were 
feuds with and 


In Japan, Gotch earned the nick- 
name the “God Of Wrestling,” and 
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served as trainer for New Japan Pro 
Wrestling. Among his pupils were 
such luminaries as and 

. Gotch’s shoot- 
based training methods 
served as a precursor 
to the rise of the FMW 
promotion in Japan and 
later growth of mixed 
martial arts competi- 
tion. At the time of his 
death, Gotch was a few 
days shy of his 83rd 
birthday. 

Longtime heel Ka- 
mata, whose ring name 
was an ode to infamous 
Spanish Inquisition fig- 
ure Tomas de Torque- 
mada, wrestled throu- 
ghout North America 
and Japan in a career 
spanning a quarter- 
century. Born in Hawaii 
as McRonald Kamaka, 
he wrestled as an old- 
school Japanese heel 
in North America and a 
beefy strongman in 
Japan. His greatest 
fame came in Calgary's 
Stampede Wrestling, 
where he feuded 


_ = 


In two months with too many deaths, Karl Gotch’s 
name stands out among the pack. The 1948 Olympian 
was a consummate tough guy whose shoot-based 
wrestling techniques gave way to the future growth of 
mixed martial arts. 


for years. Kamata, 
who was 70, passed away in 
his home in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. 

And, as we go to press, 
we have learned of the death 
of , whose 
career spanned the WWF 
and WCW in the 1980s and 
"90s. He passed away in his 
sleep on August 13 and the 
circumstances of his death 
are under investigation. 
Adams rose to prominence 
as “Crush,” the third member 
of Demolition in the mid- 
1980s, went on to become a 
member of The Nation of 
Domination in the late-1990s, 
and, with , 
formed Kronik and won the 
WCW World tag team title on 


profile run was a feud against 

in 1993-94, culmi- 

nating in a falls-count-anywhere 
match at WrestleMania X. Adams 


was 43. Oo 
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By Dave Lenker 


This argument has nothing to do 
with TV ratings, attendance figures, 
or what ECW used to be, for | am 
here to report not that WWE is not 
doing right by ECW ... but that ECW 
is not doing right by WWE. 

Confused? 

Can't blame ya in the least there. 
WWE and ECW are essentially one 
and the same in 2007. ECW isa 
mere subsidiary of WWE, and as 
such, it should be contributing to the 
greater good of the parent company. 

Now think hard about this one: 
Does it? 

I'm not crunching financial num- 
bers here, as ECW no longer runs 
single-brand PPVs, and it con- 
tributes only a few matches to the 
average (mostly) Smackdown house 
show these days. ECW ratings on 
Sci Fi on Tuesday nights are nothing 
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special, so you'd think the least 
ECW could do would be to create 
stars for the mother ship, or at least 
put those stars onto a path into the 
sky high above. 

Has it? 

| argue that it is doing just the 
opposite. See Punk, C.M. Has there 
been a young talent with more gen- 
uine all-around star potential and 
raw ability to come through WWE 
since a rapping punk named John 
Cena started to stir things up? It is 
possible that we all made too much 
of Punk's brilliant run in Ring of 
Honor. However, there is no good 
excuse for the fact that he seems 
like much less of a star now than he 
did a year ago. 

The blame game is a puzzling 
one to play in this kind of situation, 
but | believe that most of that blame 
can be attributed to the fact that 
he’s been stuck in ECW, even after 


fay arou 
if indy‘dar- 
ling C.M. Punk's talents 
on non-title matches 
while teaming with the 
ECW elderly is not exact- 
ly how a top talent 

» should be used. 


this spring's draft. Downright buried 
in ECW, if you will. He's easily the 
top ECW fan favorite and he’d been 
chasing the ECW championship for 
what seemed like a lot longer than 
a few months as of this writing (los- 
ing twice on PPV in his quest for 
the gold), and all of it seems to 
mean remarkably little. When he’s 
tangling with guys such as Marcus 
Cor Von, Elijah Burke, Stevie 
Richards, and Matt Striker every 
week, the wins just don’t seem to 
mean much. Those guys are less 
established than he is, so it’s hard 
for him to gain much by beating 
them. Ditto for ECW champion 
Johnny Nitro/John Morrison. The 
long, drawn-out title chase doesn’t 
work here. 

See, the inevitable more-than- 
occasional loss may make just about 
anyone think Punk is not ready to 
handle the big stars of the big brands. 
Therein lies the crux of the problem. 

This growing fish needs to grow 
legs and jump out of his little pond 
and find the lake in which all the big 
fish lurk. 

Let's face it: We all view ECW as 
WWE's weakest brand because it /s 
WWE's weakest brand. Weakest and 
smallest. Anything short of total domi- 
nation won't do for an up-and-comer 
with the potential Punk has—or 
had—and the chances for that are 
long gone. 

It has been suggested by some 
that ECW be turned into WWE's 
top developmental “territory.” May- 
be it already has, unofficially and 
sloppily. So millions of us see Punk 
wrestle Cor Von and Burke (two 
other up-and-comers with some 
star potential, by the way) over and 
over again, and they all end up 
looking like nothing special. Given 
the way things are set up in ECW, 
there really aren’t many others they 
can wrestle. Besides the champion, 
the rest of the mini-brand is made 
up of stars of ECW's glory days— 
who probably don’t even belong in 
WWE anymore—and misfits such 
as Viscera and The Boogeyman. 

No win for Punk (or for Burke or 
Cor Von) in ECW would register as 


much as a win over an Umaga, a Ric 
Flair, a Jeff Hardy, or any other 
strong Raw or Smackdown stalwart. 
I'd rate someone like Carlito as a big- 
ger star than Punk in the eyes of the 
average WWE fan, and WWE has 
done a pretty nice job of burying him 
in recent months. 

Twenty years ago, someone like 
Punk would have debuted on WWE 
TV amid much fanfare and likely 
would not have lost for a while. 
He'd have been treated as special 
and would have been given a 
chance to shoot to the top. The for- 
mula worked astoundingly well 
much of the time. Heck, remember 
how Brock Lesnar made his TV 
debut half a decade ago. | wonder 
how much harder it would have 
been for him to be perceived as 
such a star if we had all gotten to 
watch him (struggle at times) week 
after week on ECW TV (had it 


Why is Punk spinning his wheels in a feud with Burke and 
company when the straight-edge competitor should focus 
solely on John Morrison’s ECW belt? Then again, too many 
losses to Morrison will bury him for sure. 


existed then) before he arrived on 
Raw/Smackdown. 

The suggestion that WWE devote 
its old Sunday Night Heat or 
Velocity—two secondary, throwaway 
shows of WWE's recent past—TV 
time slot to OVW's weekly TV show a 
few years back gained a bit of 
momentum. Now I’m glad it was 
never done. 

Punk would have been better off 
were he given a more Santino 
Marella style of introduction to WWE 
fans. He'd have had much more 
staying power in that spot than the 
overmatched Marella had. Instead, 
we've seen him do fairly well as he 
pursues a title that’s the equivalent of 
the third-tier WCW TV title of a 
decade ago. Remember anyone who 
shot to the top after a long pursuit of 
that hunk of gold? 

Okay, you might try to cite Bobby 
Lashley as an example of someone 
who shot through 
ECW during his ex- 
press ride to the 
WWE penthouse 
just a few months 
ago. Well, then I'd 
try to convince you 
that Lashley was 
never exclusive 
ECW property, that 
he spent as much 
time competing on 
Raw as he did com- 
peting on ECW TV. 

There's still time 
for Punk to become 
a major star in 
WWE. I’m just not 
sure how much 
time. Sometimes it 
just won't be denied, 
but sometimes it is 
denied. But I'm thor- 
oughly convinced 
that he won't do it 
under the banner of 
what ECW is now. 
In fact, consider this 
a different kind of 
argument for ending 
the ECW experi- 
ment in WWE alto- 
gether. O 


PY TURNS 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated recently cele- 
brated its 25th year as the sport’s num- 
ber-one publication in a very special 
way. Those who subscribe to PW/ or 
spotted it at the newsstand in time got a 
treat. Not only did PW/ produce a silver 
anniversary special, but as an added 
bonus, we polybagged a re-print of our 
very first issue, from 1979! 


If you missed it, you won't have to wait 
25 more years for a follow-up. A limited 
amount of both issues are still available! 


Send in the order form below— 
before it really is too late! 


17 Please send me PW/'s 25th Anniversary 
' edition only. | am enclosing a check or money 1 
' order for $7 (postage and handling included) H 
' as payment. 

' Cl Please send me the replica premiere t 
' edition of PW/only. | am enclosing a check or H 
' money order for $7 (postage and handling | 
' included) as payment 


:  GOFOR BOTH & SAVE! 


1 C1 YES, I'll take both the PW 25th Anniver- + 
{ Sary issue and the replica premiere edition to ! 
{| save more than three bucks. I've enclosed a! 
| check or money order for $10.95 (postage ! 
| and handling included). 

' Please send check or money order only to: 
: London Publishing Co. 

' P.O. Box 910 
H 

H 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Print your name and address clearly 


NAME _ 


ADDRESS _ 


cry. _STATE___ZIP_ 


| For all orders outside the U.S, please add $1 for each | 
1 single issue to be delivered by surface mail ($2.50 air-| 
+ mail. If ordering both issues, please add $2 surface mail t 
¥ ($5.00 airmail), International money orders in U.S. funds t 

| only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 7036/09.04 + 


4 NOVEMBER/2007 417 


off the top rope 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Brandi Mankiewicz 
herself. They do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial views of this magazine.) 


Dear Brandi, 

Why are you so rude to us true 
wrestling fans? You say you're a 
wrestling fan, but you're not one. 
You just have to watch wrestling 
and answer e-mails because it’s 


a= 


Boogie Woogie Brown knew how to put his hands 
in the air and jumpstart a crowd. In this era of mus- 
cle freaks, haven't we lost sight of the fact that 


wrestling is supposed to be fun? 


your job. You just do this for the 
money. There is nothing wrong 
with John Cena. He is an awe- 
some superstar. 

There is, on the other hand, 
something wrong with you. You 
think you know everything about 
wrestling, but you don’t. My hus- 
band, James, knows more than 
you. He has followed wrestling 
since he was four years old. You 
need to be put in your place. I've 
read your columns for three 
years now, and all I've seen is a 
rude-ass reporter trying to fool 
everyone into thinking she actu- 
ally knows something, but 
doesn’t know crap. 

You're just like Vince McMahon, 
a cold-hearted conniver. 

CARRIE 
wweburke@msn.com 


Dear Carrie, 

Awwwwww, did you 
write this letter just to get 
your husband’s name in 
print? | bet that’s the main 
reason. It must be because 
if you’ve been reading my 
column for three years, 
you already know that | 
have a tremendous knowl- 
edge of the wrestling busi- 
ness—and way more than 
your husband, no matter 
how long he’s been a fan. 

As an avid “Top Rope” 
reader, you should also 
know that I’m rude only 
to the people who truly 
deserve it, like you. | will 
reiterate my opinion that 
John Cena is a useless 
pile of flesh and my opin- 
ion that you're an idiot 
for hitting the “send” but- 
ton without doing a spell 
check on your e-mail 
first. | hope your husband, 
James, is reading this 
because | think he really 
should know that he mar- 
tied a chick who has a very 
weak grasp of the English 
language. | suggest divorce 
before it gets passed down 


to your children—or at 
least a refresher course 
on the mechanics of 
English. Try your local 
high school’s English 
as a second language 
course. That should be 
your speed. 

Also, only dull peo- 
ple with nothing better 
going on in their lives 
use “WWE” in their e- 
mail address. It’s not 
like you work there or 
anything. You have no 
right to use it. 


Brandi, 

| was saddened when 
| watched the June 25 
episode of WWE Raw. | 
was expecting to see the 
Mr. McMahon “tribute,” 
but was shocked when 
the screen came up in 
memory of Chris Benoit. 
After a few days that 
week, | logged on to wwe.com 
and read the details about his 
death, that he had killed his wife 
and son and then killed himself in 
the weight room of his new 
Atlanta home. 

How could somebody do this 
to his family? In my eyes, he will 
not be missed. My thoughts go 
out to his family and his wife’s 
family. Also, my thoughts go out 
to everybody who works for WWE 
who has been put through this. 

JOHNATHON 
Leeds, England 


Dear Ungrateful Fan, 

How dare you write that Chris 
Benoit will not be missed? Yes, 
this whole situation is horrify- 
ing, but it shouldn’t take away 
from his athletic accomplish- 
ments. Benoit was an innovator. 
He helped usher in the 
Japanese strong style. He over- 
came a perceived shortcoming 
with his stature to strap the big 
gold belt around his waist. Up 
until a few weeks ago, he proba- 
bly was your hero. Fans loved 


him for his intensity and his 
viciousness. Remember the 
whole “ruthless aggression” 
moniker? Sure, it led to the 
funny “toothless aggression” 
campaign, but maybe we all 
should have stepped back to 
realize just what we were pro- 
moting. It’s a double-edged 
sword: He's loved for being 
sadistic enough to break a neck 
in the ring, yet now he’ll always 
be hated for his final brutal acts. 
While I—along with everyone 
else—will never forget the final 
days of Benoit’s life, | choose to 
also remember his greatness in 
the ring. There’s nothing wrong 
with that. 

P.S. What is it with you read- 
ers not using last names? It’s 
annoying. 


Letter of the month (taken ver- 
batim from the actual letter to 
share my torture with all of you): 
Dear Brandi, 

These magazines are the best 
ones and | wanted to know how 
could | get my favorite wrestlers 


To his friends and peers, Chris Benoit’s final days totally contradict the rest of his life. They 
will always wonder how a man who loved his job and his fans could have gone so wrong. 


autographed. Because im a 
wrestling fan. | get dvd, maga- 
zines, poster. But not pictures of 
them.Since | wanted to know 
where do | send toask for there 
autographed. Like undertaker, 
kane, christian cage, kurt Angle, 
Edge, chris benoit, DX. 
Thank You for reading it 
SEBASTIAN BALTAZOR 
Compton, CA 
Dear Sebastian, 

Wow, I’ve had fans write me 
before about obtaining auto- 
graphs, but usually they’re ask- 
ing for an 8x10 glossy with a sig- 
nature. You would rather have 
the wrestler themselves auto- 
graphed. Hmmmmmn,, interest- 
ing thought. I'll work on getting 
Col. DeBeers to autograph C.M. 
Punk first. I’m thinking the 
colonel’s John Hancock would 
look good near the koi fish on 
his arm—ooh! Wait! Maybe in 
the swirlie part of the Pepsi logo 
on his upper arm. I'll let ya know 
how that goes. Keep reading my 
column and I'll update you on 
the progress. Oo 
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September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 
7,000 Miles To Violent Redemption. 
Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, 
Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, 
Curt Hennig. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second 
Coming Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex 
Luger. Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence 
Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had 
Enough? Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: 
Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie 
Gilbert. 
May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk 
Hogan Is Super-Psyched For Wrestle- 
Mania VII! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: Sting 
& Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning 
Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation 
June 1992: Exclusive PW/ Interview: 
Roddy Piper Speaks Out! Centerfold: 
Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 
May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has 
Finally Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public 
Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, 
Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 
; October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The 
} Giant Be Ruined By His Own Success? 
Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric 
Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 
May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To 
Say It ... But Give The Belt Back To 
Hogan. Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Mero & 
Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 
June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ 
Poll. Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, 
Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg. 
October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. 
Centerfold: Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: 
Jim Ross, Marcus Bagwell, WWF controver- 
sy, FBI 
April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change 
That Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris 
Jericho. Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, 
Booker T, more Unofficial/Officials. 
May 1999: Who Holds The Key To 
WrestleMania XV? Centerfold: Konnan. 
Plus: Mark Henry, Sting-Nash, Bill Alfonso, 
Brian Hildebrand. 
June 1999: The PWI Poll. Plus: Mankind, 
Flair & Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan- 
UFO. 
July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self- 
Destruct In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. 
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Plus: New Jack-Dudleys, Jesse James, 
Venis & Godfather, Sting-Bischoff-Flair. 
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August 1999: Supercards ‘99: WWF 
WrestleMania, WCW Uncensored, ECW 
Living Dangerously. Plus: Super 8, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Jerry Lawler, tag team 
wrestling, 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might 
Get Out While He’s Still On Top! 
Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Kidman & Misterio, 
The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 

October 1999: Why The World Must Fear 
Scott Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: 
Mankind. Plus: Kane & X-Pac, The 
Godfather, Perry Saturn, 20th anniversary 
readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The 
WWF: There's More To Their Power Than 
Their Looks. Centerfold: Owen Hart. Plus: 
Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy Piper, Steiners, Steve 
Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! 
!'m The Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey 
Misterio Jr, Plus: Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, 
WCW youth, Billy Gunn. 

Holiday 1999: PWI 500. Ninth Annual 
Special 

January 2000: The Millennium Man 
Mouths Off! An Unforgettable Hour With 
Chris Jericho! Centerfold: Taz. Plus: Chris 
Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 

February 2000: The Master Manipulator! 
How Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. 
Centerfold: Kane. Plus: Paul Heyman, 
Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's 
Settle It At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris 
Benoit. Plus: Dallas Page, Goldberg-Vicious, 
more Unofficial awards. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is 
Triple-H Worth Your Billion-Dollar 
Inheritance? Centerfold: The Rock. Plus: 
Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 

July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've 
Done Your Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: 
Sid Vicious. Plus: Dusty Rhodes, Disco 
Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 

September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why 
The Peace Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Eric Bischoff, Dudleys, Raven. 
October 2000: Scott Steiner: The 
Superstar The WWF Let Slip Away. 
Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 
Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 

November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. 
Our Special 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: 
Extreme wrestling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, 
Hardcore Holly, wrestling too extreme? 
December 2000: Head Hog! Does Under- 


taker Have Enough Gas In His Tank To 
Rumble To The Top? Centerfold: Dallas 
Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, Rikishi, Vampiro- 
Sting, Japan. 

[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000} 
January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? 
Someone Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: 
Steven Richards, Justin Credible, Gordon 
Solie, Jeff Jarrett, Arn-Sid. 

February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, 
WCW, ECW, independents, international, the 
business, the art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans 
Want Him Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, 
Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix Skipper, Triple-H. 
May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will 
The Great One Ever Win The Big One? 
Plus: Vince McMahon, William Regal, Page 
& Nash, Ivory, Lance Storm, ECW. 

June 2001 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Ric Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain't What It 
Used To Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero 
ur. Justin Credible, Francine, Scott Steiner. 
September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 
Questions That Must Be Answered. Plus: 
Triple-H, Stacy Keibler, Paul Heyman, Matt 
Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Perry Saturn, 
Dallas,Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid 
The Price To Purchase WCW ... Is He 
Willing To Pay The Price To Keep It? Plus: 
DDP-Kimberly, Edge, Molly-Spike, Tajiri, Rob 
Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida indies. 
December 2001 (116 Pages): PW! 500— 
Angle Climbs To The Top. Includes: The 
editors’ views, Achievement 2001 ballot. 
January 2002: There’s Something About 
Lita—What Makes Her The WWF's “it” 
Girl. Plus: Jericho-Stephanie, Mark Henry, 
X-Pac, Triple-H, Undertaker. 

February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of the 
WWF, independents, international, the busi- 
ness, the art. Plus: Golderg. 


March 2002: No More Joking, No More 
Choking: Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At 
Superstardom! Plus: Test, The Rock, Eric 
Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. Regal. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! 
What Will Wrestling Look Like By 
WrestleMania X-9? Plus: Trish Stratus, RVD, 
Russ Haas, Big Bossman, WWF comedy. 
June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

duly 2002: Steph Infection! How Can 
Triple-H Keep His Mind On His Game? 
Plus: Goldust-Terri, NWO, Ron Waterman, 
Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 
2002: WrestleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, 
Super 8. Plus: X-Pac, Steve Corino, Ric 
Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: 
The WWF Can Thrive Without The Great 
One. Plus: WWF draft, Billy Kidman, Sean 
O'Haire, Stanley Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Lou Thesz, 
Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! 
Plus: Heyman & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: 
TNA, DDP, A.J. Styles, Island Boys. 
December 2002 (116 Pages): PW 500— 
RVD Is No. 1. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2002 ballot. 

January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How 
Lesnar Changed The Future Of WWE. 
Plus: Chris Benoit, Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey 
Misterio Jr., SummerSlam at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of 
The Game. Includes: The states of Raw, 
Smackdown, independents, international, 
the business, the art. 

March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't 
Forget What You Did Last Summer. Plus: 
Matt Hardy, Eddie Guerrero, Bass-WWE, 
Victoria, WWE's next wave. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 
100. Plus: Angle-Lesnar, Christopher 


Nowinski, Vince Russo, Batista & Flair. 
June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: 
Rey Misterio Jr. 
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August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He 
Has WWE Caught Between The Rock And 
A Hard Place! Plus: WrestleMania XIX, 
Shawn Michaels graduates, Paul London, 
Raven. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year 
Report. Top 50 stories, grades, half-year 
awards, predictions. Plus: Mick Foley. 
January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! 
Can Kane Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? 
Plus: Christian, Cena-Gowen, Samoa Joe, 
Goldberg-Flair, ugliest wrestlers. 

August 2004: Will Eddie Guerrero’s 
Championship Ruin His Career? Plus: 
Hardy-Lita, Mike Kruel, Benjamin-Haas, 
Booker T, C.W. Anderson. 

October 2004: Eugene, The Impossible 
Dream: When Will His Opponents Wake 
Up? Plus: Victoria, Edge, Dudleys, Au. 
Styles, six-sided ring. 

February 2005: A Yes Man? No Way! Ric 
Flair’s Secret Plan Will Ruin Triple-H! Plus: 
Y2J, The Naturals, Luther Reigns, 
WrestleMania 21 countdown, 

June 2005: Our Challenge To John Cena: 
Dominate 2005 ... Or We Don’t Want To 
See You! Plus: Steve Austin, Austin Aries, 
Big Show, AMW. 

August 2005: Kurt Angle: The 10 Reasons 
He’s The Best Ever. Plus: Edge, Alex 
Shelley, Christy Hemme, DDP WWE Hall of 
Fame. 

October 2005: Whole Lita Love: How 
Many Men Can One Woman Ruin? Plus: 
John Cena, C.M. Punk, McMahon-Bischoff- 
Paul E., AJ. Styles. 

November 2005: PWI 500. Plus: 
Muhammed Hassan, Batista, RVD, Samoa 
Joe, Chris Jericho, PWI Tag Team Wish List. 
February 2006: Losing Street Cred? The 
Time ts Now For Cena To Get Tough. 
Plus: Jerry Lawler, Eddie Guerrero, Austin- 
Hogan. 

August 2006: Exclusive! Edge Comes Out 
Swinging! Plus: Brother Runt, Benoit & 
Lashley, Milano Collection AT. 

December 2006: The Angry Young Man! 
C.M. Punk Leads The New ECW Rev- 
olution. Also: Triple-H, Christian, Batista. 
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Some people credit Ric Flair for slapping the lazy out of Carlito, but Carlito is not one of those peo- 
ple. The Caribbean stud insists his newfound motivation stems from his own frustration of being 
omitted from major WWE cards and left out of the title picture. 


Photos by George Napolitano 
IOR MUCH OF the past year, it seemed that Carlito has been more interested in 
F maintaining relationships with WWE Divas such as Trish Stratus and Torrie Wilson 
(and a tag team partnership with Ric Flair) than he has been about getting singles 
title matches on Raw. 

Then everything seemingly changed when Carlito was verbally assaulted by Flair in an 
early-2007 episode of Raw, a diatribe in which Flair questioned whether Carlito's heart, ded- 
ication, and desire actually matched his untapped ability inside the ring. 

Shortly after WrestleMania, a seemingly more aggressive, hungrier Carlito emerged from 
the shell of his former self, lashing out at mentor Flair and girlfriend Torrie and physically 
dumping and assaulting both allies. Now, in the aftermath of a draft lottery that sent Ric Flair 
and Torrie Wilson packing to Smackdown, Carlito has that fresh start for which he has been 
looking. And a recent non-title match win over Raw World champion John Cena hasn't hurt 
his case that he has been overlooked in the championship picture. Unfortunately for Carlito, 
he finds himself consistently facing off with another legend of sorts, former ECW star The 
Sandman. Sandman has been looking to cane Carlito back to reality, but had been unable 
to do so as of press time. 

A second-generation star and the son of Puerto Rico's Carlos Colon, Carlito believes he 
belongs in the pantheon atop great WWE names from the past. And he still insists he will 
get there some day. Carlito believes he has all that he needs to be the top star in WWE. He 
just needs to be given the opportunity to shine on his own based on his own abilities. And if 
his three-year history in WWE is any indication, there might just be something to Carlito's 
assessment. 

Recently, Carlito sat down with Senior Writer Frank Ingiosi, as well as Contributing 
Writers Matt Brock and Brady Hicks, to talk about each of these recent developments in 
Carlito's still-young career, as well as his outlook for where his ability will take him over time. 


Thank you for 
taking the time to sit down with us 
here today, Carlito. We've all seen 
you do battle with guys like The 
Sandman and Ric Flair on Raw in 
recent months. But, after talking it 
over, we decided to start out this 
interview by going back a little bit 
further. 

Carlito has no idea 
what you are getting at, Brock, but 
you sure do talk a lot for a senior citi- 
zen. So let's play a game | like to 
play called, “Old man asks the ques- 
tion, Carlito try to answer.” Of course 
(He holds up his trademark apple), 
there is another option as well. 


Carlito beats 
Raw’s top stars 
whenever he’s 
in the ring with 
them, but he 
nash? having 
washed-up has- 
beens like The 
Sandman, Flair. 
or ‘Hacksaw’ 
Jim Duggan 
thrown at him! 


| can't believe the dis- 
respect you’re showing me right 
now, Carlito. As the son of leg- 
endary Carlos Colon, | expected a 
little more from you. You were 
nothing but a little kid when | was 
talking to your father, who is—by 
the way—a very gracious man 
down in Puerto Rico! But I can see 
you didn’t inherit that gene. 
Matt, Matt, calm down. 
I'm just looking for the point in all of 
this. Can you put in your dentures 
and finally spit it out? 

If 1 can jump in 
here a minute before Matt starts 
spitting something else ... what he 
is trying to say is that you, your- 


self, said the following during a 
“Hotseat” interview almost two 
years ago for our sister magazine, 
Inside Wrestling, Volume 4, 2006: 
“Who is going to be the next WWE 
(Raw World) champion? You have 
to think about it? He’s staring right 
in your stupid little face. It’s 
Carlito! Carlito is the next champi- 
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on. Carlito is the only one that top wrestling star. The 
matters. Carlito is changing supctinne will hr 
wrestling forever.” Your thoughts? questions willbe 
My thoughts? | think lit r hp 
you are stupid, Frank. John Cena me iding. And the 
has been champion on and off for answers will reveal the: 
what, like, 24 years now? And before a 
that, who beat Cena in his very first INneMHOSt 
match with WWE? Carlito! But ey 
John Cena hasn't faced me COUGHS | 
for the title. The only time | fthe 
got a chance to win the os as 
championship | had a giants 
meathead tag team = 
partner named Chris Orme: 
Masters that cost me a 4 
win in the “Elimination Snort. 


Chamber.” 
You’re 
blaming Masters? You 
eliminated him yourself 
from the match! 

If he 
were not in that 
match, | wouldn't 
have had to 
worry about 
him. | would | 
have won the 
title, and | 
would be the 
one having a 
record title reign 
right now, not 
John Cena. | am 
overlooked con- 
stantly. How can | 
change wrestling if 
the only times | get 
to face Cena are in 
non-title matches? 


If | can jump in, | 
assume you're also 
alluding to your’ 
recent July match 
against Cena on 
Raw? You know, the 


Some stars, like John Morrison, need a simple change of pace or a new environment to 
break out of a rut, but Carlito insists that his rut is due to lack of opportunity. He is confi- 
dent that he would win any title from any champion in WWE if given the chance. 


same night when you brought 
back “Carlito’s Cabana”? 

The Cabana gig is 
fun because Carlito gets to make 
many Raw superstars look like the 
idiots that they are, because beat- 
ing them in matches doesn’t 
expose them enough. I’ve beaten 
Cena almost every time I’ve been 
in the ring with him. | even beat him 
that night on Raw with a back- 
cracker. But nothing has come of it. 
In fact, Carlito beats Raw’s top 
stars whenever he’s in the ring with 
them, but he keeps having 
washed-up has-beens like The 


Sandman, Flair, or “Hacksaw” Jim 
Duggan thrown at him! 

Speaking of Flair, you 
raise an interesting point, Carlito. 
The “Nature Boy” went off on you 
earlier this year, in a promo on 
Raw, for what he deemed as wast- 
ed potential. It seems like since 
that time you’ve been much more 
aggressive. Do you think that 
speech by your current enemy 
actually helped motivate you to 
get out of the funk your career’s 
been in? 

Ric Flair isn’t the rea- 
son why Carlito's been more vicious 


these last few months. | just got tired 
of tagging along with an old fossil. | 
should be in the main events, not 
opening the show against wrestlers 
who hit their peak more than 20 
years ago. 

And how much did 
missing out on WrestleMania yet 
again play a part in this newfound 
attitude of yours? 

WrestleMania ... that 
hurt a lot. But not getting to fight isn’t 
what hurt. Just getting a match at 
WrestleMania means nothing at this 
point. | should be in the main event 
taking on guys like Cena for a world 
title. In fact, | should have been in the 
main event every year since I've 
been here, taking on the other top 
stars in WWE. 

Or Divas like Torrie 
Wilson | suppose? 

That match on Raw 
should not have happened like that. | 
actually feel terrible for the way | beat 
up Torrie. 

Now we’re getting 
somewhere, Carlito. 

| feel terrible that | 
didn’t keep her in the ring a little bit 
longer to practice my moves. That 
bimbo and her old man friend, Flair, 
are perfect examples of how | had 
turned into some sort of joke this past 
year. That's why | spit in their faces 
and sent them packing to 
Smackdown. 

Carlito, while you are 
making your feelings toward 
some of your old allies perfectly 
clear, | was just wondering if 
there’s anything you learned from 
your time spent with Flair these 
past few months on Raw. 

Sure. | learned what 
happens if you hang around too long. 
You don’t see my dad prancing 
around in a WWE ring at his age, you 
know? But, seriously, | learned that | 
needed to wrestle with more passion. 
| learned that | have to wrestle with 
more aggression. And, most of all, | 
learned that if you put Flair and Torrie 
together, they're a hell of a lot smarter 
than The Sandman. 

Another interesting 
point. Since coming over from 


ECW in the draft, The Sandman 
has been trying to take your head 
off each week with his Singapore 
cane. | was just wondering how 
you plan to fend off a hardcore 
legend looking to make a name for 
himself on Raw. 

CARLITO: The Sandman thinks 
he's cool because those idiot fans 
cheer him. But the last time | 
checked, the old ECW was dead. 
ECW was barbaric. Chairs, tables, 
barbed wire. No real wrestling ability. 
Fans without teeth in the front row. 
For some reason, The Sandman still 
sees himself as if he’s wrestling in 
some bingo hall in South Phila- 
delphia. Unfortunately, The Sand- 
man is out of his element now, and | 
can outsmart him by sticking to his 
real game plan. Carlito will out-wres- 
tle The Sandman and expose him for 
the fraud he is. 

HICKS: To wrap things up, I'd 
like to bring things back to Flair 
for a minute. He shined in his 
recent matches with Edge and 
United States champion MVP over 
on Smackdown. Then look over 
on ECW, where one of your 


Ladies man Carlito 
aligned himself with 
Raw’s beautiful Torrie 
Wilson. But Torrie’s 
time smiling beside 
her Latino heartthrob 
ended when Carlito 
turned against her 
and his mentor, Ric 
Flair, in a selfish 
move. Now his for- 
mer allies are on 
Smackdown. 


Carlito’s patience is running 
thin as he continues to wrestle 
non-title contenders such as 
The Sandman. Mr. Caribbean 
Cool is on a mission to per- 
sonally expose fan favorites 
like The Sandman as the 
“frauds” he claims they are. 


friends, Johnny Nitro, stepped 
right in and became the ECW 
heavyweight champion. Do you 
ever think that a change of pace 
may be the answer to the funk 
your career’s been in? 

CARLITO: If | jumped over to 
Smackdown or ECW and got a 
chance at any of those titles, | 
would become a champion that 
easily. If | stayed on Raw and got a 
shot at Cena or any of the other 
champions, | would be a champion 
again here, too. 

| won the United States title my 
first night on Smackdown, and 
against Cena no less. Then | won the 
Intercontinental title my first night on 
Raw. Sure, a change of scenery 
would give me some new opponents 
and probably some new opportuni- 
ties, but I'm more than capable of 
winning here on Raw as well. 

BROCK: Thank you, Carlito. 

CARLITO: It’s all cool. Now you 
two try to get this old relic home 
safely. Okay? Oo 
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~SHIMIMERS 


NAY BE GOLD 
There’s A Market For Women’s Wrestting fter an 
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RROMOTERS HAVE ALWAYS justified marginalizing women’s 
wrestling by saying there just wasn't a market for a serious women’s 
division. SHIMMER, which is about to celebrate its second anniver- 
sary, has been out to prove that belief Wiongi and so far has done a 
rather convincing job of it. ie 
For decades, women’s wrestling has struggled to gain more than a minor 
presence on the pro wrestling scene. While there have been a few break- 
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Have you made the mistake of assuming that women's wrestling isn’t just as hard- 
hitting as men's action? Sarah Stock nails the macabre MsChif in the midsection 
with a wicked kick. These aren't powder-puff GLOW girls. 


through stars in the sport, such as 
Trish Stratus, women’s wrestling has 
generally fallen into one or more of 
three predictable categories: come- 
dy, sideshow, or cheesecake. 

In SHIMMER, you won't find a 
latter-day Fabulous Moolah, defeat- 
ing women half her age to retain a 
title belt with her photo emblazoned 
on it. You won't find GLOW-style 
lowbrow comedy (a pre-match rap, 
anyone?) and smarmy suggestive- 


ness (“Get a close-up on that head- 
scissors, camera two!”), SHIMMER 
also avoids the pillow fights and bra- 
and-panties type of matches that 
WWE seems to prefer. 

Unlike the WWE Divas and TNA 
Knockouts, SHIMMER primarily 
stresses the athleticism of the 
women competing under its banner. 
While it doesn’t hurt that many of the 
women on its roster try to project 
attractive, feminine images, what 


Daizee Haze neutralizes Malia Hosaka with a bodyscissors. These two women were well- 


known long before their SHIMMER stint. Haze has made many appearances at Ring of 
Honor shows, and Hosaka was a staple of Harley Race’s World League Wrestling. 
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Nikki Roxx must steady herself as Rain 
takes her for a trip around the ring. 
Some female wrestlers, such as Roxx, 
have used SHIMMER as a springboard 
for gigs. Now known as Roxy Laveaux in 
TNA, she has become a valet for VKM. 


counts first and foremost is that the 
women can work in the ring. As a 
result, SHIMMER has avoided the 
problems with blown spots and pre- 
ventable injuries that plague half- 
trained female performers in other 
promotions. 

The SHIMMER product is 
heavily influenced by Ring of 
Honor, both stylistically and in 
terms of its business model. Co- 
founder Dave Prazak has worked 
with ROH for years as an 


announcer and has established 
close ties between the two promo- 
tions. The other driving force in 
the promotion is Allison Danger, a 
former member of Christopher 
Daniels’ Prophecy faction. 

“We take great pride in our prod- 
uct. Both for the fans and the 
women athletes here, we're an alter- 
native to the way women’s wrestling 
is usually presented,” said Danger. 
“The number-one thing that counts 
here is ability.” 

SHIMMER's primary revenue 
stream comes from DVD sales rather 
than live shows. The promotion hosts 
events every few months at the 
Eagles Club in Berwyn, Illinois, 
where two DVD volumes’ worth of 
bouts and features are taped. The 


The SHIMMER women can become ultra-violent, as evidenced here by an impromptu 
fight between veterans Allison Danger and Cindy Rogers. The introduction of a 
chain into the brawl led to the inevitable chain match between the two. 
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DVDs, sold through ROH's online 
merchandise store, have done well 
enough to now be carried nationally 
at mainstream video retail stores. 

In its most ambitious step to 
date, SHIMMER has established its 
own championship. In a two-night 
tournament held at the Eagles Club 
in June, 16 women vied for the 
honor of becoming the promotion's 
first champion. 

On the first night, Sara Del Rey, 
Sarah Stock, Lacey, and Daizee 
Haze advanced to the semifinals. In 
ROH-like fashion, every match in the 
tournament ended with a clean pin- 
fall. In the end, Del Rey was crowned 
the first SHIMMER champion after 
pinning Lacey. 

Del Rey, who was trained by the 


legendary Antonio Inoki as well as 
longtime ROH champion and trainer 
Bryan Danielson, personifies the type 
of wrestler that SHIMMER officials 
want to showcase. 

While undeniably attractive, the 
5'9", 160-pound Californian earns 
respect for what she does in the 
ring, not what she wears in it. 
Tough enough to have won a 14- 
person battle royal in which she 
was the only female participant, 
the 26-year-old Del Rey is also a 
fine technical wrestler. 

“| was a fan as a child, but then 
stopped watching it for a few years. 
Once | got back into it, | knew that | 
wanted to become a wrestler,” Del 
Rey said. “I don’t have a gimmick, 
and | don’t want to rely on one. | just 


enjoy getting out there and wrestling. 
| want to prove myself through hard 
work and quality matches.” 

Beyond its core of DVD-buying 
aficionados and fans of indy 
wrestling, SHIMMER's roster is bet- 
ter known to many fans for its alumni 
than its current roster. Prior to 
departing for WWE, Nattie Neidhart 
and Beth Phoenix worked SHIM- 
MER matches. 

In the near future, though, Del 
Rey, Lacey, and several others 
could start to carve out wider nation- 
al reputations. Like Del Rey, Lacey 
also has an impressive wrestling 
pedigree, having been trained by 
the legendary Eddie Sharkey (the 
same man who gave The Road 
Warriors, “Ravishing” Rick Rude, 


SHIMMER TITLE TOURNAMENT 


A two-night tournament to determine the first SHIMMER champion was held at the Eagles 
Club in Berwyn, Illinois. The first two rounds were held on June 1, and the semifinals and 
final were held on June 2. The bracketing below illustrates Sara Del Rey’s trek to the cham- 


pionship. 


MsChif 


Cheerleader Melissa 


I 
Cindy Rogers 


Malia Hosaka 


Daizee Haze 


1: Sarah Stock was listed as an “International Wildcard” entry, having never competed in SHIMMER before. 
2 
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ia substituted for Serena Deeb, who was unable to make it to the building in time for her match due to a car accident. 


Talk about violent! SHIMMER champion Sara Del Rey pulls out her “Death Rey” on a shocked Alicia. 
Don't worry: The toy gun just makes a lot of noise (left). Del Rey gets serious in a hurry, though, as 
she kicks Alicia in the midsection. Del Rey will probably get a few more ROH dates now that she is 


SHIMMER’s top star (right). 


The Steiner Brothers, Madusa 
Miceli, and many more their start). 

Lacey, a college graduate who 
claims to be the best business- 
woman in wrestling, says the 
SHIMMER style has opened 
some people's eyes to the possi- 
bilities of women's wrestling. Of 
course, she sees herself—rather 
than Del Rey—as the one who is 
destined to lead the way. 

“| like to combine all styles of 


Sarah Stock signs a photo for a big SHIMMER fan. 
It's amazing that SHIMMER has developed such a 
following in a relatively brief time. SHIMMER’s 
working relationships with Ring of Honor and Full 
Impact Pro should raise its profile even higher. 


wrestling. | think that’s something 
that makes me stand out. | try to 
add many styles of wrestling to a 
match: technical mat wrestling, 
some high spots, power moves,” 
she said. "The quality of the com- 
petition here is very good, but 
when all is said and done, I'm 
going to beat Sara Del Rey and 
become the present and future of 
women's wrestling.” 

Throughout the SHIMMER ros- 
ter, you'll find women who thrived 
in wrestling's toughest proving 
grounds. The performers learned 
their craft from a who's who of 
wrestling, with trainers ranging 
from Lelani Kai (Amber O'Neal) to 
Steve Corino (Allison Danger), 
and from Killer Kowalski (Nikki 
Roxx) to Kid Kash (Daizee Haze). 

A crucial part of SHIMMER's 
growth plan centers upon its 
working relationship with Ring of 
Honor. ROH frequently features 
SHIMMER performers on its 
cards, with the matches having 
moved from pre-show events to 
advertised bouts. ROH now rec- 
ognizes the SHIMMER champi- 
onship, and Del Rey will defend 
her title on ROH cards. 

“| think we've already proved 
some doubters wrong,” re- 
marked Danger. “And | know 
we'll continue doing it in the 
future. SHIMMER has the goods 
to make it for the long haul, sust 
like Ring of Honor.” 1 
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Ken Kennedy: Biggest Winner 


The 2007 WWE Lottery's Winners & Losers 


BY DAVE LENKER 
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HAT SHOULD HAVE been one of the biggest 
W/ news items in wrestling in the first half of 2007 
Was overshadowed by one of the most horri- 
fying stories ever to hit wrestling: the Chris Benoit double- 
murder/suicide. But as life in WWE does, indeed, move 
~~ forward, the events of June 11 and 17, 200Zthé dates 
of WWE's primary and supplementahdrafts—changed the 
landscape of the companyisignificantly. 
A grand total of 25 wrestlers switched brands, and 
those changes will impact the-careers of every other 
_ wrestler-on'the WWE roster, as every member of every 
roster has potential new opponents to worry about. 
We've allowed some time to pass so that all of us 
~~€otildrdigest-and ponder what happened in the draft and 
get a sense of which individuals benefited/lost the most 
and whether each brand is stronger or weaker as a 
result of the reshuffling. We'll go about this analysis 
brand by brand, offering some general comments first, 
followed by an examination of each wrestler who made 
a move and a rating of (+), (—), or (=) for the brand that 
acquired him or her. 


RAW 

To the surprise of no one, Raw gained a lot and lost 
virtually nothing in the 2007 talent draft. That isn’t to 
say it didn’t lose any talented stars, but rather that it 
didn’t lose anyone it can't replace or can’t do without. 
Bobby Lashley has been tagged for megastardom 
since last year, and Raw’s acquisition of him is fitting, 
as it seemed he’d been wrestling on Raw more often 
than for his supposed home brand of ECW for months. 
Expect his push to gain even more steam now. 

Raw also landed long-time main-eventer King 
Booker, soon-to-be main-eventer Ken Kennedy, a hot, 
young tag team in Brian Kendrick and Paul London, an 
underrated woman wrestler (and lousy vocalist) in 
dillian Hall, and some good additions to the mid-card 
ranks. No offense to the nine stars whom Raw lost, but 
the brand will survive the loss of all nine quite nicely, 
thank you. Raw was a big winner. 


King Booker 
Judge for yourself whether you think the King 
Booker routine has gotten old, but the fact is, royal 
gimmick or no royal gimmick, the man had grown very 
stale with Smackdown. The Book has been at or near 
the main-event level of WWE since his arrival in 2001, 
but he’d tangled with The Undertaker and Batista ad 
mauseam in recent times and needed a fresh set of 
opponents. FeudS)withsShawn Michaels, John Cena, 
~ of-even Randy Orton would belinteresting. A good 
move for both Raw-and Smackdown. (+) 


Bobby Lashley 

Lashley vs. Cena at WrestleMania 24, anyone? 
There are some in WWE who have been disap- 
Pointed by the fan reaction to Lashley, given his 


huge push of late. The" fact is, any wrestler who 
feuds with Mr..MeMahon will inevitably be com- 
pared withsth@ man who originally crossed'the boss, 
Stewel’Austin, and probably not favorably. Fans 
Seem to be getting behind Lashley more and more 
lately, and this trend should continue as he tangles 
with Raw’s finest and toughest. (+) 


Ken Kennedy 

Another ready-made opponent for Michaels, 
Lashley, Cena, or Triple-H, provided he can put his 
injury problems behind him. Kennedy should be a huge 
star for Raw, where men with microphone skills really 
shine. It was a bit of a surprise that he never quite 
reached the main-event level with Smackdown. Raw 
will do well by him, and vice versa. (+) 


Snitsky 
Somebody in WWE truly believes there’s a lot of 
potential here. Remember, he dominated Kane at 
times during his first run with Raw, and then quickly 
petered out. He squashed everyone in sight in ECW, it 
seemed, but most of those wins meant little. He could 
actually be quite the fun role player (best-case sce- 
How many times can we see a Booker-Batista feud 
before the craving hits for something new? 
Thankfully, King Booker has left “The Animal” 


behind on Smackdown and will be searching out 
new battles on the Raw roster. 


nario) for Raw. And every- 


RAW PICKS one in ECW has likely 
1. Bobby Lashley already forgotten him. (=) 
2. Ken Kennedy 
3. Jillian Hall Daivari 
4, Brian Kendrick Used in the right way, 

& Paul London Daivari could be a solid 


since Daivari lost his gig 
s The Great Khali’s 


(RANKING THE note. It would be very sur- 
SMACKDOVN prising if that changes. 
PICKS This is probably a pick 
1. Kenny Dykstra meaningless to everyone 
2. Ric Flair not named Daivari. (—) 
3. The Major 
Brothers Brian Kendrick & 
4, Chris Masters Paul London 
5. The Great Khali They made a big impact 
6. Eugene on their first night with Raw, 
7. Torrie Wilson defeating The World's 
6. Victoria Greatest Tag Team surpris- 
9. Hardcore Holly ingly easily. They should 


get chances to raise their 
profile in WWE in matches 


ECW PICKS against TWGTT, Lance 
1. John Morrison Cade and Trevor Murdoch, 

2. The Miz and possibly The Hardys. 
3. The They were great for Smack- 
Boogeyman down, but there wasn’t 

4. Viscera much else that brand could 


do with them. (+) 


Jillian Hall 

We're a little surprised she didn't leave her lack of 
vocal skills in the Smackdown locker room. That bit 
was funny the first two or three times she used it, but 
now ... well, she should have started fresh with Raw 


Considering his mike skills, attitude, and 
charisma, Ken Kennedy's rightful place is 
‘on Raw. Fortunately, Mr. Kennedy can also 
hold his own against big men, making him a_| 
‘suitable competitor for John Cena, Shawn 
Michaels, Bobby Lashley, and Triple-H. 
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Surprise, surprise. Bobby Lashley is now a 
member of the Raw roster, St 


and dropped it. Nevertheless, she 
does wrestle far better than she 
sings, and she didn't get enough 

chances to show that with Smack- 
down. Now she'll be in the women’s title mix and a 
good foil for Mickie James, Candice Michelle, and, 
perhaps eventually, Melina. Expect her to strike gold 
within a year. (+) 


William Regal 

Arguably the most versatile mid-carder in WWE 
was starting to get lost in blue territory. His tag team 
with Dave Taylor was solid but unspectacular. Look for 
him to stir up some entertaining trouble in unexpected 
places with Raw and, we hope, make better use of his 
dry wit. Raw should be able to make 
the most of his often-underappreciat- 
ed skills. (+) 


The Sandman 
Mildly surprised were we that 


Originals got what seemed to be their 
last moment in the national spot- 
| light—Sandman’s days with WWE 
appeared to be numbered. He could 
still have a fun mid-card feud or two in 
him, and better to get him out of his 
= | ECW comfort zone. (=) 


SMACKDOWN 

Let's hope that.Smiackdown Creative sees something 
very specialiin Kenny Dykstra, for he might well be the 
key to determining whether this-draft was a boom or 
bust for the blue squad. Of the 10 stars Smackdown 
acquired’in'the draft, Dykstra is the only one witha 
huge upside. The others were, for the most.patty either 
castoffs from other brands or athletesiWho can help the 
brand only in the shorttermior in limited ways. 

On the other hand, some of Smackdown's losses 
could turn out to be huge stars elsewhere. Smackdown 
didn't come close to replacing its biggest loss, Ken 
Kennedy. Don't make too much of all the slobbering 
Michael Cole and John Bradshaw Layfield did over their 
pickups on draft night. It's their job to spin things posi- 
tively. 


The Great Khali 

There was a reason Raw pushed him into a main- 
event feud with John Cena so swiftly. Khali is so limited 
in the ring that he was going to be exposed in his first 
major feud, so why not capitalize on his freakish look 
and size by making him a threat to the Raw World 
champion right away. It was intriguing to watch him in 
the ring with Cena, and the matches were a 
little better than was anticipated. But Cena 
dispatched Khali cleanly twice on PPV, and it 
was hard to see him getting moved to the mid- 
card ranks. He may have one decent high-pro- 
file Smackdown feud in him. (=) 


Torrie Wilson 
Who knew that Torrie would have such longevi- 

ty in the business? She’s as beautiful as ever, 

yet she hasn't shown a lot of improvement in 

the ring. She is what she is as a wrestler and 

won't be missed in Raw's women’s division. 

She could still thrive as a manager and/or 

in gimmick matches with Kristal Marshall, 

Michelle McCool, and perhaps Cherry. Not 

a significant move. (=) 


Chris Masters 

A whole new roster of 
stars on whom he can 
use his masterlock. 
Whoopee! Let’s hope 
we've seen the last of 
that dreaded masterlock 
challenge. Masters has 
gradually improVédiingthe.ring over the last year, but 
he lacks charisma and seems allGngpway from seri- 


ously challenging for the Smackdown World titleGolo_ 


and JBL reacted as if this Wasa huge acquisition for 
Smackdown, but when did he last win a meaningful 
match? Still a very raw talent ... and a talent Raw 
won't miss. (=) 


®ile Flair 

The “Nature Boy” hadebeen with Raw far too long 
and should benefit from this move. Smackdown 
should as well} as Flair can still be plugged into occa- 
sional main-event matches (he has already battled 
Edgt;) and will never balk at helping a young mid- 
Carder move his career along by feuding with him 
(see MVPY"Still, this is only a short-term boost for 
Smackdown because Flair won't wrestle forever. At 
least we don’t think he will. (+) 


Kenny Dykstra 

This might have looked like a throwaway supple- 
mental draft pick, but Smackdown would be wise to 
get behind the youngster who previously captained 
The Spirit Squad. He was being tabbed as a future 
WWE main-eventer before he graduated from OVW 
and before he turned 20. He didn't fare well in a Raw 
feud with Flair, but the stench of the Spirit Squad 
should be washed off by now, and his new brand 
could repackage him and push him in a big, big way. 
He could be the steal of this entire draft. (+) 
Chris Masters’ masterlock has worn out its welcome on Raw. It probably 
won't be any better received on Smackdown. “The Masterpiece” had better 


start building a more varied move set if he wants his time on Smackdown to 
be different than his Raw run. 
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Hardcore Holly 

You didn’t forget that Holly was still with It took a while for fans to forgive 

4 aca Kenny for his role in The Spirit Squad, 

WWE ... that he had an interesting little | hut he proved his critics wrong by 

stint in ECW before getting seriously repackaging himself, adding a last 

injured for the 47,362nd time? Neither did cee Beechill cheer- 

we. Really. At this point, if Smackdown can |" \adetsaateer.sweats. bets Hist pray 
get anything productive out of Holly before | — ed on the never-evolving Eugene. 


ana gets. hurt,, itll be.a.bonus. 
is the least significant pick of 
eal draft. (-) 


The Major Brothers 

They very quietly showed some potential” 
in an exciting series of matches against 
ECW's New Breed. Smackdown is a step 
up for them in an era in WWE in which tag 
team wrestling is an afterthought. They will 
replace Kendrick and London and should 
get title matches in short order. (+) 


Victoria 

The raven-haired vixen has to be won- 
dering what Smackdown could have planned for her. She 
is the most underrated female wrestler in WWE, but Raw 
long ago gave up on pushing her for more than a few 
weeks at a time. Sadly, she became little more than ros- 
ter depth on Monday nights and has been replaced by 
Jillian Hall. She could still be so much more, but with 
Smackdown, what could that be? (=) 


Eugene 

If he was going to be repackaged, it probably would 
have happened by now. The only nuance he has added 
to his repertoire since joining Smackdown is the wear- 
ing of a Superman cape. Yeah, that's what was miss- 
ing. We hope we're wrong, but this looks like a mean- 
ingless move. (-) 


ECw 

Chris Benoit was supposed to anchor the reshuffled 
roster as a player/coach type, but even with him in the 
mix, the draft wasn't all that kind to ECW. There was no 
strong indication that Johnny Nitro—now known as John 
Morrison—was going to be a major player ... until he took 
Benoit's place in the finals of the mini-tournament for the 
vacant ECW championship and, shockingly, beat C.M. 
Punk to win the gold. We're still not totally convinced Nitro 
was that significant an acquisition, although he has a real 
chance to prove us wrong, and we hope he does. 
Outside of Nitro and. BenoitsE@Wiad three pickups, 
~nonesofiWhich Was the least bit Significant. The only 
="Consolation was that it really didn’t lose much. The 
Major Brothers were a tag team with a brand with no 
other regular tag teams and no tag title to pursue. You 
might argue that losing its rising megastar of a champi- | my 
on in Lashley was a gigantic disappointment, but we The olan of bavitg Ric Fishin airtelor ie thet Re can olevata von 


considered Lashley to be an unofficial member of the guys. Even if you are on the losing end, a feud with Flair can give an unknown 
Raw roster already. ‘some recognition. For that reason, Smackdown is in more need of Flair than Raw. 
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The Boogeyman 

Had he not been drafted 
away from Smackdown (rat- 
ings-on Friday nights are sure 
to plummet now}), it might 
have been interesting_.to 
watch a matcheb@tween 
Boogeyman and Khali. But 
we suppose they wouldn't 
have been able to-get in all 
five"moves in their combined 
repertoire. So what's Boogey 
going to do in ECW? Wrestle 
in a lot of short matches that 
end with him spitting worms 
all over his foe? Won't that be 
fun? You just know a feud 
with ECW's resident vampire, 
Kevin Thorn, is coming. (-) 


The Miz 

He's a better talker than 
wrestler, and Smackdown 
seemed to run out of things 
for him to do, so a move sort 
of made sense. It's hard to 
see his little interview seg- 
ment on ECW lasting long or 
meaning a lot. Maybe Paul 
Heyman could have done 
something with him in the old 
ECW, but the new ECW? 
Let's just say we hope we're 
underestimating him. (+) 


Viscera 

His Raw appearances 
had become less regular, 
so he had little to lose by 
getting moved. He'll proba- 
bly wrestle the occasional 
semi-significant match 
... and lose. Oh, and 
despite the fact that 
he loses every match, 
as had become the 


case when he competed for Raw, the commentators 
will marvel at how his smaller opponent was somehow 


able to beat him. (-) 


Jolin Morrisen 


if he doesn't make it here, he won't'make 
it anywhere. He was getting a huge push 
with Raw early in 2007, and it just ended. 
Vince McMahon must have seen something 
he didn’t like. Horrible circumstances have 
yielded another push for him. It's up to him to 


take advantage. (+) 


Oo 


With the departure of The Big Show, Viscera\is now ECW’s resident big man. 
Somehow, “Big Daddy V" continuallyloses, but his size enables his con- 
queror to look like David who justSlew his Goliath. 


Moving one Sfithe only legitimate female wrestlers in WWE to 
Smackdow 4, a brand lackinga. women's title, could irreparably damage 

___ Victoria's career. it’s unlikely that emarrival could mark the beginning ., 

~~ of female competition on Smackdown, considering that her female 
counterparts include Torrie, Kristal, and Ashley. 
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N 1999, MORE ‘than 11 million television viewers 

[ined in to watch pro wrestling every Monday 

night. Today, that number has dropped down to 

about 6 million. 

There are a lotof reasons wrestling has lost fans in 
recent years, including the retiremermtS-ef superstars—— 

1 with cross-over appeal and the growing popularity of 

mixed martial arts. But the most glaring reason for the 

drop is the fact that WCW—the company that fired the 

first shots against the WWF in the vaunted “Monday 

ee Night War'—no longer exists, having been bought in 
2001 by Vince McMahon. Wher-WwetWvanished-from— = 
the-TBS airwaves, WCW fans went ##-two directions. 


Some in theehabit of watching the WWF. Thetest 
Ee a Sh wresiting altogether. - 


When Jerry and Jeff Jarrettylaunched: 


WA . ie 
e beat a back in 2002, their goal was to recapture thase disen>) iy 
te who walked away from z° sport whel ;= 


£ the which later becam was the only 
game in to ~ < a 

teditS*fifth anniversary this June, a mile- 

stofeaccomplishment for a promotion*many analysts 

meatal be aut of"business in less than one 

= year. The pany has an awful lot going for it, most-— 

notably a hard-working, highly athletic.rester that’s.com- 
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prised of a perfect 
blend of wrestlers 
of all levels of expe- 
rience. If you take 
60 minutes out of 
your life to watch 
Impact on a Thurs- 
day night, chances 
are you'll be back 
for a second help- 
ing. But, with /m- 
pact’s weekly rat- 
ings hovering just 
above the 1.0 mark 
(or roughly 1.5 mil- 
lion viewers), TNA 
is drawing only 
about 30 percent of 
the viewers of 
WWE's Raw. 

In fact, even 
with a talent-laden 
roster, solid TV 
production val- 
ues, and all of the company’s attention focused on 
just a few shows a month, /mpact has yet to equal 
even ECW’'s viewership, While the company has 
made major strides in selling international televi- 
sion rights and has made steady progress in 
licensing its trademark, it has yet to emerge as a 
legitimate competitor to WWE—and, by most 
accounts, is still operating in the red. 

With WWE enduring significant fan backlash 
over the past few years through such critically 
despised angles as the Katie Vick storyline, “Diva 
Searches,” the impostor Donald Trump/Rosie 
O'Donnell fiasco, and the “death” of Mr. McMahon, 
TNA could have established itself as an alternative 
to WWE where athleticism is prized over overblown 
comedy and drama—but it hasn't happened. 

Why? That’s the burning question that keeps 
TNA management up at night. We've identified 
some of the key reasons—and some of our find- 
ings may surprise you. 


SHADES OF WCU 

As WCW unraveled in 2000, the writing team came 
up with increasingly convoluted and nonsensical story- 
lines, and wrestlers such as Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Kevin 
Nash, and the Steiners were the featured acts in that 
promotion. WCW burnt out its fan base with false finish- 
es, ridiculous angles, and wrestlers constantly switching 
from being fan favorites to heels and vice versa with lit- 
tle rationale. The TNA roster includes several of the per- 
formers most closely associated with the dying days of 
WCW, and fairly or not, that's a stigma that’s been at 
times difficult to overcome. 


Vince Russo rightfully claims some 
of the credit for the WWF's positive 
turnaround in the late-’90s, but some 
wonder if the same formula can work 
a decade later. 
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ides more 
. But TNA 

skits and 
io WWE. 


Fans want TNA to be a WWE alternative that pro 
rasslin’ than sports entertainment-type programmin: 
continues to follow WWE's lead by creating backstay 
over-the-top ring promos that simply don’t match up 


OF WWE 

Early on, TNA seemed intent on forging its own identi- 
ty, but it is very difficult to run any business andjresist the 
urge to emulate the industry leader. At this point, TNA 
often comes across as a carbon copy of WWE with an 
emphasis on backstage skits and lengthy in;ring pro- 
mos. However, with the notable exception of Kurt Angle 
and Christian Cage, some of TNA's top performers 


With only an hour a week to showcase its stars’ talents, TNA 
attempts to cram as many of its wrestlers as possible into each 
match, resulting in some innovative action, but also eliminating 
the classic head-to-head combat that wrestling fans crave. 


After ROH branched 
‘out into the VOD mar- 
ket, TNA pulled con- 
tracted stars such as 
Christopher Daniels 
(headlocking Jack 
Evans) from ROH 
appearances. TNA's 
action has alienated a 
significant fan base. 


aren't quite up to par with their interviews, often sound- 
ing forced and amateurish. Instead of taking the risk of 
winning over fans by emphasizing an alternative 
approach, TNA has more or less followed WWE's formu- 
la. When WCW surpassed the WWF in the late-'90s, it 
did so by taking a radically different approach. TNA 
seems reluctant to go that route. 


THE THME CRUNCH 

With Raw, Smackdown, and ECW, WWE broad- 
casts five hours of wrestling per week. TNA has one 
measly hour. It's awfully hard to showcase several dif- 
ferent wrestlers or put over detailed storylines’ in just 
one hour. The spotlight is so small that it can shine 
only on a half-dozen competitors or so. Which leads to 
the next issue ... 


IMULTIPLE-IMAN MATCHES 

With only about 48 minutes of TV time available and 
dozens of wrestlers under contract, TNA frequently 
throws a group of wrestlers into the ring with little buildup 
or back story, whether it’s a six-man tag match, an X divi- 
sion gauntlet match, or a battle royal. The multiple-man 
formula may allow for some exciting high spots here and 
there, but it limits the number of any meaningful one-on- 
one rivalries. Wrestling is built on one-on-one rivalries. 
Other than Kurt Angle vs. Samoa Joe, there are few last- 
ing one-on-one rivalries that haven't devolved into multi- 
ple-man train wrecks this year. 


WRESTUNG’S POPULARITY LEVEL 

Not all of the factors at play are within TNA’s control. 
The sport experienced an incredible peak in the late- 
1990s, and peaks are always followed by valleys. 


WWE's ratings have slipped as well, and there hasn't 
been a wrestler to truly break through with mainstream 
audiences the way Goldberg, Austin, Hogan, and Rock 
did years ago. While attendance figures The entire 
industry has been in a bit of a lull compared to the halcy- 
on days of 1999. 


THE BRAND EXTENSION (AND ECW) 

Though the reaction was largely mixed at the time, 
the brand extension has been a boon for WWE. 
Splitting the roster into Raw and Smackdown brands, 
then adding ECW in 2006, has opened up room on 
the roster and allowed new stars to emerge. If the 
advent of ECW on Sci Fi was a strategic move on the 
part of WWE to saturate the market before /mpact 
had a chance to gain traction in primetime on Spike 
TV, it worked. 


THE RISE OF RING OF HONOR 

ROH began right around the same time as TNA, but 
instead of following in the footsteps of WCW or WWE, 
ROH blazed a new path by showcasing exciting and 
innovative wrestlers adhering to a “code of honor.” ROH 
emphasized pure grappling above all else and devel- 
oped a passionate core fan base, even without the ben- 
efit of a national TV contract. Wrestling purists have 
turned not to TNA, but to ROH, and TNA has exacerbat- 
ed the situation by barring its contracted talent from 
appearing on ROH cards, further alienating ROH fans 
from TNA's product. 


WWE BRAND LOVALTY 

Perhaps the most underrated—and overlooked—fac- 
tor is simply brand 
loyalty. WWE is the 
wrestling company 
today’s fans grew up 
watching. Whether it 
was Hulk Hogan 
bodyslamming 
Andre the Giant, Bret 
Hart’s feud with 
Shawn Michaels, or 
the “Attitude” era, the [> 
overwhelming major- 
ity of today’s fans got 
hooked on wrestling fs 
because of a WWE 
moment. You never 
forget your first love. 
TNA lacks the tradi- 
tion of WWE. Until it 
introduces the sport 
to a new generation 
of fans, TNA will be 
seen as the kid 
brotherto WWE. O 


B.G. James and Kip James can mas- 
querade as DeGeneration X all they 
want, but fans will always feel loyal 
to the promotion that first drew 
them into the world of wrestling fan- 
dom—and, unfortunately for TNA, 
that is usually WWF/E. 
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BACK ISSUES OF 


‘May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who fs 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Lary 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Muligan, Chiet Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zhyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 
RRace-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhades, 
Giberts, Mr. Wresting Il, Bravo-Bochwinkel 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: "I Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiase, Gare & Marte, 
‘Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Pipar-Supersar 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich. 

(Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry Funk 
‘And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also 
‘ickund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sulivan,Fai-Patera, Vere Gagne, 

‘Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinks|: “Tommy Rich ts Too 
‘Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulgan Jr, Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler Kaufman, Mike Graham 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ale Flair's 
Championship Destiny. Also: To Santana, Valentine- 
‘las, Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Stud, Eric Embry, 
‘May 1982: Bob Backlund's Fourth Anniversary As 
WWF Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up. 
‘Aso: Kolot-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, 
Putski-Moraes, Dusty Rhodes. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
[NWA Belt Strangled Wresting’s Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Aemstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno 
‘Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed, 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
(Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Far, Roddy Piper 

Nov. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Fla: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunell 
Putski& Snuka, Brian Bic 

‘Dec. 1962: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bot Orton Jr 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Bary Windham, Ted OiBiase, 
4YO-Bockwinkel, Olver Humperdink 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinket 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz, Also: 
‘Backlund-Graham, Rich-Savyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
{& Garea, McDaniel & Pper, Kamal, 

May 1963: What Will When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt, Lou Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Tery Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Anodes, Fi-Omdort 

July 1983: Rg Flic “I Wrestle The Men Backlund Is 
‘raid 01.” Also: Putsk-Adonis, Kevin Sulivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel Heenan, 

Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Info 
Elle: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back, Also 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Elering, Mulgan & 
Windham, 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Ousty Rhodes 
Fulfil His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
‘Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzel, to Santana 
Von Erich Freebird. 

‘Dec, 1988: The Night The AWA World Tile Was Stolen 
From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Pipe, Larty Zbyszko, 
Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshi 

‘March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWF? Also: Wayne & Saver, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

July 1984: Tommy Rich fs Back And Ho Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiat-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, ily Jack 

‘Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
(Crushes "The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc. 
SawyerSulvan, Lawler & Dion, MeDaniel-Race 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Ful-Netson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gets Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Roddy Piper, Heenan & Sato, Brody & 
Hansen, Kery Von Erich 

‘Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End It .. Or Make tt Worse? Also 
Tito Santana, Marte-Atia, D, Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Witiams-Taylr. 

Jan, 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Fair's NWA 
‘Title Within My Grasp." Also: Altano & Lauper, Koltfs 
& Ketnodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott 
Mose, 

Feb. 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Tite ... But Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Wartiors- 


‘Sheepherders, Fail Jack, Nikita Kolot 
‘April 1985: ix-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, tomor- 
‘ows stars, Adams-Kevin,Farlack, Terminators. 

‘May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
‘Manny Fernander: Exclusive Coverage Ot The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, 
Backlund-Race, Haynes-Kamal, Tito Santana 

june 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singing Out 
Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backlund, Rtodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 
Haynes 

uly 1985; I's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
‘Wouldn't Trade it With Anyone! Also: Backiund-Marte, 
Kemodle-Kolff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine 
‘Mike Graham. 

‘Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Tery Taylor, Magnum 
TA, Bugsy MeGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 2th anniversary. 

‘Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Sho: Ric 
Flair—'I Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid i!” 
‘Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
‘Steele, Killer Brooks, al-time tap 10, 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
‘Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Fal!” Also: Stove 
Wiliams, Hogan-Orton, iir-Bockwikel, Lex Luger 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A: The Rock ‘a’ Rol Express vs. The Freebird. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndorfl, Mike Von Erich, 
Mutigan-Bass, 

Dec. 1966: Ric Flai’s NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Criies! Also: Nikita Kolo, Gibert & 
Sting, Hogan- Piper, Abdulah-Adams, Nick Bockwink, 

Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan's Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted 
Diiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb, 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. Also: 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkot, Terry Gordy, 
Wendel Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushehev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Kolo's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Srv, 

‘June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Ot This WWF Superteudl Also: Nick 
Bochwinkel, Paul Odor, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve 
Wiliams, 

July 1967: Missy Hyatt: Will She kiss And Tell In The 
WWE? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Niita-Comette, Stan Hansen 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Kolotfs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Tile: ts Randy Savage The Fans’ Last 
Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erch, Ken Patera, Sting- Gilbert, 
Horsemen-Freebids,Zbyszko-Gagne 

‘Dec. 1967: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lavle, 
Windham-Steiner, Flar-Wiliams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Gavi, 

‘Jan, 1908: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloft-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Duggan-DiBiase 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without The 
NWA Belt” Also: Kery Von Erich, sim Comet, Hogan- 
‘Andre, Hennig-Laver, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: Ater Four Years As Champion... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Wartiors- 
Demolition, Steve Witiams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Testy Gordy, 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also: Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hal, Madusa Mice, Luger-Am. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk,Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase,Nikta Kolo 

‘Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shilt! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Elering, Oven & Bret, 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
‘Share Que Fans With The Rock n° Rall Express!” Aso: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Raberts-Rude 
Rougeaus, Jim Garin. 

‘Jan, 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Tile 


siler 


Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Stl Prove 
‘Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
‘Savage-Hulk,Tery Gordy, Kevin Von Eich. 

March 1989: Scared Slit! “Don't Say Snakel” Also: 
deft Jaret, Cactus Jack, Rie Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, iron Sheik 

‘April 1969: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
‘Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawier-Kery, Andre, 
Mike Rotundo 

June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impassib 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
‘Steamboat, Rick Martel, Lary Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Fair, 

uly 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannat 
Beal! Also: lai-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
‘Warriors & Ellering, Michaol Hayes. 

‘Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
‘Champions VI. Aso: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
‘Muta, Ted Ditase, Teddy Long, 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hoga Zeus, Lany Zoyscko, Jerry Lawl 
Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Proview & Analysis. 
‘Aso: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes- 
‘Luger, Art Bar, ily Jack Haynes. 

Nov, 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan fs Scared Stitt Also: Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Fla. Funk, Dustn-Steel Man, Sgt. 
Slaughter, 

san. 1990; The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, P.Y. Chu-Hl, Greg 
Gagne. 

‘March 1990: Funk-Flai: “I Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
Mare Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Stoners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Cornette 

‘April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of Greatness. Also 
LLuger-iar, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Compary, 

july 1990: My 10 Challenges To Rc Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Pott, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Fair, 
Doom, Tuly Blanchard, 

‘Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior Wl: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zayscko 

Sept. 1990: The Utimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Bly Jack Haynes, Lex 
Luger, Doom-Stiners, Tugboa, Kerry-Bome. 

Oct, 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Fat, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Dev, Chris 
Von Erich 

Fell, 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax" 
Unraveling The Diabolcal Plat, Also: Muts-Steamboat, 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Comte & Express, 
Norman, 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarett, Comet & 
Express, Teddy Long, Suvivor Series, Scott Norton, 
April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
‘Aso: Ted DiBlase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones 

‘May 1991: Only Hulk Hoyan Can Rid The WWE Of The 
Stonch Of Sgt. Slaughter. Aso; Rc Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheil-Bral, Power & Glory, Testy Funk. 

june 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flar-Gigante, 
‘Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich 

uly 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” OF 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steines, Savage & Elzabeth, 

‘Aug. 1991: If Sot. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” . 
Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Als: Luger= 
Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Potto, Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Laner-Embry 

‘Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Fair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Mateh Ot The Century? 
‘Als; Sting, 25 greatest teams, Bevery, Cactus Jack 
Jan, 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Jotiny 
B, Baud, Mr. Hughes, dake Rbets, Ronnie Gosset 
Feb, 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 


Don't miss a single issue of the magazine 
that has thrilled wrestling fans for two 
generations, THE WRESTLER! Complete your 
Collection of the most respected wrestling 
publication in the world! Supplies are 
limited, so don't delay—ortier today! 


Bounty On Falr—Wil Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R, Steiner- 
Abia, 

Marc 1982: Aer Suvivor Series & Tuesday n Tera: 
Has The WWF Title Suffered Ireparable Damage? 
‘Aso: rian Pinan, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, 
Mount Hat, ef at 

‘April 1992: Alter A Year Of Tragedy & Turmol: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
‘Omdort, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Fr, Michaels 
A Jannety. 

Dec. 1952: Ho's Baaaasack Jake Rober Sites Ino 
WoW. Ais: Paul E. Oangerousy, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaals- Mail, Gierts-Rock Ral 

June 1992: In Ric Flar’s High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns. 
‘Aso: Ede Gilbert, Uimate Wario, Vinnie Vegas, 
WOW ties, Koko B. Ware 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't D0": For Rick 
Rude, The U.S, Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorita Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg Valentine, 
Sabu 

‘Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: Wrestlefania's 
Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Underaker-Robet, Sing, J¥D, Rob Van Dan 

Sept, 1962: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Ga For The Tite 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kieen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondons 

(Oct. 1992; British Bulldog & Utimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Bin Leo, Marte-Tatanka tee Austin, Sing. 
Nov. 1992: WWE Beware! I's The Perec Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Aso: Crush, Butch Reed, Sing, 
Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey 

Jan, 1993: Sting Turns Sais: “Hurting Joke Makes 
‘Me Happy!" Also: Anderson & Eaton, Bushwhackers- 
Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa 
Chon. 

Feb, 1998: WWE Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Aso: Sg. Siauhter, Steve 
Austin, Fick tener, Bob Backlund, Teny Taylor 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1982—Tho Year In 
Pletues, aso: Madusa-Pau E, Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Pradiions For ‘93 

April 1993 What's In? What's Ou? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Fick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Grstonti. 
May 1999: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? Aso: im Comat, 
Christopher-Jarett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Henia-Luge. 

Nov. 198: Bret Hart ws. Lex Luger: Its Not Over Yet 
Aso: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bode, Tatanka, Shr Mart 

ay 1994: Aershock! How The Ray Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania, Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, Dovglas- 
Shem Pato, improve WOW. 

July 1994: le Flair ws. Hu Hogan: We Preview The 
inevitable Bato, Also: Oreamr-Snuta, Jim Crcket’s 
{Wi Ted Biase, Shane Dugas, Tera ying. 

Aug. 1994; Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Aso: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Fi-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vschon. 

Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Aso: Big Van Vader, Parker-Holhwood Blonds, Stng- 
ude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kari, Bunkhouse 
Rhodes, Pblc Enemy. 

Jan, 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995, Also, 
Johny B, Badd, DiBiase-Ttana, Bob Backlund, PS-13, 
Hacksaw Duggan 

March 1995 (Special tssue): 1994—The Year in 
Pictures. Aco: Sullvan-Hogan-Sulivan, WE 95.0WF 
86, Pic Fi, MOM, 911 

April 198: imagine Wresting Today Wt ..Also: Gunn 
4 Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money ne, Lave Comet. 
ay 1994: Atershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up Wresleania, Aso: Bg Bossman, Sherr-Dougls, 
Hut Hogan, The Patriot. 

ly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With Ameria. Ao: 
Mary Janntty, Bran Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundes 

(Oct. 1995: President Backund2t Als: Steines, Austin 
‘4 Pitan, Miss Texas, Gordon Soli 

Nov. 1986: if Savage Can’t Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarratt-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & 
Renegade, WWF legends cundabl 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Proview: Sting vs. Hogan: This 


‘Time it's For Realt Also: Steines, Yankert-Underake, 
Bodies-Cornet, An Anderson. 

‘May 1996: WWE In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Pubic Enemy, Steve 
‘Austin, wresting odie, Kensuke Sasaki, Rc Fai. 
«June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant 1s Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ 
‘Wresting, Razor Ramon rian Plan, Konnan. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
‘Aso: Savia Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chis Beno, Gldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

(ct. 1996: Musing Back To The Top: The Warrior ks 
Ready To Rule Again. Aso: Wariors& Sasaki-Steiners 
‘& Norton, Razor & Diese, Mabel & Mo, lve Mean, 
Nov, 1996: Brian Pliman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Stng, Ray Stevens, Dek Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenfa, WCW shut 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceot! Aso: Ahmed Jonson, Ric Fir, Mero & Sable, 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Aso: Steve Austin, Michaes- 
GGoiust, Am Anderson Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Willams, 
san. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move 
Buy WCW Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Oven-Buliog, 
Ted Ditiase. 

Feb, 1997; Wrestng's Top Stars: What 1997 Has in 
Store For Them! Also: Michaes-Hart, Pit Gul |, Rey 
Mstrio Jr, Kein Nash 

July 1997; Infghting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing lls Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Supe 8 tourney, Jerry Laver. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Fined By JJ, Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jett Jaret, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Can Sever 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceaft Aso: Guerreros, Taz, Sj, Paul Bearer, Bran 
Cistopher. 

Hol, 1997: Fist Owen .. Then Taker... Then Hogan: 
Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart, 
Lex Luger, ic Fir, Dean Malenko, 

‘April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe .. But Can The 
NWO Handle tis Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock, 
Steines: Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Mahia 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell 
‘Als; Bischot-retZbyscko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA adder match. 

June 1996: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dity Deeds 
s+. And Then He's Outta Herel Aso: DeGeneration X, 
sim Comet, Randy Savage, yesterday and today 

uly 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Tie fst 
Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? Also: Ric 
Fir, Headbangers-Rock Rol, Chris Chet, Mero & 
Sable. 

‘Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vine! t's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sabl, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report, 
‘Aso: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Mai, Bil Goldberg, Antonio 
ini 

(Oct. 1998: The Mother Of Al Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
\WCW Supercard ts No Longer Just Tak! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 


oe 


Name 


Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
‘Blackman, Melanie Pilman, Rey Misterio dr. 

Dec. 1996 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceot! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Fir, Kane. 
Hol. 1998: “Quit, Mick!” A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wite. Also: Chris Jecho, Jason Sensation, 
‘wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan, 1999: Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
‘Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, hres- 
way tile matches. 

Feb. 1999: Hol Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
‘Shamrock & The Rock. Aso: McMaho-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischolt, Perry Satur. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Als: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
‘The Undertaker 

‘April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
‘White Lie? Aso: DOP-Hart, Taz-Dougias, Steve Austin, 
‘Mankind. 

‘May 1998: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Aso: 
Kane-MeMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWF 
sideshow. 

June 1999 (Special Issue: Ri Fai: The 10 Feats He 
‘Must Accomplish Belore He's Through. Aso: Rocky 
‘Maiva, Juventud Guerera. Bly Gunn, body parts qu 
secton. 

uly 1999: Our Bottom Line ... fs High Time Austin 
‘Shows MeMahon Respect! Also: Jery Lawler, Rey 
‘Miserio J, Ken Shamrock, DOP-Bigelow- Goldberg. 
‘Aug. 1999: This Man is Pure Evil Trust Hogan And 
Hel Take You To Hel! Plus: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable 
‘Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
‘Meahons, Disco infero, Kei & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
(Chess! Are The MecMahons His Pawns? Aso: Steiner, 
Bily Gunn, Savage & George, 

Nov. 1998: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? Yeah, 
Baby! Also: Ar-Sid, Hardy Boys, Emest Miler, Nanya 
Ogawa 


‘ec. 1999 (Special issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceott Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Fair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol, 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell... Read What 
‘They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Aud & New Jack, Kevin Nash 

Jan, 2000: An insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna. Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
‘Guerrero & Misterio, WWFIWOW/EGW women. 

Feb. 2000: When Will Mankind Finally Tel The Rock 


‘Apr. 2000: Can The WWF Survive Without Steve 
‘Austin? Aso: Dawn Marie-France, Meng, 8ig Show, 
Mads. 

‘May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistusied McMahon 
Ct Alt Als: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Fair, 
‘Kurt Ange, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue): The Rock: No. 1 On The 
abroni Hit List Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angie, 
\Vampito, federation jumpers, book tists. 

oly 2000: Tori/Torie, What's The Story? How They 
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Rank In 10 Crocial Categories. Aso: 6ig Show, Tank 
‘Abbott Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jef Jaret 

‘Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved The 
WWE! Also: Lex Luger, Rascals, Sandman & Rhino, 
Cyrus. 

‘Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
‘Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
(Ghyra, Dr. Sam Sheppard 

Oct. 2000: ts Chyna Robbing Eddie Ot His Latino 
Heat? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scoty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Fai 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear tssue—Rock-Benoit, Rie 
Fair, HBK. Also: ECW mid-year repo, Bil Goldberg. 
‘Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceot Aso: Goldberg-Triple-H, Datiney, Christin & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson. 

{ALL-COLDR BEGINNING WITH THE JANUARY 
2001 ISSUE) 

Jan, 2001: WWF Brat-ttude! Does Steph Always Get 
‘Her Way? Not On Your Lite! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Cofino, Steve Blackman, Torie 
Wison, 

‘March 200%: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 


(Can't Hate You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corina, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christan, Kane. 

uly 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
‘Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaer, Mike Awesome, WCW Eite, Alber 

Sepl. 2001: The Roct’s Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-#H, 
‘Shane-WOW, TCL i, Scott Hal Vince McMahon, Chris 
Jericho, 

Nov. 2001: Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also: Dudeys, Steve Corino, Chris 
Beno Dusty Rhodes, Lt, WWF top fer. 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unreleating 
Pressure Of Fame? Aiso: AVD, Paul Heyman, Tery 
‘Gordy, Fash-Jeicho,Tait-Tazz, WWWF-Aliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
‘Aim At The WWI Aso: ivory, Ausin-Angl, Chuistan- 
age, what's ead in 02. 

‘May 2002: Rc Fiair. 10 Reasons He Terres Vince 
‘MeMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeft Hardy, Survivor 
‘Sees, SAT., report cards 

July 2002: Hail The NWO... But Don't Forget The N- 
\W-Woes! Also: Edge, Bly & Chuck, Leviathan Jricho- 
Far, Goldust 


‘Sept. 2002: What's Left? Hulk Hogan's Five 
Remaining Tasks. Also: Steve Aust, Kurt Ange, Rey 
‘Misterio Jr., Jef Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could 
Replace Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy 
‘Smith Ken Shamrock, Funk-Abéulah- Rhodes Suan, 
WWE shockers ity rule. 

dan. 2008: War Games! WWE ls Out Of Control. 
‘And Vinnie Mac Loves it! Aliso: Rey Misterio Jr, AJ. 
‘Styles, Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

arch 2003: The WrestleMania XI We Want To See! 
‘Aso: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jc, Ni, NWA-THA 


what's ahead in ‘03. 
‘May 2008: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syix-Pac, Raw 
‘report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria 

July 2003: In Tune With Steve Austin—A 
Comprehensive Guide To Stone-Cold's Red-Hot 
‘Comeback. Also: Kurt Ange, Amazing Red, The Shek, 
Bil DeMot, Al Snow, Ric Fa 

‘Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Becht, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania "B 
card, Playboy: WWE, 

Nov. 2003: The Women O1 Wresting—Do We Expect 
‘Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. Styles, 
Freddie Blassie, Golaberg, Stacy Keibler, evolution of 
vwresting. 

Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TMA vs. WWE, Manin, Hall of Fame, 
March 2004: McMahon vs. MeWoman: How Vinoe vs. 
‘Stephanie Neary Ruined WWE! Also Pir & Dusty, Eric 
‘Angle, Jet Jaret, Shannon Moore what's ahead in ‘04. 
May 2004: Who's Gol The Edge? The Inside Story Of 
‘The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumi Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smacktown report cards, 
July 2004: Stop Right There! AVD Won't Let The 
Young Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, 
Waters-Xavir, HHH-HBK. 

Oct. 2008: Austin, Lesnar, Goldberg: We Knaw Who'll 
‘Be Back First. Also: AJ. Siyles, Eugene, Rene Dupree, 
mid-year repor. 

Jan. 2005: Evolving Beyond Evolution: I's Time For 
Randy Orton Ta Be A Man! Also: Rey Misterio Jr 
Kane-Lita, Ron Killings, La Resistance, Eugene 
Helmsley, Trish- Vitoria, Kurt Angle, WWE mid-carders. 
‘April 2005: PPV Revolution: How Taboo Tuesday & 
Victory Road Changed Wrestling Forever. Aso: Eddie 
‘Guerrero, JushinLiger, Edge-Benot, Kane-Sritshy, TNA 
vs, ROH, Heyman & Heidenreich, Charlie Hsas, WWE 
pink sips. 

June 2005: Chokehold On America: Have Hassan & 
Daivari Put Us In A No-Win Situation? Also: Sabu, 
Edge, Shetton Benjamin, ECW, report cards, 

‘Oct. 2005: Big Fish Trish: Will She Drown in Her Lite 
Pond? Also: Guerero & Mistrio, Matt Hardy, Batista, 
‘mid-year report 

Dee. 2005: Brand New Matitudel But Will Hardy's 
Rage Consume His Career? Also: Abyss, WE cuts, 
‘Shelton Benjamin, Chris Masters, book of bad 
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‘THE WRESTLER/INSIDE WRESTLING SPECIAL 
Vol. 4, 2006: Stop Stalling, We Demand Batista vs. 
Lesnar. Also: WWE (X) Wrestlers & TNA, 
Batista/Lesnar, Angle/Michaels, Harris/Storm, The 
McMahons, Kobashi/Samca Joe. 

Vol. 6, 2006: Raw vs. Smackdown: The Ultimate 
‘WrestiMania! Aso: TNA Talent Raid, BenoiVBooker T, 
Michaels/McMahon, ic air, Randy Ortor/Bob Orton, 
Vol. 8, 2006: Mob Hit! I's Time For Us To Stop 
Ganging Up On Cena! Also: Davey Richards, Monty 
Brown, WrestieNania 2, X division. 

Vol. 10, 2006: Edged Out! When Wil Lita Dump This 
Je? Als: Jarrett & Steiner, The Great kal, Armando 
& Umaga, Young Lions Cup IV, ECW. 
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Is He BetterThan Austin‘and Hart? 


L 
a bc 


clicked the play button on his remote control. His 70-inch TV screen quickly 

filled up with the sights and sounds of WrestleMania 23 in Detroit, Michigan. 
A busy schedule hadn’t allowed Cena an opportunity to actually watch his match 
against Shawn Michaels at the big event previously. 

The champ watched, and, in the midst of what he considered an entertaining 
match, a familiar sound began to reverberate through Ford Field. It was a sound he 
remembered all too well from that April 1 in Detroit: Boos. 

Cena switched off the DVR player, slumped back in his couch, took a deep 
breath, and thought about the sound that began haunting him years ago and con- 
tinues to haunt him every Monday on Raw. Lately, there has been more of a mixed 
reaction from the crowd overall, but still a fair share of boos. He also thought about 
the editorial that had appeared in a wrestling newsletter: “How To Radically 
Change The Way Cena’s (Now Stale) Character Is Presented” was the title. 

Change? Why should he want to do anything to change? After all, hadn’t he 
dominated WWE's biggest titles for most of the past three years? 

Indeed, he had. And the reality is that Cena shouldn't feel so bad. These days 
in sports, the great ones get booed all the time. Didn’t Barry Bonds hear boos 
as he rounded the bases after tying Hank Aaron’s all-time home run record? 
Didn’t the questions about steroids pop up again after Bonds broke the record? 
Indeed, they had. 

But Bonds had a statistic—a number—that he could throw in the critics’ faces 
and say, “Whatever you think about me, | have this: I’m the all-time home run king.” 

Well, now Cena has his number. It’s a more subjective number, sure, but it’s a 
number he can be proud of. The number is two. And it’s the number of consecutive 
years that Cena has been rated number one in the “PW/ 500.” 


3 OHN CENA SAT down, put his Reebok-clad feet up on the coffee table, and 
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Photo by Dana EdelsoniNBC Universal 


Fans criticism of Cena in the ring is still up for debate. but one 
thing thal can't be argued is John Cena’s mainstream appeal. 
National comimeicial spots and rounding the talk-show circuit 
(as Showir Hete with Conan O'Brien) speak volumes regarding 
the champ's marketability. 


iss = 


What does a guy have to do to get a little respect? The past 
year has gone overwhelmingly in John Cena’s favor, but there 
is one thing he doesn't get enough of: Cheers. 
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As popular as Austin was. it could be argued that more people 
were interested in what The Rock was cooking. Cena, on the 
other hand, is undoubtedly the man atop WWE, and has been 
since his first Smackdown World title win. 


Repeating as number one in the “PV// 500” is a 
feat shared by only two other wrestlers, and when 
you hear their names, you'll understand why we 
think it’s reasonable to consider Cena as the great- 
est wrestler of the “PW/ 500” era. The names are 
Bret Hart and Steve Austin. And, let’s face it, every- 
one respected them. 

“The Hitman” got the top spot in 1993 and 1994. 
“Stone-Cold” had it in 1998 and 1999. They are 
widely considered among the greatest wrestlers of 
all-time, in the same sentence as Ric Flair, Harley 
Race, Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, and Lou 
Thesz. Add Cena to that list. 

Maybe you can even put him at the top. 

But, for the purposes of this article, let’s simply 
consider Cena, Austin, and Hart. This is, after all, the 
“PWI 500” issue, and none of the other wrestlers 
were in their prime during the “PWI/ 500” years 
(which started in the early-1990s). The idea that Cena 


. ° 


The primary reason John Cena has topped the “PV/ 500" for the 
second consecutive year is due to his win-loss record. Cena 
has defeated all comers and kept his belt against legends such 
as Shawn Michaels—and his most recent title reign is nearing 


the one-year mark. Hart and Austin can't claim the same 


As much as diehard fans love to bask in the glory of their past 
heroes. John Cena has something on another perennial “PW 
500° number one. Bret Hart: Cena never lost to a man past his 
prime (pictured. Bob Backlund against Hart). 


is a better wrestler than Austin and Hart ever were 
might seem audacious to some wrestling purists 
(and those who get teary-eyed when thinking about 
the good ol’ days), but it’s not outlandish at all. 

Let’s look at some of the facts. Hart won his first 
WWF World title on October 12, 1992, defeating Ric 
Flair in front of a wildly pro-“Hitman” crowd in 
Saskatoon. He held the title for over five months 
before losing to Yokozuna and didn’t sniff the belt 
again until March 1994, when he gained revenge 
against Yokozuna. That title reign lasted for about 
eight months. He lost to Bob Backlund, a wrestler 
well past his prime, before getting it back from 
Diesel another year later. That title reign lasted only 
four months. The fourth WWF World title reign last- 
ed a day ... and the fifth just three months. And only 
once, when he beat Shawn Michaels for his fourth 
WWF World title, did Hart defeat a technically 
advanced wrestler. 

Austin defeated Michaels for his first WWF World 
title on March 29, 1998, lost it three months later, 
got it back from Kane in June 1998, lost it less than 
five months later, and over the next three years 
enjoyed four more WWF World title reigns, none of 
which lasted more than four and a half months. One 
can argue that during Austin’s peak years, he 
wasn’t a very dominant wrestler in the WWF. And, 


much of the time, The Rock was just as popular, if 
not more so. 

Now we are in the Cena era. He is a three-time 
Raw World champion. Since April 2, 2005, when 
Cena was drafted to Raw, he has been without the 
title for only three months. Ask just about anyone to 
name the dominant WWE wrestler over the past two 
years and they’re likely going to say, “John Cena.” 

He has defeated every worthy challenger that 
WWE has sent his way, including Bobby Lashley, 
The Great Khali, Edge, Randy Orton, Shawn Mi- 
chaels, Triple-H, and Chris Jericho. He never lost to a 
guy like Yokozuna. He never lost to a guy like Kane. 

And, finally, consider this. Austin and Hart had a 
world of experience under their belts before they 
captured the WWF World title. Indeed, Hart had 
wrestling in his blood. 

Cena? He’s been wrestling for only five years. 
The best, it seems, is yet to come. 

So John Cena can sit back on his couch and lis- 
ten to the boos. He can wonder what he has to do to 
get the fans squarely on his side. He can read the 
editorials in the wrestling newsletters and consider 
whether a change really is in order. 

He can do all that. But we think he should do this: 

Check out the last two “PW 500” listings. Look at 
the name at the top. Realize that the only two men to 
have done the same are wrestling immortals. 

Steve Austin. Bret Hart. John Cena. Hey, 
“Champ,” you're keeping pretty good company. O 
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AREASON TO CARE 


past few months than in any other time in recent history. In other ways, it has 

never been more neglected. 

Lost in the discussion of all that is wrong with the industry since the Chris 
Benoit tragedy is a reminder of all that is right. For all its problems, professional 
wrestling is a product that—in its purest form—can elicit impassioned cheers, 
vehement boos, and tears of laughter and sadness. It can feature thrilling athleti- 
cism to rival that of any other sport, and a kind of moving, human drama that 
Would make Hollywood producers envious. 

That product—that art form—is at the core of the pages that follow. Each 
year, the “PWW/ 500” ranks the achievements of the performers who make this 
business worth caring about, because they care about it as well. 

The embodiment of that notion may come in this year's number-one ranked 
wrestler, John Cena—the youngest wrestler ever to achieve the top ranking two 
years in a row, and only the third overall wrestler with that distinction in the 17- 
year history of the “PW/ 500.” Despite being reviled by a large percentage of 
WWE's audience, Cena has worked tirelessly to improve himself, and made 
strides as both a performer and a spokesman for the industry. With his never- 
surrender perseverance, “The Champ” proved he cared deeply about the sport 
he loved since he was a child. 

And throughout the 499 subsequent entries are reminders of why we care 
about the sport. Diminutive dynamo Mistico continued to wow lucha libre audi- 
ences, and earned the highest-ranking ever for a Mexican star. After nearly a full 
year on prime time television, Total Nonstop Action continues to grow in its influ- 
ence, and is well represented in the “PW/ 500,” earning a pair of top 10 spots. 
And the back-to-basics approach of Ring of Honor helped the fast-rising promo- 
tion break into the national video-on-demand market this year and also helped 
the group secure a top 10 spot for its imposing heavyweight champion. 

If the “PW/ 500" is any indication, pro wrestling also continues to thrive in 
independent promotions throughout the country, many of which are represented 
in the rankings. 

But the lessons of the past several months of mainstream coverage have not 
been completely lost in the compilation of this year's list. Adding fuel to the 
argument that WWE performers are overworked is the fact that all but one of the 


[-: SOME WAYS, professional wrestling has received more attention over the 
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company’s five wrestlers in the Top 10—Cena—are currently sidelined with sig- 
nificant injuries. 

Other perennially top-ranked stars, such as Triple-H and Rey Mysterio Jr., 
spent so much time out with injuries that they received unusually low rankings 
or were left off altogether. The latter are found in the “Farewell To The 500,” 
along with a “DL” designation. 

‘Some wrestlers were unranked for other reasons, including deaths, Such was 
the case with Benoit, an undisputedly talented performer and former number one. 

Other performers had moderately disappointing years for other reasons. 
Former top-ranked Batista—who remained a focal point of the Smackdown 
brand and even wore its world title in the past year—missed the top 10 after 
repeated failed bids to reclaim the belt. Last year’s number-four ranked Samoa 
Joe dropped off the top 10 after coming up short in various NWA and TNA World 
title matches and in his feud with Kurt Angle. And, but for Takeshi Morishima, 
who achieved his ranking mostly for his ROH accomplishments, no Japan-based 
wrestler broke the top 10 this year. 

In some cases, no in-ring achievement could outweigh the shortcomings of 
some wrestlers. Despite wearing the Smackdown World title belt, the limited 
Great Khali did not break even the top 100. As well, ECW's top stars, and even 
its reigning champion, have not faced the level of competition to earn signifi- 
cantly high rankings. 

Here is a reminder of the criteria used for ranking the “PW/ 500," which is 
based on a grading period of August 2006 to July 2007. 

Win-loss record 

Technical ability 

einfluence on the sport 

Success against the highest grade of competition 

‘Success against the most diverse competition 

Activity 

‘As always, remember to send us your feedback at “PW/ 500," P.0. Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034, or by e-mail at 
PWI500@kappapublishing.com (please write “PW! 500” in the subject field). 
And, more importantly, remember—pro wrestling is worth caring about. We do, 
and so do the following 500 athletes. 


(6'3”, 260, 7, 1) 


TO NUMBER 1: 22:1 in 2001, 46 in 2002, 12 in 2003, 7 in 2004, 2 in 2005, 1 in 2006 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Made Shawn Michaels tap out in the main event of WrestleMania 23. 
2. Beat the previously undefeated Umaga in two consecutive pay-per-view matches. 
3. Made The Great Khali submit at Judgment Day, then FU'ed the giant for a pinfall victory at One Night Stand. 
4, Scored a pinfall victory against Bobby Lashley at the Great American Bash. 

5. Teamed with Shawn Michaels to capture the Raw World tag team championship from Randy Orton 
and Edge. 


HE'S NUMBER 1: Not since the days of “Hulkamania” has there been such a dominant 
world champion in WWE ... But for two brief lapses, totaling just over a month, he has held either the 
Raw World or Smackdown World title since April 2005, and, in June, became the longest-reigning 
WWE champion in 12 years ... Has tured back each and every challenge, along the way scoring 
decisive victories against seeming impenetrable foes ... Has vastly expanded his wrestling reper- 
toire, to the point that against lumbering opponents, he can stil have @ good match, and against 
talented adversaries, he is capable of a great one. 


HE'S HEADED: cena appears downright invincible, and stands a good chance of 
boasting the longest WWE world title reign in 20 years. Cena has been an absolute godsend to 
\WWE, both for his efforts inside the ring and out. Although his cheering section still predomi- 
nantly consists of high-pitched voices, even Cena’s biggest detractors have gained respect 4 
for “The Champ's” fighting heart. Through his appearance in movies, talk shows, and 
television commercials, he is WWE's best bet for a breakout mainstream star since The 
Rock. In the wake of the media assault that followed the Chris Benoit tragedy, it was 
Cena that WWE sent to represent the company on Lary King Live, and he did so with 
class and dignity. WWE is lucky to have him. 


FEISS 


(6°4”, 240, 14, 3) 


TO NUMBER 2: 254 in 1997, 67 in 1998, 83 in 1999, 51 in 2000, 20 in 
2001, 7 in 2002, 34 in 2003, 59 in 2004, 8 in 2005, 3 in 2006, 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 
1. Jumped from Raw and defeated The Undertaker for the Smackdown World champi- 
‘onship on his first night there. 
2. Retained the Smackdown World title against Batista in a cage match at One Night Stand. 
3. Outsmarted Ken Kennedy to win a “Money In The Bank” title shot. 
4, Retained the Smackdown World title against Batista in what was dubbed a “Do Or Die” match at Vengeance. 
5. Teamed with Randy Orton to beat Ric Flair and Roddy Piper for the Raw World tag team championship. 


HE'S NUMBER 2: wnen smackdown was reeting from injuries that sidelined several ofits 
top stars, it was the “Rated-R Superstar” that was called upon to carry the brand on his shoulders, and 
he more than rose to the occasion ... Defeated Batista at three consecutive pay-per-view events to 
retain the Smackdown World championship ... His Rated RKO tandem with Randy Orton put an end to 
DeGeneration X by putting Triple-H out of action for most of 2007 ... Considered by many to be 
WWE's true MVP. 


HE'S HEADED: unfortunately, Edge’s red-hot 2007 might have come to a premature 
end when he sustained an injury during a brawl with Kane that would sideline him for at least four 
months. He will likely return to a long line of foes looking to settle scores, including The Undertaker. 
Batista, Ken Kennedy, and Kane. After years of climbing the mid-card ranks to eke his way into a 
main-event position, Edge has cemented his place as nat only one of WWE's top stars, but arguably 
its best all-around performer. And, as is often the case with wrestiing's most sinister bad guys, 
Exige has all the tools to win fans over and possibly be one of WWE's most popular heroes in 2008. 
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pr 
(6'7’, 177, 8, 5) 


ae 
i } TO NUMBER 3: 18 in 2005, 5 in 2008 
, MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


( / 1. Won the mask of Black Warrior last September. 

A A 2. Emerged victorious in his second consecutive Leyenda 
de Plata touament, beating Mr. Aguila in June. 

, < / 3.Won the mask of Skayde in April. 

/ 4, Recaptured the CMLL tag title with Negro Casas from Dr. Wagner Jr. 


and Ultimo Guerrero in July. 
5, Teamed with La Sombra to win the 2007 Gran Altemativa tournament. 


HES NUMBER 3: ceive it or not, Mistico might have finished higher in this year’s ranking 
if not for a shoulder injury he picked up in the spring of 2007 that slowed his undeniable momentum. ... 
Even though he missed very little time, he's been taking shortcuts in matches to protect himself while 
maintaining the busiest schedule in all of wrestling—an average of 10 matches per week ... When he's at 
his best, it's arguable that there are none finer, but Mistico hasn't been at his best since injuring his shoul- 
der ... Although he’s won major tournaments this year, racked up titles, and won four masks since last 
year's “PW! 500," his merciless schedule may be his undoing ... As the biggest drawing act in Mexico 
right now, there’s a lot of pressure on Mistico to be everywhere and to perform ... His attendance record 
shows just how valuable he is to arena owners, and the record-breaking crowds that turn out to see even 
his most insignificant matches would make WWE house show promoters blush. 


HES HEADED: if wistico can remain healthy, he could be headed to the top spot of the 
“PWI500" next year, which would make him the first luchador to ever do so. Despite his injured shoulder, 
\ 4 Mistico continues to draw thousands upon thousands of fans all over Mexico to his matches. He's gone 
virtually unbeaten over the past two years, losing only about one percent of his total matches on record 
with the lucha commission. Who else can make claim to a stellar track record like that? 


(>, 61”, 233, 8, 2) 
e TO NUMBER 4: 13 in 2000, 1 in 2001, 6 in 2002, 


3 in 2003, 36 in 2004, 6 in 2005, 2in 2006 


‘ MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 
1, Surprised the pro wrestling world by making his TNA debut in September 
2006. 
2. Bested Samoa Joe, A.J. Styles, Chris Harris, and Christian Cage to win the vacant TNA 
World championship at Slammiversary. 
_ ) 3, Retained the TNA World title and IWGP 3rd belt against Samoa Joe while capturing the TNA World 
tag team and X division championships in a “Winner Takes All” match at Hard Justice. 
4, Defeated Brock Lesnar for the IWGP 3rd belt in June. 
5, Defeated Samoa Joe in their dream match at Genesis 2006. 


HE'S NUMBER 4: Pro wrestiing’s only Olympic gold medallist has made quite the 
impact” on TNA over the past year ... From his first appearance in a TNA ring, raised the profile of TNA 
te j ly a viable home for wrestling’s biggest stars ... His feud with Samoa Joe was the talk of the wrestling 
ff world, and provided its share of thrilling matches ... With his win of the TNA World championship and the 

IWGP 3rd belt, Angle appears to be having more fun and getting more fulfillment than he has in years. 


HE'S HEADED: For ait of his sett-congratulatory ways, Angle's ultimate goal in TNA is not 
nearly as self-centered. Having been openly bitter about his departure from WWE in 2006, nothing would 
please Angle more than to lead TNA in becoming a serious competitor against WWE—perhaps even in a 
rekindled “Monday Night War.” Nonetheless, there is still-plenty that Angle wants to accomplish inside the 
six-sided ring and maybe even the octagon. A rematch with Brock Lesnar—this time under MMA rules— 
would be a landmark infighting history, 
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5 THE UNDERTAKER 


(6°10, 304, 18, 59) 


TO NUMBER 5: 21 in 1992, 46 in 1993, 23 in 1994, 14 in 1995, 19 in 1996, 6 in 1997, 5 
in 1998, 8 in 1999, NL in 2000, 11 in 2001, 2 in 2002, 18 in 2003, 23 in 2004, 26 in 2005, 59 in 2008 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 
1. Extended his winning streak to 15-0 at WrestleMania when he beat Batista for the Smackdown 
World championship. 
2. Won his first Royal Rumble to earn a championship match at WrestleMania 23. 
3. Defeated Ken Kennedy in a brutal “Last Ride" match at Armageddon in December. 
4, Battled Batista to a draw in a grueling last-man-standing Smackdown World title match at Backlash, 
5, Wrestled to another draw against Batista in another title defense—a steel cage encounter—on 
‘Smackdown in May. 


HE'S NUMBER 5: tad arguably the hottest streak of his career in the first third 
of 2007—at age 42 and with nearly a quarter-century ring experience ... His battle with Shawn 
Michaels in the final minutes of the Royal Rumble had fans on the edge of their seats ... Helped 
deliver one of the best matches of the year against the finesse-challenged Batista at WrestleMania 
23 .,. The once-plodding “gimmick” attraction has become one of WWE's best submission 
wrestlers and strikers, 


HE'S HEADED: Like so many others that have fallen prey to the Smackdown World 
championship curse, the “Dead Man's" astounding momentum was stopped cold by an injury that 
forced him onto to the disabled list. Approaching his mid-40s, it may be tempting to write him off as 
being near the end of his career, but "Taker has truly only gotten better with age. His innovative 
blending of mixed martial arts with traditional pro wrestling have inspired wrestlers half his age, and 
allows The Undertaker to keep reinventing himself and keep his act fresh. And perhaps as valuable as 
any championship in pro wrestling is Undertaker’s remarkable WrestleMania winning streak. A star 
will be born the day the streak ends, 


TO NUMBER G: 37 in 1991, 16 in 1992, 3 in 1993, 5 in 1994, 1 in 1996, 18 in 1997, / 
49 in 1998, NL in 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002, 32 in 2003, 9 in 2004, 34 in 2005, 9 in 2006 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: J 
1, Defeated Raw World champion John Cena in a classic 56-minute non-title televised match in fp 
April b 
2. Competed in the main event of WrestleMania 23 against John Cena, 
3. Defeated Edge and Randy Orton in a three-way match to earn a Raw World champi- * ~<ff 
onship match at WrestleMania, y 
4, Teamed with John Cena to win the Raw World tag team championship. 4 
5. Was the last man eliminated in the 2007 Royal Rumble. 


(6, 217, 24, 9) 


HES NUMBER 6: In his 23rd year as a pro, he remains one of the most 
exciting performers in all of wresting ... Headlined his fith WrestleMania at the age of 
41... His DeGeneration X reunion with Triple-H was one of WWE's hottest acts in the \ [> 
second half of 2006, dominating the tag team division... His feud against and partnership 
with John Cena helped elevate the young star inthe eyes of fans... His superkick is as sudden and deadly as ever. 


HE'S HEADED: jn gambiing terms, Shawn Michaels remains WWE's one “sure thing"—sure to 
give it his all every time he steps through the ropes, and sure to put on, at the very least, an above-average match 
against nearly any opponent. Michaels has cemented his position as not only one of the best performers in pro 
wrestling today, but legitimately earned his way into the conversation about the very best of all-time. His gutsy 
‘approach to competition unfortunately caused his year to end early, as he further exasperated nagging injuries 
‘when he tried to tough it out in a match against Randy Orton at Judgment Day. But there is little doubt that when 


Michaels makes his comeback, he will bring with him the dedication to return the very top of his profession. )) 
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ye TO NUMBER 7: 268 in 1997, 80 in 1998, 90 in 1999, 57 in 
2000, 29 in 2001, 47 in 2002, 28 in 2003, 31 in 2004, 30 in 2005, 12 in 
2006 


(6'1”, 225, 12, 12) 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 
1. Defeated Sting and Abyss in a three-way match to capture his second 
NWA title at Final Resolution. 
2. Defeated Kurt Angle to retain the NWA World championship at Against 
All Odds. 
3. Scoreda pinfall victory over Samoa Joe in an NWA World title match at 
Destination x. 
4, Formed The Christian Coalition, and led them into battle at Lockdown. 
5. Beat Rhino in a grueling “Eight-Mile Streetfight” at Bound for Glory. 


HE'S NUMBER 7: tias remained arguably TNA’s most reviled villain throughout 2007, 
having won his second NWA championship, and remaining in the world tile picture .... Showed true leader- 
ship skills in developing and nurturing The Christian Coalition, a faction of TNA's most elite rulebreakers ... 
Behind the microphone, there are few quicker or more cutting ... In the ring, he remains versatile enough to 
hold his own in a brawl with Rhino, ora wrestling clinic with Kurt Angle. 


HE'S HEADED: setore Kurt Angle jumped from WWE, Christian Cage sought to reach the pin- 
nacle of superstardom in TNA. And if his nearly two years with TNA have proven anything, it's that he should 
have no regrets about his decision. The hints of star-power that he displayed during his time in WWE have 
been fully realized in TNA, especially since turning against his partner, Sting, a year ago, and settling into a 
more familiar role as a cocky—if sometimes cowardly—rulebreaker. But for all of his complaining, hiding 
behind cronies, and shortcuts in the ring, make no mistake about it; Cage is a serious competitor, having 
racked up wins against Rhino, A.J. Styles, Angle, Samoa Joe, and Chris Harris. 


AGUAYO JR. 


(6'9”, 200, 12, 17) 
TO NUMBER 8: 119 in 2002, Nin 2003, 102 in 2004, 64 in 2005, 17 in 2008 
MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Won the CMLL trios title with Hector Garza and Mr. Aguila in February. 

2. Persuaded Lizmark Jr. to join his Los Perros del Mal stable in May. 

3, Defeated CMLL light heavyweight champ Rey Bucanero before a sold-out crowd in August. 

4. Had Mistico pinned on April 13, and only a woozy referee kept him from the biggest singles 
win of his career. 

5. Participated in the Los Cinco Magnifico reality series that gamnered him fame throughout Mexico. 


HE'S NUMBER 8: the red-hot Aguayo is the most in-demand rudo in all of 
Mexico, thanks in part to his wildly popular stable, Los Perros del Mal, and his mainstream visi- 
bility from participating in the Mexican reality series Los Cinco Magnifico (His team won the 
competition in June) ... Unlike a lot of luchadores who are successful only in trios matches, 
‘Aguayo has excelled in singles competition as well, which is rare in a system that favors multi- 
ple-man matches up and down the card ... His matches draw great ratings and great atten- 

dance numbers wherever he goes. 


: HE'S HEADED: once he bounces back from the knee injury he suffered in 

May, Aguayo will most likely return to his feud with Mistico. The two have been issuing chal- 
lenges back and forth for a lucha de apuesta, pitting hair against mask. He limped his way to the 
ring in June after Mistico captured the Leyenda de Plata trophy and vowed to defeat him upon his 
return. With Mistico as the most popular tecnico in Mexico right now, a’ series of matches 
between the two could fill even the largest venues. He's been back in action since July, but has 
been biding his time until he's 100-percent ready for Mistico. 
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SHLEY 
(6'3", 255, 8,51) 


TO NUMBER 9: 155 in 2005, 51 in 2006 
MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Represented Donald Trump and defeated Umaga in the highly publicized “Battle Of The Billionaires” at 
WrestleMania 23. 

2. Outlasted five other men in the “Extreme Elimination Chamber” to win the ECW championship at 
December to Dismember. 

3, Went through Umaga and Shane McMahon to defeat Vince McMahon and regain the ECW title at One 
Night Stand, 

4. Took John Cena to the limit in a WWE championship match at the Great American Bash. 

5. Made an immediate impact upon being drafted to Raw from ECW in June. 


HE'S NUMBER 9: considered by many watchers as WWE's “Chosen One” to represent the compa- 
ny as one of its top stars going forward ,.. Featured in one of the most successful publicity stunts in wrestling 
history when he joined with Trump and Steve Austin in shaving Mr. McMahon's head bald at WrestleMania 
va AS ECW champion, he was the face of WWE's fledgling third brand during much of its crucial freshman 
year ... Has recently displayed his astounding amateur wrestling skills and surprising agility, 


HE'S HEADED: you mignt have to go back to the “Lex Express” to recall the last time 
cone WWE superstar with only moderate support from fans was the beneficiary of such massive sup- 
port from a promotion. While some worry that his push has been too much too soon, there is no 
question that Lashley possesses a lot of the tools to be a bona fide world-class performer in due 
time. Only recently has he begun to show the level of athleticism that made WWE officials peg 
the former Army sergeant as the next breakthrough star. Unfortunately, like so many others 

; this year, Lashley's progress was derailed when a shoulder injury recently sent him to the 
sidelines, His communication skills still leave something to be desired, but there's still a lot of 
hope that the wrestling world will soon come around to see what WWE sees in “The Dominator.” 


MORISHIMA 
(6'3", 297, 9,85) 


TO NUMBER 10: ¢5 in 2006 
MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Defeated Homicide on February 17 in Philadelphia to become the first non-American to win the Ring of 
Honor championship. 

2. Competed twice at ROH's first pay-per-view, Respect Is Eameed, first making quick work of B.J. Whitmer 
and later teaming with Brian Danielson to defeat KENTA and Nigel McGuinness in the main event. 

3. Again competed twice at ROH's second pay-per-view taping, Driven, in June, defeating Jimmy Rave 
and Adam Pierce in separate matches. 

4, Took the ROH title to Japan, successfully defending it against KENTA on March 4 at Budokan Hall at 
a Pro Wrestling NOAH event. 

5, Defeated Nigel McGuinness at ROH’s debut show in Japan on July 16. 


HE'S NUMBER 10: fot! first bona fide monster has appeared indestructible since cap- 
turing the ROH championship on the second night of ROH's “Fifth Year Festival" ... A night earlier, he 
competed in a true ROH dream match, losing to Samoa Joe in ahard-hiting bout ... Remains a standout 
in his home promotion of Pro Wrestling NOAH, where he sometimes teams with Takeshi Rikio as Wild II 
Wore the GHC tag tite ear this year... Whether jut musclng opponents into power moves, ach as his back- 
drop driver finisher, or showing unlikely agility, Morishima’s offense is served up with cringe-inducing impact. 


HE'S HEADED: with rox exposed to scores of new wrestling fans through its video-on- 
demand deal, it's been imperative for the emerging number-three promotion in the U.S. to feature an instant- 
ly credible champion. The massive yet limber Morishima has fit the bill to perfection while also breaking from 
the mold of past ROH champions. But his biggest challenges may still ie ahead, including former champion 
Bryan Danielson, who has been nearly unstoppable in his quest to regain the ROH title. 
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11 UETIMO GUERRERO (6, 200, 17, 22) top 
rua in all of Mexico is a key player in the main-event 
mix of CMLL ... Won the international Grand Prix this 
year, last eliminating Jushin Liger of New Japan Pro 
Wrestling ... Teamed with Dr. Wagner Jr. to win the 
CMLL tag team tile from Mistico and Negro Casas in 
July ... Held the belts for only a week before losing 
the rematch to the prior champs ... Took rookie 
Euforia all the way to the finals of this year's Gran 
Alternativa tournament before losing to Mistico and La 
Sombra ... Leader of Los Guerreros del Atlantida with 
Allants ... His Guerrero special finisher is actually a 
reverse superplex, 


12 SAMOA JOE (3°, 200, 
8, 4) The “Samoan Submission 
Machine” remains a favorite 
among fans of hard-nosed, no- 
nonsense wrestling ... Dream feud 
against Kurt Angle eclipsed almost 
anything going on in wrestling in 
the fall of 2006 ... Lost to Angle in 
their first battle at Genesis, ending 
an 18-month undefeated streak in 
singles matches ... Evened the 
score at 1-1 after beating Angle at 
Turning Point, but then lost the rub- 
ber match at Final Resolution ... 
The NWA World title remained elu- 
sive after losing to champion 
Christian Cage at Destination X ... 
Won his third X division title in June 
+» The Samoa Joe farewell tour in 
ROH included victories over Nigel 
McGuinness, Homicide, and cur- 
rent ROH champion Takeshi 
Morishima ... As intense and 
aggressive as they come. 


18 BATISTA 6's", 318, 10, 
23) After a long summer of trying 
to recapture the Smackdown 
Worid title he never actualy lost, 
“The Animal” finally came full circle at Survivor Series 
in November, defeating King Booker in his final shot at 
reclaiming the gold ....Defended the ttle against stars 
such as Finlay, King Booker, and Ken Kennedy ... 
Beaten for the title by Royal Rumble winner The 
Undertaker at WrestleMania 23 ... Failed to capture 
the ttle in subsequent rematches ... Experienced 
similarly frustrating results in trying to take the tile 
from Edge, eventually losing his “Last Chance” match 
at June's Vengeance. 


14 MINORU SUZUKI 10°, 220, 20, 77) 


Reigning All Japan Pro Wrestling Triple Crown cham- 
pion has held the titles since defeating Taiyo Kea in 


‘September of last year ... Known for his ever-chang- 
ing array of awful haircuts ... Took some hits in 
March's Champions Carnival, including a loss to junior 
heavyweight Tajiri ... Often teams with MAZADA, and 
his title defenses are few and far between ... 
‘Successfully defended against Keiji Muto in July, using 
his heel hook ... Caused quite a stir when he simply 
denied a challenge to his titles from Kensuke Sasaki in 
the summer ... Wins his matches with nothing more 
complex than a sleeperhold. 


15 RANDY ORTON (6'5", 265, 7, 30) the 
“Legend Killer” has revitalized his career this year ... 
Formed an alliance with Edge known as Rated RKO to 
take on DeGeneration X ... Along the way, they cap- 
tured the Raw World tag title from Ric Flair and Roddy 
Piper... Accomplished what seemed like an impossi- 


ble feat at the time, ending DX by taking out Triple-H 
... Without DX to fight, Rated RKO soon gave way to 
jealousy and infighting, losing their tag title to John 
Cena and Shawn Michaels ... Back on his own, Orton 
became more vicious than ever before, putting 
Shawn Michaels out of action with a serious concus- 
sion ... Inflicted similar damage on Rob Van Dam just 
weeks later at One Night Stand ... His RKO is a basic 
Ace crusher. 


16 MITSUHARU MISAWA (6°, 238, 27, 
88) Reigning Global Honored Crown heavyweight 
champion of Japan's Pro Wrestling NOAH is one ofthe 
‘most decorated and imitated wrestlers ofthe past two 


decades ... Won the belt for the third time by beating 
Naomichi Marufyji in December 2006 ... Already 
made successful defenses over Takeshi Morishima, 
Akira Taue, Bison Smith, and Takuma Sano ... With 
longtime partner Yoshinari Ogawa, he is always a top- 
ranked contender for the GHC tag title ... Started his 
career as Tiger Mask ll in All Japan before founding 
NOAH in 2000 ... Synonymous with moves like the 
rolling elbow strike and the tiger driver. 


17 BRYAN DANIELSON (6's", 190, 6, 16) 
Former ROH champion spent several months out of 
action with a shoulder injury, which hurt him in this 
year's rankings ... Made his return to ROH in May and 
took a big win in the main event of the company's frst 
pay-per-view, teaming with Takeshi Morishima to 
beat KENTA and Nigel McGuinness ... Had an epic 
singles match against Nigel McGuinness in June .. 
Advanced over Nelson Creed and Fergal Devitt in the 
NWA heavyweight title tournament ... Finishing 
moves include the cattle mutilation submission as well 
as MMA-style elbows tothe temple, 


18 KING BOOKER (3°, 250, 17, 19) capturea 
the Smackdown World title from Rey Mysterio Jr. last 
July and kept the belt through November, when he was. 
defeated by Batista at Survivor Series ... Lost a grudge 
match to Kane at February's No Way Out, but defeated 
him days later to earn a slot at WrestleMania 23 and the 
“Money In The Bank” ladder match ... Was unable to 
capture the vaunted briefcase in the match ... In April, 
his wife, Queen Sharmell, called him a “disappoint- 
ment,” leading to Booker getting tombstoned by The 
Undertaker and leaving him sidelined for two months 
.-. Uses his scissors kick to lead to him to victory. 


19 STING (2”, 255, 22, 26) As one of the few 
bona fide active legends, Sting brings credibility to the 
relatively young TNA promotion ... Proved that age is 
not a factor by capturing the NWA World title in 
October ... Lost the title to Abyss less than a month 
later ... That match would drag Sting through one of 
his most bizarre and deeply personal feuds ever, as he 
made it his mission to “save” Abyss from the evils of 
his past and the torment inflicted by his handler, 
James Mitchell ... Has transitioned from Abyss to a 
feud with Christopher Daniels ... His scorpion 
deathlock is known the world over. 


20 YUN! NAGATA (6'1”, 228, 15, 112) Technical 


wizard of New Japan Pro Wrestling defeated Hiroshi 
Tanahashi in April to begin his second reign as IWGP 
champion ... Became top contender to the title by win- 
hing the New Japan Cup 2007 in March, pinning Togi 
Makabe in the tournament final ... Made his first 
defense of the IWGP title in May over Shiro Koshinaka, 
and followed with a successful defense over Makabe in 
July ... Challenged Minoru Suzuki of All Japan for the 
Triple Crown in January, but came up short ... Has a 
‘trio of submission holds all called the “Nagata Lock,” 
Which he uses to make opponents tap out. 


21 KEN KENNEDY (6'2", 246, 8, 204) one of the 
hottest-tising stars in all of WWE ... Took a win over 
The Undertaker in a first-blood match at Survivor 
Series, but losta “Last Ride” match at Armageddon 
Picked up his biggest career win in his WrestleMania 
debut, capturing the “Money In The Bank” ile shot. 
Coated by Edge into putting his guaranteed tile shot on 
the line and lost the shot after being attacked from 
behind and suffering a triceps injury ... Became the 
newest member of the Raw roster following the WWE 
draft in June... Defeats opponents with his amazing 
Ken-ton bomb from the top rope or his diving fireman's 
carry, otherwise known as the Lambeau leap. 


22 (6°4”, 348, 8, 98) Raw brand's 
“Samoan Bulldozer” has razed most of his competition 
since debuting the night after WrestleMania 22 ... 
Rarely appeared vulnerable until suffering his first loss 
to John Cena at New Year's Revolution ... Lost to Cena 
again weeks later in a grueling last-man-standing 
match at the Royal Rumble ... Front and center in one 
of the most highly publicized matches in wrestling his- 
tory when he represented Mr. McMahon against Bobby 
Lashley in the “Battle Of The Billionaires” at Wrestle- 
Mania 23 ... Has worn—or clenched between his 
teeth—the Intercontinental belt for much of 2007 .. 

Enjoys crushing throats with his Samoan spike finisher. 


23 (6°10, 350, 8, 38) TNA’s resident 
monster is famed for his astonishing physical pres- 
ence and violent battles, but has spent the better part 
of the past eight months engaged in as many mental 
wars as physical ones ... Won the NWA World title in 
a shocking decision over Sting at November's Genesis, 
event ... Lost the title in January 
‘to Christian Cage ... From that 
point, Sting increasingly made it 
his mission to “save” Abyss from 
his handler, James Mitchell . 
Aligned himself with Sting in June 
... Possesses one of the most 
feared finishers in wrestling, the 
black-hole slam. 


24 VAN DAM «, 
237, 16, 18) As one of the stalwarts 
of the original ECW, Van Dam found 
himself defending his home turf in 
2006-07 ... Alongside Tommy 
Dreamer, The Sandman, and Sabu, 
Van Dam led the charge against the 
Vince McMahon-approved New 
Breed faction ... The two groups 
exchanged wins throughout the 
spring, including an eight-man tag 
at WrestleMania 23, with Van Dam 
leading the Originals to victory over 
‘The New Breed ... Van Dam’s ca- 
Teer took an unexpected tum during 
@ match in which Randy Orton 
severely concussed him and almost 


broke his neck with an RKO ... Departed WWE in June 
Gets teritic hangtime with his five-star frog splash. 


25 McGUINNESS 6:1", 220, 7, 47) 
Almost beat Samoa Joe in a classic Ring of Honor 
match held in Liverpool, England, on March 3 ... One 
week earlier, McGuinness was able to pin Joe's shoul- 
ders to the mat during a tag bout.... Gave ROH champ 
Takeshi Morishima his toughest challenge all year... 
Traveled to Japan to compete for Pro Wrestling NOAH 
regularly in 2007, and, also for the first time, compet- 
ed for PWG in California ... Won the King of Europe 
Cup in April, last defeating Doug Williams ... Destroys 
opponents with his reckless lariats, one of which 
broke the jaw of Jimmy Rave ... Trademark move is 
the “Tower of London” Ace crusher variation. 


26 (61", 175, 15, 109) Leader 
of the Hell Brothers stable with Chessman and Charly 
Manson, Ciberetico has become the most popular 
tecnico in al of AAA ... Spent some time on the side- 
lines last year, which allowed him to tour the talk-show 
circuit in Mexico and become a bigger mainstream star 
than any of his AAA compatriots ... Now at.war with 
archrival Muerte Cibemetica and the remnant of their 
former stable, La Secta Cibernetica ... Also feuding 
with Konnan and his Legion Extranjera stable .. Won 
the hair of Kenzo Suzuki in July ... His chokestam fin- 
isher s otherwise known as the “Apocalitica.” 


21 MARUFUDI 5:11", 211, 9, 


57) Fulfilled his potential when he beat Jun Akiyama 
in September 2006 to become the Global Honored 
Crown heavyweight champion 


.. Made just one 


‘successful defense of the title, overcoming archrival 
KENTA in October ... Beefed up to compete with the 
heavyweights in just a few quick months, but lost the 
title to Mitsuharu Misawa in December of last year 
.. Teamed with Kota Ibushi for the NTV junior tag 
team tournament, and they fell to winners KENTA 
and Taiji lshimori .... Has appeared in Ring of Honor 
‘sporadically during the past year ... The “Shiranui” 
is his signature move. 


28 SABIN (;, 220, 7, 107) Formerly 
known as “The Future,” this high-flyer has risen to 
become the present of TNA's X division, anchoring it 
for much of the past year ... Defeated Senshi for his 
third X ttle at October's Bound for Glory... Won his 
fourth X ttle by beating Christopher Daniels and Jerry 
Lynn at Final Resolution ... Became embroiled in a 
heated feud with veteran Lynn, who felt Sabin repeat- 
edly disrespected him by impersonating him as if he 
were a senior citizen ... Has occasionally teamed with 
Alex Shelley as The Murder City Machine Guns ... 
Toured with All Japan Pro Wrestiing this year ... The 
cradleshock is his signature move. 


29 HARDY 6:1", 225, 14, nu) Perennial 
fan favorite made his return to WWE in 2006 after a 
spotty run in TNA ... Has held the Intercontinental 
title on two occasions since returning ... Defeated 
Johnny Nitro in a cage match at New Year's 
Revolution ... With Matt, he recaptured the Raw 
World tag team championship in a 10-team battle 
royal in April ... In his first WrestleMania 
appearance in five years, Hardy wowed 
fans when he jumped from a ladder and 
legdropped Edge across another ladder 
in the eight-man “Money In The Bank” 
ladder match ... Was sent home from 
WWE for a month in August for undis- 
closed reasons. 


30 DANIELS 
(6, 225, 14, 15) The “Fallen Angel” and 
his partner, A.J. Styles, lost the NWA 
World tag team title to LAX in August ... 
in November, teamed with Matt Sydal to 
win the ROH tag title from Claudio 
Castagnoli and Chris Hero, and held them 
until February ... Captured his third X 
division title from Chris Sabin in 
November ... Re-invented himself in the 
spring of 2007, donning a thick beard and 
face paint ... Feuded with Sting after 
attacking the legendary fan favorite with a 
bat in May ... Lost to Sting at 
Slammiversary in June ... Fans some- 
times exclaim in unison “Best 
Moonsault ... Ever!" when he flawlessly 
executes the maneuver. 
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My of the Liger bomb and shooting star press ... Most 


31 EL MUO DEL SANTO ('6", 170, 25, 32) 
Apart from Mistico, Santo is probably the most in- 
demand luchador active today ... Made his debut in 
Spain in the summer of 2007, drawing sellout 
crowds everywhere he went ... Left CMLL this year 
to work as an independent ... Has held the WWA 
welterweight ttle since 2004 ... Won the hair of 
Mano Negra in November 2006... Also beat 
Exotico Cassandro this year in Los Angeles, protect- 
ing his mask ... Has won the masks of 30 
luchadores since his debut ... Like his legendary 
father, El Santo, uses /a caballo (camel clutch) to 
win most matches. 


32 A.J. STYLES (6:10”, 215, 10, 13) 
Underwent attitude change in the fall, which seems 
to have negatively impacted his winning percentage 
... A member in good standing of Christian Cage's 
Christian Coalition faction... Partnered with 
Christopher Daniels to dominate the TNA tag team 
division for several months in 2006, before losing the 
NWA World tag team title to LAX at Bound for 
Glory... Rivalry with Rhino has been one of 
the bloodiest and most intense of 2007 ... 
X division pioneer won his sixth title in 
November, defeating Chris Sabin... 
Signature Pelé kick remains a thing of 
beauty. 


33 FINLAY s'10", 230, 29, 111) he 
fighting Irishman is currently in the midst 
of an amazing career resurgence after a 
few years away from the ring ... Alongside 
his diminutive sidekick, Hornswoggle, he 
has been a consistent presence in the 
upper tier of the Smackdown brand for 
over 18 months ... Competed at 
WrestleMania in the “Money In The Bank” 
ladder match ... That match spawned a 
feud with Ken Kennedy that eventually 
became a partnership in a series opposite 
Kane and The Undertaker ... Can-attribute 
much of his recent success to the Celtic 
cross, @ unique, over-the-shoulder 

piledriver. L 


34 JUSHIN LIGER (5'5", 208, 24, 40) The 
most influential junior heavyweight of the past two 
decades, Liger keeps racking up titles and wins, 
despite being past his prime ... Won the top title in 
Dragon Gate, the Open the Dream Gate champi- 
onship, in March by defeating Don Fuji... Defended 
the title just once before losing it to CIMA in July ... 
Full-time competitor with New Japan Pro Wrestling 
found time to tour both Canada and Mexico in 2007 
«AS leader of the CTU stable, he decided to dis- 
band the group in the summer of 2007 ... Inventor 
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feared for his brainbuster. 


35 THE BIG SHOW (72°, 485, 12, 44) on 


the heels of what many fans consider the best cham- 
pionship run of his career, The Big Show made/a 
surprising exit from WWE in December ... The 
beginning of the end was signaled by his loss to 
Bobby Lashley in the “Extreme Elimination Chamber” 
match for the ECW title at December to Dismember 
« His friend end adviser, Paul Heyman, was 
relieved of his duties as ECW booker shortly there- 
after ... Show failed to recapture the title’in a 
rematch with Lashley just days later, and the combi- 
nation of personal and professional setbacks caused 
him to take his leave ... Re-emerged in a surprising 
bout in Memphis, losing to Hulk Hogan in what was 
his first independent wrestling appearance. 


36 MATT HARDY (61°, 213, 13, 90) 
Reformed the ultra-popular Hardys tag team with 
brother Jeff in November, which led to a series of 
much-anticipated matches with M-N-M ... The feud 
reached new levels of animosity in December, when 
The Hardys almost destroyed Joey Mercury's face 
during a four-way ladder match at December's 


Armageddon PPV ... Defeated Mercury to earn a 
spot in the “Money In The Bank” match and compet- 
ed at WrestleMania23..... The next night on Raw, 
The Hardys won the World tag titles in a battle royal 
«+. Slowly aligned with Cade and Murdoch, but the 
partnership didn’t last ... Lost the tag belts to them 
in June ... Racks up singles wins on Smackdown, 
thanks in large part to his twist of fate finisher, which 
is an Ace crusher variation. 


37 ROCKY ROMERO 5:7", 175, 9, 181) 


“Azucar," as he's dubbed himself, is a member of 


Ring of Honor’s No Remorse Corps stable, alongside 
Roderick Strong and Davey Richards ... Adept at 
using his fists and feet, having trained in mixed mar- 
tial’arts ... Known for his lethal kicks, one of which 
‘sidelined Jack Evans for several months ... Growing 
progressively more arrogant as 2007 wears on, and 
stands out even among his disreputable No Remorse 
Corps cohorts.....Beat.El Blazer in his IGF debut in 
dune ....Also has spent time competing in Japan for 
NOAH and in California for PWG ... Ranked last year 
under his masked alter-ego, Black Tiger IV. 


38 NEGRO CASAS (57°, 185, 27, 82) Hatt of 
the reigning CMILL tag team champions with Mistco, 
this popular tecnico is one ofthe most respected mat 
technicians in all the world”... Toured with New 
Japan Pro Wrestling, where he teamed with Texano 
Jr. and even had a title shot against then-NWA junior 
champ Tiger Mask IV... Teamed with Stuka Jr. in 
the annual Gran Alterativa in June and was elimi- 
nated by Dr. Wagner Jr. and Mascara Purpura 
Brother of Heavy Metal and Felino, his family name, 
Casas, is immortalized by their trademark pinning 
combination /a casita, 


39 REINO (5:10", 250, 13, 42) Over the course of 
the past year in TNA, Rhino has 
engaged in a series of emotionally and 
physically draining feuds ... After 
putting aside hostilities with longtime 
friend Christian Cage, he tried to inter- 
vene in the feud between A.J. Styles 
and Christopher Daniels ... The 
attempts to help only led to Styles 
lashing out at Rhino ... The two 
engaged in a back-and-forth series of 
matches that saw A.J. outsmart, or 
just plain run away from, the “War 
Machine" ... Their battles ended in 
the first-ever “Elevation X" scaffold 
match when Rhino knocked A.J. 
some 15 feet to the ring below ... 
Brewing feud with James Storm 
keeps him from pursuing the TNA 
World title ... His gore—a version of 
the spear—is one of the most sudden 
and violent moves in all of wrestling. 


1 40 HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
(5'11", 227, 8, 43) One of New Japan.Pro 
Wrestling’s fastest-rising stars, he cemented his 
position as a main-event player across his nine- 
month run with the IWGP heavyweight title ... Won 
‘the vacant belt in July 2006 in a tournament final 
over Giant Bernard ... Went on to make successful 
defenses against Hiroyoshi Tenzan, Koji Kanemoto, 
Shinsuke Nakamura, and even All Japan star Taiyo 
Kea ... Was finally defeated by Yuji Nagata in April 
.-. Leads the New Japan heroes against Tenzan's 
Great Bash Heel. faction ... His patented 
“Slingblade” is a variation of the lariat. 


41 CARLITO (6, 220, 7, 27) Like many second- 


generation wrestlers before him, Carlito has struggled 
to find his own way in the sport and escape the shadow 
of his legendary father, Carlos Colon ... Harsh, verbal 
browbeating by Ric Flair angered Carlito, and he soon 
began teaming with Flair to try to live up to his potential 
... A'string of losses frustrated Mr. Caribbean Cool, and 
he began pinning blame on everyone around him, 
including Flair and Torrie Wilson ... Turned his back on 
Flair in May, though Flair dominated thelr subsequent 
feud ... Uses the backstabber, a jarring double-knee to 
the back, to finish off his opponents. 


42 CM. PUNK (6'1”, 220, 9, 35) after having 
‘tremendous success early on in the new ECW, has 
backslid some ... Remained undefeated in ECW for 
four months before Hardcore Holly ended the “Straight- 
Edge Extremist's” streak ... Made his WrestleMania 
debut in Detroit, competing in the “Money In The Bank” 
match ... Was actively recruited by Elijah Burke for The 
New Breed in their war with The ECW Originals ... 
Surprised everyone by joining The New Breed, only to 
end up sabotaging them from within ... Over time, 
Punk has found himself in a two-front war, staving off 
Burke, while at the same time trying to get a hold of 
ECW champ John Morrison ... Heavily influenced by 
NOAH star KENTA, he uses the go to sleep maneuver, a 
fireman's carry into a knee strike, as a finisher. 


43 LA PARKA @, 235, 20, 124) Not the origina, 
but just as popular, this second incamation of La Parka 
is the man to take on the mantle after AAA and the orig- 
inal (now LA. Park) had a falling-out years ago... Has 
held the Mexican National tag team title with Octagon 
for over four years ... Always in the main-event mix, 
he's been at war with Muerte Cibemetica and La Secta 
since last year... Lost momentum this year as a num- 
ber of injuries stemming from a serious auto accident 
sidelined him for months ... Known as much for his 
dancing as his wrestling, 


44 GREGORY HELMS 671”, 210, 16, 153) The 
former “Hurricane” cemented his spot as the "best- 
kept secret on Smacidown” with an impressive year- 
long reign as WWE.cruisérweight champion ... Had a 
long and heated rivalry with childhood friend Matt Hardy 
in 2006 ... Lost the title to Chavo Guerrero dr. in 
February and never sought a rematch ... Suffered a 
severe neck injury in May and is curently recuperating 
ffom neck fusion surgery, which should keep him out of 
action for about a year ... Keeps opponents on their 
toes by using a shining wizard knee strike 


45 MENT (5'10"195, 9, 36) Famed junior heavy- 
Weight of Pro Wresting NOAH has grown into one of the 
most imitated wrestlers today ... Known for his surly 
attitude and his classic matches with archrival 
Naomichi Marufuji, KENTA is popular not just in his 
ratve Japan, but inthe US, thanks to his appearances 
in Ring of Honof ..: Failed in his challenge of GHC 
heavyweight champion Marufuji on October 29, 2006, 


in a match Japanese fans voted the year’s best ... 
Teamed with Taiji Ishimori to win the NTV Junior Tag 
League tourney this summer 2007...... His baisaku knee 
to the face is a fine finisher, but he's best known as the 
inventot of the goto sleep maneuver, a fireman's carry 
into a knee strike. 


4G CHAWO GUERRERO JR. 5:7", 210, 14, 


187) As the predominant torch-bearer of the Guerrero 
wrestling legacy, Chavo carries three generations of 
wrestling tradition with him ... Had a bitter and person- 
al feud with Rey Mysterio Jr. in the summer of 2006 .... 
Defeated Mysterio in a loser-leaves-Smackdown match 
fast October ... Became entangled in another bitterly 
personal feud shortly thereafter, as Chris Benoit took 
offense to the way Chavo and Vickie Guerrero were rep- 
resenting Eddie's legacy ... Could not capture the U.S. 
title from Benoit, but won the cruiserweight title in 
February .... Uses either a tomado DDT or top-rope frog 
splash to win his matches. 


47 MONTEL VONTAVIOUS PORTER 
(6'3", 252, 4, NL) The man touted as the highest-paid 
free agent in Smackdown bistory had a lot of. skepti- 
cism to overcome in his first few months of competi- 
tion ... Tumed a painful comer in December, when a 
feud with Kane culminated in MVP being set on fire 
during an “Infemo Match” at Armageddon ... Despite 
the loss, fans and pundits began to respect MVP's 
toughness, even if they hated his brash attitude ... His 
reputation as a star on the rise grew through his series 
with Chris Benoit for the U.S. championship ... Each 
match saw MVP get better and 
better as Benoit pushed him to his 
limits ... Eventually scored the 
biggest win of his young career, 
defeating Benoit in two straight 
falls for the belt at May's Judgment 
Day ... Uses a leg-swing neck- 
breaker to pick up wins. 


48 DR. WAGNER JR.'s", 
216, 21, 28) One of Mexico's most 
popular luchadores, Wagner 
returned to his roots this summer, 
furning rudo and taking up issue 
with top CMLL star Mistico 
Teamed with Mascara Purpura for 
the 2007 edition of the Gran 
Alternativa tournament, and they 
were ousted in the semifinal round 
by Mistico and his rookie partner, 
La Sombra ... Has reigned as UWA 
heavyweight champion for more 
than three years ..: Teamed with 
Ultimo Guerrero to become CMLL 
tag team champions for just one 
week before losing them back to 
previous champs Mistico and Negro 
Casas in July ... Trademark move 
is the Michinoku driver. 


49 CHRIS HERO (6'3", 211, 9, 127) Top rudo of 
CHIKARA has become a major player in Ring of Honor 
this past year ... Under the management of Larry 
‘Sweeney, Hero has joined up with the unlikely duo of 
Tank Toland and Bobby Dempsey ... Still a member of 
The Kings of Wrestling with. reluctant partner Claudio 
Castagnoli ... In late-2006, the duo held the CZW, 
CHIKARA, and ROH tag titles simultaneously ... Has 
toured Europe, Japan, and Australia so far in 2007, win- 
ning the 16-Carat Gold tournament in Germany as well 
‘as the 2007 Peterson Cup in Florida ... The hangman's 
clutch is his signature hold. 


50 SENSHI 6's", 170, 9, 142) one of the most 
itense competitors ever to step inside a ring, Senshi 
retumed to TNA in early-2006 as part ofthe X division 
.. Algo uses the name Low-Ki ... Took part in the 
often ridiculous “Paparazzi Championship Series," con- 
ducted under of the auspices of Kevin Nash ... Those 
competitions did litle for Senshi’s status in TNA, but cid 
lead to a rivalry between Senshi and Austin Starr, with 
Bob Backlund usually involved somewhere in between 
As Low-ki, he has defeated many ofthe top stars in 
independent wrestling, including Chris Hero, Necro 
Butcher, and Davey Richards ... Won the 2006 Ted 
Petty Invitational .. Can finish opponents with brutal 
kicks, vicious double stomps, or his patented Ki- 
Krusher ‘99, 
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51 TRIPLE-Wl 66's", 269, 16, 21) “came 
Paused” best describes his 2007 status, sidelined 
with a torn quadriceps for much of the grading peri- 
od ... Prior to that, “The Game” was experiencing 
new careers highs after resurrecting the legendary 
DeGeneration X alongside Shawn Michaels ... The 
duo waged war with Vince McMahon throughout 
most of 2006 ... DX was soon presented with an 
unlikely challenge in the form of Rated RKO ... The 
rival teams spent the rest of 2006 trading wins back 
and forth, including RKO defeating DX at Cyber 
Sunday and Team DX making a clean sweep of 
Team RKO at Survivor Series ... The pedigree is his 
trademark maneuver. 


52 CMA (5'11", 202, 10, 56) Top star of 


Japan's Dragon Gate is known the world ‘round, 
‘thanks to appearances everywhere from Ring of 
Honor in the U.S. to AAA in Mexico ... Fared well in 
the September 2006 Battle of Los Angeles tourna- 
ment hosted by PWG, defeating Matt Cross, Kevin 
Steen, and El Generico before losing in the final 
round to Davey Richards ... Leads the Typhoon fac- 
tion in Dragon Gate, with Ryo Saito, Dragon Kid, and 
Susumu Yokosuka ... Defeated Jushin Liger in July 
2007 to win his second Open the Dream Gate title 
.. His cross-legged Michinoku driver is called the 
“Perfect Driver.” 


53 AWERNG (5'8", 182, 12, 48) One of the 
fastest-rising stars on the CML roster, this masked 
tudo isthe arch-nemesis of the uber-popular Mistico 
.\- His 14-month reign as NWA middleweight cham- 
pion was ended by Mistco in the summer of 2006 
«+ Won the CMLL middleweight tte last September 
vs. Regularly teams with Mephisto and Ephesto .. 
Uses a move similar to Christopher Daniels’ angel's 
wings finisher to subdue his challengers. 


54 HOMICIDE (5'10°, 220, 14, 159) Years of 
hard work finaly paid off last August when he and 
Hernandez formed LAX and won the NWA World tag 
tile .. The duo traded wins, and the tite, with A.J. 
Styles and Christopher Daniels throughout the fall, 
with LAX eventually coming out on top ... As a sin- 
gles talent in ROH, he started on his “Road Of 
Homicide,” his last shot to capture the ROH title... 
Finally captured the ttle from Bryan Danielson in 
December ... Dropped the belt to Takeshi 
Morishima in February and made his exit shortly 
thereafter to focus on TNA commitments ... LAX lost 
the tag tile after a wild feud with Team 30, culmi- 
nating in an electrified “Six Sides Of Steel” match 
..» Signature move isthe gringo killer. 


55 RODERICK STRONG (510", 205, 6, 


63) The “Messiah Of The Backbreaker” heads up 
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Ring of Honor's top faction, the No Remorse Corps 
+. The reigning FIP champion holds victories over 
Pac and Austin Starr, among others ... Also defeat- 
ed Delirious in ROH's debut show in Japan ... Spent 
most of 2007 feuding with Resilience, a group con- 
sisting of Austin Starr, Erick Stevens, and Matt Cross 
.-. The feud raged for most of the summer, with 
Strong continuously trying to injure his opposition 
with a tiger driver onto a steel railing ... His finish- 
ing maneuver is the stronghold, a high-arcing 
Boston crab variation. 


56 JOMN MORRISON (6°, 204, 4, 72) 
Formerly competed as Johnny Nitro ... A heated 
feud with Jeff Hardy over the 
Intercontinental tite on Raw led to 
the reunion of M-N-M and a 
series of tag bouts with The 
Hardys ... The M-N-M reunion 
tour made a stop at December's 
Armageddon PPV, as the team 
took part in a four-way ladder 
match for the Raw World tag title 
». Aligned himself with Kevin 
Federline as a personal trainer in 
advance of K-Fed’s match with 
John Cena ... Struggled in the 
wake of M:N-M's dissolution 
Teamed with fellow upstart Kenny 
Dykstra to limited success . 
Drafted to ECW in June... Caught 
the break ofa lifetime in June as 
a last-minute replacement 
against GM. Punk for the vacant 
ECW tile and captured the belt 


57 MENSUKE SASAKI 
(6'10", 263, 21, 25) Arguably the 
hottest free agent active in 
Japan, Sasaki—with his wife 
Akira Hokuto and adopted son 


Von, Kevin Thorn, and Matt Striker ... Made his 
WrestleMania debut as part of an eight-man tag 
between The ECW Originals and The New Breed .... 
Sabu was abruptly released from WWE in May. 


59 SCOTT STEINER ('1", 276, 21, 151) 


After several months away due to contract disputes, 
Steiner returned to TNA in February, aiding former 
enemy Christian Cage against Kurt Angle ... Jealous 
of the hype surrounding Angle's signing, Steiner 
declared a vendetta against the Olympian that cul- 
minated in a grudge match at March's Destination X 
show .., Angle got the win, but the war would con- 
tinue throughout the spring, as Team Cage took on 


Katsuhiko Nakajima—comprise 
the Kensuke Office faction ... Suffered a broken 
orbital bone in mid-2006 that sidelined him for a 
few months ... In 2007, he's been chasing All 
Japan Triple Crown champion Minoru Suzuki, who 
has been dodging his challenges ... Forms a very 
successful tag team with Nakajima in All Japan ... 
Reformed the Hell-Raisers tag team this year, 
replacing Road Warrior Hawk with his partner, 
Animal ... Uses the finishing move invented by his 
wife, the Northern Lights bomb. 


58 SABU (c", 214, 22, 92) As the most 
“Homicidal, Suicidal, Genocidal” man in wrestling, it 
came as little surprise when Sabu was invited to 
take part in the rebirth of the ECW brand ... The 
wildman from Bombay, Indi, fought alongside Rob 
Van Dam, Tommy Dreamer, and The Sandman in 
the war between The ECW Originals and The New 
Breed, which consisted of Elijah Burke, Marcus Cor 


Team Angle ... Eventually tired of Cage's endless 
promises and schemes, Steiner left and reunited 
with brother Rick to chase TNA tag gold ... Suffered 
a life-threatening crushed trachea during a match 
against Apolo in Puerto Rico, but has returned to full 
strength ... Forces opponents into submission with 
his Steiner recliner. 


GO CHARLY MANSON (59°, 120, 17, 186) 


The reigning Mexican National heavyweight champi- 
‘on since June 2006 ... Also won the hair of Zorro 
last June ... Teams with Cibernetico and Chessman 
as The Hell Brothers, a popular tecnico stable in AAA 
at war with the remnants of La Secta and Muerte 
Cibernetica since last November ... Escaped the 
“Cage Of Death” at this year’s TripleMania with his 
hair intact ... Brother of luchador Electro Shock .. 
His trademark hold, e/ pozo, is a variation of the fig- 
ure-seven leglock. 


61 COLLECTION ALT. (1°, 203, 
7, 71) Winner of 2007's Best of the Super Juniors 
tournament has turned into New Japan Pro 
Wrestling’s junior heavyweight ace ... Defeated icon- 
ic junior heavyweights Jushin Liger and Tiger Mask IV 
before beating Wataru Inoue in the tournament final 
in June -., Sometimes competes in the heavyweight 
division as well ... Won the 2006 Peterson Cup in 
Florida last year ... Part of a stable that includes 
Masa Chono and Shinsuke Nakamura’... Spent most 
of 2006 in the United States working independents 
before signing. with New Japan in September ... 
Trademark submission hold is the “AT Lock.” 


62 COR WON (62°, 275, 4, 94) 
‘Once known to fans as Monty Brown, the former TNA 
star began the year with a new name in a’new com- 
pany as Marcus Cor Von in ECW ... The “Alpha Male” 
quickly became the enforcer of the upstart group The 
New Breed... Helped The New Breed dominate in 
their feud against The ECW Originals throughout the 
spring ... Made his WrestleMania debut this year in 
Detroit on the losing side of an eight-man tag team 
match ... Would help avenge that loss just two days 
later in an eight-man “Extreme Rules” rematch .. 
Now helping Elijah Burke in his feud with C.M, Punk 
... His high-impact pounce finisher is among the 
most devastating moves in all of wrestling. 


63 ALBRIGHT (@°, 230, 5, 80) 
Turned the corner in 2007 and has found his niche in 
Ring of Honor, collecting bounties and breaking arms 

. Used the crowbar, a Fujiwara armbar variation, 
to pick up many wins in 2007, the most significant of 
which was a title shot against ROH champion 
Takeshi Morishima ... Had a four-month stint on 
Smackdown last year under the name Gunner Scott 
«.. Released from WWE in October of 2006, he 
appeared in ROH just two weeks later as “The 
Shooter” ... Advanced over Osamu Nishimura and 
Fred Sampson in the summer's tournament for the 
vacant NWA heavyweight title. 


64 KOJIMA (6, 243, 17, 14) 
‘Among the top stars of All Japan Pro Wrestling, this 
former New Japan star is always in the main-event 
picture ... Re-formed his classic tag team with 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan in December 2006 ... The duo 
rolled over the competition and won the Real World 
Tag League tourney ... Defeated both Minoru Suzuki 
and Ro’'Z in March's Champions Carnival tournament, 
but his loss to Toshiaki Kawada cost him a spot in the 
final ... Joined TARU's Voodoo Murderers stable in 
the summer, adding some much-needed star power 
to the group ... Has been on a long winning streak 
this year ... Throws a devastating lariat. 


65 (6°7", 326, 13, 50) The “Big Red 
Machine” is closing in on a decade of destruction in 
WWE rings, and shows:no signs of slowing down ... 
Came into 2007 on a literal “hot Streak,” which saw 


him set Montel Vontavious Porter on fire in an 
“Inferno Match” at December's Armageddon ... 
Eliminated King Booker at the. Royal Rumble, only to. 
have Booker return and eliminate him as well, set- 
ting off a feud between the two ... Kane got his 
revenge at No Way Out ... Lost to The Great Khali at 
WrestleMania 23 ... Became entangled in a feud 
with Dave Taylor and William Regal, eventually 
teaming with The Boogeyman and Little Boogey to 
take out their rivals ... Routinely uses the 
chokeslam as his finisher. 


66 HARRIS (:2", 238, 6, 46) 
Formerly one-half of the most successful tag team in 
TINA history, America's Most Wanted, Harris has bro- 
ken out as a solo star ... James Storm smashed a 
beer bottle in Harris’ face, causing temporary biind- 
ness in his right eye back in December ... Competed 
in a non-sanctioned blindfold match at Lockdown ... 
tis sight eventually returned, allowing for two intense 
brawis between the former partners during May and 
June of this year ... Competed in a show-stealing 
“King Of The Mountain” match at June’s Slam- 
mmiversary ... Expect Harris to use his catatonic, a 
swinging uranage slam, to pick up wins. 


67 CASTAGNOL 5°, 238, 6, 
211) Towering Swiss independent is now a US. citizen 
.-» Reluctantly back under the control of Chris Hero at 
CHIKARA, but he's under no such constraints at Ring of 
Honor ... Throws what is arguably the best European 
uppercut in all of wrestling ... Held 
the ROH, CHIKARA, and CZW tag 
titles with Hero simultaneously at 
the end of 2006 before being 
signed to a WWE developmental 
contract ... Was mysteriously 
released before reporting for duty 
... Has been racking up wins as a 
single in Ring of Honor, as well as 
with a host of other American inde- 
pendents ... His Ricola bomb fin- 
isher is actually a pyramid bomb. 


68 LA. PARK (, 230, 25, 
75) One of the most recognizable 
luchadores in the world, Park is 
the original La Parka fans saw in 
ECW and WCW before a falling-out 
with AAA cost him his rights to the 
fame ... One of the most in- 
demand freelance performers in 
Mexico ... In a “Ruleta De La 
Muerte” match in May, he 
escaped with his mask intact, 
while Vilano ill lost his hair ... Stil 
appears with CMLL off and on ... 
His unsettled rivalry there against 
Dr. Wagner Jr. has made him a 
rudo by default ... Has a great 
twisting senton. 


69 MASK IW (5:7, 178, 17, 31) iconic 
junior heavyweight of New Japan Pro Wrestling wears 
one of the most famous masks in all of wrestling ... 
A former NWA junior heavyweight champion, he won 
the belt from Black Tiger in 2006 and held it for 16 
months before Josing to American independent Mike 
Quackenbush in May of this year ... Appeared at 
‘TNA's Sacrifice in a losing effort against Senshi, Jerry 
Lynn, and Alex Shelley ... The only man to win back- 
to-back Best of the Super Juniors tournaments didn’t 
even make the semifinals this year, finishing third in 
his block ... Like his trainer, the original Tiger Mask, 
favors the tiger suplex as a finisher. 


70 BIG FLAIR (6'1", 235, 34, 24) auite possibly 
the greatest wrestler of all-time, this year starts 
Flair’s 35th year of “stylin’ and profilin” ... Feuded 
to a positive conclusion with Kenny Dykstra, the 
youngest member of the WWE roster, through 
January ... Gave Carlito a verbal flogging in 
February, calling him self-centered and ungrateful 
for his spot on the roster ... The two soon became a 
regular tag team ... After an initial run of success, 
followed by a frustrating losing streak, Carlito turned 
against Flair in April ... Flair dominated subsequent 
encounters, but was drafted to Smackdown before 
the issue could be fully resolved. 
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TA BOBBY ROODE (6, 230, 9, 165) Following 
the dissolution of Team Canada last spring, Roode set 
off on his own as a free agent in TNA and began inter- 
viewing a series of potential managers ... Ended up 
selecting Tracy Brooks and reemerged on the TNA 
‘scene with a much more professional look and atti- 
tude ... Began a feud with former Team Canada 
member Eric Young during the winter months of 2006 
... Using Ms. Brooks as a seductress, he eventually 
tricked Young into teaming with him ... Spent much 
of the spring torturing Young ... Defeated Jeff Jarrett 
in the greatest match of Roode’s career at Sacrifice 

.. Young eventually won his freedom in a match at 
Slammiversary ... Is picking up wins nowadays with a 
fisherman suplex. 


72 JUM AKIYAMA (6, 231, 15, 20) the reign- 
ing Global Honored Crown heavyweight tag team 
champion (along with partner Takeshi Rikioh), he's 
held several titles in his home promotion, Pro 
Wrestling NOAH ... Won the tag tile in April by defeat- 
ing Takeshi Morishima and Mohammed Yone ... Held 
the GHC heavyweight title tast year, until being upset 
in September by Naomichi Maruti... Formerly ofthe 
Stemness stable, he's now on his own, mentoring 
rookie sensation Makoto Hashi ... Started his career 
in All Japan Pro Wrestling ... Has rarely appeared out- 
side his native Japan ... Known for his suplexes, his 
favorite being a variation ofthe exploder 


73 BLACK WARRIOR (5:7°, 201, 21, 58) 


CMLL rudo has experienced a career rebirth since 
losing his mask to Mistico in September 2006 ... 
Won the NWA middleweight title from Mistico last 
May, but dropped the belt back to Mistico after five 
title defenses ... Famed for his rocket-like tope that 
often sends him several rows deep into the audience 
... Nephew of lucha legend Blue Panther 
Disappeared from the scene in June, causing much 
speculation over his health ... His dreaded submis- 
sion hold is the nudo lagunero. 


74 BROTHER RAY (4 280, 16, 76) 


Mouthpiece of Team 3-D will go down as one of the 
greatest tag team competitors in wrestling history .. 

Most recent tag title reign remained elusive for more 
than a year, before Team 3D tinally bested LAX at 
Lockdown ... His and Brother Devon's feat of captur- 
ing the ECW, WCW, WWE, NWA, and INA tag team 
championships will likely never be repeated Also 
became half of the first-ever TNA World tag team 
champions when the company dropped its affiliation 
with the National Wrestling Alliance. Popular 
brawler can still rally fans into a frenzy with his ultra: 

intense oratory style ... The Long Island native and his 
tag partner opened their own wrestling school in 
Florida, dubbed Team 3D Academy. 
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75 LEM SHELLEY (5:10", 199, 5, 249) His 
work behind the camera of Paparazzi Productions 
helped him as much as his work in front of the 
cameras of TNA ... Caught the attention of Kevin 
Nash, who chose Shelley as the first of many X 
division protégés ... Won the initial “Paparazzi 
Championship Series” ... Quietly broke away 
from Nash in mid-2007 ... Outside the confines of 
TNA, Shelley had found much success teaming 
with fellow TNA star Chris Sabin as The Murder 
City Machine Guns in Zero-One Max.and ROH ... 
The pairing was so successful that the pair have 
now begun to team in TNA ... Uses the 
Shellshock facebuster and the Border City stretch 
‘submission to pick up victories. 


76 DAVEY RICHARDS (6°, 185, s, 
145) A year after his debut, Richards joined the 
roster of Pro Wrestling Guerrilla in 2005 ... Won 
the Super 8 tournament in 2006, besting Charlie 
Haas in the fina! ... Debuted with Ring of Honor 
in June 2006, quickly becoming one of the com- 
pany's hottest stars ... Won the epic 2006 ver- 
sion of the Battle of Los Angeles tournament, 
defeating CIMA in the final round ... A member of 
The No Remorse Corps stable in ROH with Rocky jf 
Romero and Roderick Strong ... Made his 
Japanese debut with Pro Wrestling NOAH in June, 
teaming with Bryan Danielson for tag team action 

Finishing maneuver is a double-underhook 
brainbuster. 


77 WILLIAM REGAL (5"10°, 255, 24, 


123) The “Gentleman Villain" has seemingly 
tumed a comer in his WWE career, finally escap- 
ing his lackey role to showcase himself as one of the 
best in the world ... He and old partner Dave Taylor 
‘were contenders for the Smackdown tag title for much 
of 2006 and '07 ... The team had a running feud with 
then-champions Paul London and Brian Kendrick that 
culminated in the pair's first-ever ladder match at 
Armageddon ... They then became embroiled in a 
feud with Kane and The Boogeyman .... Inventor of the 
Regal stretch, a variation of the STF ... Isn't above 
using the brass knuckles he calls the “Power Of The 
Punch” to win a match ... Won a battle royal to 
become general manager of Raw in August. 


78 JAY BRISCOE (61°, 206, 7, 330) one-hatt 


of the Ring of Honor tag team champions along with 
brother Mark ... Jay, the elder Briscoe, received a 
shot at ROH champion Takeshi Morishima in June and 
came close to unseating the champion ... The 
Briscoes fared well in NOAH's NTV Cup junior tag tour 
nament that was held over the summer ... Defended 
the ROH tag team belts against Naruki Doi and Shingo, 
Christopher Daniels and Matt Sydal, Alex Shelley and 
Chris Sabin, El Generico and Kevin Steen, and Claudio 
Castagnoli and Chris Hero ... The Briscoes are also 
the FIP tag team champions ... Known for his “J- 
Driller” piledriver 


79 ATLANTIS (6's, 199, 24, 34) Legendary 
luchador has been one of the hottest acts in CMLL 
since joining rudo stable Los Guerreros last year ... 
Held the CMLL trios title with Tarzan Boy and Ultimo 
Guerrero until February, before being defeated by Los 
Perros del Mal ... Captured the NWA light heavy- 
Weight ttle more than two years ago, and has suc- 


cessfully reigned ever since ... Made hundreds of 
independent appearances this past year, wresting all 
‘ver Mexico ... Won the mask of Vilano Ill with his 
“Atlantida” backbreaker submission hold. 


80 BROTHER DEVON (6'1", 260, 16, 63) 


The muscle behind the legendary Team 3D ... After 
several failed bids to win the TNA World tag team 
championship, took a break from action’in 2006: 
before returning in October ... Received help from a 
long-lost “cousin,” Sopranos star Steve Schirripa, in a 
“Belting Pot” match against rivals LAX ... Fans of 
Hermie Sadler’s UWF saw a tag team dream match 
when Devon and Brother Ray lost to The Steiner 
Brothers in February ... With Scott Steiner hospital- 
ized, Team 3D defeated the duo of Rick Steiner and 
Scott's substitute, Road Warrior Animal, at 
Slammiversary ... Can stil fetch and set up a folding 
table in mere seconds. 


81 HIROYOSHI TENZAN (6, 248, 17, 33) 


Leader of the Great Bash Heel faction in his home pro- 
motion of New Japan Pro Wrestling ... Broke away 
from Masa Chono and his Black Japan stable in 2006 
and assembled his new group with Shiro Koshinaka, 
Togi Makabe, and Toru Yano ... Won the G-1 Climax 
last summer, his third time winning the tournament 
since 2003 .,. Held the IWGP tag belts with Chono for 
most of 2006 before an injury forced them to vacate 
tthe title last September ... His TTD, short for Tenzan's 
tombstone driver, is as deadly as ever. 


82 JAMES STORM (°, 245, 6, 53) Tya’s 
“Cowboy” dumped his longtime America's Most 
Wanted partner, Chris Harris, in December and took 
up with a new best friend—a 12 oz. bottle of Miller 
Lite ... Beat Harris in a clumsy “Six Sides Of Stee!” 
blindfold match that would have surely merited a Jim 
Ross “bowling shoe” analogy ... More than made up. 
for it in a losing effort against the “Wildcat” in an 
excruciating Texas death match, which should war- 
rant Match of the Year consideration ... In one of 
many instances of apparent public drunkenness, he 
‘spat beer in the face of former Tennessee Titan Frank 
Wycheck ... Teamed with Ron Killings against 
Wycheck and Jerry Lynn at Slammiversary .. 
Managed by the first woman ever to be ranked in the 
“PWI500," Jackie Moore. 


83 MARM BRISCOE (6:1", 198, 7, 327) co- 


holder of the Ring of Honor and FIP tag team titles with 
his older brother, Jay ... The more animated and cra- 


zier Briscoe brother, Mark nearly saw the end of his 
career after a mistimed shooting star press back in 
March ... Miraculously. came back weeks later only to. 
be re-injured by Kevin Steen ... Lost a singles bout to 
Steen in June .., Toured Japan with Pro Wrestling 
NOAH as part of the NTV Cup tag tournament ... Uses 
the “Cutthroat Driver” as a finishing maneuver .. 
Does not shy away from the shooting star press. 


84 DOUG WILLIAMS (6'1;" 233, 11, 69) “the 
Anarchist” is known as one of the premier technical 
wrestlers on the planet, and is probably England's top 
wrestling export these days ... Has held the ICWA 
(France) heavyweight title for over two years .., 
Wrestled on four Japanese tours with Pro Wrestling 
NOAH in the past year ... A regular in all of Europe's top 
promotions, including IPW-UK, ROW, and 3CW in 
England, IWW in Ireland, ICWA in France, WXW and 
GSW in Germany, and ROE in Austria ... Made it to the 
final of the first-ever King Of Europe Cup tournament in 
April before losing to Nigel McGuinness in a tough 
final... Uses the “Chaos Theory” rolling German suplex 
for his finisher, 


85 ZORRO (19°, 200, 14, 152) Popular tecnico of 
AAA seems have spent part of the past year brain- 
washed ... Evinced a darker personality throughout 
2006 and into 2007 .,. Started wearing an iron mask 
to the ring, flirting with a switch to the rudo camp ... 
Has teamed with The Hell Brothers of late ... A four- 
time former Mexican National heavyweight champ, he 
Jost the belt to Charly Manson last June... Recaptured 
the UWA lightweight title 
at the beginning of 2007 
«++ Makes opponents tap 
out to his scorpion 
deathlock. 


86 MINORU os", 
201, 9, 110) Once known 
as Minoru Tanaka, he 
donned the mask of 
“Heat” for a few years 
before unmasking and 
renaming himself MI- 
NORU ... Won last year's 
Best of the Super Juniors 
tournament ... Teamed 
with Jushin Liger in his 
CTU stable until the group 
disbanded in this sum- 
mer ... Former IWGP ju- 
nior heavyweight cham- 
pion was dethroned by 
Ryusuke Taguchi in July, 
ending his fourth reign 
with the belt ... On spe- 
cial occasions, he uses 
his dreaded wrist-clutch 
fisherman-buster from 
the top turnbuckle. 


87 ELIJAH BURKE (6'1", 230, 3, 161) once the 
comer man for Sylvester Terkay, Burke has come into 
his own as the leader of the ECW faction The New 
Breed .,. Praised by WWE Chairman Vince McMahon. 
as “the future of ECW” during McMahon's ECW debut 
wv Spearheaded The New. Breed’s war with the ECW 
Originals throughout the spring months ... Made his 
‘WrestleMania debut in Detroit, as The New Breed lost 
‘to The Originals in an eight-man tag match ... 
Recruited C.M. Punk to help tip the scales in the New 
Breed/Originals war, but paid the price when Punk 
sabotaged The New Breed from the inside ... Now 
focusing on getting revenge on Punk ... Destroys his 
‘opponents with the Elijah experience, a running dou- 
ble-knee attack, 


8B DELIRIOUS (6:11", 192, 6, 295) Masked 
madman from the Midwest is a regular with such 
independent groups as Ring of Honor and CHIKARA ... 
Typically found in singles action, he sometimes teams 
with Hallowicked as Incoherence ... Aligned with the 
Resilience faction in ROH, he's been at war with for- 
mer partner Roderick Strong and his No Remorse 
Corps practically all year ... Won ROH's “Survival Of 
The Fittest” series in October 2006 ... Has appeared 
with TNA sporadically over the years ... Recently 
Popped up on some Dragon Gate cards in Japan ... 
His array of unique moves include “Chemical 
Imbalance #2” and the spine-crushing “Shadows Over 
Hell” backsplash, 


89 CHRIS MASTERS ('s", 270, 5, 219) 


“The Masterpiece" has been more focused on his 
physique than his win-loss record this past year ... 
Briefly feuded with Raw announcer Jerry Lawler last 
November, embarrassing “The King” at points, but 
ultimately not getting the last laugh ... Spent most of 
the early months of 2007 feuding with sometimes- 
nemesis Carlito... Suffered the biggest loss of all this 
past March when Bobby Lashley became the first per- 
son in Masters’ career to break the masterlock ... 
Took on smaller competition in the form of Super 
Crazy and then-Intercontinental champion Santino 
Marella in the spring months, only to be humbled by 
both men ... Drafted to Smackdown in June, 


90 MEPHISTO (6°, 191, 18, 54) Forms La 
Triada del Terror with longtime partner Averno and 
new addition Ephesto in the rings of CMLL ... This 
masked rudo Is a former CMLL tag team champion, as 
he and Averno lost the belts in 2006 to Mistico and 
Negro Casas ... They have since been granted four 
rematches, but haven't recaptured the belts ... 
Loosely affiliated with Los Guerreros del Atlantida, 
Mephisto is often in the main-event picture, taking on 
Mexico's top tecnicos ... Sends opponents to dream- 
Jand with his underhook facebuster. 
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91 BENJAMIN (6'2", 245, 7, 
37) After losing direction as a singles wrestler on 
Raw; Benjamin found welcome change in reform- 
ing The World's Greatest Tag Team with Charlie 
Haas ... The two have had uneven success since 
their reunion, but the highlight was a show-steal- 
jing ladder match against The Hardys at the One 
Night Stand event in June ... Post-match brawl 
with The Hardys in the trainer's room showed how 
serious they are about reclaiming the title ... Had 
a hard time this year in their on-again, off-again 
rivalry with Cryme Tyme ... Benjamin uses an 
exploder suplex to pick up most of his victories. 


92 (6711", 195, 8, 325) 
Dancing star of AAA is a favorite of the promo- 
tion’s female fans ... Popular tecnico bounced 
back from a broken neck that was feared to have 
ended his career ... Frequent partner of Zorro, he 
was one of AAA's top draws during Latin Lover's 
hiatus ... Joined the cast of a telenovela (soap 
opera) in the spring that hurt his career momen- 
tum ... Won the hair of Golden Boy in May ... 
Virtually absent from all AAA cards since June, he 
worked independent dates throughout the summer 
months ... Uses the Asai DDT to put his opponents 
down for the count, 


93 WILLIAMS ('s", 180, », 86) 
Diminutive TNA competitor still boasts one of the most 
thrilling finishers in the business, the Canadian 
destroyer piledriver ... Former X division frontrunner 
has seen his progress stall with the collapse of Team 
Canada ... Was invited to join LAX, but showed he had 
a bit of a soft spot for the stars and stripes when he 
stopped the trio from burning an American flag .. 

Defeated Homicide in a December edition of Impact ... 

Took on Gail Kim as a manager during his feud with 
James Storm ... Has befriended Eric Young in recent 
months, and lost to “Showtime's” oppressor, Bobby 
Roode, in a “Six Sides Of Steel” match at Lockdown. 


94 THORN (6'3", 265, 7, nt) originaly 
thought to be an odd cheice to take part in the ECW 
revival, the dark and brooding Thorn has become 
staple of the brand since his debut last July ... An 
impressive series of wins got him noticed by WWE 
Chairman Vince McMahon inthe lead-up tothe forma- 
tion of The New Breed ... Alongside Eljah Burke, Matt 
Striker, and-Marcus Cor Von, Thorn waged war 
against The ECW Originals throughout the spring of 
2007 ... Made his WrestleMania debut in Detroit, 
coming up short in an eight-man tag against the 
Originals... Now on his own, without The New Breed 
or his valet Ariel to hold him back, Thor is looking to 
take a bite out ofthe ECW championship ... His hang- 
ing jaworeaker is called the “Dark Kiss." 
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95 JAY LETHAL (5'9°, 192, 5, 170) As the 
youngest wrestler on the TNA roster at age 22, 
Lethal has always had the support of the TNA fans, 
but has sttuggled to stand out in the X division 
Enlisted in Kevin Nash's “Paparazzi Championship 
Series” in order to elevate his status ... An off-the- 
cuff impersonation of “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
altered his career path, as Nash used that to create 
“Black Machismo” ... The change in persona paid 
dividends in the ring, as Lethal eventually captured 
the X division title from Chris Sabin at June's 
Slammiversary event ... Has taken up Savage's 
top-rope elbowdrop as his new method of winning 
matches. 


96 NAKAMURA (5:2", 229, 
5, 130) Cocky young star of New Japan Pro 
Wrestling's heavyweight division is a former IWGP. 
champion ... Debuted his new finishing move, the 
“Landslide,” in October 2006 ... It's a variation of 
the Death Valley driver ... Won the G-1 Tag League 
with Black Japan stablemate Masa Chono in 
November 2006, beating Hiroshi Tanahashi and Koj 
Kanemoto in the final-.... Challenged then-IWGP 
champ Tanahashi for the belt in December, but 
couldn't win the title ... Spent a portion of 2006 
touring the world leaming new styles of wrestling, 
and adding some muscle mass to his frame ... 
Frequently teams with Giant Bernard and Travis 
Tomko for trios action 


97 LONDON (5:10", 205, 7, 87) 


Alongside his partner, Brian Kendrick, the newly 


bearded London is one-half of the most 
exciting young tag team in WWE today 
... The pair shocked many pundits. by 
holding the Smackdown tag title from 
May 2006 to April 2007 ... Took on all 
challengers throughout the spring, most 
notably the young team of Deuce and 
Domino .... Fought off the greasers for 
months, until the pair finally ended 
London and Kendrick's run as champi- 
ons in Italy on April 20 ... Lost their only 
rematch with Deuce and Domino, and 
were then drafted as a team to Raw just 
two days later ... Opponents should be 
on the lookout for London's 450 splash. 


98 KENDRICK (o”, 
184, 8, 148) Held WWE's Smackdown 
World tag team title for 11 months with 
partner Paul London, the longest reign in 
the title's history ... Accepted challenges 
from all comers before losing the belts to 
Deuce and Domino on the April 20 edi- 
tion of Smackdown when a missed 
moonsault injured London's ribs and left 
Kendrick to battle the greasers alone ... 
They were drafted to Raw on June 17 
and won their debut match, defeating 
‘Shelton Benjamin and Charlies Haas ... Trained at 
Shawn Michaels’ Wrestling Academy ... Continues 
racking up victories with his shiranui, which he calls 
“Sliced Bread #2.” 


99 KAWADA (5:10, 240, 25, 
83) Iconic All Japan Pro Wrestling superstar has been 
freelance for the past few years, giving him the 
chance to wrestle wherever he chooses ... Primarily 
appears with HUSTLE and Zero-One Max .... Lost in 
his August 2006 attempt to become Triple Crown 
champ, but he eamed a measure of respect for Taiyo 
Kea in the match, and the two have since become 
teammates ... Together, they captured the AJPW tag 
‘team title in February ... Lost to Keiji Muto in the final 
of the Champions Camival in March ... Feared for his 
ferocious kicks to the head ... Favorite hold is the 
“Stretch Plum.” 


100 TOMKO ('6", 292, 5, 407) 
Intimidating big man returned to the familiar role of 
Christian Cage's problem-solver in November ... 
Despite their close relationship, he has butted heads 
with the “Instant Classic” more than once, and has 
shown signs of wanting to move on to something 
more ... Entertained the idea of joining Team Angle to 
take on the Christian Coalition at Lockdown, but ended 
up joining Cage's faction ... Cage offered him a shot 
at his NWA World ttle if he could defeat Samoa Joe on 
the March 1 edition of Impact .. Tomko did just that, 
but never got his shot... Has improved exponentially, 
both in terms of rng ablity and presence since debut- 
ing in TNA 


101 THE GREAT KHALI (74°, 408, 7, 144) in 


a sport where exaggeration is the norm, most of what 
is said about The Great Khali is stil an understatement 
.. Standing 74” and weighing over 400 pounds, the 
Punjab, India, native has run roughshod over nearly ll 
competition since arriving in WWE last spring ... 
Defeated Kane in his WrestleMania debut this past 
April ... Feuded with, and often dominated, Raw 
World champion John Cena after WrestleMania, but 
was unable to capture the title in several attempts 
Was drafted back to Smackdown, which proved to be 
a big break ... Claimed the vacant Smackdown World 
title by winning a 20-man battle royal in July ... With 
his size, Khali can tum even the simplest holds into 
match-enders, but prefers a hanging tree slam. 


102 ARIES (59°, 202, 6, 61) Popuiar 
Ring of Honor star saw his career stalled out during 
his topsy-turvy stay with TNA... Sat on the sidelines 
during suspensions unt finally being given his release 
from the company in June ... Took an immediate 
contract offer from ROH, where he once held the 
heavyweight title ... Failed in his Apri title shot 
against ROH champ Takeshi Morishima ... His final 
TNA feud, which lasted all of three weeks, saw him 
defeat Senshi with the help of Bob Backlund before 
Senshi got his revenge ina “Six Sides Of Steel” match 
at Lockdown ... Toured Australia in June ... Fond of 
the 450 splash. 


103 OGAWA (55°, 198, 22, 
282) Smallest man competing in Pro Wrestling 
NOAH's heavyweight division, Ogawa has found suc- 
cess regardless of what weight class he falls into ... 
Hasn't seen much singles action this year, concentrat- 
ing his efforts on tag team competition along with 
Mitsuharu Misawa ... The two often add Ricky Marvin 
to the mix to form a tremendously successful trios 
combination ... lilegally unmasked Mushiking Terry in 
June, ripping his mask to shreds and challenging him 
to put up his junior heavyweight title ...The backdrop 
suplex is his favorite move. 


104 GARZA (510", 202, 15, 62) 


Charismatic rudo is always in the main-event mix at 
CMLL, where he's a top star with Perro Aguayo Jr.'s 
Perros del Mal stable ... Currently enjoying his third 
reign as CMLL trios champ, this time with partners Mr. 
Aguila and Perro Aguayo Jr. ... They won the title 
from Atlantis, Tarzan Boy, and Ultimo Guerrero in 
February ... Former Mexican National heavyweight 
champ ... A neck injury last year forced Garza to the 
sidelines, but he was back in action within a month's 
time ... Popularized the corkscrew plancha during his 
days in WCW, almost a decade ago. 


105 BERNARD (65°, 253, 9, 131) 
Known as Albert or A-Train during his days languish- 
ing in the WWE mid-card mix, Bernard is now a main- 
event star with New Japan Pro Wrestling ... Currently 
holds the IWGP tag team title with Travis Tomko, hav- 


ing beaten Manabu Nakanishi and Takao Omori for the 
belts in March ... Made impressive defenses over 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan and Shiro Koshinaka as well as Yuji 
Nagata and Takashi lizuka ... Won last year's New 
Japan Cup ... Faced Kurt Angle in Angle's New Japan 
debut this year ... Destroys opponents with his sit-out 
variation of the power bomb. 


106 HERNANDEZ (6:2, 295, 
11, NL) Powerhouse component of TNA’s Latin 
American Exchange, teaming with Homicide ... With 
their punishing ring style and controversial message, 
LAX grew to become one of TNA's hottest tag team 
acts over the past year .. Even attempted to bum an 
American flag ... Defeated AJ. Styles and Christopher 
Daniels to capture the NWA World tag team champi- 
onship in October at Bound for Glory ... Puerto Rican 
native has both awesome power and surprising agility 
... Tope dive to the outside of the ring is just as 
impressive as The Undertaker's ... Running crucifix 
power bomb is devastating ... Tugboat Taylor and 
Shawn Michaels were among fis trainers, 


107 MARVIN (s'6", 186, 12, 230) 
Standout luchador is now a full-time member of the 
Pro Wrestling NOAH roster in Japan .... Won the GHC 
junior heavyweight tag team ttle wth Kotaro Suzuki in 
January, defeating The Briscoe Brothers 
Sometimes dons the mask of “Mushiking Joker” to 
feud with Mushiking Terry ... Hasn't been back to 
Mexico in some time, but did tour Europe inthe later 
part of 2006, appearing in England and Germany .. 
Wrestled with Ring of Honor as part ofits co-promo- 
tional shows with NOAH ... Uses a lightning-quick 
shining wizard to stun his opponents. 


108 CABANA (6::", 235, 3, 67) the 


popular ROH star and 
founding member of the 
Second City Saints 
signed a WWE develop- 
mental contract in the 
spring, and now com- 
petes in OVW .... News of 
his departure led to 
“Thank you, Colt!” 
chants at his final ROH 
shows ... Appeared un- 
der a mask as Matt Clas- 
sic for the now-defunct 
Wrestling Society X, 
which claimed he was in 
a coma for 40 years and 
won his first heavyweight 
title in 1952”... His 
knack for comedy has 
made him a natural addi- 
tion to the WWE family, 
but he is also a solid fun- 
damental wrestler .... AN 
October 2006 car acci- 


dent sparked a widespread rumor that he had lost a 
toe, when in reality it was only bruised ... Has a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing. 


109 MR. AGUILA 6's", 200, 12, 84) cm 
rudo has risen back to the main-event picture since 
joining the popular-Los Perros del Mal stable .. 
Replaced the injured Perro Aguayo Jr. both in his 
feud with Mistico and in his role on the popular 
Mexican reality series Los Cinco Magnificos ... Won 
the realty competition in the spring, but lost the feud 
to Mistico ... Captured the CMLL trios titles along- 
side Perro and Hector Garza in February, defeating 
Atlantis, Tarzan Boy, and Ultimo Guerrero ... Fans 
may recall his WWE stint as Essa Rios before leaving 
for TNA and Mexico... His signature vuelo de aguila 
isa twisting bodypress 


110 WANG YANG (s's”, 185, 2, 
246) After spending nearly a year away from WWE 
to work the independent circuit, Yang returned to 
WWE and the cruiserweight division as Smack- 
down’s resident redneck ... While many fans were 
initially baffled by the idea of a Korean-American 
redneck, they quickly took to Yang's infectious 
enthusiasm and dazzling ring style ... Spent his 
first few months back bouncing from feud to feud 
on the undercard, and coming close to capturing 
the cruiserweight title on a few occasions .. 
Shifted his focus to Chavo Guerrero Jr. at 
February's No Way Out ... Spent the spring and 
summer chasing Guerrero, but wasn't able to cap- 
ture the title ... Has adopted a moonsault press as 
his finisher of choice. 
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mM KID (6'6°, 165, 9, 106) High-fiy- 
ing prodigy makes his home with Dragon Gate in 
Japan... Joined CIMA's new Typhoon faction, along 
with Susumu Yokosuka and Ryo Saito ... Sidelined by 
illness for two months, he made a return to the ring in 
March ... A former Open the Brave Gate champion, a 
title essentially for cruiserweights.... Returning to 
Ring of Honor in the U.S. for two Midwestem appear- 
ances over WrestleMania weekend, he picked up a 
win in an eight-man tag with his Typhoon teammates 
over a squad of ROH wrestlers... His Dragonrana fin- 
isher is a full-flip into a huracanrana. 


112 (62", 214, 17, 128) Top star of 
short-lived Wresting Society X, he was the company's 
champion until losing the tile to Ricky Banderas... One 
of the top stars in Mexico for over a decade... Attacked 
by Banderas with a fireball in-a WSX segment so con- 
troversial, it was pulled from broadcast... Toured with 
Al Japan in the spring, and took his biggest win of the 
year when he defeated Toshiaki Kawada ... His “Nail n 
The Cot” finisher isa Michinoku driver. 


13 SUZUKI (58°, 185, 6, nt) Pro 
Wrestling NOAH junior heavyweight is just as famous 
under his given name as he is for his masked alter- 
‘ego, Mushiking Terry ... Teamed with Ricky Marvin to 
take the most important win of his young career in 
January, when the duo unseated The Briscoe Brothers 
for the GHC junior tag team title ... As Mushiking Terry, 
also wears the GHC junior heavyweight belt, which he 
won in April ... He and Marvin ended up boxed out of 
the final of the summer's NIV Junior Tag League due 
to.a draw against The Briscoes ... His “Blue Destiny” 
finisher is a Gory special into a neckbreaker. 


114 THE BOOGEYMAN (65°, 255, 3, 259) n 
the bizarre world of pro wrestling, it takes something 
special to be known as “the strangest” around, but 
The Boogeyman fits the bill ... A fixture on 
Smackdown programming for nearly two years, the 
2006 PW/ Rookie of the Year has engaged in an enter- 
taining series of matches with Finlay and his pint- 
sized accomplice, Homswoggle ... Enlisted the aid of 
his diminutive sidekick, known only as “Little Boogey” 
.-- Began teaming with Kane in April to aid in his feud 
with William Regal and Dave Taylor ... Later drafted to 
ECW .... Took great joy in torturing Matt Striker upon 
his arrival in ECW ... Uses a tree slam to punctuate 
his matches, 


15 CARAS JR. 6:4", 233, 7, 45) current 
CMLL heavyweight champion captured the ttle ina his- 
toric match against Universo 2000, ending his almost 
three-year tile reign in July ... The son of Dos Caras 
and nephew of Mil Mascaras, he's one of the biggest 
and strongest luchadores on the CMILL roster... Won 


last year's Copa Junior tournament over Hector Garza, 
which began his ascent to singles stardom ... Has 
some mixed martial arts experience ... Teamed with 
Valiente for this year’s Gran Altemnativa tournament, but 


they were ousted in the quarterfinals ... Pet move is a 
gorilla press dropped into a German suplex. 


TG NAKANISHI (6, 266, 12, 
154) Super strong Japanese heavyweight plies his 
‘trade in New Japan Pro Wrestling ... Held the IWGP 
tag team title with Takao Omori from September 2006 
until being dethroned by Travis Tomko and Giant 
Berard in March 2007 ... That same month, Omori 
and Nakanishi lost their NWA Intercontinental tag team 
title to Kohei Sato and Yoshihiro Takayama ... Not as 
‘suocessful in the singles ranks, he finished dead last 
in the G-1 Climax tournament last year ... Now feud- 
ing with Daisuke Sekimoto from Big Japan .. 
‘Trademark hold is the Argentine backbreaker. 


117 JEFF JARRETT (6°, 230, 21, 10) tHa’s resi- 
dent “King Of The Mountain” spent alot of time on the 
sidelines during the past year ... Sadly, he lost his 
wife, Jil, to cancer in May ... His sixth NWA title reign 
ended when he lost a title-vs.-career match against 
Sting at Bound for Glory in October... In a post-match 
interview, he spoke of “dropping the ball” both in his 
professional and personal life ... After a six-month 
absence, he retumed as the surprise fifth member of 
Kurt Angle's team in the “Lethal Lockdown” cage 
match, and helped Sting score the pinfall... Lost to 
Bobby Roode at Sacrifice ... Uses his trademark 
move, the stroke, or if need be, a guitar shot to the 
head, to win matches. 


118 BJ. WHITMER (611°, 230, 7, 218) Ring of 
Honor stalwart just doesn’t quit ... Fought off the 
challenges of Brent Albright and Jimmy Jacobs for 


most of 2006 ... Came out on top in a brutal tables 
match against Albright in February 2007 ... Fell to 
Jimmy Jacobs during ROH's “Supercard Of Honor Il" 
show in March .,. Unsuccessfully challenged ROH 
champion Takeshi Morishima in May ... Teamed with 
Davey Richards for May's Candido Cup tag team tour- 
nament, and made it to the semifinals ... Finishing 
move is the exploder suplex. 


119 MUTO 61”, 244, 24, 52) Top star 
of All Japan Pro Wrestling still dons the face paint 
from time to time and transforms into his famed 
alter-ego, The Great Muta ... Wrapped up in a feud 
with Satoshi Kojima and the Voodoo Murderers sta- 
ble, he’s been calling on the support of Taiyo Kea and 
Kensuke Sasaki to fight them ... Couldn't capture the 
Triple Crown from Minoru Suzuki in their July title 
confrontation .... Made his U.K. debut this year, oppo- 
site Martin Stone of ROW ... Also made a few 
appearances in the U.S. in conjunction with The 
Insane Clown Posse’s JCW ... Popularized the shin- 
ing wizard several years back. 


120 ERIC YOUNG (6,218, 7, 172) the lovable 


fan favorite of TNA continues to hold a steady spot on 
the roster despite his own perpetual paranoia about 
being fired ... Has spent the majority of the past year 
entangled in a feud with Robert Roode ... Convinced 
that Young's popularity would aid his own burgeoning 
Robert Roode Inc., Roode sent manager Tracy Brooks 
to persuade Young to join up ... Brooks eventually 
succeeded and Young spent the next several months 
being humiliated by Roode ... Enlisted the help of 
friends Petey Williams and Jeff Jarrett to try to stand 
up to Roode, only to have them both tured back .. 

Eventually won his freedom at a match against Roode 
at Slammiversary ... Uses a neckbreaker variation to 
help him to victory. 
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121 (6'10", 206, 14, 65) Formerly 
known as Tarzan Boy, this longtime rudo in CMLL 
had to change his name this year for legal reasons 
-++ Part of the Guerreros del Atlantida stable with 
Ultimo Guerrero and Atlantis, they held the CMLL 
trios titles until February, when they were defeated 
by Hector Garza, Perro Aguayo Jr., and Mr. Aguila 
... Also a frequent partner of Olimpico ... Ended his 
feud with Pierroth in December by defeating him in 
a steel cage match and shaving him’ bald ... Likes 
to drop opponents on their heads with his elevated 
facebuster. 


122 (6°, 235, 9, 193) Former Swiss 
banker toured with Pro Wrestling NOAH in the 
autumn of 2006 after impressive matches with 
Kenta Kobashi and Mitsuharu Misawa in his home 
promotion of WXW ..: Forms the Swiss Money 
Holding stable with Claudio Castagnoli and Marc 
Roudin ... Currently holds the WXW heavyweight 
title he won from Mike Quackenbush in March, but 
has yet to meet a worthy challenger ... Made it to 
the finals of the 2007 16-Carat Gold tournament in 
Germany, but was defeated by Chris Hero 
Participated in the King of Europe Cup, but did 
fare well... His pet finisher is a tiger driver. 


123 DYKSTRA (@'", 250, 6, 126) 
As the breakaway member of The Spirit Squad, 
Dykstra was the only one to survive the lopsided 
beatings that DX regularly administered to the group 
... Abandoned the cheerleader garb and changed 
from “Doane” to “Dykstra” in December of last year, 
returning to Raw to aid Rated RKO in their feud with 
DX ... Engaged in a brief feud with Ric Flair, even 

anaging to score a few pins on the “Nature Boy” ... 
At 21, he holds the distinction of being the youngest 
wrestler in either WWE or TNA ... His top-rope leg- 
drop is a sight to behold. 


124 CRAZY (5'8", 215, 9, 119) 
Once seemingly destined to take part in the rebirth 
of ECW, the “Insane Luchador” is part of the Raw 
roster ... Made an immediate impact on the WWE's. 
flagship program by defeating the much-larger 
Chris Masters in an open challenge match ... While 
some pundits might have seen the win as fluke, 
Crazy proved them wrong by defeating Masters 
again the very next week ... Began working his 
way into contention for the Intercontinental title, 
‘and has earned several shots at the belt ... Scored 
what may be the biggest win of his career by 
defeating Ken Kennedy in under 10 seconds in July 
«+. Schooled in the art of lucha libre, Crazy delivers 
breathtaking moonsaults. 


125 YOSHINO (5'9", 175, 6, 270) 
Ultra-fast cruiserweight from Dragon Gate in Japan 
has won over legions of fans with his quick mat work 
... Won the Ring of Honor tag team title from The 
Briscoe Brothers with partner Naruki Doi.in March .. 


They held the belts for just three weeks before losing 
‘them back to The Briscoes ... He and Doi are both 
part of the Muscle Outlawz faction that includes 
Gamma and Magnitude Kishiwada ... With Doi and 
Gamma, he held the Open the Triangle Gate trios title 
until December ... His cross-arm variation of the tri- 
angle choke is called so/ naciente. 


126 KILLINGS (61, 230, 10, 132) Ta 
regular languished in the mid-cards in 2006, and 
spent nearly six months in 2007 recovering from knee 
surgery ... The time off hurt “The Truth’ in this year's 
rankings ... Tried his hand at Hollywood, running trail- 
ers on Impact for films such as Rambuck, A Few Good 
Black Men, and Rocky Blackboa ... The reviews were 
not good ... Finally quit TNA in June... Has targeted 
Raw champ John Cena in several freestyles and inter- 
views, creating something of a grudge between the 
two ... Made a surprise return to TNA and targeted 
“Pacman” Jones at Hard Justice, 


127 REY BUCANERO (511", 197, 16, 39) 


Former member of Los Guerreros is now a main- 
event star on the tecnico side of the equation in CMLL 
... Often teams with Negro Casas, Mistico, or other 
tecnicos against his ex-partners, Ultimo Guerrero, 
Toscano, and Atlantis ... The reigning CMLL light 


heavyweight champion ended Ultimo Guerrero's four- 
year reign when he beat him for the belt last July .. 
Proved his dominance, winning a series of five 
rematches with Guerrero ... His dangerous finishing 
move, the “Buca Storm,” compacts opponents and 
drops them on the base of their necks. 


128 SYDAL (5'10", 195, 6, 101) 
Graceful high-flyer splits his time between Dragon 
Gate in Japan and American independent Ring of 
Honor ... Went undefeated for the short-lived 
Wrestling Society X ... Advanced over El Generico and 
Ryo Saito in April's King of Europe Cup before falling to 
Doug Williams ... In June, he joined Sweet & Sour Inc. 
in Ring of Honor, under the auspices of Larry Sweeney 
.. Held the Open the Brave Gate title in Japan for a 
month, before losing a March match to Genki 
Horiguchi ... Has a picturesque shooting star press. 


129 (6'8", 191, 15, 70) Charis- 
matic luchador is back in CMLL after a forgettable 
stint in AAA ... Returned to team with Universo 
2000 in his feud against Marco Corleone and Kenzo 
Suzuki ... They defeated the outsiders in December 
at Arena Mexico, and Corleone 
and Suzuki were shaved bald 
.. Ended his Los Guapos VIP 
alliance with Zumbido and Alan 
Stone when he departed AAA in 
late-2006 ... Briefly aligned 
himself with Perro Aguayo Jr. 
and Hector Garza upon arriving 
in CMLL ... The group was jok- 
ingly called “Los Guapperimos 
del Mal” ... His backbreaking 
submission hold is known as /a 
reinera. 


130 SNITSKY 
(6'4”, 310, 9, 216) The most fa- 
mous resident of Nesquehoning, 
Pennsylvania, reappeared in WWE 
with a new look and a vicious 
new attitude ... Debuted his new 
direction on the ECW brand, run- 
ning through most of the roster in. 
short order ... Attacked wrestlers 
‘seemingly at random after their 
matches, from Bobby Lashley to 
Matt Striker ... Made an impact 
by breaking Hardcore Holly's arm 
after defeating him ... Took out 
several members of The ECW 
Originals, including Mahoney, The 
Sandman, and Nunzio ... Before 
his path of destruction could 
reach the entire roster, Snitsky 
was drafted to Raw in June. 
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131 TOG! MAKABE (5'11", 243, 10, nt) current 
WEW heavyweight champion is a full-time member of 
the New Japan Pro Wrestling roster ... Won the largely 
defunct WEW title from Kintaro Kanemura in September 
2006 and has held it ever since ... He and Shiro 
Koshinaka became provisional tag team champions last 
year, winning a tournament final aver Travis Tomko and 
Giant Bernard, but were in turn beaten by Manabu 
Nakanishi and Takao Omori ... He and Koshinaka are 
now aligned with Hiroyoshi Tenzan’s Great Bash Heel 
faction and Toru Yano ... Spent his formative years in 


Puerto Rico in the 1990s as Shinya Makabe ... Makes 
use ofthe dragon suplex hold 

. 
132 (6'7", 189, 26, 315) Longtime 


lucha veteran is still in the main event mix in AAA, 
even years past his prime ... Feud with legendary 
rival Fuerza Guerrera continues with no end in sight 
«+. Co-holder of the Mexican National tag team title 
with the AAA La Parka for four years now ... 
Sometimes joins The Hell Brothers in their feud 
against Muerte Cibernetica and the remnants of his 
tudo faction, La Secta ... Captured the Mexican 
National middleweight title from Zumbido last July, 
and has since made successful defenses over several 
‘AAA luchadores ... Patented submission hold is a side 
Russian legsweep converted into an octopus hold. 


133 DOI (510, 187, 7, 254) 
Young star of the Japanese promotion Dragon 
Gate had a breakout year ... Teamed with sta- 
blemate Masato Yoshino to briefly capture The 
Briscoes’ Ring of Honor tag team title, but 
were beaten in a rematch ... Fighting with 
Gamma over control of the Muscle Outlawz 
stable that includes Genki Horiguchi and 
Magnitude Kishiwada ... Spent a part of 2006 
‘on the sidelines nursing an injury, but returned 
in top form ... Uses the “V9 clutch” cradle to 
help him to victory. 


134 DUTT ('e", 185, 6, 179) 
High-fiyer of TNA's X division, Dut’s career has 
been in something of a holding patter in recent 
months ... Joined Kevin Nash's “Paparazzi 
Championship Series” in an effort to elevate his 
star-power... While he couldn't pul ff the win 
in the PCS, he did catch Nash’s eye ... 
‘Alongside Jay Lethal, Dutt joined Nash's clique, 
with Nash promising to develop Dutt's personal- 
ity and take him to the top ... Recently remod- 
eled his own image in the spiritual vein ... Won 
the 2006 UWA Hardcore Grand Prix tournament, 
last defeating Puma in Canada .... Competed as 
part of Team TNA for CHIKARA's King of Trios 
tournament in February ... Uses his twisting 
450 splash (the “Hindu Press”) to rack up wins. 
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135 MURDOCH (6:4", 240, 10, 
191) Once thought to be permanently lost in the shuf- 
fle of the Raw brand, Murdoch and partner Lance 
Cade made a surprising resurgence in the weeks fol- 
lowing this year's WrestleMania ... Slowly became 
trusted allies of The Hardys, and the mutual respect 
led The Hardys to grant Cade and Murdoch a shot at 
the Raw World tag team title ... Murdoch knocked 
Jeff Hardy's foot off the ropes before the referee could 
ee it, allowing Cade to pick up the three-count and 
the title ... The duo turned against The Hardys post- 
match, cementing the fact that their alliance was a 
ruse ... When he wins, it's usually the result of a top- 
rope bulldog or a strong lariat. 


136 2000 (6, 216, 22, 114) 
‘Aged veteran of lucha libre is on a never-ending retire- 
ment tour, following in the footsteps of his semi- 
retired brothers, Cien Caras and Mascara Ano 2000 
.» Teamed with Shocker in late-2006 to begin a rival- 
ry with Marco Corleone and Kenzo Suzuki ... The 
Mexican duo drew first blood ... Ended up losing his 
feud with Corleone, and then lost his hair to him at 
‘Arena Mexico in March of this year ... Sometimes 
teams with his nephew, Cien Caras Jr. ... His black 
hammer piledriver finisher has been banned by the 
lucha commission. 


137 CADE (6'5", 262, 8, 235) As part 


of a much-ballyhooed tag team with Trevor Murdoch, 
the duo was almost written off early in their careers 


«.. The team wrestled on Heat for much of the past 
18 months ... Made a big impression this past April 
as one of the last two teams in a battle royal for the 
Raw World tag title ... The Hardys bested Cade and 
Murdoch at Backlash ... Respectfully asked The 
Hardys for one more shot at the belts and won the 
belts in June ... Further shocked the wrestling world 
by ambushing The Hardys after the match ... Cade 
uses a brutal lariat to finish off opponents, either on 
his own, or as part of a high-low combination with 
‘Murdoch, 


138 JAY BRADLEY (6'4", 248, 8, nt) one of 
the fastest-rising stars in WWE's developmental sys- 
tem, Bradley has held heavyweight gold in Deep South 
Wrestling as well as in his new home promotion of 
Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Captured the OVW title in a 
three-way dance against OVW veterans Aaron Stevens 
and Paul Birchall in June ... Lost the title less than a 
month later to Birchall, but remains in pursuit ... 
Scored a big win against an old rival when he defeat- 
ed C.M, Punk shortly after losing the title ... 
Competed as “Brad Bradley” during his days on the 
Midwestern independents ... Uses the “Second City 
Slam,” a diving fireman's carry slam, to plow through 
the competition, 


139 LYWNN 65°11”, 225, 19, NU) Back in 
action with TNA after working mostly as an agent for 
the company in recent years ... Goaded back into 
full-time competition by the disrespectful Chris Sabin 
... Won a ladder match to compete for 
the X title at Destination X ... Lost the 
match to Sabin, and was then 
attacked by Christopher Daniels ... 
Lost to Daniels at Lockdown ... 
Teamed with former NFL player Frank 
Wycheck to defeat James Storm and 
Ron Killings at Slammiversary ... Won 
a four-way X division bout involving 
Alex Shelley, Senshi, and Tiger Mask 
WV at Sacrifice ... Also active on the 
independents ... The cradle piledriver 
is still his calling card. 


140 CORLEONE 
(6°6", 265, 8, NL) You might remem- 
ber him from his days as mid-carder 
Mark Jindrak, but to CMLL fans, 
Corleone is a bona fide superstar... 
Won the hair of Universo 2000 in the: 
main event of a sold-out CMLL card in 
March ... Mexican fans have 
embraced him, thanks in part to his 
spectacular feats of athleticism ... 
Won the Toryumon Suzuki Cup 2007 
with partners Ultimo Dragon and 
Kensuke Sasaki ... His “Air Corleone” 
finisher is a flying bodypress delivered 
from the Arena Mexico runway, over 
the top rope, into mid-ring. 


M1 TOGO (59°, 219, 16, 208) Japanese 
independent is back in the limelight since re-teaming 
with TAKA Michinoku and defeating Gedo and Jado 
for the IWGP junior heavyweight tag titles in May ... 
Now competes for both New Japan and its offshoot 
LOCKUP promotion, in addition to making appear- 
ances with Japanese independents ... Retained the 
junior tag ttle against Koji Kanemoto and Wataru 
Inoue in July’... Took part in All Japan's summer 
Junior League tournament, and was beaten by even- 
tual winner Chris Sabin ... Revered for his perfect 
execution ofthe senton 


142 RAVE (5'11", 186, 7, 319) One of 
the most despised men on the Ring of Honor roster. 
Feud with Nigel McGuinness saw Rave end up with a 
broken jaw in March and spend six weeks of the grad- 
ing period on the sidings... Returned to the ring in 
April to large fanfare, and destroyed upstart competi- 
tor Michael Elgin in short order ... Failed in his ROH 
title match against Takeshi Morishima in June 
Toured with Dragon Gate in the wake of ROH's 
Japanese debut in July ... Couldn't capture the IWA 
Deep South belt from Mike Quackenbush in their July 


title bout ... Started using a heel hook submission 
hold this past year. 
143 INOUE (5:11", 234, 16, 241) 


Heavyweight wrestler with Pro Wrestling NOAH in 
Japan has been working overtime trying to become 
the company’s next star ... Won the 2006 tournament 
to crown a number-one contender to then-champion 
Jun Akiyama's GHC heavyweight title ... Came up 
short in the title match ... Feuded with the Pen Pals 
tag team of Kishin Kawabata and Kentaro Shiga 
through the spring of 2007 ... Still teams up with 
Dark Agent stablemates Akitoshi Saito and Takashi 
‘Sugiura from time to time, but has started focusing on 
his singles career ... Forces opponents to submit to 
his “Torture Rack" Argentine backbreaker. 


144 GUERRERA (5'5", 165, 


15, 139) Son of legendary luchador Fuerza Guerrera is 
back where his career took off—in the rings of 
Mexican promotion AAA ... Leader of the Mexican 
Powers stable that also includes Crazzy Boy, Joe 
Lider, and Extreme Tiger ... The group originally 
included the AAA Psicosis, but he tumed against the 
team, causing them to lose the National Atomicos title 
to The Black Family in May ... Juvi and Psicosis have 
been going at it ever since ... Also feuding with his 
father, and the two have had several violent stipulation 
matches this year that Juvi has always lost ... His 
“Juvi Driver” is the Michinoku driver. 


145 WALTMAN (6:1, 213, 15, nt) The 
former X-Pac defied critics who said his best days 
were behind him by becoming a major player for 
Wrestling Society X this year ... Took wins over 
Chasyn Rance and Lary Sweeney in Florida's FIP 

Teamed with Billy Kidman for a shot at the NWA tag 


tile, losing a round-robin match to eventual champi- 
ons Joey Ryan and Karl Anderson ... Waltman’s 
comeback tour eventually brought him south of the 
border to AAA in Mexico, where he joined Konnan’s 
Foreign Legion faction... Continues to surprise oppo- 
nents with his X-factor finisher. 


146 MICHINOKU (57°, 172,16, 125) 
Founder and top star of the Kaientai Dojo training 
facilty and promotion in Japan ... Many fans fondly 
recall his days in both WWE and Michinoku Pro 

Teamed up with former Kaientai stablemate Dick Togo 
this year to capture the IWGP junior tag team tie in 
New Japan ... They defeated Gedo and Jado in May, 
and have since made a successful defense against 
Wataru Inoue and Koji Kanemoto ... Aligned with the 
Get Sekigun faction, along with Yoshiaki Yago and 


KAZMA, in K-Dojo ... His signature “Just Facelock” 
submission is exactly that 
141 JR. (5'7", 182, 10, 192) This 


masked tecnico makes his living high above the rings 
of CMLL ... Originally groomed for Mistico's spot in 
the upper echelon, Volador has fought his way up to 
the main event over the years, often subbing for 
Mistico and serving almost as his understudy ... Won 
the 2007 Reyes de Aire toumament, cementing his 
position amongst Mexico's finest flyers ... Sometimes 
teams with his father, Volador Sr., who now competes 
as Super Parka ... His quebrada moonsault is a quite 
graceful 


148 MIZANIN (61°, 210, 4, 174) The 
former reality television star was initially scoffed at by 
fans for his background and unorthodox appearance, 
but “The Miz” has shocked many observers by contin- 
ting to hold his own on the Smackdown brand 

Initially served as the “host” of Smackdown, but 


wasn't able to fight the wrestling bug for long and 
switched to active wrestler status ... Scored wins 
‘over Matt Hardy and Chris Benoit, though the means 
of victory were questionable ... Drafted to the ECW 
brand ... Has found a reliable and unique finisher in 
the “Miz-ard Of 02” reverse DDT variation. 


149 EWANS (6's", 165, 7, 113) the 
“Prince Of Parkiand” retumed to Ring of Honor in late- 
July after a Jong stay with Dragon Gate in Japan, 
where he is part of the New Hazard stable ... At the 
end of 2006, he became part of MTV's Wrestling 
Society X, giving him national television exposure 

A regular with independent companies Jersey All-Pro 
and Pro Wrestling Guerrilla ... Defeated Shingo, 
Jimmy Jacobs, and Xavier in a spectacular four-way 
match in February ... Beaten twice by Roderick 
Strong in matches in ROH before scoring a huge win 
during ROH's Japanese tour in July ... Performs the 
mind-boggling flying phoenix senton, 


150 MARTIN (6'6", 302, 10, 253) 
Experienced a career resurgence and put on some of 
his best showings as part of the revived ECW, where 
he spent much of the first six months as one of Paul 
Heyman’s hired hands ... Feuded with many of The 
ECW Originals, including Tommy Dreamer, The 
‘Sandman, and Rob Van Dam ... Disappeared from the 
brand shortly after failing to take the ECW title from 
then-champ Bobby Lashley ... Released from WWE in 
February ... Made sporadic indy appearances before 
surfacing in TNA as Andrew “The Punisher" Martin ... 
Opponents must be wary of his vicious running boot, 
as well as his “Test Grade” version of the fireman's 
carry Ace crusher. 
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the masked Shiryu of Michinoku Pro, Hayashi is now 
jokingly nicknamed “Miguel” after returning from a 


HAYASHI (s'2”, 187, 15, 55) once 


short tour of Mexico ... He forms The Mexico Amigos 
with TAKA “Pepe” Michinoku now ... Full-time mem- 
ber of the All Japan Pro Wrestling roster, he also 
helps train young wrestlers at the company’s school 

.. Made a surprise appearance with New Japan in 
January, helping his team to victory in a 10-man tag 
match ... Won All Japan's Junior League tournament 
last summer ... His pet move, the “WA4" is a varia~ 
tion of the air raid crash. 


152 (6'9", 189, 25; 280) One-third of 
the Triada del Terror with Averno and Mephisto, this 
CMLL rudo is a 25-year veteran of lucha libre ... Was 
ranked in the “PW! 500” last year as Hombre sin 
Nombre (Man With No Name).:: Formerly known as 
Safari, he gave up his tecnico persona in December 
2006... Fighting his way up the cards in talent-rich 
CMLL, he's seen a lot of action against Mistico, Negro 
Casas, and the other top-tier tecnicos ... Loosely 
affiliated with Los Guerreros del Atiantida. 


153 BIRCHALL (6'4", 281, 5, 247) 
Fans of Smackdown may best remember Birchall as 
the fan favorite pirate that was featured on the brand 
in mid-2006, but the Birchall of today is a much dif- 
ferent man .., Since returning to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling full-time, Birchall has regained his form as 
one of the most dangerous technicians in the sport 

.. Captured the OVW heavyweight title from Chet the 
det to close out 2006 ... Started off 2007 with a 
string of successful defenses and became known as 
the “Most Dangerous Man In OVW" ... Spent most of 
the spring as a major part of the title picture, trading 
the belt With Cody (Runnels) Rhodes, Idol Stevens, 
and Jay Bradley ... Employs a spectacular backflip 
‘suplex called “C4” to finish his foes, 


154 NEGRO ('9", 191, 17, 382) 
One of the top stars of Mexico's AAA promotion, he 
switches between the tecnico and rudo sides almost 
at random... Has wrestled in the U.S. and Japan in 
years past, but wrestled almost exclusively in Mexico 
this past year ... He and Mini Abismo Negro lost their 
‘AMA Mascola tag tiles to Alebrie and Cul and have 
yet to receive a rematch ... Known for using a lighter 
and aerosol can to throw fireballs at opponents ... 
Made it into the final three of the annual Rey de 
Reyes tournament in March before being eliminated 
by TNA star Rhino ... Favorite move is the banned 
martinetepiledrive. 


155 MERCURY (5'9°, 213, 11, 207) 
The former member of M-N-M was at the center of 
one of the mast harrowing moments of 2006 when 


his nose and orbital bone were 
shattered by an errant ladder 
shot at December's Armaged- 
don ... Returned seeking 
revenge against Matt Hardy 
whom he blamed for the in- 
juries ... Re-formed the M-N-M_ 
tag team, alongside partner 
Johnny Nitro and manager Me- 
lina on a semi-regular basis in 
the spring of 2007 ... Released 
by WWE in late-March ... Re- 
tuned to his roots on the inde- 
pendent circuit shortly there- 
after, testing his skills against 
rising stars such as Arik Can- 
non and Tyler Black ... Beat 
Adam Flash for the Maryland 
Championship Wrestling title in 
July, ending Flash's 364-day 
reign ... Finishes matches with 
a double-arm DDT. 


156 KANEMOTO 
(5'10",.205, 17, 146) Mainstay 
of the junior heavyweight divi- 
sion in New Japan Pro Wrestling 

Started his career as the 
masked Tiger Mask Ill ... Won the AWF tag team title 
with Choi Tesan in May, defeating Togi Makabe and 
Toru Yano ... Carried the IWGP junior heavyweight 
title through most of 2006 ... Lost it in December to 
MINORU .... Sometimes jumps a weight class to fight 
the heavyweights, and has found success in that divi- 
sion teaming with Hiroshi Tanahashi ... Had a long 
feud this past year with the members of CTU ... His 
moonsault press is spectacular. 


Ti HOLLY (61°, 235, 17, ny 
Long known as one of the toughest men in WWE, 
Holly finaly got his chance to cement that reputation 
by joining the revitalized ECW in August 2006 ... Had 
ane of the longest, most memorable matches in the 
short history of the new ECW, batting Rob Van Dam 
and suffering a targe gash in his back ... Delivered 
CLM, Punk his first singles loss in ECW, ending a five- 
month unbeaten streak ... Turned his attention to 
Bobby Lashley and the ECW tite in January, but was 
tumed back on several occasions ... Had his arm bro- 
ken by. Snitsky in April While sidelined, he was 
Grafted to Smackdown ... Likes to use the vicious 
Alabama slam to take out opponents. 


158 G66 69", 218, 22, 93) omit 
rudo has enjoyed a resurgence of popularity, thanks 
to his alliance with Perro Aguayo Jr's Perros del Mal 
stable ... One-third ofthe reigning Mexican National 
trios championship team, alongside Halloween and 
Mr. Aguila ... They won the belts from Maximo, 
Sagrado and Texano Jr. in April ... Made their first 
successful defense of the title against Negro Casas, 


Heavy Metal, and Volador Jr. in June .. 
total of seven tag team titles throughout Mexico and 


Has held a 


the U.S. with Halloween ... His mini-counterpart is 


Damian 333 ... Loves to smack opponents over the 
head with a Singapore cane 
159 HOYT (619°, 290, 7, 276) As the 


driving force behind *Hoytamania” in TNA, he has 
experienced a roller-coaster of events in the past few 
months ... Formed an odd tag team with Ron Killings 
in late-2006 ... A knee injury to Killings left Hoyt on 
his own ... Fell into a feud with Chicago White Sox 
catcher A.J. Pierzynski ... Defeated Dale Torborg, the 
White Sox conditioning coach and former wrestler 
“Demon,” in a “Basebraw!” match at Against All 
Odds ... Became the unlikely backup to The Voodoo 
Kin Mafia in their battle with Christy Hemme... 
Eventually turned against VKM and revealed his new 
relationship with Hemme ... Uses either the running 
boot or the power bomb to gamer most victories. 


160 SPEARS ('3", 235, 5, nu) 
WWE developmental talent has been stationed at Ohio 
Valley Wrestling since May 2006 ... He and tag part- 
ner Cody (Runnels) Rhodes had a healthy six-month 
reign as Southern tag team champs, until being 
defeated in April by the duo of Charles Evans and 
Justin LaRoche ... The tag team dissolved and the 
former partners have squared off a few times’... Beat 
Boris Alexiev (Santino Marella) fr the OVW TV tile in 
March ... Has defended the belt against Mike Mondo, 
Chet the Jet, and Steve Lewington ... His signature 
move is a running Death Valley driver. 
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161 LA MASCARA 


(5'9", 187, 7, 133) Talented 
CMLL tecnico is struggling 
to make an impact in the 
crowded mid-card mix ... 
Started off hot in the wake 
of his Gran Alternativa tour- 
nament win with Atlantis 
‘two years back, but has run 
hot and cold since ... Won 
the 2006 Reyes de Aire 
tournament ... Reigned for 
19 months as Mexican 
National welterweight 
champion until Sangre 
Azteca defeated him for the 
belt in December 2006 ... 
Has yet to be granted a 
rematch ... The son of 
Brazo de Oro ... Signature 
hold is the /a campana, or 
as it's known in the U.S., the 
rocking horse. 


162 HAAS 
(6'2”, 265, 11, 138) A gift- 
ed athlete in both the ama- 
teur and professional ranks, 
Haas has spent 2007 
reunited with the similarly —_—_— 
talented Shelton Benjamin as The World’s Greatest 
Tag Team ... While they haven't exactly lived up to 
the name, they did show flashes of brilliance in the 
first half of the year ... Challenged The Hardys for 
the Raw World tag title in a thrilling ladder match at 
One Night Stand ... Alongside Benjamin, Haas is 
helping to play a major part in the rejuvenated tag 
division on the Raw brand ... Utilizing variations of 
his amateur repertoire, he likes to pin opponents 
with any number of suplexes. 


163 METAL (5:7", 181, 18, 180) 
Popular CMLL tecnico is a second-generation luchador 
and the brother of Felino and Negro Casas ... Also a 
regular with the IWRG promotion, where he and his 
two brothers reigned as trios champs in 2005 ... 
Career has slowed down a lot since he departed AMA 
two years back, and has yet to have a real singles 
feud in the talent-rich CMLL mix ... Teaming with 
Super Nova for the 2007 installment of the Gran 
Alternativa, they fell in the quarterfinals to eventual 
winners Mistico and La Sombra ... Known for his cra- 
dled pinning combination /a casita. 


164 (6'2", 245, 15, NL) After a largely 
uneventful 2006, this tag team specialist is back in the 
title hunt with his partner, Damaja, in TNA ... Spent 
the second half of 2006 disquised in riot gear as one- 
half of Paul Heyman’s personal enforcers in ECW .. 
Former Smackdown World tag team champion was 
released from the company in January... With 


Damaja, Basham was introduced as Christy Hemme’s 
mystery team to take on The Voodoo Kin Mafia in 
May... They defeated Kip James and Lance Hoyt at 
TNA's Sacrifice event in May, but lost to VKM at 
Stammiversary in June. 


165 JR. (6:2", 242, 16, 212) 
Celebrated second-generation star turned rudo in 
May of this year, and is making top CMLL star 
Mistico the target of his agaressions -... Aligning with 
Los Perros del Mal made him into a superstar 


overnight ... Won the hair of Universo 2000 in 
Acapulco before a giant crowd in April ... illegally 
unmasked veteran Blue Panther in June ... An elbow 


injury suffered at the hands of Mistico sidelined him 
for six weeks during the summer ... Likes to use a 
Liger bomb as a finisher. 


166 STEWENS (6'4", 237, 6, 167) 
“The Idol” has been competing in OW since 2004, 
but won the OVW heavyweight title for only the first 
time in March Nearly won his second OWW title 
after seemingly pinning champion Paul Birchall, but 
the tile was instead held up when two referees dis- 
puted the decision’... In 2006, teamed with K.C. 
James as manager Michelle McCool’s favorite “teach- 
ers’ pets” and were top contenders for the 
Smackdown World tag team championship .. 
Defeated then-champs Paul London and Brian 
Kendrick in a non-title match in August 2006 
Favors a spinning neckbreaker he calls “The Idolzer.” 


167 PEARCE (62°, 233, 11, 99) 
“Scrap Iron” has become a mainstay of the Ring of 
Honor roster this past year, spliting his time between 
ROH commitments and NWA Pro ... Won the NWA 
Heritage title in a tournament final last October .. 
Handpicked as Colt Cabana’s final ROH opponent on 
the eve of Cabanas departure for WWE ... Lost to 
Cabana, but rebounded to eam a title shot at ROH 
champ Takeshi Morisinima ... Morishima made quick 
work of Pearce in June ... Involved in the ttle tourna- 
‘ment for the vacant NWA heavyweight championship, 
taking wins over Aaron Aguilera and Chad Parham 
before falling to Bryan Danielson ... Has a great jump- 
ing piledrver. 


168 B.G. JAMES (62", 261, 14, 105) Alongside 
longtime partner Kip James, B.G. spent much of the 
late-fall and early-winter waging their two-man war 
on WWE ... As The Voodoo Kin Mafia, the duo made 
several grandstand challenges to Vince McMahon, 
Shawn Michaels, and Triple-H .... Made waves with 
video packages that showed them outside WWE head- 
quarters and WWE lve events... Challenged Michaels 
to.a high-noon fight at the Alamo that went unan- 
swered ... Was dragged somewhat unwillingly into 
Kip's war with Christy Hemme... Hemme's latest 
team, Damaja and Basham, assaulted B.G. and side- 
lined him with a concussion ... Will surely be looking 
to use his pump-handle slam to exact some revenge 
upon is retum to the ring. 


169 (6'8”, 209, 17, 89) CMLL 
tudo has enjoyed a resurgence of popularity thanks to 
his alliance with Perro Aguayo Jr.’s Perros del Mal sta~ 
ble ... One-third of the reigning Mexican National trios 
championship team, alongside Damian 666 and Mr. 
Aguila ... They won the belts from Maximo, Sagrado, 
and Texano Jr. in April ... Made their first successful 
defense of the title against Negro Casas, Heavy Metal, 
and Votador Jr. in June ... Has held a total of seven 
tag team titles throughout Mexico and the U.S. with 
Damian 666 ...’ Took some time off after suffering a 
neck injury from a piledriver, returning at full strength 
last summer ... Famed for his signature submission 
hold “La Calabaza.” 


110 JAMES (6°4", 254, 14, 102) Went 
through yet another transformation in his persona, 
abandoning the “James Gang” moniker he and part- 
ner B.G. James had been using in favor of the name 
“Voodoo Kin Mafia” ... The change in name was a 
thinly veiled shot at their former employer at WWE .. 
Often uses his previous moniker, Billy Gunn, for inde- 
pendent appearances ... Shifted his attention in 
recent months to a war of the sexes with Christy 
Hemme and her team, Basham and Damaja ... Stil 
finds success with his famouser. 
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co.is part of the popular Hell Brothers stable with 


(6'1”, 231, 11, 388) AAA tecni- 


Cibernetico .... Formerly of La Secta Ciberetica, the 
group of then-rudos dissolved in November 2006, 
leaving Chessman, Charly Manson, and Cibernetico to 
fend for themselves ... They have been feuding with 
Muerte Cibernetica and the other remaining members 
of La Secta ever since ... Also ended his alliance with 
The Black Family, with whom he had been a National 
Atomicos champion ... Known for his blood-red face- 
paint and penchant for using foreign objects ... Has a 
brutal spear in his repertoire, 


12 RHODES (611, 232, 1, nu) The 
son of the son of a plumber, the “American Dream” 
Dusty Rhodes ... As Cody Runnels, he held the OVW 
heavyweight tle for a day in February after defeating 
Paul Birchall ... Also held the Southern tag team 
championship with Shawn Spears ... Had a falling- 
out with Spears, and the two traded the OW TV title 
.. Spears had the upper hand in the feud when 
Rhodes was called up to the Raw roster ... 
Immediately targeted by Randy Orton, who was tying 
to goad Dusty into a match ... It worked ... Wears 
both yellow polka dots and silver on his trunks, a trib- 
tute to his dad and his big brother, Dustin “Goldust” 
Rhodes ... His father's legendary riding partner, 
Magnum T.A,is his godfather 


118 STRIKER (5"10", 219, 8, 166) 
The former social studies teacher from Queens, 
New York, has surprised many fans with the impact 
he’s had on the ECW brand ... Began a feud with 
The Sandman shortly after arriving in ECW, and 
often got the upper-hand on the “Extreme Icon” ... 
Eventually became part of The New Breed along- 
side Elijah Burke, Kevin Thorn, and Marcus Cor Von 
... Made his WrestleMania debut as part of The 
New Breed, losing an eight-man tag to The ECW 


Originals ... Now helps Elijah Burke in his new war 
against C.M. Punk ... Uses the neckbreaker as his 
finishing move. 

114 ISHIMORI ¢'s", 182, 5, 188) 


Graduate of the Ultimo Dragon Gym and top star of the 
Toryumon X, Ishimori has developed into the man to 
watch in Pro Wrestling NOAH's junior heavyweight divi- 
sion ... Teamed with KENTA to win the NTV Junior Tag 
League tournament in NOAH this summer, last defeat- 
ing Kota Ibushi and Naomichi Marufuji in a spectacular 
match ... Went freetance a few years back, gaining 
experience in Europe and with groups such as All 
Japan and HUSTLE ... Now a regular with NOAH, 
where he’s improved dramatically ... Came up short in 
his title match against junior champ KENTA ... His 
“Superstar Elbow, ” a backward-rotating 450 into an 
elbowdrop, is nothing short of amazing. 
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115 (6'3", 250, 8, NL) The former 
Danny Basham is now plying his trade in TNA ... His 
longtime partner, Doug Basham, was once one of his 
fiercest rivals in OVW, where Damaja wore the heavy- 
weight tile on four occasions ... The two sometimes 
teamed as the helmeted Riot Squad in ECW in 2006 
... Returned to OVW for a spell, where he briefly 
served as an authority figure ... Released by WWE in 
January 2007 ... A frequent competitor in IWA Mid- 
South, he lost his title match against heavyweight 
champion Chuck Taylor in May ... Uses a spinning 
choke bomb as hs finishing maneuver. 


116 (67°, 190, 25, 156) Lightring-quick 
CMLL tecnico is the brother of Negro Casas and Heavy 
Metal .... Teamed with fellow feline La Pantera to win 
the IWRG Intercontinental tag tite in June of last year 
They reigned until May 2007, when they were 
unseated by the rookie tandem of EI Hijo del Cien Caras 
and Mascara Ano 2000 Jr. ... A three-time former 
CMLL welterweight champion, he's been working his 
way up the ladder of contention for a shot at current 
champ Mephisto ... Traveled to Los Angeles in June 
and kept his mask in a match that saw him win the hair 
of Perro Ruso ... Like all of his reatives, he uses la 
casitato pin his opponents’ shoulders tothe mat 


m QUACKENBUSH (6, 191, 16, 
289) Veteran American independent has eamed the 
nickname “Master Of A Thousand Holds”... Took his 
biggest career win in May of this year when he cap- 
tured the NWA junior heavyweight 
title from Tiger Mask IV ... Defi- 
nitvely beat archrival Chris Hero two 
weeks later, ending their two-year 
CHIKARA rivary .. Captured the IWA 
Deep South championship from 
Hallowicked in March ... Also reigns 
as champion of the Pennsylvania- 
based Pro Wrestling Entertainment 
promotion ... Made his long-overdue 
Ring of Honor debut in April to rave 
reviews ... Pins opponents with his 
“Quackendriver 3" or makes them 
tap out to his new invention, the 
“CHIKARA Special.” 


118 FUIL (5'9°, 212, 9, 
206) One of the originals in Dragon 
Gate, Fuji, lke his peers, leamed his 
craft in Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon 
.. Typically teamed with CIMA, Fuji 
is now on his own since CIMA 
formed Typhoon ... Won Dragon 
Gate's top title, the Open the Dream 
Gate championship in November 
2006 by defeating Susumu Yokosuka 
... Made his frst successful defense 


Japan star Jushin Liger in March .. 


Stocky wrestler is at home on the mat, unlike his high- 
flying Dragon Gate cohorts ... His “Nodowa Elbow” is 
a combination chokeslam and elbowdrop. 


119 MARELLA (6, 222, 2, ny) 
Rookie sensation shocked the world by accepting an 
open crowd challenge and defeating Umaga for the 
WME Intercontinental title at Raw in Milan, Italy, on 
April 16... Italy-born Marella spent most of the pre- 
ceding year honing his craft in Ohio Valley Wrestling, 
where he was known as Boris Alexiev ... Lost the belt 
back to Umaga in July after seven successful defens- 
es ... Frequently seen backstage with Maria Kanellis 
.. The two are rumored to be more than just friends 
Keeps opponents guessing with an array of judo 
and other MMA holds, as well as some unorthodox 
takes on classic professional wrestling maneuvers. 


180 STEEN (5:10”, 225, 8, 342) 
Canadian independent dubbed himself “Mr 

Wrestling,” and has made it his mission to show fans 
around the world why ... Quebec native toured with 
Japanese promotion Dragon Gate lat year, as well as 
visited Europe and all the North American hotbeds .. 

Was eliminated by CIMA from last year's Batle of Los 
Angeles tournament... Title match with PWG champi- 


on Human Tomado in February ended in a no-contest 

.. Teams with El Generico in Ring of Honor ... The 
unlikely duo is positioned for a shot at ROH tag 
champs The Briscoe Brothers ... His trademark move 
is the package piledriver. 


181 NAKAJIMA (5:0", 120, 
4, 49) The reigning All Japan Pro Wrestling junior 
heavyweight champion is the protégé of 
Kensuke Sasaki and his wife, Akira Hokuto ... 
Ended the 16-month reign of Shuji Kondo to 
begin his championship run in February .. 
Made his first successful defense of the title in 
April, defeating Brother YASSHI of The Voodoo 
Murderers ... Meteoric rise since debut at age 
15 has eared him the nickname “Super Nova” 
... The youngest wrestler to ever compete in the 
annual-Champions Carnival tournament ... Like 
his adopted parents, his signature move is the 
Norther Lights bomb. 


182 DREAMER '3", 243, 
18, 175) As the cornerstone of the original ECW, 
perhaps no one took more pride in the rebirth of 
the brand ... Bounced from feud to feud for the 
first few months before eventually being pulled 
into the ECW Originals vs. New Breed rivalry 
After six years with WWE, he finally made his 
WrestleMania debut this year, on the winning 
side of an eight-man tag match between The ECW 
Originals and The New Breed ... Since the New Breed 
feud cooled, Dreamer has had a hard time in singles, 
losing matches to Randy Orton, Bobby Lashley, and 
Gene Snitsky ... Still uses his trademark DDT to finish 
off opponents, 


183 PAE 5", 179, 3, nt) Fans around the world 
know how this mind-boggling aerialist eamed the tag 
“The Man That Gravity Forgot" ... This native of 
Newcastle, England, has wrestled not just all over 
Europe, but in the U.S. for Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, 
CHIKARA, and Ring of Honor ... The current WXW 
(Germany) lightweight champion, he defeated Tommy 
End back in December and has reigned ever since ... 
Won the PWG tag team title with Roderick Strong in a 
May tournament final ... Lost to Chuck Taylor in a Rey 
de Voladores tournament semifinal for CHIKARA on April 
22 in Philadelphia ... Signature move is a corkscrew 
shooting star press that must be seen to be believed. 


184 HENRY (6'2", 372, 11, 41) The sott- 
proclaimed “King Of The Jungle” made a startling 
return to the Smackdown brand in May, assaulting 
then-champion The Undertaker, and setting him up for 
Edge to cash in his “Money In The Bank” title shot to 
capture the gold ... Defeated Kane not once, but twice 
in his return, including a rare submission win .... Took 
out Little Boogey in a vicious post-match mugging ... 
Has made many big statements about his plans for the 
future on the Smackdown brand ... He'd better make 
his move quickly, before he suffers another career- 
altering injury ... Tums the simplest move into a deadly 
attack, using any combination of a bearhug, falling 
‘slam, and splash to take his opponents out. 


185 KOSLOW (5'9°, 190, 4, nu) Trekking 
from Moscow to Mexico, Koslov is now enjoying main- 


event status as a tecnico in CMLL ... Spent time hon- 
ing his craft around the Los Angeles circuit, where he 


picked up the lucha libre style .... Sometimes breaks 
ut into a wacky Cossack dance in mid-match, to the 
delight of Mexican fans ... Lost to Votador Jr. in 
February's Reyes de Aire Ciberetico ... Challenged 
NWA lightweight champion Atlantis in May, but was 
defeated ... His trademark submission, the “Red 
Scare,” is a side Russian legsweep, floated into a 
cobra stretch. 


186 THE SANDMAN (6'3°, 235, 18, 150) he 
“Hardcore Icon” was a major part of the ECW re- 
faunch last June ... Caned his way through most of 
the ECW roster throughout the summer ... Became 
engaged in a feud with Matt Striker in the fall that saw 
Striker out-think and frustrate Sandman on numerous 
occasions ... The Striker feud was a precursor of the 
ECW Originals vs. New Breed war that consumed the 
brand in early-2007 ... Made his WrestleMania debut 
in the Originals-New Breed eight-man tag ... As the 
feud with the New Breed died down, Sandman was 
uprooted and drafted to the Raw brand ... Though 
technically ilegal, Sandman stil enjoys pinning oppo- 
‘nents with his White Russian legsweep. 


187 CORINO (61°, 225, 13, 264) ater 
slowing down considerably in 2006, Corino recently 
announced that 2007 would be the last year of his 
career... Spent the back-haif of 2006 tangled up in the 
final chapter of his most violent feud, against longtime 
rival Homicide ... The feud culminated in a violent 
brawl in Philadelphia, with Corino being pinned and 
having his head shaved ... The two agreed that while 
they would never be friends, they respected each other 
as fighters and that they would cease hostilities... Lost 
his “King Of Old School” moniker to WWE copyrights... 
Has spent much of 2007 competing sporadically in the 
United Wrestling Federation, as well as making his final 
rounds on his retirement tour. 


188 (6'7", 176, 7, 96) Effeminate 
CMLL tecnico is one of the promotion's most popular 
mid-card attractions ... His autumn 2006 feud with 
Emilio Charles Jr. culminated in a hair-vs.-hair match 
that saw Maximo come out on top ... Along with 
Texano Jr. and EI Sagrado, he was a holder of the 
Mexican National trios title until Damian 666, 
Halloween, and Mr. Aguila defeated them in April .. 
Now feuding with former partner Texano Jr., who 


defected tothe rudo camp ... Favorite move i the fly 
ing hip attack. 
189 HORIGUCHI 5:6", 164, 9, 


104) Charismatic star of Japan's Dragon Gate promo- 
tion started his career as a shy tecnico that liked to 
surf ... Fans love to chant the Japanese word for 
bald (hage) at him, to get him riled ... Joined Naruki 
Doi’s Muscle Outlawz group, alongside Masato 
Yoshino and Gamma ... Now paints his face and 
sports blue hair extensions ... Won the Open the 
Brave Gate title from Dragon Kid in April 2007 and 
held it for three months before losing to Yasushi 
Kanda ... Wrestled for ROH and PWG in the past year 

His “Crown gate” finishing move is the beach- 
breaker piledriver. 


190 (6', 226, 10, 164) The once- 
beloved mascot of the Raw brand has experienced 
turbulent times as of late ... Tured against frequent 
tag partner Jim Duggan in November of last year .. 
Spent months seemingly unhinged, screaming “I'm 
Special” at anyone within earshot ... The change in 
attitude didn't bring much in the way of success, as 
Eugene frequently lost matches on Heat ... Shaved 
bald by Mr. McMahon and Umaga leading up to 
WrestleMania 23 ... Recently took up wearing a 
superhero costume to the ring ... Was drafted to 
Smackdown in June. 
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191 SUPER DELFIN (5'9", 205, 18, 250) 
Founder and top star of Osaka Pro Wrestling, Delfin 
rose to fame in the 1990s as part of The Great 
Sasuke's Michinoku Pro ... His popularity allows him 
to alternately team up with tecnicos or rudos for multi- 
ple-man matches ... Has seen lots of action teaming 
with Ebessan ill against Kanjuro Matsuyama ... Held 
‘the NWA welterweight title for all of one month in 
2007, trading it back and forth with Hajime Ohara .. 
Last held the Osaka Pro championship in August 2006, 
‘when he was dethroned by Billy Ken Kid ... His “Osaka 
Cutter” is a reverse suplex flipped into a stunner, 


192 RICKY REYES (5'9", 192, 8, 255) a fixture 
across the U.S. independent scene, Reyes is best 
known as one-half of The Havana Pitbulls alongside 
Rocky Romero, and as part of the Rottweilers stable 
led by Homicide ... Found those established alliances 
tested, if not completely dissolved, in the early part of 
2007 .., Romero abandoned Reyes and the rest of The 
Rottweilers shortly after his return to Ring of Honor .. 
Due to contractual disputes with TNA, Homicide was 
forced to leave ROH shortly thereafter, and Reyes was 
left on his own ... Is finding his niche as a singles tal- 
ent, currently holding the IWC heavyweight title in 
Pittsburgh ... Has beaten many opponents in short 
order with his version of the dragon sleeper. 


193 SHAD GASPARD (6, 270, 4, 293) He 
and his partner in Cryme Tyme, JTG, took Raw by 
storm in the fall of 2006 aided by a series of vignettes 
leading to thelr arrival ... They quickly became a team 
to watch with two non-title wins over then-Raw World 
tag team champs The Spirit 
Squad ... Unlike many teams 
that arrive to great fanfare and 
eventually fail to win the big 
one, Cryme Tyme simply never 
received a shot at the belts ... 
The duo has quietly become a 
staple of the online Heat show 
+. Still fan favorites and a 
winning combination, the duo 
uses a tandem fireman's carry 
neckbreaker called the “G-9" 
to rack up wins, 


194 MIKE KRUEL 
(5'10", 215, 6, 456) The 
reigning OVW heavyweight 
champion is a second-genera- 
tion competitor, son of jour- 
neyman grappler Bodyguard 
for Hire ... Kruel was a main- 
stay in the East Coast 
Wrestling Association, where 
he held that company's heavy- 


weight title ... Voluntarily vacated that title after suf- 
fering a non-title loss to Christopher Daniels in the 
2004 ECWA Super 8 Tournament ... Used to be 
known primarily for his superior submission style 
rather than his promos, but he’s been talking quite a 
bit in OVW, where he has dubbed himself the “Real 
‘American Hero” ... Part of a rulebreaking clique that 
also includes Vladimir Kozlov and Roucka, 


195 TANK TOLAND (5'9°, 225, 7, 287) 


Although the Chippendale-inspired tag team of the 
The Dicks may be more than forgettable, the former 
James Dick made enough of an impression on WWE 
Officials for them to recently re-sign him toa develop- 
‘mental contract ... Joined ROH in the fall of 2006, and 
was recruited by Larry Sweeney in February to be 
Chris Hero's trainer ... Drove fans crazy with his arm. 
exercises at ringside during Hero's matches ... Likes 
to use a swinging Polish hammer as a finisher... The 
New Jersey native was trained in Larry Sharpe's 
famed Monster Factory. 


196 BROTHER RUNT (59°, 150, 13, 221) 


‘Once known to fans across the globe as Spike Dudley, 
Runt has spent most of 2007 in what appears to be a 
drunken stupor ... Appeared as Santa Claus on 
Impact, only to be assaulted by The Latin American 
Exchange ... The attack set off the feud between LAX 
and Runt’s half-brothers, Team 3D ... Constant drink 
ing led him to interfere in the first Team 3D vs. LAX 
match at Final Resolution, resulting ina DQ ... Despite 
repeated warnings from his half-brothers, he contin- 
ued to make well-intentioned, but ultimately counter- 
productive attempts at helping them .., Eventually 
cornered and tasered by Konnan and LAX .., Hasn't 
been seen in TNA since, but still makes the rounds on 
the independent circuit, 
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197 MOHAMMED YONE (6, 221, 12, 245) 


Japanese heavyweight, known for his strange afro, 
can be found in the rings of Pro Wrestling NOAH... 
Fans chant “Mr. Afro” at him during his ring 
entrances ... A two-time Global Honored Crown tag 
team champion with Takeshi Morishima, they last 
held the belts for five months before losing them to 
Jun Akiyama and Takeshi Rikioh in April... Has had 
to fly solo a lot this year because Morishima has been 
inthe U.S, ... The muscle buster, or kinniku buster, is 
his favorite maneuver. 


198 EDDIE COLON (5'10", 220, 8, 313) son 


of Puerto Rican legend Carlos Colon and brother of 
WWE star Carlito, Eddie is now a developing talent 
for WWE ... Defeated Shannon Moore at a 
‘Smackdown taping in May ... The current World 
Wrestling Council Universal heavyweight champion, 
having won the title from Apolo in May ... Also held 
the title earlier in 2007 after winning it from Jon 
Heidenreich ... This reign marks his sixth run as 
champion of his father's promotion ... Has also held 
the WWC junior and tag team titles in the past .. 
Nicknamed “El Joven Maravilla,” which roughly 
translates to “The Boy Wonder” ... His “Cannonball 
Twister” move is a corkscrew senton, 


199 STG 61", 245, 3, NL) The smaller member 
of Cryme Tyme was once known as The Neighbor- 
hoodie .,. He and Shad Gaspard captured the 
Southern tag team title in May 2006 by defeating 
Roadkill and K.C, James .,. Were beaten two 
months later by C.M, Punk and Seth Skyfire ... 
They returned to OVW in July and regained the belts 
with a victory over K.C. and Kassidy James in 
Owensboro, Kentucky ... Though no longer seen on 
Raw, Cryme Time is still popular among those who 
watch Heat online, 


200 OLIMPICO (510°, 
194, 15, 78) The least popular 
member of Los Guerreros del 
Atlantida in CMLL, he never 
sees as much action as his 
partners, Ultimo Guerrero, 
Atlantis, and Toscano ... 
Feuding with Los Perros del 
Mal, he's typically boxed out 
of the main-event picture as 
the fourth man in a trios envi- 
ronment ... Started teaming, 
with El Terrible on some 
undercards to fill his time ... 
Came up through the ranks as 
a tecnico, but when that got 
him nowhere, he defected to 
the rudos ... A two-time for- 
mer CMLL welterweight 
champion ... Uses the cristo 
Invertido to make opponents 
tap out. 


201 CROSS (57°, 181, 6, 304) The 
“Innovator Of Aerial Insanity” wrestles all over the world 
as both M-Dogg 20 and Matt Cross ... Competed 
Before a crowd of 72,000 this past year in France a the 
Stade de France ... Captured the UWA Canadian cham- 
pionship by defeating Puma last July ... Wrestled as 
one-half of The Fith and the Fury with Teddy Hart in 
Wrestling Society X ... Joined Ring of Honor full-time in 
October 2006 ... Part of the Resilience faction with 
Delirious and Erick Stevens ... They definitively beat 
The No Remorse Corps in ROH in June ...Competed in 
both the Ted Petty invitational and PWG's Battle for Los 
Angeles tournaments this past year ... A master of 
countless high-flying maneuvers. 


202 (67", 215, 14, 121) New Japan Pro 
Wrestling junior heavyweight paved the way to the big 
leagues with years of hard work in groups such as 
WAR, FMW, and Michinoku Pro ... Easily in the best 
shape of his career ... A four-time former IWGP junior 
tag team champion with long-time partner Jado, their 
‘most recent reign came to an end after 10 months 
when they lost the belts to Dick Togo and TAKA 
Michinoku in May ... Took wins over El Samurai and 
Ryusuke Taguchi in this summer's Best of the Super 
Juniors tournament ... His patented barrel roll pinning 
combination is called the “Gedo clutch.” 


203 (6'3", 245, 9, 339) Teamed with 
Deuce to end the one-year Smackdown World tag 
‘team title reign of Paul London and Brian Kendrick on 
April 20... Deuce and Domino may catch some flack 
for their old-school greasers style, but Domino’s bad 
attitude and aggressive brawling style typically shuts 
up the critics in a hurry ... Domino deserves a lot of 
credit for managing to keep Deuce focused on their 
matches instead of constantly fretting about what their 
valet, Cherry, is up to ... Originally trained by Larry 
Sharpe ... Suffered a broken nose in a match against 
Cryme Tyme, and a break in a schnozz that size could 
be career-threatening ... His pet move is the 
cliffhanger, a spinning DDT coming off the ropes. 


204 SAITO (5'5", 174, 8, 198) Dragon 
Gate star has joined forces with CIMA, Susumu 
Yokosuka, and Dragon Kid as the new faction called 
Typhoon ... Previously the leader of the Do-Fixer 
group ... When Genki Horiguchi betrayed him in 
February, the group was effectively disbanded ... 
Briefly held the top Dragon Gate title, the Open the 
Dream Gate championship, last year ... Held the Open 
the Triangle Gate trios title twice in 2007, each for 
about a month, with CIMA and Yokosuka as his part- 
ners ... Made a few memorable appearances with 
ROH ... His “Fisherman Express” combo strings 
together fisherman busters with the fisherman suplex. 


205 DORING (5'11”, 212, 8, 268) 
One of the many ECW Originals whose career was 
iven a second shot at life wit the revival ofthe brand 
last year ... Re-formed his team with Roadkill, the last 


men ever to hold the original ECW tag title ... Any 
hopes of rekindling past success were in vain, as 
Roadkill left for Ohio Valley Wrestling less than a month. 
after the re-launch ... As a solo star, Doring was not 
able to keep pace with Kurt Angle, Rob Van Dam, or 
CM. Punk, going winless through his entire run of spo- 
radic appearances for the company ... Released in the 
autumn of 2006, he returned to the East Coast inde- 
pendent scene, working for companies such as 
‘Maryland Championship Wrestling and NWA Upstate, 


206 CIBERNETICA ¢, 245, 10, 
NL) Known as Ricky Banderas in Puerto Rico, he's also 
known as Mesias and Muerte Cibernetica in Mexico 

.. Took control of La Secta during Cibernetico’s 
injury-related hiatus, and the two went to war over it 
upon his return ... Now feuding in the main-event mix 
with The Hell Brothers ... Lost his mask to the AAA 
version of La Parka last summer ... Won the Wrestling 
Society X championship from Vampiro before the fold- 
ing of the promotion in 2007 ... Recently appeared in 
TNA .... Has a terrific frog splash. 


207 (62”, 230, 8, 396) Along with tag 
partner Domino and his girlfriend, Cherry, Deuce has 
experienced a great amount of success in his short 
time on the Smackdown brand ... The adopted son 
of “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka has to consider his win 
over Hall of Famers Snuka and Sgt, Slaughter to be 
one of the sweetest victories of his career ... Uses a 
simple, but effective, kick to the face, which he calls 
the “Crack ‘Em In The 
Mouth” to stun or knock 
out opponents, 


208 (6'4", 
265, 8, NL) The former 
World Wrestling Council 
Universal heavyweight 
champion was dethroned 
in May by the son of Carlos 
Colon, Eddie ... Hospi- 
talized Scott Steiner with a 
torn trachea after deliver- 
ing a vicious kick during a 
June tag team match in 
Puerto Rico ... Has also 
Competed under the 
names Nuevo Gran Apolo 
and El Leon ... One of the 
most famous faces in all of 
Puerto Rican wrestling 
right now ... Had a handful 
of runs in TNA over the 
years, and was’ part of 
Konnan’s original configu- 
ration of LAX, but was 
replaced by Machete in 
2006 ... His trademark 
move, e! fondo del abismo, 
is a simple sideslam. 


209 SHINZAKI (510°, 207, 14, 
196) Leader and top star of the ailing Michinoku Pro 
company based out of the Iwate prefecture in Japan 
... Some fans remember his short WWE stint under 
the name Hakushi ... Frequently teams with his 
pint-sized protégé, Shinji Nohashi ... Had a hard 
time with New Japan heavyweights Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan and Manabu Nakanishi in March ... Tends 
to compete in multiple-man matches or battle royals 
these days, and rarely outside of Michinoku ... Had 
a rare singles bout in June, beating Ted Tanabe in 
mere minutes ... The praying power bomb is his 
calling card. 


210 DEWINE (5'10", 222, 10, 332) a 
member of Raven's brooding Serotonin group in TNA, 
where he is now known as Havoc, along with Kaz and 
Martyr... Was kicked out of the Paparazzi Productions 
faction by Kevin Nash, perhaps sending him into his 
macabre spiral... Teamed with Kaz in a losing effort 
against The Voodoo Kin Mafia in a “Six Sides Of Steel” 
dark match at Lockdown... Also lost ina three-on-two 
handicap match against Kurt Angle and Samoa Joe in 
March ... The Windsor, Ontario, native was trained in 
the Hart “Dungeon * in Calgary ... Defeated Scotty 


Mac in Cochrane, Alberta, on a tribute show for his late 
trainer, “Bad News” Allen Coage. 
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2n NISHIMURA 66:1", 220, 15, 


200) Classic mat technician is a former New Japan 
Pro Wrestling star ... Followed his mentor, Tatsumi 
Fujinami, to his new home, MUGA World Pro Wrestling 
.-. Fought his mentor in Fujinami’s landmark 3,500th 
match this past May, losing two falls to one ... 
Feuding with another ex-New Japan star, Yutaka 
Yoshie, in the rings of MUGA ... Frequently teams with 
powerhouse heavyweight Katsushi Takemura, and the 
duo has traveled the world .... Known for his array of 
‘submission holds, such as the abdominal stretch and 
figure-four leglock. 


212 NOBLE (5'2", 190, 13, 231) one of 
the most underrated in-ring technicians in the sport 
today .... Smackdown fans have seen litle of him in 
the past six months ... Once a part of The Pit Bulls 
alongside Kid Kash; Kash’s release ended the partner- 
ship ,.. Struggling to find his niche in singles action 
.«» Recently reappeared as part of two wild multi-man 
cruiserweight matches on Smackdown, where he will 
hopefully be seeing more TV time ... Can finish oppo- 
nents off in any number of ways, including a tiger dri- 
ver and an Indian deathlock variation he calls the 
“Trailer Hitch.” 


213 DRAGON ¢'8", 185, 20, 95) 
Junior heavyweight sensation of the 1990s is stil 
active today, mostly in the rings of CMLL and with his 
‘own promotion, the Toryumon ... Operates his own 
training facility for Japanese wrestlers, based in 
‘Mexico City ... Appeared in Canada several times this 
year with UWA Hardcore, wrestling stars such as 
Black Tiger and Jushin Liger ... Celebrated his 20th 
anniversary in wrestling this past summer by promot- 
ing a big show in Japan featuring many of his pro- 
‘tégés and peers ... Barely appears in the U.S. since 
his forgettable WWE stint a few years back .... His shi- 
ranui variation is otherwise known as the “Asai DDT.” 


214 TAYLOR ('3°, 256, 29, NL) Aleg- 
end in his home country of England, and a cult 
favorite from his work in WCW during the'90s, Taylor 
found himself in the unexpected position of pairing 
up with old partner Wiliam Regal in the fll of 2006 
.. The team had a running feud with then- 
Smackdown World tag team champions Paul London 
and Brian Kendrick that culminated inthe pair's first- 
ever ladder match at Armageddon ... Next engaged 
in a feud with Kane and The Boogeyman ... With 
Regal being drafted to Raw, Taylor is now on his own 
.. Uses his “Britain-plex” variation of the double- 
undertook suplex to finish foes, 


215 GUERRERA (57°, 132, 29, 


337) Aging veteran luchador is wrapped up in what 
many expect to be his final feud—with longtime rival 
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Octagon in AAA ... Father of cruiserweight sensation 
Juventud Guerrera, the two teamed up for the first 
time in years this past April... Fuerza is now feuding 
with his son, choosing to team with fellow veteran 
Sangre Chicana instead ... Defeated his brash son in 
a streetfight at this year’s TripleMania event ... Also 
beat Juvi in a “Bull Terrier” match in July ... Best 
known for his covert “foul” shot to the groin, or pre- 
tending to be the victim of one. 


216 BENTLEY (6, 221, 7, 296) Fans 
have known Bentley by many names over the years, 
first as Michael Shane, then as Maverick Matt, now 
as Martyr in’ Raven's Serotonin faction ... It is 
believed that Raven recruited Bentley (along with 
Frankie Kazarian and Johnny Devine) with the 
promise of getting their struggling TNA careers back 
on track ... The group has found little success thus 
far, only serving as fodder for Raven's policy of 
“tough love” canings after their matches ... Kazarian 
split from Serotonin in June, forcing Bentley to go 
against his former partner in a sign of loyalty to 
Raven ... As does his cousin, Shawn Michaels, 
Bentley employs the superkick. 


21 


(5'9", 209, 16, 155) As a mainstay 


in the original ECW, Nunzio was thrilled to have the 
brand back full-time in June of last year ... Reunited 
with longtime tag partner Tony Mamaluke to bring the 


Full-Blooded Italians team that was a big part of the 
original ECW to the new ECW ... Mamaluke was qui- 
etly released in January 2007, and fans have seen 
very little of Nunzio since then, only appearing sporad- 
ically to take on monster opponents such as Snitsky 
and Kevin Thom, and getting destroyed in the process 
+» Still one of the best technical wrestlers in the world 
today, Nunzio's background in mixed martial arts has 
tuned his Fujiwara armbar to perfection, 


218 SUGIURA (510”, 198, 10, 
97) Struggling junior heavyweight of Pro Wrestling 
NOAH has worked hard not to get lost in the talent- 
rich mix of players in his home promotion ... Beat 
KENTA for the GHC junior heavyweight title last June 
«+» Held on to the belt until December when he was 
beaten by Tatsuhito Takaiwa ... Also held the GHC 
junior tag title twice last year, both times with partner 
Yoshinobu Kanemaru .,. Toured Europe in the past 
year, wrestling in both England and Germany ... 
Alternates between his anklelock submission and the 
Olympic slam made popular by Kurt Angle. 


219 TORNADO (3°, 171, 4, 344) 
Hailing from Hollywood, Alabama, this slim high-flyer 
caught some national spotlight as a featured player in 
the short-lived Wrestling Society X ... Typically plies 
his trade on the California independents, he held the 
PWG heavyweight championship for five weeks in 
early-2007 before being unseated 
by El Generico in February ... 
Featured in the 2006 Jack Black 
comedy Nacho Libre as “El 
Snowflake” ... Aside from PWG, 
Tornado has wrestled for CZW, 
IWA Mid-South, and MCW ... 
Signature moves include the 
shoryuken (a leaping uppercut,) 
tope con hilo (often landing in the 
fourth row), and tornado DDT. 


220 KNOX (re, 
260, 9, 140) Once part of the ini- 
tial rebirth of ECW, Knox has 
spent the better part of 2007 
refining his game in Deep South 
Wrestling ... Made one appear- 
ance for ECW in 2007, losing a 
singles match to C.M. Punk that 
effectively ended their feud’... 
Alongside Derrick Neikirk, Knox: 
has reformed their Team Elite tag 
duo to much success, capturing 
the DSW tag title for the first time 
with a win over The Major 
Brothers ... After the closing of 
Deep South Wrestling, Knox has 
made a handful of appearances 
for Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Puts 
opponents away with his reverse 
fisherman buster. 


221 FUJINAMI (6'1", 234, 36, 
NL) Founder of MUGA World Pro Wrestling in Japan, 
his small independent group celebrates the classic 
European mat style of decades gone by ... Departed 
New Japan Pro Wrestling over a year ago to strike out 
on his own .., Defeated Hiro Saito in March . 
Teamed with and then fought Chavo Guerrero Sr. dur- 
ing his retirement tour in April ... Fujinami was the 
last man to wrestle Guerrero before the veteran 
luchador hung up the tights ... Nicknamed “The 
Dragon" ... The dragon sleeper, dragon screw, and 
dragon suplex are all his inventions, 


222 GYMINI (6'3", 276, 10, 301) For- 
merly known as Mike Shane, he teamed with his twin 
brother, Jesse (Todd Shane), as The Gymini on 
Smackdown ... First broke out on the Florida inde- 
pendent scene before getting their “big break” in TNA 
as The Johnsons ... The brothers can boast about 
having beaten The Road Warriors for their fifth IPW tag 
team title in 2001 ... Jake's pet finisher is a head- 
and-arm overhead suplex he has dubbed the “Skull- 
Plex" .., The brothers won the Deep South tag title 
following their WWE release in January ... The Gymini 
favor a well-executed double-team slam they call the 
“Crash Diet” to flatten other teams, 


223 SINN (6'2", 234, 7, 458) OvW's res- 
ident carnival freak is an experienced journeyman. 
competitor, having wrestled in TNA, WWE, and all over 
the independent scene throughout his seven-year 
career ... ls something of a bizarre Renaissance Man, 
having experience in acting (Enter The Zombie King), 
cartoon publishing, wiring, and promoting ... Also 
worked as a true carnival freak show attraction as the 
strongman for Canada’s Carnival Diablo ... Has 
recently begun blinding opponents with multi-colored 
mist he sprays from his mouth ... Trained by Ron 
Hutchison alongside Edge and Christian ... Has 
teamed with The Belgium Brawler under the name 
Sinn-amon Waffle. 


224 RYAN (5'10", 210, 6, 288) One of 
the founders and top stars of Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, 
Ryan holds the record as the longest-reigning PWG 
heavyweight champion .., Now known for his thick 
mustache and massive sideburns inspired by 1980s 
TV icon Magnum P.I., including floral pattern trunks: 
... Has cheated, used foreign objects, or utilized 
outside interference in every one of his PWG title 
defenses ... None of those tactics helped him 
against Human Tornado, who ended his 13-month 
title reign in January ... Wrestled for Wrestling 
Society X ... With Karl Anderson, he won the NWA 
tag team title in July ... Finishing move is the 
“Mustache Ride" (a second-rope swinging neck- 
breaker). 


225 KONDO (510°, 211, 7, 352) 


Muscular junior heavyweight of All Japan Pro 
Wrestling got his start in Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon 


program ... Now teams with YASSHI and Suwama 
‘as part of TARU's Voodoo Murderers stable ... He 
and YASSHI are former All-Asia tag team champions. 
.. Held the All Japan junior heavyweight title for 
over.a year before being defeated by Katsuhiko 
Nakajima in February ... Lost to Chris Sabin in the 
final of All Japan's Junior League tournament in 
June ... His “Kondo Gorilla Clutch” is similar to a 
Texas cloverleaf, 


226 GYMINI (6'3", 278, 10, 308) 
Alongside his brother, Jake, Jesse was one-half of 
Simon Dean's tag team The Gymini on Smackdown 
during most of 2006 ... The duo failed to catch on 
during their WWE tenure, sticking mainly to lop- 
sided matches against much smaller opponents ... 
The Gymini vanished from Smackdown for good 
after Jesse was injured ... Was briefly managed by 
Angel Williams, which is a big step up from Simon 
Dean in the looks department ... The brothers were 
released by WWE in December ... Previously wres- 
tled under his given name of Todd Shane ., 
Looked good in a singles run as NWA Florida heavy- 
weight champion, 


221 (5'10", 203, 7, NL) Former 
mouthpiece for The Great Khali has had little direction 
since splitting from his gigantic charge in January , 

A contender for the cruiserweight title on the 
Smackdown brand until he was drafted to Raw in 
June ... Participated in a gauntlet match for the 
cruiserweight title at No Way Out in February ... 
Briefly feuded with Tommy Dreamer in ECW, climax- 
ing in a victory at December to Dismember ... 
Defeated then-cruiserweight champion Gregory 
Helms in a non-title match on Smackdown in 
February ... Although valued more in WWE for his 


speaking ability, he is a gifted athlete in his own right. 


228 DE PLATA (5:7", 241, 30, 229) 
Longtime CMLL star is now a tecnico in AAA ... Part 
of the legendary Brazo family, his name means “Arm 
Of Silver,” but fans prefer calling him “Super Porky” 

., Began feuding with Sean Waltman and his valet, 
‘Alicia Webb, this past summer... Had a strange role 
in the short-lived WWE juniors division on Smackdown 
«+ His vertical splash has tremendous impact on 
opponents’ chests, 


229 KAZARIAN (6'1", 215, 9, 
412) Dubbed “Kaz” after joining Raven's latest flock, 
Serotonin, but seems headed back out on his own in 
NA ... The faction was largely relegated to pay-per- 
view dark matches in 2006 and 2007 ... Attacked 
Raven during a match against Chris Harris on a June 
edition of /mpact ... Defeated his partners in the 
group, Martyr and Havok, in a three-way match for a 
spot in an “Ultimate X" gauntlet match, but Raven and 
Serotonin beat him down post-match ... Occasionally 
competes in PWG ... Briefly wrestled for WWE in 2005, 
most often on Velocity ... Trained by Killer Kowalski, 


230 SAND (5'9", 220, 23, 257) 
Also known as Naoki Sano, this mid-card heavyweight 
in Pro Wrestling NOAH had a few brushes with great- 
ness this past year ... Challenged Mitsuharu Misawa 
for the GHC heavyweight title in mid-2007, but came 
up short ... Last autumn, he and Yoshihiro Takayama 
‘came close to capturing the vacant GHC tag team title, 
but they lost the final match to Takeshi Morishima and 
Mohammed Yone ... Also teams with Jun Izumida .. 
‘Sometimes executes the Northern Lights bomb from 
the top turnbuckle, 
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231 ERIGM STEVENS (511°, 231, 4, nu) 
A standout on the Florida independent scene, 
Stevens is now poised for the national spotlight 
with Ring of Honor ... Turned heads in ROH's sis- 
ter promotion, Full Impact Pro, winning a tourna- 
ment to crown the first Florida Heritage champion 
... Has since defended the title against Claudio 
Castagnoli, Nigel McGuinness, and Jigsaw... 
Found almost immediate success in Ring of 
Honor by joining Austin Aries’ Resilience faction 
++ When Aries departed ROH, Stevens and fellow 
Resilience member Matt Cross carried on, doing 
battle with Aries’ former partner Roderick Strong 
and his No Remorse Corps ... Employs a devas- 
tating gut-wrench power bomb. 


232 SHINJIRO OTANI 65's", 224, 16, 


108) Top dog in Japan's Zero-One Max .. 
Started his career as a junior heavyweight in New 
Japan Pro Wrestling .., Took over the reigns of 
Zero-One after the passing of Shinya Hashimoto 
.» This year, under his direction, Zero-One has 
become more involved with children's charity 
work and makes visits to Japanese schools ... 
Embroiled in a rough feud with Kazunari 
Murakami that overshadowed this year's annual 
Fire Festival tournament ... Missed a little time 
this year in the wake of a concussion ... The © 
dragon suplex is his calling card, 


233 EL SAGRADO (540°, 190, 15, 256) 
Masked CMLL tecnico is a popular luchador in the 
crowded mid-card mix ,.. Ended his long, bitter rival- 
ty with Mascara Magica in February, winning 
Mascara's hair and protecting his mask ... A former 
Mexican National trios champion with Maximo and 
Texano Jr. ... They lost their title in April, and the trio 
had an ugly breakup thereafter ... Now teams up 
with Volador Jr. for multiple-man matches ... 
Wrestled as Genetico until receiving the religious 
blessing of Fray Tormenta, which caused his name 
change ... Soars onto opponents with his double- 
jump plancha out of the ring, 


234 ROBBIE MCALLISTER (240, 7, 
168) One-half of The Highlanders tag team with 
cousin Rory ... Made their Raw debuts last July and 
quickly went on-a winning streak ... A Raw World tag 
title win seemed likely until The Spirit Squad surpris- 
ingly turned back the Scots in multiple title matches 
... The duo began appearing less on Raw and more 
‘on wwe.com's Heat ... Both McAllisters are Ontario 
natives trained by Waldo Von Erich ... The 
Highlanders use a double-team flapjack to pick up 
‘most of their victories, but Robbie's personal favorites 
are the reverse mat slam and double-underhook 
power bomb. 
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235 LATIN LOWER (6:1", 216, 15, nu) 


Chiseled exotic dancer returned from a brief retire- 


‘ment to action in AAA this year . .. His time on national 
TV, particularly on the Mexican version of Dancing 
With The Stars made him into a mainstream sensation 

Competed in the March 2007 Rey de Reyes tour- 
nament, but didn't make it very far ... Teamed with 
La Parka, Zorro, and El Animal in a losing effort at this 
year's TripleMania .., The trio had been at war with 
Konnan’s Legion Extranjera all year ... Best known for 
his precision superkick (and his tango). 


236 MIME MONDO (5:7", 229, 5, 141) arter 


a very high-profile stay on the Raw brand as part of 
The Spirit Squad, Mikey was eventually shipped back 
to Ohio Valley Wrestling in November 2006 
Formed a team with ex-Spirit Squader Nick Nemeth 
that became known as The Frat Pack ... The duo 
took great joy in playing pranks on the OVW roster, 
particularly Southern tag champs Shawn Spears and 
Cody Runnels..., Their feud culminated in a match 
that saw The Frat Pack capture the Southern titles 
for a brief moment, before OVW troubleshooter Al 
Snow restarted the match due to use of a foreign 
object ... Spears and Rhodes eventually won out; 
The Frat Pack disbanded shortly afterward ... Uses 
‘an impressive running splash mountain power bomb: 
to finish opponents. 


237 SANGRE AZTECA 
(5'7", 178, 11, 149) Wild luchador is 
a loose affiliate of Ultimo Guerrero's 
Los Guerreros del Atlantida in CMLL 
... Longtime rudo isn't afraid to fly; 
he can keep up with any daredevil 
tecnico in Mexico ... The current 
Mexican National welterweight 
champion captured the title from La 
Mascara in December 2006 ... Made 
a series of defenses in 2007, includ- 
ing impressive victories over Maximo 
and Alex Koslov ... Toured with New 
Japan Pro Wrestling last year, and 
participated in their Best of the Super 
Juniors tournament ... His finishing 
move, /a valaguesa, is commonly 
known as the muscle buster, 


238 ANDY DOUGLAS 6:1", 
220, 5, 143) Most recently made up 
half of three-time NWA tag team 
champs The Naturals ... Parted 
ways with manager Shane Douglas 
in December ... Andy injured his 
neck during a house show tag team 
match against LAX on January 20 ... 
Reappeared on Impact on February 8 
to assist Chase Stevens, but was 
attacked by Abyss ... Released by 
TNA in May, along with Stevens . 
Team was rumored to have been in 
talks with WWE following their TNA release ... The 
pair has no current plans to part ways ... The Naturals 
utilize a double-underhook DDT as their finisher 


239 SHIRO KOSHINAKA (61°, 217, 28, 
NL) Veteran of New Japan Pro Wrestling saw his 
stock rise in the wake of a few national television 
appearances, and he returned to the spotlight this 
past year .. Joined Hiroyoshi Tenzan’s Great Bash 
Heel stable along with regular partner Togi Makabe 

The duo was briefly crowned provisional IWGP 
tag champs ... They teamed up again for the G-1 
Tag League tournament, but managed to win only 
ne of their round-robin matches ... Retumed to 
Mexico for the first time in decades this year, using 
his old luchador alias of Samurai Shiro... Famed for 
his fying hip attack. 


240 RORY MCALLISTER (2°, 230, 7, 176) 
The bald half of The Highlanders teams with his 
cousin, Robbie ... The Scottish tandem made their 
way. to WWE's Raw brand in a promising debut last 
July, only to have their fire smothered by The Spirit 
Squad ... Rory was one of the last eight competitors 
on the August 6 battle royal to appoint the new Raw 
general manager ... Seemingly out of title contention, 
The Highlanders began appearing more and more fre- 
quently on Heat’... Rory finishes his opponents with 
his “Hotscot Slingshot" and sideslam backbreaker. 


2m STEVENS (67, 220, 5, 
136) As part of The Naturals tag team with 
Andy Douglas, Stevens has struggled to find 
his footing in 2007 ... Competed on a hand- 
ful of TNA cards and for several independent 
promotions in the South in late-2006 ... 
Dropped several singles matches to stars 
such as Lance Hoyt, Scott Steiner, and Abyss 
in early-2007 ... In May, TNA released 
Stevens and Douglas after nearly four years 
on the full-time roster ... Plans on continuing 
as a team with Douglas for the foreseeable 
future, as they still team up for the CWA and 
USWO ... One of the underrated daredevils of 
wrestling ... Routinely uses the shooting star 
press to finish off opponents, 


242 JR. (, 209, 8, 103) Son 
of legendary luchador Texano has experience 
wrestling in both the U.S, and Japan .. 
Former Mexican National trios champion with 
El Sagrado and Maximo .., They lost the 
belts to Halloween, Damian 666, and Mr. 
Aguila in April ... Shortly after the loss, 
Texano went rudo and started feuding with 
former partner Maximo .., The heated rivalry 
hasn't seen either man move out of the mid- 
card mix yet ... Scoops opponents up onto 
his shoulders, then flips them into a back- 
breaker to put them away, 


243 JETER (6, 218, 5, 147) 


The two-time former OVW heavyweight champion is 
back jn Louisville after The Spirit Squad disbanded ... 
Instigated one of the most memorable feuds in OVW 
history when he viciously turned against then-partner 
Matt Cappotelli, leaving him a bloody mess ... Trained 
by Nick Dinsmore and former Spirit Squad partner 
Recently returned to OVW television, 
accepting an open challenge from The James Boys for 
a tag match alongside OVW mainstay Seth Skyfire .. 

Has an accurate array of spin kicks, including his 
“Johnny Go Round” jumping roundhouse kick ... 
Known for being a fearless high-flyer with a great 
springboard moonsault ... Frequently wrestles in 


Mike Mondo .. 


WWE dark matches, 


244 EL GENERICO (5111", 135, 5, 294) The 


reigning Pro Wrestling Guerrilla champion is no longer 
just a star in his native Canada, but all over the North 
‘American and European independent circuits ... Won 
the PWG title from Human Tornado in February ... Was 
also PWG tag team champion (with Quicksilver) at the 
time ... Made the rounds in the annual tournaments: 
the Battle of Los Angeles, Ted Petty Invitational, King of 
Europe, and plenty more ... Broke out as a star in Ring 
of Honor while teaming with frequent rival Kevin Steen 
... The two are almost always at odds ... The pair 
failed to capture the ROH tag title from The Briscoes in 
their June title match .... His top-turnbuckle brain- 


buster is as dangerous a finisher as you'll find. 


245 WAL WENIS (6:2", 250, 12, 183) one of the 
longest-tenured wrestlers on WWE's active roster, 
Venis has been a fixture for nine years ... One of the 
company’s most underrated wrestlers ... Serves as a 
trial horse for up-and-coming WWE talent, most often 
on Heat’... Teamed with the “World's Largest Love 
Machine” Viscera in a duo that was together more for 
entertainment value than to contend for tag titles ... 
Once known as the masked man Steele in Mexico ... 

Still lays out opponents with his “Money Shot" top 
rope splash. 


246 YOKOSUKA 65:11", 194, 9, 
NU) Rising star of Japan's Dragon Gate teams with 
CIMA, Ryo Saito, and Dragon Kid as the Typhoon fac- 
tion that wars with Naruki Do's Muscle Outlawz group 
.. Held the Open the Dream Gate title for six months 
last year, before being defeated by Don Fuji in 
November ... Teamed with Ryo Saito and CIMA to 
capture the Open the Triangle Gate title in Apri, then 
they lost the championship in their very first title 
defense to Shingo Takagi, BxB Hulk, and Cyber Kong 
just a month later... His “kata” is a Canadian back- 
breaker lt dropped into a DDT. 


247 WYLDE (5'10°, 202, 10, nu) 


“The Dangerboy” is the self-professed king of the 
Ontario independent scene ... Has competed—and 


won championships—in just about every promo- 
tion in the province over the past decade ... Also 
has made appearances in TNA and SPW ... Had 
heated rivalries with Eric Young, Nick Sinn, and 
most of the members of Team Canada ... His 
thrilling “Sky-Drill Press” never fails to bring the 
fans to their feet ... Often uses a version of the 
burning hammer as his main finishing move ... 
Usually accompanied to the ring by the stunning 
Jennifer Blake, but actually faced Blake in a 
bloody and intense singles bout for UWA Hardcore 
Wrestling in June, 


248 (@'1", 243, 20, 283) Continuing in 
his long history of bizarre behavior and leading 
‘even stranger collectives, Raven returned to TNA in 
November 2006 with a new group of minions called 
Serotonin ... The group—consisting of Matt 
Bentley (Martyr), Frankie Kazarian (Kaz), and 
Johnny Devine (Havok}—found little success in 
their initial outings ... Frustrated by this, Raven 
began to deliver “tough love” in the form of vicious 
post-match canings that the group accepted will- 
ingly ... The beatings have only served to drive a 
rift between the most talented member, Kaz, and 
‘the rest of Serotonin ... Always picks the perfect 
moment to unleash his DDT, which he calls the 
“Raven Effect.” 


249 KEA (6'1", 235, 13, 11) Hard- 
working All Japan Pro Wrestling heavyweight has 
struggled to get his career back on track since his 
short reign as Triple Crown champion last year . 
Won the titles last July and defended them against 
Toshiaki Kawada before losing them to Minoru 
Suzuki in September 2006 ... He and Kawada won 
the All Japan tag title in February ... Wrestled both 
Kensuke Sasaki and Suwama to 30-minute draws 
in March's Champions Carnival, but his the lack of 
wins kept him out of the finals ... Uses an Ace 
crusher variation referred to as the “Hawaiian 
Masher.” 


250 NEMETH (6, 210, 3, 134) As one 
of the less fortunate members of The Spirit Squad, 
Nicky was shipped back to Ohio Valley Wrestling by 
DX in November 2006 ... Abandoned the Spirit 
Squad garb upon returning to OVW in January of this 
year, and aligned himself with fellow ex-Spirit 
Squad member Mike Mondo as The Frat Pack in 
OW ... The pair began playing a series of pranks 
on Southern tag champs Shawn Spears and Cody 
Runnels, which led to a feud between the teams in 
the early months of 2007 ... Feud climaxed with 
The Frat Pack coming up short in their attempt to 
capture the title, and the duo split up shortly there- 
after... Regularly uses his standing moonsault 
press to win matches. 
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251 TAUE (6's, 272, 19, 91) Lum- 
bering heavyweight of Pro Wrestling NOAH is years 
past his prime, but Japanese fans respect his years of 
dedication to the sport ... Failed in his July title bid 
against reigning GHC heavyweight champion Mitsu- 
haru Misawa in a bout that was promoted as their final 
meeting ... Had a brief run with the belt in late-2005 
and early-2006 ... Mostly confined to tag matches 
these days; the big man rarely loses ... Fared well in 
the Tag League with partner SUWA last autumn, mak- 
ing it to the semifinals before facing elimination 

Puts opponents down for the count with his low-eleva- 
tion chokestam variation known as nodowa otashi. 


232 JACOBS 7", 171, 8, 261) as 
Ring of Honor’ resident “hopeless romantic,” Jacobs 
has spent the better part of the past two years on a 
strange odyssey to capture the heart of his manager, 
Lacey ... By the spring of this year, the affair sparked 
a violent soap opera involving Colt Cabana, Brent 
Albright, BJ. Whitmer, and Daizee Haze ... Brought 
closure to a year-long blood feud with Whitmer by 
defeating him inside a steel cage ... The match was a 
brutal affair, costing Jacobs not only some of his 
teeth, but his right knee's ACL as well ... Currently 
managing Lacey while he rehabiltates his own injuries 
... Employs a variation of sliced bread #2 he calls the 
"Contra Code” to finish off his opponents 


253 A-1 @, 245, 5, 278) Unlike other former 
members of Team Canada, A-1 
has struggled to find his place in 
TNA without the guidance of 
Coach Scott D'Amore 
Competed in a handful of 
matches after the breakup and 
lost the majority of them ... 
Stayed active on the Canadian 
independents between his spo- 
tadic appearances for TNA 
Eventually received his release 
from TNA in February of this 
year ... Now competing for Pro 
‘Wrestling Xtreme in the Toronto 
area ... Employs\a sit-out 
pump-handle slam on the way 
to victory. 


254 (6, 187, 10, NL) 
Currently one-fourth of the reign- 
ing Mexican National Atomicos 
champions with the other mem- 
bers of The Dark Family ....Ozz" 
reckless, high-flying style has 
made him a star of AAA ... They 
won the championship by defeat- 
ing Juventud Guerrera’s Mexican 
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Powers stable in May ... Teamed with Cuervo to win 
AAA’s 16-team round-robin tag tournament and 
become the first AAA tag team champions in March 
.. Lost the belts to Crazzy Boy and Joe Lider in July 
... Known for his wild, spinning tope through the 
ropes to the floor. 


255 BIG DADDY W (610°, 496, 16, 158) 
Formerly known as Viscera, this veteran is still running 
hard and is now dominating the competition 
Formed an odd pairing with Charfie Haas in late-2006 
that was born from their mutual romantic quarrels 
with ing announcer Lian Garcia... The duo found it 
tle success against teams such as DX and Cryme 
Tyme and disbanded ... Viscera continued as an 
unstoppable force in singles matches, making short 
work of his competition on Heat Drafted to ECW, 
where he was repackaged as Big Daddy V ... Very 
few peopl an kick out of a 500-pound splash, which 
is why he continues to rack up victories. 


256 JIM DUGGAN ('3", 240, 29, nu) Twenty 
years after debuting in WWE, “Hacksaw” has made an 
inspired comeback over the past year ... Cancer sur- 
vivor is in very respectable condition for a man his age 

Befriended Eugene in 2006 and teamed with him 
in several matches ... A regular competitor on Heat 
... Received one of the largest ovations of any super- 
star at the Detroit premiere of Steve's Austin's film 
The Condemned ... Once pinned Steve Austin in 30 
seconds to win the WCW USS. ttle ... Won the WWF's 
inaugural Royal Rumble in 1988 ... Two-by-four tot- 
ing patriot recently hosted “Superstars And Stripes” 
month on WWE 24/7 


251 TERKAY (6's°, 310, 8, ny) 
Viewed by many as one of the potential breakout stars 
of the new ECW ... With his history as an NCAA 
Division | heavyweight champion and background in 
the mixed martial arts group K-1 (as “Predator”), he 
dominated every singles encounter he had ... Over 
time, his comer man, Elijah Burke, slowly stepped out 
of Terkay's shadow, almost to the point where the 
roles were reversed ... Unceremoniously released 
from his WWE contract in January, but has stated he 
plans to retum at some point in the future ... Employs 
his “Big Bear Lock” armbar to win matches. 


258 BOY (5:10°, 180, 10, 225) One of 
the mast beloved members ofthe TNA roster... While 
he may not have racked up many wins in the past 
year of TNA action, consistently puts on good show- 
ings in multi-man X division matches ... Garnered 
some additional recognition outside the wrestling 
world as a featured part of the Camden Aquarium’s 
“Shark Alley” exhibit... Gained even more attention in 
a lawsuit filed against Miramax films over their film 
The Adventures Of Shark Boy And Lava Gir... 
Continues to run his “Shark Tank" training seminars 
for aspiring wrestlers ... His victories are usually 
scored with the deep sea drop, afront-flp Ace crusher 
from the comer. 


259 LEWINGTON (6'2", 220, 3, 
NL) The “British Babe” is a big favorite in Ohio Valley, 
especially among the ladies ... Earned a diploma in 
aeronautical engineering at Farborough College of 
Technology in England ... Followed his pro wrestling 
dream to America and trained at OVW in 2003 .. 
Returned to England and competed for 
All-Star Wrestling in 2004, becoming 
one of the United Kingdom's top young 
stars ... Beat Drew McDonald to win the 
ASW British heavyweight championship 
in a ladder match ... Destroyed by 
Umaga in a televised Raw match in 
England in April ... That performance, 
however, impressed the WWE front 
office enough to sign him to a develop- 
mental contract. 


260 MITCHELL (c2", 
250, 3, 201) Perhaps even less fortunate 
than the rest of his fellow Spirit Squad 
teammates, Nick Mitchell, better known 
as Mitch, spent most of 2006 in a high- 
profile, if not lopsided, feud with DX 
before being shipped back to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling in November 2006 While 
Kenny made his return to Raw shortly 
thereafter, and Johnny, Nicky, and Mikey 
found success in retuming to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling, Mitch didn’t find immediate 
opportunities ... Released from WWE in 
May... Finishes off most opponents with 
‘a swinging Ace crusher variation. 


261 EL ANGEL 6's", 120, 10, 300) Masked teo- 


nico of AAA spent much of the summer in the U.S. as 
an attraction on the Vans Warped music tour along- 
side some of his AAA compatriots ... His U.S. appear- 
ances have seen him teaming up with fellow tecnicos 
Mini Charly Manson and Super AAA ... Has teamed 
with Billy Boy against former Atomicos partners 
Dennis and Alan in Monterrey ... Saw some mixed tag 
action in the spring, teaming with Martha Villalobos .. 
‘Arsenal includes a picture-perfect Asai moonsault. 


262 RENE DUPREE (6,250, 9, 281) te for 
mer member of La Resistance made an unexpected 
appearance in the revived ECW during August of last 
year ... Appeared in several vignettes, claiming to be 
“the most extreme athlete in ECW" ... Beat Mahoney in 
his ECW debut ... Despite the initial success, Dupree 
soon disappeared, re- 
emerging a month later 
only to suffer two straight 
submission losses to 
C.M. Punk ... Disap- 
peared again until De- 
cember, when he lost to 
ECW champion Bobby 
Lashley ... Banished to 
OVW until the February 
feunion of La Resistance 
... Suspended in March 
and returned to action in 
‘the new Florida develop- 
mental camp in June .. 

Released from WWE a 
‘month later. 


263 (6, 
198, 17, 160) New 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
junior heavyweight 
missed some action this 
summer because of 
injuries .., A four-time 
former IWGP junior tag 
team champion with 
longtime partner Gedo ... Their recent 10-month reign 
came to an end when they lost to Dick Togo and TAKA 
Michinoku ... Part of Jushin Liger's CTU stable with 
MINORU until July 2007, Jado and Gedo defected to 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan’s Great Bash Heel group when Liger 
announced the end of CTU ... Executes a perfect 
belly-to-back suplex. 


264 (2", 251, 14, 202) With the 
rebirth of the ECW brand in June of last year, he was 
given an unexpected rebirth of his own as part ofthe 
new roster... While he hasn't had a wealth of in-ring 
success thus far, sill wins over fans—both new and 
cold —with his wild, brawing style... Briefly involved 
ima feud with Kevin Thom and Ariel that brought fl- 
low ECW Original Francine back to the brand for a 
short time ... Appeared occasionally in the ECW 


Originals vs. New Breed feud that dominated the 
brand for most of the spring, but was largely his own 
man during the war ... Stil uses his version of the 
Michinoku driver, which he calls the “Nutcracker 
Suite,” to take out opponents 


265 6'9", 202, 15, 137) Veteran tec- 
nico of AAA in Mexico has been moving up the cards, 
and has taken on a mentoring position helping AAA's 
young fives in the Real Fuerza Aerea ... Has compet= 
ed intemationally, most recently with Pro Wrestling 
NOAH in Japan ... Holds AAA's mixed tag team cham- 
pionship with his sister, Cinthia Moreno ... Defended 


the belts against Espiritu and Rossy Moreno in January 

Kept the betts in another hard-fought match against 

Gran Apache and his daughter, Fabi Apache, in April 
. Has a great tiger suplex in his repertoire. 


266 RICHARDS (62°, 227, 15, 251) 
While many hoped the ECW resurgence would signal a 
new chapter in the career ofthis ECW Original, he has 
Continued to remain a background player for the most 
part .... Hasn't scored many wins in his sporadic ECW 
appearances, though he has had many competitive 
matches with CM. Punk throughout the past year 
Much lke Val Venis on the Raw brand and Sho Funki 
on the Smackdown brand, Richards is an experienced 
veteran with an eye for talent ... Now finishing oppo- 
nents with his “Stevie-T" DDT ... Scored recent upsets 
over Kevin Thom, jumpstarting his career in ECW. 


267 GRENIER (61", 245, 5, 312) 
Former championship partner with Rene Dupree in La 
Resistance has spent most of 2007 trying to find his 
niche in Ohio Valley Wresting ... Spent the back half 


of 2006 as Quebec's “ambassador” to WWE ... While 
he might have lured more visitors to the “Great White 
North,” he did not bring more checks to his win col- 
umn, as he struggled in the Smackdown singles 
ranks... Reunited with Rene Dupree as La Resistance 
for one appearance in ECW .... Moved to Ohio Valley 
Wrestling in February and has not been seen on tele- 
vision since ... Employs a delayed vertical brain- 
buster he calls the “Three Seconds Of Fame” to put 
away opponents, 


268 MOORE (63°, 175, 12, 343) 
Following several weeks of hype building him to be the 
anti-authority punk rocker of ECW, Moore 
was quickly exposed as a fraud, at least 
in the eyes of C.M. Punk, who slapped 
Moore around with ease ... These beat- 
ings quickly deflated the promise of 
Moore in ECW, who appeared only spo- 
radically on the brand for the next five 
months, losing all of his televised match- 
es ... Scored his first win since returning 
to WWE in March, as part of a six-man 
cruiserweight tag on his new home, 
Smackdown ... Abandoned the punk 
look to focus on getting his in-ring game 
up to par ... When he does win, it's usu- 
ally after a corkscrew senton. 


269 POLASHI (¢, 302, 
11, 234) The former Roadkill was a 
familiar face that fans were thrilled to 
see during the re-launch of ECW last 
year ... Quietly disappeared from the 
brand to refine his skills in Ohio Valley 
Wrestling ... Went through a drastic 
transformation in OVW, abandoning his 
Amish roots and taking up the name 
Tony Braddock ... Later took up the 
name Antoni Polaski ... Many speculate 
that he will return to WWE action ... Has the grace of 
men far smaller, and can take out opponents with a 
devastating top-rope splash. 


210 FUNAKI (5:7", 120, 17, 252) 
‘Smackdown’s “number-one announcer” continues to 
entertain fans worldwide in what is approaching a 
40-year run with WWE ... A fixture on the company's 
undercards and house shows, Funaki has settled into 
the role of utility player on the Smackdown brand, 
often testing the mettle of new talent and as comic 
relief in backstage segments ... Hasn't won a tele- 
vised match in over a year, but has taken singles 
wins over Chuck Palumbo, K.C. James, and Jay 
Bradley in dark matches ... Though the move is 
rarely seen nowadays, Funaki's arsenal includes a 
crisp Tornado DDT. 
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an MAJOR (61°, 205, 3, nt) Hatt of 
WWE's photogenic Major Brothers, who have quickly 
risen through the company's tag ranks ... Brett and 
Brian made a major impact in their ECW debut, scoring 
‘an upset victory over Marcus Cor Von and Matt Striker 
on May 1 .., The brothers’ success shouldn't be too 
much of a surprise as they are two-time Deep South tag 
‘champions and former OVW tag champs ... Currently 
filling the clean-cut babyface role previously filled by 
Brian Kendrick and Paul London on Smackdown .. 
First trained by Mikey Whipwreck .... Long Island native 
still treasures his collection of ticket stubs from all of the 
WWF shows he attended as a child, 


272 SMITH 
(6'5", 251, 7, 275) As part of 
the next generation of the leg- 
endary Hart wrestling family, 
the 22 year old carries a great 
‘weight on his shoulders as he 
‘works his way through WWE's 
developmental system ... The 
‘son of the late “British Bulldog” 
Davey Boy Smith has tremen- 
dous strength ... Signed with 
WWE in April of 2006, and has 
already defeated Rob Conway 
and Robbie Mcallister ... Has 
wrestled for both Ohio Valley 
Wrestling and Deep South 
Wrestling ... Has since moved 
on to the Florida Championship 
Wrestling territory, where he 
became the first FCW Southern 
heavyweight champ ... Like his father, Harry employs 
a running powerslam finisher. 


213 MAJOR (6'1", 220, 3, nu) with 
brother Brett, the Majors are positioning themselves 
as top contenders to Deuce and Domino's 
‘Smackdown World tag team title ... Brian is best 
known for his impressive diving clothesline ... The 
brothers were inspired by such classic teams as The 
Rockers and The British Bulldogs ... They boast a very 
impressive STO/Russian legsweep double-team fin- 
isher ... Brian is considered by some to be the more 
technically proficient of the brothers, while Brett has a 
slight edge in’aerial attacks ... A longtime wrestling 
fan, he was signed to a WWE developmental deal after 
wrestling a tryout match at the Nassau Coliseum near 
his hometown ... Trained by former ECW tag team 
champion Mikey Whipwreck. 


214 KID (5'5", 170, 3, NL) One of 
this year's breakout stars from AAA in Mexico, this 
high-flying tecnico seems to defy gravity ... This 
masked man is easy to spot in his bright white and 
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blue outfits ... Teams with Rey Cometa, Pegasso, 
Aero Star, and Super Fly as part of the Real Fuerza 
Aerea (Real Air Force) stable in AAA ... Debuted his 
new ring name at last year’s TripleMania in a sensa- 
tional eight-man tag ... Spent the spring months 
feuding with veteran luchador Gran Apache, who has 
outsmarted Kid at every turn ... His brother, 
Oscuridad, is also a luchador ... Finishes his matches 
with the “630 Laredo” flip. 


215 CONWAY (6°, 240, 10, 197) 1's 
been a tough 12 months for Conway, who has 
dropped matches on a consistent basis in both WWE 
and OVW ... After losing a match to Jeff Hardy on 
New Year's Day, Mr. McMahon entered the ring and 
fired him ... Made some sporadic appearances for 
Ohio Valley following his departure from Raw ... A 
last-ditch reunion of La Resistance barely got going, 


as the team could not find a home in ECW or 
Smackdown ... Released from his WWE contract in 
May, and is currently reassessing his career direction 

Uses a fantastic elevated swinging neckbreaker as 
his main method of gaining pinfals. 


216 ANDERSON (, 240, 5, nu) 
Known as the "Machine Gun," this North Carolina 
native has really made a name for himself in the 
California independents .... Regularly appeared on all 
the Los Angeles Inoki Dojo cards under the purview of 
the NWA last year .... Now he's enjoying success in 
Pro Wresting Guerilla... Took a big singles win over 
Frankie Kazarian in February, followed up by beating 
Colt Cabana in March ... Frequently teams with Joey 
Ryan as The Real American Heroes ... He and Ryan 
beat Incognito and Sicodelico Jr. as well as Billy 
Kidman and Sean Waltman in a three-way to fil the 
vacant NWA tag team championship on July 8 in 
Modllen, Texas 


2m (62", 245, 16, 223) Easily the toughest 
man to ever wear a dress in the ring, Vito's unortho- 


dox choice in attire proved a surprising success in 
late-2006 on the Smackdown brand ... Enjoyed a 
five-month winning streak after putting on the dress. 

.. The streak was ended by Sylvester Terkay in 
October ... Suffered a few more defeats, then van- 
ished altogether ... Reemerged in standard attire in 
Deep South Wrestling, where he quickly captured the 
heavyweight title .., Lost the belt a month later to for- 
mer champion Bradley Jay ... Moved on to Ohio 
Valley Wrestling before being released from his con- 
tract in May ... Found much of his success last year 
with an implant DDT ... Now making rumblings about 
entering MMA competition 


218 STEINER 5:11", 280, 24, Nt) the 
“Dog-Faced Gremlin” is still going strong, most recent- 
ly reuniting with brother Scott in TNA ... Since re- 
forming their legendary tandem, the brothers have 
found themselves embroiled in a 
dream feud against Team 3D... 
Their first televised encounter 
was scheduled to take place at 
TNA's Slammiversary event in 
June, but Scott was sidelined 
after suffering a trachea injury in 
Puerto Rico ... Rick pressed on, 
forming a once-in-a-lifetime 
team with Road Warrior Animal 
to challenge Team 3D in a los- 
ing effort ... With Scott back in 
action, The Steiners have seem- 
ingly regained their course ... 
Uses a top-rope bulldog to take 
out opponents. 


219 JAMES 
(5'11", 205, 12, 353) The 
WWE-contracted veteran teams 
with K.C. James as one-half of OVW's Southern tag 
team champions ... As Cassidy Riley, he competed in 
TNA as one-half of The Hot Shots with partner Chase 
Stevens until leaving the company in January ... Has 
made sporadic appearances in WWE as far back as 
2002, and still makes occasional appearances in ECW 

. Was recruited by K.C. James as his “protector” 
because K.C. felt OVW officials weren't doing enough 
‘to address his arm injury ... Was trained by one of his 
childhood wrestling heroes, Terry Taylor. 


280 (6'9", 217, 13, 185) Comical 
masked man is at home in the rings of All Japan Pro 
Wrestling, having left Osaka Pro almost two years ago 
.. Lost a tough singles match to Ryuji Hijikata in 
February ... Wears a goofy mask reminiscent of his 
days wrestling as Ebessan ... Teamed with Keiji 
‘Muto and Taiyo Kea for some main-event action in 
the summer of 2007, but Kikutaro was almost always 
the fall guy ... Sporadically appears with PWG and 
Ring of Honor in the U.S. ... Effortlessly executes a 
perfect Cancun tornado press, which is essentially a 
spinning moonsault. 


281 LAWLER (6, 236, 37, Ny) Atter 


more than 35 years in the wrestling game, “The King” 
seems to be going as strong as ever, announcing the 
action every Monday night on Raw, as well as com- 
peting on the independent circuit most every weekend 

His contributions to the sport were recognized in 
April, when he was inducted into the WWE Hall of 
Fame... Created quite a stir when plans were 
announced for Lawler to face Hulk Hogan in Memphis 
in a rematch 25 years in the making ... WWE ulti- 
mately forced him to withdraw from the match, and he 
was replaced by Paul Wight (The Big Show) ... Briefly 
feuded with King Booker over use of the “King” 
moniker ... Still employs his patented piledriver to 
vanquish challengers. 


282 REY COMETA (57°, 168, 8, Nt) Fearless 
high-fiyer is right at home with his partners in AAA's 
tecnico stable called Real Fuerza Aerea ... Along with 
Laredo Kid, Aero Star, Super Flym, and Pegasso, 
Cometa has become a bona fide hit with Mexican 
fans, thanks in large part to his devil-may-care reck- 
lessness ... Competed in July's Torneo Alas de Oro, 
but lost to Extreme Tiger ... Spent most of the year 
feuding with The Black Family ... One of the only men 
inthe sport to use a double-corkscrew plancha. 


283 DRAGON (6, 235, 11, 213) one 
of the founders of Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, he has 
proven himself to be a fan favorite and one of the main 
attractions of the promotion ... Had notable feuds with 
‘Samoa Joe and Kevin Steen ... Ugly series with Steen 
ended in a brutal “Guerrilla Warfare” match that saw 
Dragon come out on top ... Teamed with Davey 
Richards to capture the PWG tag team championship, 
which they successfully defended the most times in 
PWG history, until their reign was cut short by an injury 
to Dragon ... Retumed from the injury in October 2006 
to regain the belts ... Known for his “Psycho Driver” (a 
torture rack into a piledriver). 


284 ARMSTRONG ¢;, 252, 25, nu) 
Relegated to announcer duties on ECW, Armstrong 
does his best work developing young talent for WWE 
in Deep South Wresting ... Active all throughout the 
‘southern independents as well, he frequently wrestles 
for IWA Deep South and NWA Birmingham . 
Occasionally teams with his legendary father, “Bullet” 
Bob ... Had a mat classic with Mitch Ryder in 
Alabama that went to a time-limit draw in June .. 
Has toured the world and held scores of champi- 
onships everywhere from WCW to the USWA 
Executes a flawless side Russian legsweep. 


285 OMORI (6:2, 221, 15, 232) 
Former star of Pro Wrestling NOAH has been a regular 
with Zero-One Max for the past few years ... Teaming 
with New Japan's Manabu Nakanishi, the duo captured 
both the IWGP tag team and NWA Intercontinental tag 
team titles in 2006 .-. Lost the NWA straps to Yoshihiro 
Takayama and Kohei Sato in March, then. dropped the 


IWGP belts to Giant Bernard and Travis Tomko only 
days later ... Changed his fortunes by beating Steve 
Corino for the AWA heavyweight title two weeks later, 
marking his third run as champion ... Uses the “Axe 
Bomber” lariat to decapitate his foes. 


286 ILC. JAMES (6:2, 235, 6, wl) The one-time 
“Teacher's Pet” (along with Aaron Stevens) is back 
down in OVW after a disappointing run on Smackdown 

.. Currently teaming with his “younger brother,” 
Kassidy, as The James Boys, and the two have won 
two OW Souther tag championships ... Also won a 
OW tag title with Roadkill... Previously spent some 
time in Puerto Rico's IWA where he was one of the most 
hated—yet successful—wrestlers on the roster 
Deceptively powerful ... Following in the tradition of 
stars such as Bob Orton Jr. and “Iron” Mike Sharpe, he 
has a pesky arm injury that won't heal, which allows 
him to wear a cast on his arm during matches ... Likes 
to win matches using a sky-high power bomb ... If that 
doesn't work, there's always the cast. 


281 TAGUCHI 5111", 201, 5, 


NL) Up-and-coming junior heavyweight is part of El 
Samurai’'s Samurai Gym faction along with Yujiro ... 
Held the IWGP junior tag title with El Samurai fora few 
months last year ... Took his biggest career win in 
July ofthis year, defeating MINORU for the IWGP junior 
heavyweight ttle... Spent most of the past two years 
in Mexico, wrestling for CMLL and learning the 
Mexican lucha libre style ... Odd post-match dance 
routine has earned him the nickname the “Funky 
Weapon” ... His “Dodon” finisher is a double chicken- 
wing lifted up, then dropped into a facebuster. 


288 MAMALUKE 65:10", 170, 9, 178) 
Made his WWE debut this past June as part of the 
ECW revival, alongside longtime partner Nunzio as 
part of The Ful-Blooded Italians ... The duo appeared 


sporadically, and to minimal success, often being pit- 
ted against much larger opponents ... His singles out- 
ings with the brand ended in similar fashion .. 

Released from his WWE contract in January and has 
kept a low profile for most of 2007... Always under- 
fated as a mat and submission wrestler, Mamaluke 
can beat opponents. with a variety of painful holds, 
including the Sicilian stretch. 


289 THE JET (6'1", 232, 7, 135) The 
former Chet Jablonski is coming off a breakthrough 
year, having twice won the OVW heavyweight title ... 
Scored a big victory over C.M. Punk to win the belt in 
August 2006 as a substitute for the injured Seth 
Skyfire ... His reign was interrupted by Jacob Duncan, 
but Chet regained the title in December ... Lost the 
belt to Paul Birchall that same night ... Was trained by 
Les Thatcher in Deep South Wrestling before moving 
to OW... Is finally being taken seriously after years 
of being stuck in a comedy role as a struggling 
Jablonski ... Continues to use his devastating “Hit The 
Showers” finisher to pile up the wins. 


290 KOVAC (511°, 228, 13, ny 
Veteran powerhouse from Linz, Austria, has made his 
mark on the European scene ... Beat Joe Legend to 
capture the German Stampede Wrestling heavyweight 
title in January, and defended it in the Four Nations 
Cup, beating U.S. rep Homicide and U.K. rep Doug 
Williams before losing it to Absolute Andy ... He and 
Ahmed Chaer have a stranglehold on the EPW tag 
team title, having reigned as champions since 
November 2004 .., Beat Roderick Strong and Chris 
Sabin in late-2006, two of his biggest international 
Victories ... Has a wide variety of finishing moves, but 
tends to favor an avalanche-style powerslam. 
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WWE fans have not seen the former member of John 
Bradshaw Layfield’s “Cabinet” for over a year 
Jordan recently reemerged overseas, working a hand- 


ful shows for New Japan Pro Wrestling ... There is 
talk that he will return there in the future, as the com- 
pany has proven fruitful for many ex-WWE stars, 
including Tyson Tomko, Giant Berard (A-Train), and 
Brock Lesnar ... Currently hosts a weekly online radio 
show called Club O.. ... Uses his “Orlando Magic” 
neckbreaker to finish off opponents. 


292 MINORU FUJITA (5'9°, 195, 10, 81) 


Former AWA junior heavyweight champion is breaking 
from his tag team past and making a name for himself 
as a singles wrestler in the small Japanese promotion 
Zero-One Max ... Captured the AWA title from Takuya 
Sugawara in August 2006 and held it until January of 
this year when he was unseated by his famed tag 
team partner, Ikuto Hidaka ... Hidaka and Fujita were 
beaten by Chris Sabin and Alex Shelley for the Zero- 
‘One Max tag title, and the two have since split up 
Took a few wins over Hidaka and his new partner, 
THE*ZEST, this past summer ... His signature hold is 
called the “Boneyard.” 


293 C.W. ANDERSON (61°, 237, 12, 163) 


Originally expected to be part of the ECW rebirth, 
‘Anderson made just one televised appearance for the 
brand, losing to C.M. Punk via submission .. 
Released in January after a long period of inactivity 
... Re-emerged in April working in several East 
Coast and Mid-Atlantic independent groups, includ~ 
ing Hermie Sadler's United Wrestling Federation 
Hasn't found much success in his comeback, though 
that may be attributed to ring rust ... Always a solid 
technician in the ring, C.W. continues using his 
trademark spinebuster when putting his opponents 
down for the three-count. 


294 GRAN AKUMA (5"10", 199, 4, 362) 


CHIKARA’s most dangerous rudo has made a great 
deal of career progress since unmasking ... Has years 
of martial arts training ... With longtime partner 
Icarus, collectively known as F..S.T., Akuma took the 
biggest win of his career by defeating Chris Hero and 
Claudio Castagnoli for CHIKARA’s Campeonatos de 
Parejas last November ... Made his FIP debut in 
December, which quickly led to his Ring of Honor 
debut in April of this year ... Known for his high-speed 
“Yoshi Tonic” sunset flip variation, he recently added a 
fantastic 450 splash to his repertoire, 


295 JUSTIN LAROCHE (61°, 240, 6, ny) 


“The Ox" is a frequent tag team partner of Charles 
“The Hammer” Evans ... LaRoche and Evans won the 
OW Southern tag title in May, beating the highly 
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regarded team of Cody (Runnels) Rhodes and Shawn 
‘Spears ... The team also scored a big win over Deuce 
and Domino that same month .... Previously competed 
as Magnus Maximus in Steel Domain Wrestling 
Also competed under the name Hellraiser Guts 
Entered OVW in late-2006 after a brief stint in Deep 
South Wrestling ... Bruising powerhouse is known for 
his bad attitude and hot temper. 


296 EL PANTERA (57°, 188, 22, 394) 
Veteran tecnico has worked throughout his native 
Mexico as well as overseas ... Returned to the U.S 
for the first time in years, teaming with Lince 
Dorado and Sicadelico Jr. for CHIKARA’s King of 
Trios tournament in February ... The luchadores did 
well for themselves, advancing all the way to the 


semifinals ... Teamed with Dorado to beat Claudio 
Castagnoli and Larry Sweeney in May ... Toured 
with All Japan Pro Wrestling in July ... Lost his 
mask last summer at Arena Mexico, but has been 
contesting the decision with the lucha commission 
.. In the meantime, he still wears his famous feline 
hood ... Has a remarkably graceful moonsault bady- 
block for a man his age. 


297 ADAM FLASH (5:11", 222, 16, 418) 
Reigned as the Maryland Championship Wrestling 
lileholder for 364 days ... His reign ended when Joey 
Matthews (Mercury) beat him in a no-disqualification 
match at the 2007 Shane Shamrock Memorial Cup 
\ows to re-injure Mattheivs' face ... Fought MCW co- 
owner Dan MoDevitt for creative control throughout 
year ... That led to a feud with fellow veteran Danny 
Doring ... Scored key victories over Christian York and 
Julio Dinero ... Aligned with The Bruiser and The 
Ghetto Mafia ... Formed an alliance with The Messiah 
and B-Boy in Combat Zone Wrestling ... Pet finisher 
remains the legdrop off the top rope. 


298 SCORPIO (5117, 229, 21, 195) 


International star is still among the finest high-flyers 


active today, even after two solid decades in the 
wrestling business ... Lost his NOAH hardcore title to 
Kentaro Shiga in September 2006 ... Re-signed with 
\WWE in the autumn of 2006 and saw just a handful of 
matches with the Smackdown brand before being 
released in May 2007 ... Won the Pro Wrestling 
Unplugged heavyweight title from Devon Moore in 
June ... Has experience with every major promotion 
on the planet, from AAA in Mexico to NOAH in Japan 
Inventor of the often-imitated 450 splash, 


299 CHRIS BOSH (511°, 195, 4, 328) 
California independent is at home in Pro Wrestling 
Guerra... Nicknamed “Photogenic” because of his 
aspirations to be a male model ... Gave up that 
dream to pursue pro wrestling full-time ... Captured 


the PWG tag title with Arrogance partner Scott Lost 
on numerous occasions ... Has gained popularity as 
a singles wrestler, winning the 2005 Battle of Los 
Angeles tournament and coming close to winning the 
PWG heavyweight belt ... A member of the Dynasty 
stable, which made its East Coast debut as part of 
CHIKARA's King Of Trios tournament in February .... 
Signature move is “Maximum Bosh” (a clothesline 
into a backbreaker) 


300 WLADIMIR KOZLOV (6s, 310, 2, 


NL) Accomplished amateur wrestler was signed by 
WWE in 2005 (on the recommendation of Jerry 
Jarrett) and sent to the ill-fated Deep South 
Wrestling territory ... At that time, he was better 
known as Oleg Prudius ... Tore through the compe- 
tition in DSW in 2006, and moved to OVW in 
September ... Showed up at WWE's Armageddon 
pay-per-view in December, and destroyed Scotty 2 
Hotty ... In January and February of this year, he 
won a handful of non-televised bouts for both the 
Raw and Smackdown brands ... Sent back to OVW 
at the end of February, and has been tearing 
through the competition there for months ... Trained 
in freestyle wrestling, sambo, kickboxing, and judo. 
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301 (6, 199, 6, 237) One of the most pop- 
ular stars in the independent DDT promotion ... Has 
emerged as a cult favorite in Japan ... Throws a dev- 
astating array of kicks to the head and body ... 
Teamed up with MIYAWAKI and Yoshiaki Yago for the 
2007 King of Trios tournament, making it all the way 
‘to the finals before losing to Mike Quackenbush, 
Jigsaw, and Shane Storm ... Almost captured the KO- 
D tag title with MIKAMI in June ... Also competed for 
IWC and IWA East Coast during his most recent U.S. 
stay ... Puts opponents away with his double-knee- 
drop from the top rope. 


302 (611", 189, 16, NL) Not to be 
confused with the original Psicosis, who is commonly 
called “Nicho,” this is the replacement Psicosis who's 
been wrestling in AAA since 1997 ... Formerly known 
Leon Negro, he became Psicosis after the original left 
for WCW ... Teamed with Crazy Boy last September to 
win the masks of Los Perversos de Panama in 
Coahuila ... Won the Mexican National Atomicos title 
for the fifth time in his career last November, teaming 
with Crazy Boy, Joe Lider, and Juventud Guerrera ... 
They reigned for six months before losing to La Secta 
... Known for his crazed tope suicida onto opponents. 
outside the ring. 


303 (6'10", 174, 5, 357) CHIKARA’s 
most despised rudo lost his long, blond hair to Jigsaw 
in the summer of 2006, and has developed an even 
meaner streak ... He and F.|.S.T. partner Gran Akuma 
beat Chris Hero and Claudio Castagnoli for CHIKARA’s 
Campeonatos de Parejas on November 17, 2006, and 
have held them ever since ... Aligned with the Kings 
of Wrestling, Icarus and Akuma recruited Chuck Taylor 
into the fold just in time for the February 2007 King of 
Trios tournament ... Advanced all the way to the 
semifinals ... Pet move is the pedigree. 


304 LOST (5'9", 190, 6, 324) 
California independent mainstay has spent most of his 
career as a tag team wrestler, and has held the Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla tag team title on four separate 
occasions ... Has Japanese wrestling experience, 
having toured with Osaka Pro ... Competed in the 
2006 ECWA Super 8 tournament and the 2006 IWA 
Mid-South Ted Petty Invitational ... A member of the 
Dynasty stable in PWG ... Together with Joey Ryan 
and Chris Bosh, The Dynasty entered CHIKARA’s King 
of Trios tournament in February ... Lost and Bosh had 
a sensational match with Chris Sabin and Alex Shelley 
in early-2007, but couldn't beat the TNA stars ... 
Favorite submission hold is the scorpion deathlock. 


305 CREDIBLE (6, 227, 15, 171) 
Another of the ECW Originals who was expected to 
make'a big impact during the brand's resurgence, the 
former ECW champ never showed signs of his former 
self and was barely noticed by fans ... His only wins in 
‘the WWE-owned ECW came by decidedly un-extreme 
DQ decisions when he was hit with chairs or put 


through tables ... Released by WWE in September 
2006 ... Returned to Northeast independents such as 
Big Time Wrestling and Defiant Pro Wrestling to modest 
fanfare in February of this year ... Stil uses the “That's 
Incredible” tombstone piledriver to pick up wins 


306 DALTON (5"10", 215, 7, 349) 


One-half of Smackdown's newest country bumpkins, 
The Dalton Boys, Jesse is in reality Ray Gordy, son of 
legendary Freebird Terry “Bam Bam” Gordy ... Spent 
most of the past two years in the Deep South 
Wrestling developmental territory ... Formulated his 
new character while teaming with the former Henry 0. 
Godwinn, comprising the New Godwinns ... As 
Cousin Ray,” teamed with H.0.G. to defeat Deuce 
and Domino in a Smackdown dark match in March . 
«+. Aformer NWA Georgia heavyweight champion . 
Likes to pin his opponents with a bridging German 
suplex. 


307 RODMAN ('7", 300, 3, nu) The 


sculpted former University of South Florida football 
standout has spent the past year learning his craft in 
WWE's developmental territories, but could be called 
up soon to WWE's full-time roster ... Competed in 
WWE's last Tough Enough competition, alongside 
Daniel Puder and Mike Mizanin ... Has been billed as 
the “Big Deal” and the “Real Deal,” and has occasion- 
ally used his real surname, Rodimer ... Made his tele- 
vision debut in April, defeating Eugene ... A reported 
favorite of Stephanie McMahon. 


308 JR. (6'2", 228, 9, NL) The 
‘son of Sicodelico and nephew of Dos Caras and Mil 
Mascaras, this emerging star is part of lucha’s greatest 
dynasty ... Wrestled for CMLL before relocating to 
Texas to try his hand at American independents ... One 
of the top stars with Booker T's Pro Wrestling Alliance in 


Pasadena ... Teamed with Pantera and Lince Dorado 
for CHIKARA’s King of Trios tournament in February, 
making it all the way to the semifinals ... Advanced 
over Roughneck Ryan in the NWA heavyweight title 
tournament during the summer ... Almost won the 
‘NWA tag team title in July with partner Incognito ... Has 
a perfect slingshot corkscrew plancha. 


309 2 HOTTY (5'9°, 209, 19, 


281) As one of the longest-standing membérs of the 
WWE roster, many fans were surprised to hear of his 
release from the company in May ... Despite being 
a tremendous favorite of the fans, Scotty was not 
holding his own in the ring, racking up loss after 
loss on Smackdown, both as a singles competitor 
and as a team with Sho Funaki ... Has recently 
announced his first dates back on the independent 
circuit, where he plans on reuniting with former Too 
Cool partner Grandmaster Sexay ... Often uses the 
breakdance staple “The Worm” to set up a match- 
ending diving chop. 


310 BUTCHER (611", 252, 9, 299) 
Infamous death match wrestler is known the world 
over for his unreal stamina and incredible threshold 
for pain ... Won the XICW heavyweight title in 
November of last year ... Teams with Madman Pondo. 
in Florida's FIP promotion, where they've been chas- 
ing the tag champs, The Briscoe Brothers ... Took a 
singles win over Jay Briscoe in April ... Lost to Freak 
‘Show in the 2007 edition of the King of the Death 
Matches tournament ... Came close to winning the 
Jersey All-Pro title from Senshi in March ... Fre- 
quently makes use of the tiger driver, and has a 
wicked lariat in his arsenal. 
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311 JOSH DANIELS 2”, 210, 5, 374) The 
native of Syracuse, New York, had another impressive 
year on the Northeast independent circuit, most 
notably the New York Wrestling Connection and 
Maryland Championship Wrestling ... Also competes 
in Northeast Wrestling ... Beat Chris Hero in Albany, 
New York, for his biggest one-on-one victory to date 
.. Held the MCW Rage TV title from July 22 to 
September 10, 2006 ... Also enjoyed a reign as 
NYWC Interstate champ... Defeated Christopher 
Daniels, Delirious, Sonjay Dutt, The Human Tornado, 
and Ruckus in a six-way elimination match to win the 
2007 Shane Shamrock Memorial Cup ... Known for 
his swan-dive headbutt and dragon suplex. 


312 FESTUS DALTON (67°, 330, 2, 389) 
The larger, quieter half of WWE's Dalton Boys tan- 
dem ... Previously competed in WWE's now-defunct 
Deep South Wrestling territory as Freakin Deacon, 
and was moved to OVW in May ... Disguised as the 
Impostor Kane, he briefly feuded with the genuine 
“Big Red Machine” in WWE, and even defeated him 
at 2006's Vengeance pay-per-view event ... A for- 
mer player on the Fairmont State University football 


313 EL BRONCO 5:10", 235, 24, NL) Native of 
the Dominican Republic has wrestled his way to leg- 
endary stature in Puerto Rico's World Wrestling Council 
over the past three decades ... Not to be confused 
with former CMLL luchador Bronco ... Has held every 
title in the history of the WWC, including eight tag team 
championships in the past 16 years ... Sometimes 
aligned with fellow Puerto Rican star Apolo ... Started 
his career under a mask, but lost it years ago to Carlos 
Colon ... Ended his long, bloody feud with Fire Blaze in 
July in a match in which the loser would retire ... Not 
only won the match, but unmasked Blaze to reveal 
Orlando Colon ... Finishes off opponents with a DDT. 


314 CHUCK TAYLOR (1°, 185, 4, ny) 
Midwest independent took the East Coast by storm this 
year, winning both the Rey De Voladores toumament in 
April and CHIKARA’s Young Lions Cup in June ... Won 
the IWA Mid-South heavyweight title from Toby Klein in 
September 2006 and has defended it dozens of times 
since... Took big wins over Colt Cabana, Senshi, Steve 
Corino, Davey Richards, and Danny Basham since win- 
ning the belt ... Advanced over Cabana Man Dan, Lince 
Dorado, and archrival Ricochet to become Young Lions 
Cup champ .... His piledriver variation, the “Omega 
Driver,” makes for a deadly finishing move. 


315 BRIAN MILONAS 6:4", 340, 6, nt) the 
reigning Chaotic Wrestling heavyweight champion is 
among New England's finest independent wrestlers ... 
Won the championship in February from Thomas 
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Penmanship in Massachusetts ... Known for his red, 
Jim Neidhart-esque goatee ... Part of the Big Business 
stable organized by Cherry Payne, the group also 
includes Alex Arion and Max Bauer ... Held the Chaotic 
‘Wrestling tag belts twice in years past, with different 
partners ... WWE Raw champ John Cena refereed his 
May title defense over Rick Fuller ... Puts his oppo- 
nents away using a sit-out variation of the chokeslam. 


316 TJ. PERKINS (5'9°, 178, 7, 347) once 


known as the masked man Puma, Perkins gave up his 
anonymity and is doing just fine with his given name 
«+» Still dons the mask on occasion, though .... Made 
it all the way to the finals of the EWF’s “Inland Title 
Series" tournament in January, but lost in the final 
round to Joey Harder ... Lost a tough Ring of Honor 
match to Nigel McGuinness in February ... Frequently 
competes for Pro Wrestling Guerrilla in California as 
well as UWA Hardcore in Ontario, Canada ... In the 
biggest match of his career, teamed with Jushin Liger 
to defeat Ultimo Dragon and Kauzchika Okada in May 
Uses a terrific tiger suplex to end his matches, 


317 ROMEO ROSELLI (61°, 227, 8, 263) Best 
known to fans as one-half of the Heartbreakers tandem 
alongside partner Antonio Thomas, Roselli is actually 
busier in his post-WWE career ... A fixture on the New 
England and New York independent scene, Roselli also 
spent most of last December competing in tly for Nu- 
Wrestling Evolution, where he's p 
the heavyweight champion .... | 
While he still teams with 
‘Thomas on occasion, both men 
have shifted their focus to sin- 
gles careers since being | 
released from WWE ... Made a | 
surprise appearance alongside 
Thomas as Christy Hemme's 
mystery team in her war with 
The Voodoo Kin Mafia in TNA 
.». Uses a standing variation of 
the blockbuster neckbreaker to 
pick up his singles wins. 


318 HALLOWICKED 
61”, 195, 5, 317) Largely con- 
sidered the top student pro- 
duced by the CHIKARA Wrestle 
Factory, Hallowicked has 
backed up that claim by debut- 
ing for FIP in December, then 
Ring of Honor in Apfi’:-. Forms 
the tag team Incoherence with 
Delirious ... Captured the IWA 
Deep South heavyweight cham- 
pionship in May 2006 and held 
on to it for 10 months ... Spent 
2006 feuding with former part- 
ner UltraMantis Black's Neo 
Solar Temple stable ... Rivalry 
with Eddie Kingston now occu- 


pies his time ... Took a big career win over Matt Sydal 
‘on April 22, but then lost the rematch on ROH’s June 9 
card ..... Calls his fishermanbuster-tumed-Rydeen bomb 
finisher the “Graveyard Smash.” 


319 BRIAN JENNINGS (6:2", 240, 4, ny) A 
cult favorite for years, “Bad Boy” Jennings ascended to 
the very top of the Heartland Wrestling Association 
when he defeated Jon Moxley for the HWA heavyweight 
title in January ... Has successfully defended the title 
against Moxley, Cody Hawk, and Sean Casey ... Had a 
brief run as the HWA TV champion in November 2006, 
opting to vacate the title to pursue the heavyweight 
championship ... Scored a key victory over Romeo 
Roselli ... Loves to finish off his opposition with his sig- 
nature submission move, the “Buffalo Wing.” 


320 TEDDY HART (6'1", 195, 9, 421) star of 
short-lived Wrestling Society X promotion is a mem- 
ber of Canada’s most famous wrestling family . 

Teamed with Matt “M-Dogg 20” Cross to form the 
tag team The Filth and the Fury ... Won the Jersey All 
Pro heavyweight title in October of last year, but was 
stripped of the belt in January after a falling-out with 
the company ... Relocated to Florida to make in- 


roads with the WWE-owned Florida Championship 
Wrestling and was signed to a developmental con- 
tract in the summer of 2007 ... His “Open Hart 
Surgery” is an incredible corkscrew splash. 


321 BOYER 65's", 170, 7, 387) One 
of Quebec's brightest prospects in recent years, Boyer 
has ditched his “Canadian Dynamite” moniker and is 
making a name for himself all throughout North 
‘America ... Beat Arik Cannon to win CHIKARA’s Young 
Lions Cup in October 2006 and held it all the way 
through June of this year ... Also won the IWS Extreme 
Dream tournament ... Teamed with Christian Cage for 
his biggest career match in March, as the duo beat 
Jake Matthews and Pierre Carl Ouellet... Joined Chris 
Hero's Kings of Wrestling stable in May ... His trade- 
mark finishing move, “The Lifestyle,” is an odd pump- 
handle move that ends like a fisherman-buster. 


322 YOUNGER (5'10", 196, 7, ny 
Self-proclaimed “hybrid wrestler” can do it all, mixing 
it up in clean contests as well as violent hardcore 
bouts ... Indianapolis native had a breakout year with 
wild matches in both CZW and IWA Mid-South ,.. Won 
the IWA Death Match title in February... Failed in his 
April title bout against CZW heavyweight champ. 
Justice Pain ... Ousted Kenji Fukimoto from June's 
King of the Death Matches tournament, but later fell to 
Dysfunction in a barbed wire match .,. That same 
month, he beat Brain Damage to win the sixth annual 
Tournament of Death in Delaware ... His finisher, the 
“Drake's Landing,” is a vertebreaker. 


323 SKIPPER (5'10", 228, 7, 116) The 
incredibly gifted Skipper suffered a recent career set- 
back, being released by TNA at the end of 2006 and 
spending the next seven months working the indepen- 
dents before returning to the company just 
before press time ... Had been teaming 
with David Young in the faltering duo 
known as Diamonds in the Rough at the 
time of his release ... Continued to work 
alongside Young for the United Wrestling 
Federation .., The duo has managed to 
defend the NWA Wrestle Birmingham tag 
title for well over a year .., Likes to use his 
“Play Of The Day” swinging neckbreaker 
to rack up victories, 


324 STEEL (5'9°, 211, 16, 


279) The veteran journeyman has com- 
peted in WWE's developmental territories 
since February, first in Deep South and 
now in OVW .., Competed in one of 
WWE's most memorable bouts of 2007, 
playing the part of Donald Trump in a 
dreadful “match” against a Rosie 
O'Donnell impersonator during a January 
edition of Raw ... Pinned “Rosie” after 
slamming a cake into her face ... Vince 
McMahon, who sat at ringside, signed him 
to a WWE developmental contract soon 
afterward ... Spent almost three full 
months of the grading period sidelined 
with an injury ... Now reunited with his 
former Second City Saints partners, Colt 


Cabana and C.M. Punk, under the WWE banner... 
Uses a Gory neckbreaker variation as his finisher. 


325 (61", 172, 4, 350) Jigsaw sports 
‘a puzzle piece on his mask, but his success puzzles 
no one ... Branched out this year with appearances in 
Ring of Honor, FIP, and CZW, to name a few .. 
Captured the CZW junior heavyweight title in 
September 2006 by defeating Sonjay Dutt and reigned 
for seven months ... Alongside trainer Mike 
Quackenbush.and frequent partner Shane Storm, 
tolled through 15 other teams to win CHIKARA’s King 
of Trios tournament in February of this year ... Former 
Young Lions Cup champion Jigsaw has tested his 
mettle against Bryan Danielson and has wrestled in 
Canada, Mexico, and Germany ... Finishing move is 
the head-crushing “Jig 'n' Tonic.” 


326 BOSPORUS (57°, 242, 5, ny 
The “Turkish Wrestling Machine” is one of Europe's 
most popular wrestlers ... Toured with Pro Wrestling 
NOAH in Japan in October 2006, even headlining as 
Doug Williams’ partner against top stars Naomichi 
Marufuji and Takeshi Morishima ... Teamed with 
Wesley Croton to win the WXW (Germany) tag team 
title twice between September 2006 and April 2007 .... 
Made an impressive showing in his WWE tryout in the 
spring of 2007 during a European tour ... Reached the 
finals of WXW's 16-Carat Gold tournament, beating 
Steve Douglas and NOAH's Go Shiozaki, before losing 
‘to American independent Chris Hero ... Known for his 
perfect frog splash that he calls “Anatolia Splash,” 


327 RYDER (6°, 218, 16, nu) “simply 
Marvelous” is back on the scene after a several-year 
absence and has looked very good on the Midwest 
and East Coast scenes ... Teamed with Larry 
‘Sweeney and Robbie Ellis in February for CHIKARA’s 
King of Trios-tournament..... Took an, upset victory 
‘over Necro Butcher in a wild CZW match in April .. 
Followed up by beating Buff Bagwell at the debut 
event for XCW Midwest in June, a promotion he 
helped found ... Longtime veteran of the circuit has 
experience in the USWA and WCW, including a suc- 
cessful tenure in Nashville .., Trademark move is the 
time-honored piledriver, 


328 HAWK (6:2”, 220, 10, 316) Hails 
from Malibu Beach, California, but appears most often 
in Ohio's HWA promotion ... After failing to regain the 
HWA heavyweight title in a series of battles with Jon 
Moxley, Hawk called it quits in 2006 ... In January 
2007, Cody's longtime friend Matt Stryker convinced 
Cody to come out of retirement and tag up with him 
‘once again ... Stryker's plan would backfire as Hawk 
turned against him, joining Sean Casey, Kimo, Josh 
Rafferty, and manager Samantha to form The Five 
Most Wanted .., Held the Buckeye Pro Wrestling tag 
‘team title with Shark Boy until May ... Finishes off the 
opposition with his “Rubik's Cube,’ 


329 DEWITT (510°, 201, 7, ny) 
Young Irishman is a regular with New Japan Pro 
‘Wrestling, where he's competed under such names as 
“Prince” Devitt and Pegasus Kid Il... Competed in the 
NWA heavyweight title tournament in the spring of 
2007, ousting Mikey Nicholls before being eliminated 
in the subsequent round by Bryan Danielson ... Has 
held the NWA British Commonwealth heavyweight title 
twice ... Began his alliance with Jushin Liger’s CTU 
stable in the fall of 2006 ... Sidelined for several 
months in 2007, costing him momentum in this year’s 
tanking ... Named his armbar finishing submission 
hold “Devitt’s End.” 


330 3000 (5:11, 187, 7, ny off- 
the-wall independent wrestler bears a passing 
resemblance to Outkast's Andre 3000... Returned to 
TNA in October 2006 to compete in Kevin Nash's 
“Open Invitational X Division Gauntlet Battle Royal” at 
the Bound for Glory pay-per-view ... In March, he 
‘took the name “Viko Batomanga” for a one-night 
appearance on Smackdown, where he was humor- 
‘ously billed as the “Ethiopian heavyweight champion” 
and was decimated by Montel Vontavious Porter ... 
The current RPWF cruiserweight champion, having 
defeated Tommy Johnson... Successfully defended 
the title against Ralph Hickenbottom in May in a wild 
ladder match ... Named his unique finisher the 
“Circuit-Breaker.” 


4 NOVEMBER/2007 4 85 


331 SWEENEY (6'o°, 120, 3, 336) 
Flamboyant graduate of the Chikara Wrestle Factory 
won the sixth annual. Super Indy tournament in May, 
last defeating Shima Xion ... Has served as an agent 
to Chris Hero in Ring of Honor since December, but 
‘Sweeney has yet to do any wrestling there ... Ousted 
from February's King of Trios tournament in the open- 
ing round, despite enlisting the help of kindred spirits 
Robbie Ellis and Mitch Ryder ... Competes frequently 
for FIP in Florida and all over Canada .., Was pinned 
by Kamala in May .. Calls his top rope elbowdrop "12 
Large, Brother.” 


332 CHAMBERS (6, 190, 5, Nu) The 


reigning East Coast Wrestling Association heavyweight 
champion is the man to beat in Delaware ... Tried to 
win the ECWA Mid-Atlantic title back in January before 
setting his sights on heavyweight gold ... Captured 
the belt in March in a four-way dance over Ace 
Darling, Freak Nasty, and Frederick of Hollywood ... 
Retained the title over Rob Eckos in a May defense 

He and Andrew Ryker had a seven-month reign as 
ECWA tag team champions before losing the belts to 
The Valedictorians in December 2006, 


333 (6'9°, 190, 7, NL) Mainstay of the 
Canadian independents hasn't found much success 
outside of his home country ... Long, violent feud with 
Kevin Steen has earned both a measure of fame 
through Quebec ... Has held the IWS heavyweight title 
for over a year ... Renown for his wild chops, which 
often leave his opponents’ chests battered and bloodied 
»»» Retained the IWS title in a wild defense against 
Exess in March, and the match has quickly become one 
of the most talked-about in the promotion's history ... 
His signature move is known as “Teuer De Policier." 


334 YOUNG (6'1", 246, 17, 262) This 
veteran of the ring wars recently suffered a career set- 
back, parting ways with TNA after nearly five years ... 
Had been teaming with Elix Skipper at the time of his 
release ... Spent much of 2007 continuing to work 
alongside Skipper for Hermie Sadler's United 
Wrestling Federation ... The team continues to experi- 
ence mixed results ... On the upside, the duo has 
managed to defend the NWA Wrestle Birmingham tag 
title for over 18 months ... A perpetually underrated 
in-ring technician, Young's arsenal is highlighted by a 
bone-rattling spinebuster. 


335 STONE (6,230, 4, nt) Native 
of Essex, England, has emerged as a power player on 
the European scene ... Nicknamed “The Guvnor,” he 
had his highest-profile match back in January when 
he faced Keiji Muto for ROW ... Went toe to toe with 
TNA's Rhino in April... Reigned as IPW UK. champ 
for 15 months before losing the title to Andy Boy 
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‘Simmonz late last year... Currently holds the ROW 
heavyweight title, which he won in a tournament final 
over Pac back in December ... Appeared in Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla and Premier Promotions during the 
past 12 months ... Held the FWA tag team title with 
Stix for 16 months until being stripped in November 
2006 ... His signature move, the “London Bridge,” is 
a variation of the DDT that is executed with his oppo- 
nent's legs hung on the top rope. 


336 STRYKER (611°, 215, 9, 398) 
Longtime Heartland Wrestling Association star has 
found himself at odds with Sean Casey since Casey 
retumed to the HWA in the fall of 2006 ... Stryker con- 
vinced Cody Hawk to come out of retirement in January 
2007, only to be backstabbed by Hawk ... The betrayal 
re-ignited the on-again, off-again tension the two have 
had for years ... Reigned as MPW heavyweight cham- 
pion for 11 months before losing to B.J. Whitmer in 
February ... The “Mafia Kick” and “Stryker Driver" are 
two of the weapons Stryker uses to gain victory. 


337 THOMASELLI '9°, 20, 
4,.NU) One-third of The iron Saints with brothers Vito 
and Sal, this group has run roughshod over IWA Mid- 
South for most of the past year ... Defeated Josh 
Abercrombie in a violent TLC match to win the WA Mid- 
South light heavyweight te in April, ending their 16- 
month rivalry .., The Iron Saints entered February's 


King of Trios tournament, but were eliminated in the 
second round by KUDO, MIYAWAKI, and Yago . 


Recently debuted with Philadelphia-based indepen- 
dents PWU and CZW ... Scored his biggest career win 
to date in June by defeating TNA star Senshi... 
Signature maneuver is a powerbomb-tumed-lungblow- 
er to the back that he calls, simply, “The Deal.” 


338 DOUGLAS (6, 198, 4, 370) 


Blond-haired German native isn’t even popular in his 
hometown of Glachau ... Held three titles in Europe at 
press time: the ESW (Germany) European title as well as 
the WXW tag team and FSF tag team championships, 
each with different partners ... Appeared in Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, England, and the 
Netherlands during the past year, in addition to regular 
appearances throughout Germany and Switzerland ... 
Competed in the first and only King of the Death 
Matches card held in Europe back in December, losing 
‘a bloody contest to Iceman ... Trademark finishing 
move is a half-nelson and waistlock suplex. 


339 KINGSTON (5:11", 228, 4, 375) 
“The King Of Diamonds,” one of CHIKARA’s top 
rudos, had an unforgettable year .,. Won his first 
heavyweight title by defeating longtime rival Chris 
Hero for the CZW belt last September ... Served as 
the enforcer of the Blackout stable in East Coast inde- 
pendents, eventually ousting Hero from CZW in a 
loser-leaves-town match on April 7... Long feud 
with former friend Larry Sweeney ended with 
Kingston defeating Sweeney in a brutal “Yellow- 
Bellied Strap Match" at a CHIKARA show in November 
2006 ... Won the IWA Mid- 
South "Strong Style” tourna- 
ment that same month, 
defeating Drake Younger in 
the final ... Has a devastating 
back-fist strike. 


340 MOORE 
(6'9", 180, 6, NL) Top star of 
the Philadelphia-based Pro 
Wrestling Unplugged promo- 
tion .., Reigned as PWU 
heavyweight champ for 10 
months before being unseated 
by Scorpio ... Turned back 
several challenges from lan 
Rotten, many ending in DOs 

Also held the PWU junior 
title for half of 2006 before 
losing the belt to Corporal 
Robinson ... Has experience 
wrestling in Mexico ... The 
current WXW cruiserweight 
champion ... Sometimes 
teams with fellow PWU grap- 
pler Detox ... Also competes 
for Valley Championship Wres- 
tling ... A capable aerialist 
with several high-risk moves 
inhis repertoire. 


341 AGUILERA (6°, 270, 10, nu) 
Retumed to the national stage this year as a star of 
MTV's Wrestling Society X, where he was Kaos’ 
tag team partner ... Previously known as Jesus 
during his WWE days and as Hardkore Kidd 
when he used to wrestle under a mask . 
Spent some time training in the Inoki Dojo in 
Los Angeles after his WWE release ... Dabbled 
in mixed martial arts, but didn't fare well... 
Now splits his time between acting gigs and the 
squared circle ... Lost to Adam Pearce in the 
first round of the NWA title tournament in June 
.. The sit-out chokeslam variation is his 
favorite maneuver. 


342 KOEN (6'3", 280, 24, nu) 
The “Lion Of Africa” is the top star of South 
Africa's African Wrestling Alliance and is enjoy- 
ing a lengthy reign as African heavyweight 
champion ,.. Does charity work with Africa's 
Reach For A Dream Foundation, putting his 
wrestling fame to good use ... A second-gen- 
eration star, his father, Jackie, also wrestled 
... Style sulted to the strength advantage he 
enjoys in nearly every bout, 


343 (5'10", 204, 8, 306) 
Japanese independent has spent a good chunk 
of the past few years as atop attraction for the 
Kaientai Dojo, where he's aligned with the Rave 
Sekigun stable ... Has concentrated on his tag team 
work in 2007 ... Holds the K-Dojo tag team ttle with 
YOSHIYA, and the two have gone unbeaten for 
months ... Incredibly accurate dropkicks leave foes 
dazed... Along with KUDO and Yoshiaki Yago, made 
it all the way to the finals of CHIKARA’s King of Trios 
tournament in February ... The inverted DDT is his 
trademark move. 


344 SAL THOMASELLI (5'9", 179, 5, 483) 
One-third of The Iron Saints with brothers Vito and 
Brandon, this group has run roughshod over IWA Mid- 
South for most of the past year ... With Vito, he's held 
the IWA Mid-South tag team title three times since 
September 2005, and they are the current champs ... 
Eliminated from February's King of Trios tournament 
in the second round by KUDO, MIYAWAKI, and Yago 
.. Sal and Vito won the first annual Candido Cup Tag 
Team Tournament in June, defeating Cheech and 
Cloudy in the finals .., Recently debuted with 
Philadelphia-based independents PWU and CZW ... 
Trademark finishing move is an assisted senton that 
the Saints call “Californication.” 


345 CRIST 5:10”, 170, 5, 383) Teams 


with brother Jake Crist to form The Irish Airborne, 
competing regularly for the Heartland Wrestling 
Association, Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling, and Ring of 
Honor ... Held the HWA tag team title from October 
2006 to March 2007°... Feuded extensively with The 
Mavericks ... Headlined the HWA’s second online 


pay-per-view, “CyberClash 2.0” ... Known to be the 
cockier of the brothers Crist ... Joined forces with 


Kimo to battle Abyss in March 
move the “Irish Air Raid.” 


.» Calls his signature 


346 MATTHEWS (6'1”, 228, 14, ny) 
Canadian heavyweight hails from the “Wrong Side 
Of The Tracks," which is apparently somewhere in 
Quebec .., Had his biggest career match in March 
of this year, teaming with Pierre-Carl Ouellet against 
‘TNA superstar Christian Cage and Max Boyer’... His 
wife, Lollipop, accompanies him to the ring ... Has 
spent the majority of the year trying to unseat NCW 
champion Bishop ... His bizarre behavior caused 
fans to start calling him “Paranoid Jake” ... Uses a 
cradle suplex to put his opponents down for the 
count 


347 THOMASELLI (5'9°, 188, 6, 479) 
One-third of The Iron Saints with brothers Sal and 
Brandon .., Holds the IWA Mid-South tag team title 
with Sal As a unit, The Iron Saints have lost just 
nine matches over the past two years... Their siana- 
ture double-team move is the “Californication,” a tan- 
dem senton. 


348 FURY (5:11", 210, 5, nu) “Straight 
Edge” Brian is the reigning Chaotic Wrestling New 
England champion ... Beat Psycho in January to 
become the top-ranked contender for the tte ... Won 
the New England title in his home state of New 
Hampshire in February, defeating Fred Sampson for 
the belt... Retained the belt over Sampson in a wild 
ladder match in June ... Defeated Antonio Thomas last 


September, shortly after his Chaotic Wrestling debut 
Has also seen action in New England Championship 
Wrestling ... Throws a wicked superkick. 


349 CRIST (s'6", 178, 5, 377) one- 
half of The Irish Airborne, along with his brother, 
Dave ... Competes regularly for Ring of Honor, 
Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling, and the Heartland 
Wrestling Association ,.. The Irish Airborne became 
three-time HWA tag team champions in October 
2006... Jake won individual gold in Buckeye: Pro 
Wrestling, capturing the BPW heavyweight ttle in 
the fall of 2006 ... Also feuded with Shark Boy and 
Cody Hawk for the BPW tag team ttle... Fired man- 
ager Brock Guffman, much to the delight of the fans 
of the HWA ... Heavily influenced by the Japanese 
style of wresting 


350 PONDO (5'10”, 230, 18, 
NL) Founding father of the IWA East Coast chapter, 
this legendary hardcore wrestler has spilled his 
blood all over the globe ... He and lan Rotten had a 
five-month reign as IWA Mid-South tag team cham- 
pions in 2006 ... Tours the country with The Insane 
Clown Posse's JCW ... Faced off against Keiji Muto 
in March .., Teams with Necro Butcher in Florida's 
FIP ... The duo was bested by The Briscoe Brothers 
in April ... Divides his time among U.S, hardcore 
independents and Big Japan Wrestling ... Got the 
best of Juggulator in their bloody feud this past 
spring ... Loves to whack his opponents with a 
stop sigh 
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351 EVANS (6'1”, 240, 3, NL) “The 
Hammer” might just have the hardest head in wrestling 
today... Debuted. in Ohio Valley Wrestling as Kenny 
Bolin’s handpicked head of security ... Won the OVW 
TV title twice in 2006, once against Seth Skyfire and 
once against Devin Driscoll ... Formed a tag team with 
Justin “The Ox" LaRoche in December 2006 ... Biggest 
win of the past year was an upset over Rene Dupree in 
January 2007 ... Runner-up to The Boogeyman for PW 
2006 Rookie of the Year honors... Weakens opponents. 
with a series of headbutts before ending the match with 
a backbreaker. 


352 BONES (50°, 
238, 3, NL) Stout heavyweight from 
Bitburg, Germany, is not a man to 
be trifled with ... His short-fused 
‘temper has earned him the nick- 
name the “German Psycho” ... 
Saw action in England, France, 
Austria, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, and as far away as 
Cameroon in western Africa this 
year ... Has reigned as ICWA 
(France) European champion since 
October 2006 ... Holds the FSF tag 
team title with Steve Douglas ... 
Beat Japanese stars Go Shiozaki 
and Atsushi Aoki in the past year 
+ Calls his devastating piledriver 
variation the “Shadow Driver.” 


353 SAXON 2", 
245, 20, NL) The “Old-School 
Assassin” of the Gulf Coast inde- 
pendent scene .... Mentor of rising 
star Mercury McLoud ... McLoud 
tried a little role reversal with his 
teacher and injured Saxon's arm in October 2006 ... 
Escorted to the ring by his wife, the “Irresistible” 
Danielle ... In hot pursuit of the Ultimate Wrestling 
heavyweight title held by the massive Kornbred ... Also 
competes for All Pro Wrestling, Old School Wrestling, 
and NWA New South .,. Defeated Adrian Whisper for 
the XIW heavyweight title in 2006 ... His pet move is 
known as “School's Out.” 


354 PRIMEAU (5'4", 135, 2, nu) the 
quintessential underdog of Ring of Honor, what 
Primeau lacks in size, he more than made up for in 
heart ... Feuded with Shane Hagadorn, Adam Pearce, 
and Jimmy Rave during the past year ... Scored huge 
upset victories over Rave and Tank Toland, which 
resulted in Pelle being crowd-surfed throughout the 
venues ... Finally defeated archrival Shane Hagadorn 
in April for the Top of the Class trophy ... Mace multi 
ple appearances in CHIKARA this year, battling The 
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Colony and Maxime Boyer ... Competed against 
Dragon Gate standout YAMATO in a dojo vs. dojo exhi- 
bition bout in Detroit ... Known for his various head- 
scissors takeovers, along with his finisher, the flying 
Ace crusher. 


355 EL BLAZER (6'5°, 156, 4, nu) Arguably the 
most inventive highfyer active today ... Also wrestles 
under the names AHI and Yoshitsune ... On an impres- 
sive winning streak in his home promotion of Michinoku 
Pro, where he landed not long after graduating from 
Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon ... Wrestled as a mini dur 
ing his training days in Mexico... Easy to spot in his 
bold blue and gold mask, often adomed with feathers 

.. Also competes for El Dorado and Hustle from time to 


time ... Lost to Rocky Romero in his IGF debut in June 
.. His inverted 450 splash is awe-inspiring. 


356 PURPURA (6°, 176, 3, 
491) Upstart tecnico of CMLL fame teamed up with vet- 
eran luchador Dr. Wagner Jr. for the 2007 edition of the 
Gran Altermativa tournament ... The duo advanced over 
Negro Casas and Stuka Jr. before being eliminated by 
eventual winners Mistico and La Sombra ... Has slowly 
moved up the cards in the past year, even main-event- 
ing once as Mistico's tag partner ... Didn't have a sin- 
gles match during the grading period, choosing to stick 
to multiple-man matches in the mid-card mix, teaming 
with Valiente and Sagrado ... Signature move is the 
shooting star press, 


357 (6'8”, 235, 8, 291) Eight-year 
veteran ofthe Northeast independent wrestling scene 
reached a career pinnacle by defeating Justice Pain 


for his third CZW heavyweight championship in July 

.. Also carries the promotion’s tag team champi- 
onship with Sabian, a fellow member of the Blackout 
faction ... The duo also wears the Maryland 
Championship Wrestling tag team belts ... Was fea- 
tured in Wrestling Society X, where he teamed with 
Babi Slymm ... Baltimore native was once a back- 
yard wrestler .... Now claims to reside in “Chocolate 
City” ... Calls his sit-out suplex slam finisher the 
“Hate Crime.” 


358 THOMAS (6::", 227, 6, 311) 
Rose to fame over the past few years as one of The 
Heartthrobs on the Raw brand ... Has been indepen- 
dent since early-2006 ... Usually accompanied to the 
ring by Talia Madison ... They 
appeared at TNA's Destination 
X in March as Christy Hem- 
me's mystery team ... They 
are called the “Heartbreakers” 
«.. Took impressive wins over 
Claudio Castagnoli, Danny 
Doring, and former partner Ro- 
meo Roselli this year ... Wres- 
tles throughout New England, 
but also appears with the 
Pennsylvania-based IWC and 
Florida's FIP group ... His pa- 
tented “Broken Promise” is a 
reverse spinning neckbreaker. 


359 6's", 
205, 2, NL) Heartland Wres- 
tling Association mainstay 
enjoyed a lengthy reign as 
HWA TV champion from 
November 2006 to May 
2007... Lost the title to Quin- 
ten Lee for just two weeks 
before winning it back to begin 
his second reign ... Fans love 
to get under his skin by calling 
him “Shrek” ... This became even more of a problem 
after he lost the first-ever “Shrek Mask On A Pole” 
match and was forced to wear a Shrek mask to the ring 
for 30 days ... Managed by the illustrious Brock 
Guffman ,.. Ganger’s one and only guest appearance at 
the HWA broadcast table ended up on the cutting room 
floor after his comments reached Don Imus-like levels. 


360 HULK (5'9", 175, 2, nu) Rising rook- 
ie sensation of Japan’s Dragon Gate promotion had a 
solid year... Part of the New Hazard stable ... Began 
teaming with Cyber Kong inthe spring of this year .. 
In May, Hulk, Kong, and Shingo Takagi won the Open 
the Triangle Gate trios titles from CIMA, Ryo Saito, and 
Susumu Yokosuka ... The team made a successful 
defense of the tite at Kobe World Hall-against Naruki 
Doi; Masato Yoshino, and Magnitude Kishiwada in July 

.. His trademark "BXB Smash" is a cross-armed 
facecrusher. 
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361 DRU ONYK (62°, 325, 8, NL The curent 
NWA North American champion captured the title in 
Florida back in April of last year and has been on a 
tear ever since ... Made successful defenses of the 
title in the U.K. as well as all over America ... Feuding 
with The Twin Terrors, sometimes enlisting the aid of 
Tank ... Impressive international resume includes’ 
feigns as the NWA British Commonwealth and NWA 
Quebec champion ... Now serves as head'trainer at 
‘the NWA Torture Chamber wrestling school in Quebec, 
Canada ... The “Bajan Death Drop,” an Ace crusher 
variation, is his signature move. 


362 CHRIS KOLE (510°, 253, 7, ny Primariy 
plies his trade throughout Ohio these days, but he isa 
world-traveled competitor who has competed in’South 
Korea, Japan, and Europe ... Currently the Mega 
Championship Wrestling U.S. champion ... Also com- 
petes in Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling, where he was 
engaged in a bloody feud with Conrad Kennedy Ill, cul- 
minating in a wild last-man-standing match ... 
Current Black Diamond Wrestling Royal 8 toumament 
champion ... A former IZW tag team champion with 
Jack Bull ... Powerful heavyweight knows how to use 
his considerable size to his advantage. 


363 SHANE HAGADORN (511°, 200, 
3, NL) One of the original five graduates of the 
Ring of Honor training school, he won the “Top Of 
The Class” trophy at the beginning of the year, 
naming him the best of all ROH trainees ... Made 
‘an impact in ROH this year by becoming Adam 
Pearce's “personal manservant" and donning a 
set of brass knuckles to help him to victory ... 
Feuded throughout the year with Pelle Primeau, 
culminating in Primeau claiming the “Top Of The 
Class" trophy .,. Suffered a serious shoulder & 
injury in May, putting him on the sidelines for the 
‘end of our grading period ... Likes to utilize his 
“Crossface Takeover” finisher. 


364 KORNBRED (6'7", 300, 7, ny) 


‘Strapping farm boy is the heavyweight champion 
of Ultimate Wrestling, where fans know him as a } 
gentle giant ... Wears overalls to the ring... | 
‘Spent most of the year feuding with Sirus LaVey 
over the Dirty South Pro Wrestling heavyweight title ... 
Sometimes teams with Jerry Reiner, who lends his 
veteran voice to the team ... Found a board on his 
farm and now brings it to the ring as his “manager,” 
Plank ... Claims to be the son of Hillbilly Jim ... His 
trademark maneuver, the “Kornholio Slam,” is a sit- 
down version of the Rock bottom. 


365 SEMMXY EDDY (61", 195, 8, 402) 


Extrovert ex-stripper is at home in the Canadian 
International Wrestling Syndicate promotion ... 
Enjoyed a two-month reign as CZW junior heavy- 
weight champion last summer ... A four-time former 
IWS heavyweight champion ... He and The Green 
Phantom lost the IWS tag team title to The Hardcore 


Ninjaz in Apri ... In a bizarre twist, he replaced some- 
times-partner LuFisto in IWA Mid-South’s Queen of 
the Death Matches tournament, before facing elimina- 
tion from Mayumi Ozaki ... Not as active in the States 
as he-was a year ago, he has confined his activities 
Jargely to the Canadian circuit ... A graceful high- 
flyer, he sometimes dons a garbage can and moon- 
‘saults onto his opponents. 


366 TIGRE METALICO 3°, 194, 5, 263) 
High-flying tecnico of CMLL has tried to re-invent him- 
self this year, sometimes going simply by “Metalico” 
.-. Had a career-threatening injury last year when he 
hit the floor attempting an Asai moonsault, and split 
his head wide open ... Retumed to the ring in just four 
months ... Often teams with Tigre Blanco as Los 
Tigres del Ring for tag team matches, and he's joined 
other feline luchadores such as Leono and Felino for 
trios action this year ... Los Tigres have been having a 
hard time this year with the Japanese contingent of 
Okumura, Ohara, and Hirooki Goto, 


367 DANSHOKU DINO (5:7°, 190, 4, ny 


One of the most perverse wrestlers active today, 
Dino's antics have caused riots in his native Japan as 


‘well as in Mexico and the United States ... Randomly 
kisses male fans at ringside, and isn't afraid to grope 
his opponents either ... Mainstay of Japan's DDT 
group, he is—inexplicably—the group's most popular 
wrestler ... Teamed with Masamune and American 
Balloon for CHIKARA’s King of Trios tournament in 
February and they were eliminated in the first round 
... Teamed with NOAH's Naomichi Marufyji in April to 
beat KUDO and Muscle Sakai ... His finisher involves 
sticking his opponent's head into his trunks, and then 
piledriving him. 


368 SHIIMA KION (s'9°, 170, 3, nL) The 
self-proclaimed “Future Of Fashion” has had a break- 
out year everywhere from the Pennsyivania-based 


IWC to Florida's FIP ... Born in Manila, Philippines, he 
trained in the U.S. as a teenager ... Extensively toured 
Japan as part of the DDT promotion in the summer of 
2006 ... Formed a bond with former rival Jason Gory, 
and the two began teaming together as Babyface Fire 
... With Gory, captured the IWC tag team title this past 
December, surviving a four-way elimination match ... 
Defeated Ruckus and Hentai at Super Indy VI before 
falling to Larry Sweeney in the final ... A regular in 
Cleveland All-Pro Wrestling, where he teams with 
Hentai ... Finishes opponents with a snapmare driver 
called “From Lust To Dust.” 


369 FRANK PARKER ('3", 295, 14, 454) 
Frank “The Tank” had an incredible year, winning 38 
Straight matches from November 2006 through May 
2007 ... Simultaneously held seven heavyweight tiles 
throughout Virginia, West Virginia, and North Carolina 
... Beat Tracy Smothers for the AWF heavyweight tile 
in January ... Won the ASCW tile from The Barbarian 
in February ... Cleanly beat Bobby Eaton in April... 
Gamering a reputation on the Mid-Atlantic circuit as 


something of a legend-killer, especially after leaving 
Ronnie Garvin unconscious ... Calls his/version of the 
TKO the “Facelift.” 


370 CHAD PARHAM (61°, 212, 7, nly 
Journeyman wrestler of the Georgia independents has 
had a terrific year thus far in 2007 ... Captured the 
NWA Anarchy championship from Slim J in January 
.-. Added the NWA Anarchy TV title in March ... 
Advanced over Damian Wayne in the NWA heavy- 
weight title tournament in’ May ... Lost the NWA 
Anarchy title to Ace Rockwell in July ... Also a two- 
time former NWA Wildside tag champ, when he went 
by the name. “Gabriel” ... Pet move is called “Cradle 
To The Grave.” 
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371 JON MOKLEY (63°, 240, 3, 447) Following 
his loss of the HWA heavyweight title to Chad Collyer in 
September 2006, Moxley headed to IWA Puerto Rico 
and won the IWA tag team title with Hade Vansen ... 
Returned to the HWA in December 2006 and briefly 
captured the HWA heavyweight tile for a second time 
... Moxley gave Val Venis a tough bout on WWE Heatin 
January 2007 ... Partnership with Abyss ended with 
disastrous results ... Currently teaming up with his 
mentor and former rival, Cody Hawk. 


372 JAMES KEENAN 6", 
220, 7, 302) The man behind “Iron City Hardcore” is 
still a top star in England's 1PW promotion, where he 
has been almost unstoppable ... Currently feuding 
with 1PW champion Ulf Herman, while the status of 
Sterling's 1PW alliance with Abyss remains very much 
in question ... Debuted for Big Japan Pro Wrestling 
last May ... Competed on an episode of Velocity in the 
summer of 2006 shortly after a week-long evaluation 
in Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Defeated Larry Sweeney, 
Delirious, and Senshi in pursuit of the IWC heavy- 
weight title before losing to Brent Albright ... 
‘Trademark maneuver is the “MK Ultra.” 


373 ANTHONY (63°, 220, 6, 
495) After working under a mask for years as 
Egotistico Fantastico, Anthony signed with WWE in 
November 2006 and was as- 
signed to the ill-fated Deep South 
‘Wrestling developmental camp ... 
Has since relocated for action in 
Florida ... Started his run in 
Florida Championship Wrestling 
with a loss to former partner 
Johnny Curtis in June ... One- 
time holder of the 3XW heavy- 


weight title ... Known for his 
lethal reverse tombstone. 
374 PAIN (5'0°, 


220, 8, 415) Franchise player of 
Philadelphia's Combat Zone 
Wrestling, he reigned as heavy- 
weight champion there for over 
seven months ... Fifth reign started 
with a victory over Eddie Kingston 
in December 2006 ... Has also 
held the CZW tag team title on three 
‘occasions ... The “Ultraviolent All- 
Star" and his brother, Nick Gage, 
are collectively known as The H8 
Club ... Has also wrestled for XPW 
and Big Japan ... Delivers chair- 
shots like few others ... Signature 
move is the “Pain Thriller,” which is 
similar to the Angle slam. 
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375 WARRIOR (62", 267, 16, 
NL) Has been active across the United States and 
overseas during the past year .. Traveled to Korea 
and Japan to entertain the troops ... Captured the 
World Pro Wrestling American championship ... 
Sometimes teams with “Hawaiian Lion” John 
Willams ... The two had a tough time with WWE 
duo The Highlanders in March ... Competes regu- 
larly for Impact Zone Wrestling, the American 
Wrestiing Association, and Rising Phoenix Wrestling 
.. Arizona native likes to finish his matches with a 
Death Valley driver. 


376 TITUS (:2", 217, 2, ny Titus 
has found much success in Ring of Honor since 
proclaiming himself the “Sexiest Man Alive” ... 
Competes in a wide array of Northeastern promo- 
tions .., Put forth a very strong performance in the 
fifth annual CHIKARA Young Lions Cup this past 
June, in which he advanced to semifinal competi- 
tion before being eliminated ... Also spent time as 
a part of the Prime Time Players in WXW, feuding 
with Team Xtreme ... Competitors in the ring with 
Titus should beware of an effective frog splash, le- 
thal dropkick, and devastating lariat ... Just 19 
years old, 


37] YAGO 66:2", 229, 3, 403) Up- 
and-comer isa product of TAKA Michinoku's Kaientai 
Dojo ... Spent years as a kickboxer and Karate teacher 
before turing pro wrestler... Retumed to U.S. compe- 
tition in February of this year, teaming up with fellow 


Japanese independents MIYAWAKI and KUDO for 
CHIKARA's King of Trios tournament ... The trio 
advanced all the way to the tournament final before 
falling to Jigsaw, Shane Storm, and Mike Quackenbush 

.. Incredible striker who throws precision kicks and 
heart punches with blinding speed ... Uses a dragon 
suplex as his finisher. 


378 PROHIBITION (:, 200, 6, nu) 
‘Won the UWA Hardcore Canadian championship from 
Matt Cross at the end of 2006, and has reigned 
‘supreme over the Canadian promotion ever since .. 
Has made successful title defenses against Chris Sabin, 
Dan Paysan, Kazuchika Okada, Alex Shelley, and Sonjay 
Dutt ... Still wrestles for Cleveland All Pro Wrestling 
from time to time ... Rose to fame as the perennial rival 
of Matt Cross (M-Dogg 20) ... A two-time former light- 
weight champion in Canada ... Has really developed 
his mat game over the past year or two and became a 
well-rounded athlete ... Destroys his opponents with a 
wild T-bone suplex. 


379 PROPHET (s", 241, 7, ny) 
Recently returning from being sidelined with a torn 
meniscus, this longtime NWA competitor spends most 
of his time in Kentucky, Ohio, and the Carolinas ... Won 
both the Gen-X Wrestling heavyweight title and Mad Pro 
Wrestling's MX title since his return ... On the losing 
end of an ongoing feud with Dr. Tom Prichard, thanks in 
part to trainer “Adorable” Danny Ray turning against 
him to “teach him a lesson in respect” ... Had a hard- 
hitting match with Nigel McGuinness in NWA Bluegrass 
Lost to Matt Stryker in a 
tournament to crown the first 
MPW heavyweight champion 
... Competed for Ring of Honor 
last year. 


380 CANNON 
(5'8", 215, 6, 265) “The An- 
archist” wrestled in the short- 
lived Wrestling Society x 

. Won CHIKARA's 2006 
Young Lions Cup tournament 
by defeating Cheech ... Also 
won the 2006 Mercury 1 Wres- 
tling Midwest Cup ... Made the 
final of the 2006 IWA Mid- 
South Ted Petty Invitational, but 
lost to Low-Ki ... Participated 
in the “UWA vs. Toryumon” 
weekend in Toronto, facing 
Hiromi Horiguchi and Amigo 
‘Suzuki ... Scored a huge win 
over Joey Mercury in May 
Trained under mat master 
Skayde ... Style is heavily in- 
fluenced by puroresu and lucha 
libre .., Finisher is the “Glim- 
mering Warlock,” a shining 
enzuigiri. 


381 LaVEY (6'2", 220, 12, nu) the 
reigning Dirty South Pro Wresting heavyweight cham- 
pion... Has been feuding with Jerry Reiner and gentle 
giant Kornbred for months ... Goes by the nickname 
“Mr. Omega” ... Managed by his sexy “plaything,” 
Lady Vain ... Hal from Groom Lake, Nevada (Area 
51) ... Seems to enjoy taking out his agoression on 
Ultimate Wrestling's commentator The Snowman ... 
Split with Altemate Reality partner Mercury McLoud 
-. Uses a reverse swinging DDT called the “Switch” 
as his finishing maneuver. 


382 WAYNE (510", 220, 5, nt) 
After racking up a series of regional belts, Wayne 
earned himself the nickname “Mr. Mid-Atlantic” ... 
The Suffolk, Virginia, native finally ended his long feud 
with Sean Denny this year in a grueling iron man 
match .., Lost to Chad Parham in the NWA heavy- 
weight title tournament ... A two-time former NWA 
Virginia heavyweight champion ... Tried out for Ring 
of Honor in June, defeating Rex Sterling in a pre-show 
bout ... Has made several appearances for FIP in 
Florida, working his way into contention for the FIP 
Heritage title ... Was unsuccessful in his WWE Heat 
debut ... Puts his opponents down for the count with 
his vicious second-rope piledriver. 


383 KID MIKAZE (5'6°, 175, 6, nt) New 
England independent has achieved his greatest suc- 
cess in Massachusetts-based Chaotic Wrestling ... 
Won the Chaotic tag team title with Jason Blade in 
October 2006 ... Lost them to Max Bauer and Alex 
Arion the following March ... Failed in bid to unseat 
Chaotic heavyweight champion Brian Milonas in their 
April title bout ... Currently reigns as the Defiant Pro 
Wrestling cruiserweight champion, and made his first 
successful defense of the belt over Frankie Arion in 
April ... His reverse shooting star press has been 
dubbed the “Perfect Weapon,” an apt name for such 
an incredible move. 


384 PAYSAN (5'10", 189, 7, 472) ttalian 
expatriate plies his trade in the Canadian indepen- 
denis... Won the IWS Canacian title from Jagged in 
December 2006 ... Went on to make successful 
defenses against Seoay Eddy and Stuptied, among 
others, in 2007 ... Also reigned as the BSE heavy- 
weight champion before losing the tile to Ash in June 
... Held the NCW Inter-Cities ttle for three months 
before Samson unseated him for it in March ... 
Competed in CHIKARA's fourth annual Young Lions 
Cup ... Took his biggest career win, defending his 
CCWR junior heavyweight ttle against Petey Wiliams in 
April... Likes to punish his foes with the “Bada Bing 
Backbreaker.” 


385 VORK 06:11”, 218, 11, ny) 
The reigning KYDA heavyweight champion is back on 
the independents, after laying off for a spell to heal old 
injuries ... Feuding with number-one contender John 
Kermon ... After several bloody encounters, York tri- 


‘umphed in a streetfight ... Lost to Mike Mizanin in a 
May episode of Smackdown ... Didn't fare any better 
in June against. Chuck Palumbo. on. Heat .... The for- 
mer partner of Joey Mercury has twice won the Shane 
Shamrock Memorial Cup in Maryland ... Has a solid 
frog splash in his arsenal. 


6°10", 174, 3, NL) Mind-bog- 


ling aerialist from Paducah, Kentucky, has become a 
real hot property on the independents’... First rose to 
prominence at WA Mid-South, feuding with Chuck 


Taylor ... Their rivalry has spilled over to CHIKARA and 
CZW .... A fearless high-fiyer, he is the first person of 
record to execute a double-moonsault press, consist- 
ing of two revolutions instead of the usual one ... 
Came close to beating Claudio Castagnoli in a fantas- 
tic match in February ... Advanced all the way to the 
finals of the fifth annual Young Lions Cup at CHIKARA 
in June, but Taylor beat him for the trophy in the end 
... Uses a standing shooting star press to finish his 
matches. 


387, WASYILYCHYN (5'0°, 180, 2, ny) 
California native is best known for his work in Ohio's 
Heartiand Wrestling Association ....Along with his tag 
team partner, Aaron Williams, became HWA tag team 
‘champions for the first time in July 2006... Alan and 
Aaron, collectively known as The Mavericks, were in 
heated rivalries with Foreign Intelligence and The lish 
Airbome for the better part of the year .. in March, 
The Mavericks and The Irish Airborne headlined the 
HWA's second online pay-per-view, “CyberClash 2.0," 
in a brutal ladder match .... Managed by the illustrious 
Brock Guffman .-- Executes an amazing frog splash 
that usvally spells the end for his opponents. 


388 ROB ECKOS 66:10", 195, 7, nt) Mainstay 
of Delaware's East Coast Wrestling Association... 
Regularly competes for National Wrestling Superstars 
in New Jersey ... Briefly teamed with Trent Acid in 


NWS for its annual tag team tournament ... They lost 
in the February final to The Sychadelic Sissies ... 
Forms The Valedictorians tag team with partner Billy 
Bax, and the two held the ECWA tag belts until 
January of this year ... The Valedictorians also 
reigned as ECWA tag champs back in 2003 ... 
Patched up differences with kid brother Dan after an 
ugly falling-out ... Still feuding with Sean Royal ... 


Pays homage to Shawn Michaels with his great-look- 
ing superkick. 


389 LA SOMBRA 65:7", 177, 4, ny started 
his career under the name Brilante Jr. before chang- 
ing to Rey Azteca and then, in 2007, to La Sombra ... 
Won the mask of Kamorra earlier this year, in a Jucha 
de apuesta ... Scored his biggest career win teaming 
with Mistico in the Gran Alternativa tournament in 
June, advancing over such teams as Heavy Metal and 
Super Nova as well as Dr. Wagner Jr. and Mascara 
Purpura before winning the final over Ultimo Guerrero. 
and Euforia... Immediately moved up to main events 
... Like many luchadores, he can execute the 619 
with ease. 


390 SUMMERS (5:11", 225, 8, nu) 
“Showtime” Scot is the first and reigning Anarchy 
Championship Wrestling heavyweight champion, hav- 
ing captured the bett in January ... Has made suc- 
cessful defenses against such challengers as Nigel 
McGuinness, Scotty Riggs, Cassandro, and Jerry Lynn 
... Feuding with former tag partner Mike Dell. Also 
holds the American Championship Wresting Texas 
title, which he won from Brett Thunder back in 
December ... Tough, rugged competitor works as a 
bouncer away fromthe ring .., Has experience 
wrestling in Mexico... His signature “Curtain Cal” is 
power bomb into a backbreaker. 
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391 HIDAKA (5's", 129, 9, 79) Red- 
hot this time last year, the Zero-One Max star has 
cooled off considerably... He and Minoru Fujita were 
the team to beat last year in Japan ... Together, they 
held the NWA Intercontinental, NWA International 
lightweight, and the GHC junior tag tiles ... Teams 
Jess with Fujita these days and more with newcomer 
THE*ZEST ... In singles, he held the Zero-One 
Intemational lightweight tile before losing it to Takuya 
Sugawara ... Came close to winning the vacant AWA 
junior heavyweight tte, but was ousted by Dick Togo 
.. Signature submission hold is Shoichi Funaki's 
Shawn Capture” kneebar. 


392 (6'6", 169, 9, 390) High-fiying tec- 
nico of the Mexican independents is starting to break 
out this year ... Had a successful tour of Japan's 
Dragon Gate promotion ... The Japanese renamed 
him “Turboman," and he now teams with Turboyan 
for tag matches ... Colorful luchador has @ racecar 
driver outfit, complete wit a helmet-ike mask ... His 
LL feud with Black Thunder spilled over to Dragon 
Gate, where the two have faced off frequently this 
summer ... Strings together armdrags and headscis- 
sors with uncanny accuracy, 


393 RIC CONVERSE 1", 
225, 8; 423). “The First,” as he likes to 
call himself, had an impressive seven- 
month reign as AWA heavyweight cham- 
pion before dropping the title to Steve 
Corino in January ... Winston-Salem 
native competes out of CWF Mid-Atlantic 

» Successfully defended the AWA 
championship against former WWE 
wrestlers Jon Heidenreich and Aaron 
Aguilera ... Teamed with Xsiris as The 
New Generation Dynasty to capture the 
AWA tag team championship in April .. 
The AWA Board of Directors recently 
cited Converse and Xsiris as being in vio- 
lation of their contracts and stripped 
them of the belts ... “Slick Diddy” calls 
his finishing move the “Ric-ter Scale”. . 
Although a barber by trade, likes to sport 
the bald look. 


394 (63", 217, 5, NL) 
Rough-and-tumble North Carolina native 
played quarterback for several semi-pro 
football teams before turning to wrestling 
.. Had a stranglehold on the Ring Wars 
Carolina heavyweight title, reigning as 
champion for a record 21 months .. 

Retired Edele Brown and won the RWC TV 
ttle all in one match, on March 17... Had 
to vacate the TV ttle in May due to the 
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promotion's policy barring double champions ... Won 
the CWE tag team title with Tracy Gilbert in December 
2006 ... Three-year feud with Aaron Devil continues. 


395 DORADO (6°, 167, 1, nu) he 
“Golden Lynx” of Juarez, Mexico, has had a trement- 
dous 2007, making a name for himself in the US. 
Teamed with mentor | Pantera and Sicodelico Jr. for 
February's King of Trios tournament, and they lasted 
all the way to the semifinal round .... Retumed in Apri 
and made it to the final of the Rey de Voladores tour- 
nnament before losing to Chuck Taylor... Drew the ire 
of Mitch Ryder in the spring and wound up in a heated 
feud ... Fared well in the 2007 edition of the Young 
Lions Cup ... Has an array of incredible flying moves 
at his disposal, including a shooting star senton, 


396 EPIC 65:11", 192, 6, Nu) Held the 
FPWA Florida tite fora sold year, defending it against 
Delirious, Joey Ryan, Luke Hawx, and others 
Finished second in this year's Best of the Southem 
Juniors round-robin tourament ... Currently feuding 
with Chasyn Rance in CCW .., Teams with Jerrelle 
Clark as The A-Team, managed by former wrestler 
Evan Starsmore .., Took Erick Stevens to a 30-minute 
draw in Southern Championship Wrestling ... The 
reigning SCW Florida champ, he's the top-ranked con- 
tender to the SCW heavyweight title His finisher, 
the “Epidemic,” is devastating. 


397 THE MOBSTER ('2", 


220, 11, NL) Intimidating heavyweight from the 
Canadian independents is one of the circuit's most. 
powertul athletes ... Frequent tag team partner of 
Kevin Steen and Chakal ... Made his Pro Wrestling 
Guerrilla debut at the close of 2006 ... Teamed 
with Steen in a losing effort against Arrogance in 
March ... Oftenraises eyebrows with his profanity- 
laced interviews ... Made his return to IWS in June 
after ‘a long absence, coming to the aid of Steen 
and Viking ... Also competes for Blood, Sweat, and 
Ears, where he’s chasing current heavyweight 
champ Brian Ash ... Montreal native gets the most 
out of even basic moves, wrecking his opponents 
with big boots and fariats. 


398 VANDAL (6, 225, 8, nu) 
Trained by Rusty Brooks and Billy Fives, Vandal has 
worked for several promotions across the Carolinas 
and Florida ... Debuted for WCEW in January, where 
he remains undefeated ... Won the vacant WCEW 
extreme ttle in his January debut... Has successfully 
defended the title against Tito Rain, Billy Blade, 
and Ostgard thus far ... A former NWA Florida tag 
team champion with brother Ricky ... Also a former 
FOW lightweight champion ... Feuding with litle 
brother Johnny Vandal throughout Florida ... Calls his 
fans the “V-Unit Soldiers.” 


399 BLACK 
(6’, 206, 5, NL) Leader of the creepy 
Order of the Neo Solar Temple stable is 
at home in the weird world of CHIKARA 
... Regularly teams with his “mini-mon- 
ster," Hydra, and the powerful 
Crossbones ... The threesome took part 
in the first annual King of Trios tourna- 
ment back in February ... His stable has 
racked up impressive wins over teams 
from various promotions every month 
thus far in 2007 ... Wrestles barefoot, 
but with a sparkly insect mask ... Lends 
his managerial insight to several inde- 
pendent tag teams ... His “Praying 
Mantis Bomb” drops opponents right on 
their heads. 


400 LANDELL (6, 
221, 4, NL) The reigning AWA/Zero-One 
Max U.S. champion ... Drafted. into 
Steve Corino's Extreme Horsemen 
group with C.W. Anderson and Simon’ 
Diamond ... He and Corino were AWA 
tag champions until March of this year 
when the duo was defeated by Xsiris 
and Ric Converse ... Regained the tag 
title with Jonnie Stewart as his partner 
in June, but they were immediately 
beaten by The Patriot and Buff Bagwell 
~e Now setting his sights on the AWA 
heavyweight title. 


401 GREAT SASUKE (s'2°, 120, 17, 
292) “Senator” Sasuke can now be found in the halls 
of the Japanese Diet as often as he's flying around the 
tings of Michinoku Pro, the northeastern independent 
company he founded back in 1993 ... His wrestling 
career has really slowed down over the past 18 
months, during which time he unsuccessfully ran for 
the governorship of Iwate ... Held the Tohoku tag title 
with Dick Togo in 2005 ... Won a tough match over 
proteges Shu and Kei Sato in March... He and new 
partner Rasse lost in their first outing to Togo and 
Masao Orihara .,. Favorite finishers include the “Royal 
Octopus” and the “Thunder Fire Bomb.” 


402 STRO (6'1”, 250, 19, 461) The 
“Maestro Of Wrestling” once competed under the name 
Gorgeous George Il... Currently reigns as champion of 
ACPW and MOW ... Captured his second ACPW title 
with a victory over Dave Renegade and has been 
defending the belt throughout North Carolina ... 
Sometimes escorted to the ring by Lady Amazon 
Had a bloody chain match with ivan Koloff this past year 
Feuding with The Barbarian, Hangtime, and Cold 
Cash D ... A regular with NWA Mountain State ... Calls 
his variation of the STF submission hold, “The Encore.” 


403 ACID 5:10", 195, 12, 416) Former 
Backseat Boy found success as a singles wrestler this 
year, capturing heavyweight gold in his home promo- 
tion of PWU ,.. Also toured with 
The Insane Clown Posse's JCW 
group .., Represented PWU in 
the King of Europe Cup, ousting 
British high-flyer Pac in the 
opening round ... Spent a good 
portion of the year chasing 
Devon Moore and his PWU 
heavyweight title .,. Still teams 
with Johnny Kashmere from time 
to time ... Acquired the nick- 
name “Holy Trent” this past year. 


404 NASTTY 


(6, 220, 4, 438) Wilmington, 
Delaware, native held the ECWA 
heavyweight championship for 
nearly 14 months before losing it 
to Aden Chambers in a four-way 
‘match in March ... Spent much 
of the past year embroiled in a 
bitter feud with Cheetah Master, 
who cost him the title when he 
attacked Nastty and then put 
Chambers on top of him for the 
Cover ... Nastty was fired from 
the promotion for attacking an 
official for refusing to grant him 
a match against Cheetah 
Master... Was reinstated in 
June after being allowed to sub- 


Ryker as Chase Del Monte’s partner in a match 
against Cheetah Master and Ace Darling... 
Tremendously popular among ECWA fans. 


405 ZENZEN (6'1”, 235, 6, NL) 


Former postal worker is now the longest-reigning 
Texas All-Star Wrestling heavyweight champion in that 
promotion’s 14-year history ... Fought off challenges 
from longtime rivals Bubba Lee Travis, Bobby 2 Badd, 
Voodoo, and Nick Daniels ... In February, he battled 
his toughest opponent to date, TNA superstar Samoa 
Joe ... Recently added what he calls the “Delivery 
Confirmation,” a variation of the Boston crab, to his 
ever-changing arsenal of offensive moves. 


406 (66", 276, 4, NL) Known as the 
“Mauler From Motown,” this Detroit native has left a 
trail of broken bodies to back up that nickname 
Has been in hot pursuit of the HWA heavyweight title 
for the better part of the year ... Made a dangerous 
enemy in Ala Hussein this year ... Managed by his 
girlfriend, Mary Elizabeth, a young lady who is not 
afraid to get physically involved in a match if needed 

A former HWA tag team champion ... Likes to 
mow down the competition with his version of the 
spear, known as the “D -Train.” 


407 ANDERSON (7, 230, 15, nu) 


Took the nickname “Enforcer,” claiming to be 


the nephew of Arn and Ole Anderson ... He certain- 
ly bears a resemblance to them ... Current general 
manager for Ultimate Wrestling, he is active both in 
the ring and behind the scenes ... Hasn't lived 
down losing a series of loser-wears-a-dress match- 
es in the now-defunct Pensacola Wrestling Alliance 
. Off-again, on-again rival of Bobby Doll ... 
Doesn't always see eye-to-eye with Ultimate 
Wrestling CEO Alexander Hearse Ill ... He brutalized 
Hearse in June ... Uses a spinebuster to finish off 
opponents, 


408 HORIGUCHI (5:10", 176, 3, 
NL) Breakout star of the current class of trainees from 
Ultimo Dragon's Mexico-based Toryumon gym, 
Horiguchi is poised to become a major star in the next 
couple of years ... Native of Kumamoto City is always 
decked out in red ring gear ... Started wrestling regu- 
larly with CMLL in April ... Defeated American inde- 
pendent Arik Cannon while on a U.S. tour ... The fol- 
lowing night, he won the UWA Hardcore lightweight 
title from Lionel Knight in Ontario and took the title 
back to Mexico ... His “Hiromi Buster” is an air raid 
rash onto the knee. 


409 FULLER (6'6", 300, 15, NL) The 
reigning Top Rope Promotions heavy- 
weight champion captured the title from 
Jay Jaillett in a lumberjack match in Fall 
River, Massachusetts, back in April ... 
Defended the title against B.K, Jordan in 
a violent no-DQ match in June ... Also 
competes for Big Time Wrestling and 
Showcase Pro Wrestling, two other New 
England independents ... “Big” Rick 
feuded with Eddie Edwards earlier in 
2007, with Fuller dominating the series 

Used a lumberjack gimmick during 
his stint in WCW years ago ... His finish- 
ing move starts like a chokeslam, but 
ends in a backbreaker, 


a0 LEE (62", 224, 5, 
NL) The man HWA fans call “High 10" 
recently became the HWA TV champion 
for a record fourth time, defeating 
Ganger in May ... Held on to the belt for 
only a few weeks before Ganger won it 
back ... Lee and his Foreign Intelligence 
tag team partner, Ala Hussein, had an 
amicable split in early-2007, with both 
men agreeing to focus on singles en- 
deavors ... For years, he was one of the 
most reviled personalities in the HWA, 
but that all changed the night Lee pub- 
licly fired his longtime manager, Patrick 
Black ... Claims to be the smartest man 


stitute for an injured Andrew 


in wrestling. 


4 NOVEMBER/2007 4 93 


4n SKY (5'10”, 183, 5, 364) 
Mainstay of California's Pro Wrestling Guerrilla has 
experience wrestling in both Mexico and Japan ... 
Spent his formative years teaming with Quicksilver as 
The Aerian Xpress ... Wrestled for MTV's short-lived 
Wrestling Society X ... Took a win over Matt Classic 
there, but was subsequently defeated by Matt Sydal 
... Lost a loser-leaves-PWG match to Frankie 
Kazarian in early-2007,.. Took time away from 
wrestling to record his-first hip-hop album, The 
Crossover, released in June ... Also competed for the 
AWS in California ... Finishing move is the “Blackout,” 
‘an implant DDT. 


M2 MAVERICK (6'1", 234, 8, 413) 
The reigning Hardcore Championship Wrestling heavy- 
weight champ has had.a vice-like grip on the belt 
since winning it in March 2006-.;..Regained the AWA 
‘Supreme heavyweight title in December 2006 for an 
unprecedented fourth time, defeating Robert Royale 

That same month, won the AWA Supreme tag title 
as well, with partner Eric Draven ... Tried to take over 
leadership of the Above the Law stable in February, 
causing the four-man group to split into two separate 
teams ... Also wrestled for NWA Bluegrass, Ohio 
Championship Wrestling, United States Wrestling 
Federation, and New Alliance Wrestling within the past 
year «:= Finishing move is known 
as the “Peacemaker.” 


a3 CLARK 
(5'6", 176, 7, 460) Former TNA 
star’ keeps himself busy on the 
Florida independent scene . 
Feuding with Steve Madison in Full 
Impact Pro, where he’s looking to 
impress Ring of Honor brass ... 
Had a tough time with rival Chasyn 
Rance earlier this year in AWA 
World-1 South ... Spent a little 
time on the sidelines following a 
severe back injury in February . 
Won the MXPW Florida J-Cup in 
April, last-defeating Jaison Moore 
«. Eamed the nickname “Mr, 630" 
for his incredible finisher, the “630 
Splash,” which brings him crash- 
ing down, back first, onto his 
unfortunate opponents. 


a4 BLADE (511°, 
192, 3, NL) Rhode Island native is 
best known for his body of work 
with Chaotic Wrestling ... Won the 
Chaotic Wrestling tag team title with 
Kid Mikaze in October of last year, 
defeating Max Bauer and Arch 
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Kincaid ... They held the belts for five months before 
Max Bauer and new partner Alex Arion unseated them 
in March ... Appears on New England area Ring of 
Honor cards, teaming with Eddie Edwards ... Ousted 
John Walters from NECW in a loser-leaves-NECW bout 
in March ... Debuted in Florida's FIP in June ... Named 
his signature move the “Switchblade.” 


5 (6'7", 174, 22, 385) Head trainer of 
Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon gave up his job there to tour 
with Dragon Gate in Japan this year ... Competed in 
one of Mexico's most talked-about matches this past 
year, losing his mask to Mistico in March ... Since los- 
ing his mask, he is introduced most places by his given 
name, Jorge Rivera ... One of Mexico's most respected 
‘mat men, he has a virtually limitless number of holds in 
his repertoire ... Racked up several wins teaming with 
his protégé, Skayde Jr., in Xalapa ... His “Skayde 
Especial” is like a backward la magistral cradle. 


a6 (6'9", 220, 8, NL) The Quebec 
champion has reigned supreme in Northern 
‘Championship Wrestling since May 2006 ... A native of 
Vienna, Austria, he has made successful defenses of 
the Quebec title against a who's who of Canadian 
wrestlers, such as Jake Matthews, Michael Von Payton, 
and Tank ... Won NCW's December “War Games” 
event against Dream Killer; the bout featured a host of 
past NCW champions ... Hurt in the "500" rankings by 
his lack of diversity; Bishop rarely competes outside his 
home province . .. His finisher is the “V-Shot.” 


4i ROC (5'6", 165, 5, NL) “Pure 
Dynamite" has made his presence known this year, 
with standout performances in IWA Mid-South, IPW, 
and CHIKARA ... Classic-style mat technician is well 
respected for his polite demeanor outside the ring ... 
Beat D-Von Fury for the IPW Mid-American title in 
February ... Went on to defeat Chad Collyer for the 
NWA Indiana State title in March ,.. Made an impres- 
sion in the fifth annual Young Lions Cup, advancing 
over Aaron Draven before losing in a semifinal to 
Ricochet ... Took an impressive win over Amigo 
‘Suzuki of the Toryumon in June ... Fell to Krazy K in 
the quarterfinals of July's Jeff Peterson Cup ... 
Signature move is a standing shiranui, 


418 HAWOE (e1", 170, 2, ny 
Fearless rookie Is right at home in the ultraviolent set- 
ting of Combat Zone Wrestling .., Competed in the 
fourth annual Young Lions Cup ... Participated in this 
year's Tournament of Death in Delaware, ousting 
Scotty Vortekz before being eliminated by eventual 
winner Drake Younger ina match in which weed- 
Whackers were legal fare ... Lost a violent singles 
match with Brain Damage at the New Alhambra in 
April... Has a devastating dragon suplex variation at 
his disposal, and he sometimes locks light tubes—or 
even a ladder—into the maneuver before launching 
his opponents, 


a9 REINER (@, 200, 15, wt) The man 
known as “Mr. Electricity" to Gulf Coast wrestling fans 
suffered a severe neck injury at the hands 
of the devious Sirus LaVey in Alabama 
back in February ... After missing only 90 
days, he teamed up with friend Kornbred 
and gained revenge on LaVey ... 
Competed for Dirty South Pro Wrestling 
and the ill-fated Gulf South Wrestling pro- 
motion over the past year ... Talented mat 
man sometimes gets involved in bloody 
hardcore brawls .... Nagging injuries accu- 
mulated over the years have kept him out 
of title contention ... Has made the shin- 
ing wizard his signature finishing move, 


420 WELLINGTON (, 
210, 6, NL) Not to be confused with the 
Beef Wellington who passed away in June, 
this is the Beef Wellington of the current 
day independent scene in Canada’... 
Earned a measure of fame by appearing 
with stateside independents such as 
CHIKARA, Jersey All-Pro Wrestling, and 
CZW in recent years ... Took a big win 
cover Giant Tiger at a March ISW event .. 
Regularly teams with Kid Kamikaze as 
“Hi-5” ... The partners were unsuccessful 
in their May title bout for the IWS tag belts 
opposite The Hardcore Ninjaz ... Actually 
wins matches by punching his opponents 
inthe rear end, 


421 SCARPONE (6'2”, 270, 5, nu) 
‘Midwest independent has improved his game this year 

.. Won the 3XW heavyweight title from Robert 
Anthony last June and held it for over five months ... 
Captured the MAW tag team title with Brandon 
Thomaselli ... Active thoughout lowa and Illinois ... 
Teamed up with Jerry Lynn to defeat Danny Daniels 
and Gage Octane ... Took a beating from Jay Ryan 
during their Texas bullrope match ... Failed in his April 
bid to capture the AAW title from Marek Brave ... Pet 
move is the “Fuggeddaboutit” power bomb. 


422 610", 217, 9, NL)\Mainstay of the 
Georgia independents is a powerful heavyweight and 
competent mat man’,., Best known for his days 
teaming with Kory “Rainman” Chavis, Onyx has no. 
problem getting things done in singles matches ... 
Has held the NWA Wildside junior heavyweight, TV, 
and heavyweight titles before the company became 
NWA Anarchy ... Spent the majority of 2006 honing 
his craft in Deep South Wrestling, when it was still a 
WWE developmental camp ... His finishing move, a 
wild DDT variation, is called “Blaqout,” 


423 KLEIN (6', 220, 5, NL) “mr. 
Insanity" practices his ultra-violent style as a regular 
competitor in CZW and IWA Mid South ,.. Won CZW's 
fron Man championship from D.J. Hyde in May ... A 
member of the aptly named Tough Crazy Bastards 
with partner and former foe Necro Butcher ... Several 
of Klein's blood-soaked brawls against Butcher are 
available for download’on the Internet ... Don't look 
for stepover toeholds in those matches ... Do look for 
‘tubs of scorpions, shattered light tubes, and Klein 
catching a computer monitor with his face ... A fre- 
quent competitor in the IWA’s King of the Death Match 
and CZW's Tournament of Death. 


424 WILLIAMS (6, 185, 5, nu 
“Astonishing” Aaron comprises one-half of The 
Mavericks along with his tag team partner, Alan 
‘Wasylychyn ... The Mavericks enjoyed a three-month 
reign as HWA tag team champions in the summer of 
2006, defeating one of the most dominant teams in 
HWA history, Foreign Intelligence .., Lost the belts to 
The Irish Airborne in October ... Often calls upon his 
knowledge of the martial arts while in the ring . 
‘Showed guts when he competed in a “War Games” 
cage match in December 2006 against doctor's orders 
after suffering a severe concussion just weeks before 
«+ Managed by Brock Guffman, 


425 FRAZIER 6:8", 215, 6, 399) The 
Baltimore native enjoyed tremendous success in the 
latter half of 2006, and has had a respectable 2007 
thus far ... Won the 2006 Shane Shamrock Memorial 
Cup to begin his string of victories last year ... Beat 
archrival Ruckus in a ladder match at Combat Zone 
Wrestling's Chris Cash Memorial Tournament ... 
Scored an amazing upset over A.J. Styles at a 
Maryland Championship Wrestling show last 


September ... Went on to defeat another rival, Steve 
Anthony, at an MCW show in late-2006 ... Defeated 
‘Alex Shelley to win his second MCW cruiserweight title 
.+. Lost to Josh Daniels in a qualifying match for the 
2007 Shane Shamrock Cup ... The facebuster and 
spinning heel kick are among his most effective 
impact moves. 


426 SHAI (:, 245, 8, 488) strapping 
Texan independent has been working on his mat 
game ... Forms the Re-Gex tag team with Mace .. 
Together, they've held a total of 10 separate tag team 
titles, four of which they won in the past year .. 
Wrestles for dozens of independent groups throughout 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Georgia, including XCW ... Wild 
attitude has earned him the tag of the “Psycho 
Superstar" .., Born in the 
Abusir area of Egypt, and 
spent part of his wrestling 
career in the African country 
«The flying DDT is his call- 
ing card, but lately he's made 
‘good use of the sharpshooter, 


427 DALTON 
(5'7", 200, 3, 445) Missouri 
native is making waves in the 
Texas independents these 
days .,. Won the RCW TV title 
in a one-night tournament, 
defeating Wally Darkmon, 
Mike Dell, and Ikaika in June 
«++ Followed up in July by 
winning the PCW UnCut 
heavyweight belt from Steve 
DeMarco .,. Defeated Khan 
for the ACW Texas State 
championship in January ... 
Went ona tear in March, win- 
ning the PCW UnCut tag team: 
belts with Macho Mike 
and then, with Joey Spector 
as his partner, captured the 
RCW tag title as well 

Broadened his repertoire by 
adding the superkick and senton to his arsenal, 


428 CHAWIS 6's", 224, 7, ny atter 
competing in the southeastern U.S, under the name 
“Rainman’ for years, ths talented heavyweight start- 
ad using his given name a litle over a year ago .. 
Halls from “The Dark City," wherever that might be ... 
Spent his formative years in NWA Wildside and NWA 
Anarchy, racking up championship runs as heavy- 
weight champ of both groups ... Along with frequent 
partner Onyx, briefly held the CZW tag team tte atthe 
end of 2006 ... Nicknamed the "Soul Assassin” .. 
Frequently appears in Florida's FIP promotion, looking 
for another chance to impress at Ring of Honor, FIP's 
sister promotion ... Calls his version of the Rydeen 
bomb the “Spinesplita,” 


429 GO SHIOZAKI (6, 220, 3, nu up-and- 
comer from Pro Wrestling NOAH branched out a bit 
this year, touring Europe to gain seasoning and expe- 
rience before returning to his native Japan ... The 
U.S. could be his next stop ... Making his way 
through the singles ranks while his mentor and 
‘sometimes-partner, Kenta Kobasti, is on the sidelines 
... Bounced back nicely from a broken jaw suffered 
in early-2006 ... Saw trios action this summer along- 
side Mitsuharu Misawa and Yoshinari Ogawa . 
Known for his suplexes, especially the fisherman and 
German variations. 


430 (6'2", 189, 7, 834) Known 
more for his eloquence on the microphone than his 
ability to win matches, he has been a part of California 
independent Pro Wrestling Guerrilla since the begin- 
ning ... Turned against former partner Super Dragon 
and began teaming with Disco Machine and “Mr. 
Wrestling” Kevin Steen ... Gained fame in CZW with 
tag team partner Beef Wellington ... Competed in the 
2006 edition of CHIKARA’s Young Lions Cup ... 
Commentates on many matches, even his own, for 
PWG DVDs ... Not as active as he was a year ago, 
he's been tasked with the odd job of serving as PWG's 
commissioner of Food & Beverage ... Favorite 
maneuvers include the tiger driver '98 (double-under- 
hook piledriver) and the heart punch. 
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431 TOBIN (67, 195, 10, nu) Ecwa 
competitor held the promotion’s Mid-Atlantic champi- 
onship-for-seven. months before losing it to Bryan 
Logan in October 2006 ... One-third of The Chick 
Magnets, along with partners Mozart Fontaine and 
Brian Soscia ... The threesome fell into some finan- 
cial straits, and even had a “tax representative” 
repossess some of their belongings during an ECWA 
show ... Tobin is known as the techni- 
cian of the trio, and pays.tribute to Paul 
Omdorff and Tully Blanchard in some of 
his signature offense ... The team’s fin- 
ishing move, the “Magnetizer,” is remi- 
niscent of The Hart Foundation's “Hart 
Attack”... Trained in Dory Funk Jr.'s 
Funkin’ Conservatory. 


432 ED GONZALES (5'10°, 220, 
3, NL) Slowly but surely climbing his way 
up the ladder in the Ohio-based Heartland 
Wrestling Association over the past year 

- Recently has become infatuated with 
“Hardcore” Heather Owens, one of the 
HWA’s most prominent females ... Along 
with Jake Simmons, he defeated Cody 
Hawk and Shark Boy to become the 
Buckeye’ Pro Wrestling tag team champi- 
‘ons in-May.... Ed's idea of training is 
smoking cigarettes and consuming alco- 
hol and gallons of American Idol Ice 
Cream ... His finishing move, the devas- 
tating “Montezuma’s Revenge,” always 
get his foes in the end (pun intended). 


433 STORM 9°, 223, 
3, 329) CHIKARA’s resident “tatfic regu- 
lator” teamed with mentor Mike 
Quackenbush and partner Jigsaw to win 
February's giant King of Trios tournament ... 


Has lost 
momentum as a singles competitor since vacating the 


Young Lions Cup last June ... He and Jigsaw came 
‘out on the losing end of their March tag title bout 
against Gran Akuma and Icarus ... Carries a stop sign 
with him to-the ring, which he can use to dictate the 
pace of a match ... Feud with Mitch Ryder spanned 
several months in mid-2007 ... Calls his shining wiz- 
ard finisher “That Japanese Move!” 


434 END 5°11”, 190, 5, nL) The 22- 
year-old Amsterdam-based cruiserweight is widely 
known on the European scene for his mix of traditional 
British style, lucha libre, and an array of martial arts 
.. Won the WXW (Germany) lightweight tourament, 
beating Emil Sitoci in the final ... Lost it to Pac in 
December ... Won a qualifying match over Wesley 
Croton and Tengkwa to become the Pro Wrestling 
Holland representative in WXW's 16-Carat Gold tour- 
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nament ... Holds a victory over Pro Wrestling NOAH 
rookie sensation Atsushi Aoki ... Likes to end his 
matches with the “Owari Death Combo #2," an Ace 
crusher-tumed-modified dragon sleeper. 


435 UNO (59°, 180, 3, ny) The “8-8 
Luchador” claims to hail from “The Mushroom 
Kingdom,” as his Super Mario Brothers-infuénced per- 
sona indicates... Took his biggest career win last June 
when he captured the IWS Canacian tte ina three-way 
dance that included Kenny the Bastard and Dan Payson 
last June ... Reigned for three months before losing to 


Jagged ... Forms The Super Smash Brothers with 
‘Stupified in the Canadian independents ... The duo is 
chasing the IWS tag titles ... Fared well in the fifth 
‘anal CHIKARA Young Lions Cup, beating Niles Young 
in the first round before being eliminated in the semifi- 
nals .... Favors the “M. Bison Stomp” as a finisher. 


436 MEN STEEL (6:4", 270, 11, ny) Nicknamed 
“The Machine,” this independent wrestler travels all 
throughout the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic states, but 
his home base is National Independent Championship 
Wrestling in Virginia ... Teamed with Damien James 
to defeat EI Scorpiono and Kris James for the NICW 
tag team title last October, but they lost the belts in 
mid-2007 ... Beat Scotty Blaze for the NICW heavy- 
weight title in April ... Began teaming with Boris 
Zhukov in the spring ... The unlikely duo has become 
quite popular ... Drives his opponents into the mat 
with his patented “Steel Bomb.” 


431 (6'11”, 225, 10, NL) Technician 
from the “Great White North” is a star in the Canadian 
independents, but is a relative unknown in other coun- 
tries ... Took part in NCW's violent five-on-five “War 
Games” event at the end of 2006, but was defeated 

Has focused his attention on Bishop throughout 
2007, trying to win back the NCW heavyweight title he 
held over a year.ago..... Defeated Jimmy Kraven in 
Montreal in March ... Teams on and off with fellow 
Canadian Nightmare ... Inventor of a strange pedigree 
variation called the “No Show” ... The fisherman 
buster is his calling card. 


438 (69°, 175, 6, 397) 
Ontario native is one-half of the popu- 
lar 2.0 tag team With Shane Matthews 
.. Won the IWS Canadian title in 
September of last year, and ran with it 
until Dan Paysan unseated him in 
December... With Matthews sidelined 
for a while, Jagged had'to make do on 
his own in, singles competition .. 
Earned a tryout with Ring of Honor 
during his singles stint ... Teamed 
with Matthews and Maxime Boyer for 
CHIKARA's King of Trios tournament in 
February, but the trio of Canadians 
was eliminated in the opening round 
.. His pet move is known as the 
“Jagged Edge.” 


439 CHILDS (510°, 
235, 8, 470) Bloodthirsty Texan is 
known for his incredible stamina in 
death matches ... Competed in both 
the IWA Mid-South King of the Death- 
match tournament and the Double 
Death tournament ... Highlight of the 
past year was teaming with Jacob 
Ladder as The Children of Pain to 
become the first Anarchy Championship 
Wrestling tag team champions ... The 
duo has also reigned as Texas Wrestling 
Entertainment tag champs all year long ... Feuding 
with Luke Hawx in Atlanta-based Pro Wrestling 
Evolution ... Accompanied to the ring by Rachel 
Summerlyn ... Uses a fireman's carry turned 
Michinoku driver to finish his matches; the move is. 
known as the “Fall From Grace.” 


440 ASH 04", 270, 8, 475) Held the 


3XW heavyweight ttle for two months after winning a 
February tournament final over Devin Carter ... Carter 
got his revenge in April, beating Ash for the title... 

Frequently competes for NWA No Limits and other 
Jowa-based independent leagues ... Trained under 
legendary figures Harley Race and Dory Funk Jr. ... 
Feuding with Robert Anthony and Tony Scarpone in 
3XW..... He and Gage Octane comprise the tag team 
known as The Blue Chippers ... Calls his crushing fin- 
isher the “Devastator.” 


4M (6'10", 330, 6, NL) Heavyweight from 
Montreal is a three-time NCW tag team champion, as 
part of the Armes De Destruction Massif stable with 
Mad Dog and Damian Steele ... Known throughout 
Quebec as the “Greek Powerhouse” ... Captured the 
FLQ title back in November, defeating Marc Monaco, 
but vacated the belt a month later ... Dispensed with 
manager Misty Haven in February and has been flying 
‘solo since ... Teamed with Dru Onyx to. defeat The 
‘Twin Terrors on a June NWA Quebec.card .., Uses a 
fire-thunder driver he calls the “Tankster” to finish his 
‘opponents, 


442 ANT (5's", 162, 2, NL) Insectoia 
grappler is one-third of The Colony, along with Fire Ant 
and Worker Ant in the Pennsylvania-based CHIKARA 
promotion ... Known for his array of saluting moves, 
including a saluting headscissor and saluting tope sul- 
cida .., Embroiled in a bitter rivalry with Ruckus, 
Sabian, and Joker in 2007 ... Cleanly pinned Sabian 
in April in tag action ,.. Was eliminated in the opening 
round of the fifth annual Young Lions Cup by ROH 
standout Rhett Titus ... Signature move is the saluting 
headbutt from the top rope, 


443 WHITE (576°, 170, 2, nt) quebec 
native first broke into the sport in Ireland, but now plies 
his trade back home in Canada ... In-ring 
antics earned him the nickname of 
“Superbrat” ... Took home the honors as 
NWA Rookie of the Year for 2006 ... Had 
a short reign as NWA British 
Commonwealth champ last year before 
losing to Paul Tracey in Ireland .., Spent 
‘some time in Los Angeles at the Inoki 
Dojo sharpening his mat game 
Recently debuted with IWS ... Is in pur- 
‘suit of the Canadian title held by Maxime 
Boyer ... Makes opponents tap out to his 
juiigatamae armiock. 


Ang WON PAYTON 
(5'11", 235, 9, NL) Canadian heavy- 
weight had his share of tough matches 
this past year, taking on stars such as 
Dustin Rhodes and Steve Corino ... 
Married to fellow pro wrestler Misty 
Haven ... A top star throughout the 
Quebec and Ontario provinces, he is rel- 
atively unknown outside of Canada ... In 
‘the past year alone, he has reigned as 
RWE heavyweight, CIWA heavyweight, 
AWA Quebec, and CPW tag team cham- 
pion ... Finisher is a twisting uranage 
‘Suplex known as the “Mindbender.” 


445 (6'6", 162, 7, 392) 
Undersized competitor is nothing short 
of a spark plug, dazzling fans with his 
quick, explosive offense. and surprising 
strength... Currently co-holds both the 


CZW and MCW tag team titles ... Part of the Blackout 
stable that also includes Ruckus, Joker, and Eddie 
Kingston ... Feuding with the members of The Colony. 
in CHIKARA’... A former CZW and UWA junior heavy- 
weight champion ... Sometimes managed by Chrissy 
Rivera ... Teamed with Joker for May's Candido Cup 
Tag Team Tournament in IWA Mid-South, but they 
were eliminated by Davey Richards and B.J. Whitmer 

«. Likes to tie his opponents in a knot and then sen- 
ton onto them from the top rope. 


446 COOK (50°, 201, 9, 480) 
“Sexy” Shawn is a Midwest independent star who 
wrestles primarily for NWA Indiana, NWA Midwest, and 
New Era Wrestling ... Became the most hated wrestler 
in. NWA Indiana after turning his back on longtime friend 
Billy Roc ... Currently in a feud with Roc over the NWA 
Indiana ttle, which Cook held as of press time ... Lost a 
tough match to TNA star Chris Harris and was hand- 
cuffed to his own partner, Dustin Lillard, after the match 
by Harris ... Finishing move is the “Blue Thunder 
Driver,” a back suplex turned power bomb, 


447 (5'8", 240, 26, NL) Native of Kalihi is 
the reigning IXWF/NWA Hawaii heavyweight champion 
.«» Won the title from Kaimana in May 2006 and has 
held it ever since .., Also held the IXWF hardcore title 


in the past ... Forms a regular tag team with Bushido. 
.» His name translates to “The Forbidden” ... 
Retained his Hawaiian heavyweight title in a recent 
bout over Super Typhoon ... Successfully turned back 
the challenge of Sick Dog in April, thanks to the use of 
a foreign object ... Nicknamed “Hawaiian Madness” 
vs. Brother of Hawaiian. wrestler Tiki... His pet move 
is the “Pumped-Up Elbowdrop.” 


448 (6, 255, 9, NL) Menacing Texan 
brought his rough-and-tumble style to unfortunate 
opponents all year long ... Teams with Seth Shai as 
The Re-Gex ... Together, they've held a total of 10 
separate tag team titles, four of which they have won 
in the past year ... Also won the Christian Wrestling 
Alliance tag title with “Dr. Death” Steve Williams, who 
‘was making a comeback from throat cancer ... This 
tag team specialist has also held over a dozen singles 
titles ... Feuding with IZW's Team Shenanigans, who 
have traded the tag title with The Re-Gex in their 
back-and-forth rivalry. 


449 QUELLET (6'1”, 245, 
20, NL) Three-time WWF tag champ as part of The 
Quebecers with Jacques Rougeau, 
this Canadian journeyman is one of 
his home country’s top talents ..., 
Was sidelined through a good chunk 
of 2006 with a biceps tear, but came 
back strong in 2007 ... Faced former 
‘tag partner Rhino (of TNA fame) in 
May, but was defeated ... Lends his 
voice to French-language broadcasts 
of TNA ... His May title match with 
IWS champ Viking ended in a no-con- 
test, thanks to outside interference .... 
Agile big man effortlessly executes 
his “Cannonball” senton, 


450 STARR (5:11", 
175, 2, NL) Young, impetuous, and 
extremely popular, Starr held the 
Texas All-Star Wrestling cruiserweight 
title through much of last year before 
losing it to longtime rival Justin Blaze 
in November 2006 ... Missed a 
month of action after sustaining a 
concussion at the hands of Blaze ... 
Regained the title from Blaze in March 
in their second barbed-wire death 
match ... That same month, teamed 
with Nick Daniels to win the TASW 
tag team title, making him a double 
champion for a brief time ... 
Dislocated his patella in May, leaving 
him sidelined at press time ... Uses 
‘the superkick and the shooting star 
press to finish off opponents, 
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451 RINAURO (5'9", 185, 5, 227) Cocky 
Italian is a regular throughout the southeastern inde- 
pendents, including FIP, NWA Anarchy, and NWA 
Bluegrass ... With Tony Mamaluke, had a brief reign 
as Ring of Honor tag champs in 2005 ... Now teams 
with Jason Blade and Chasyn Rance as part of the 
Becky Bayless-managed Young, Rich, and Ready for 
Action stable ... Tried to take the FIP championship 
from Roderick Strong in April, but was defeated .. 

Challenged Mike Quackenbush for the IWA Deep 
South title in May, but couldn't capture that belt either 
«+ Utlizes a terrific springboard enzuigir, 


452 GOWEN «, 
179, 4, NL) Former WWE stand- 
out continues to amaze audi- 
ences and defy the odds ... Lost 
his left leg to cancer at age eight, 
but did not let that stop him from 
realizing his dream .., Returned 
to TNA in October at Bound for 
Glory, competing in the Kevin 
‘Nash Invitational Battle Royal .. 
Toured the United States as part 
of The Insane Clown Posse's JCW 
.. Made his ROH debut last 
October in a match against 
Delirious .... Defeated Gargano to 
win the Cleveland All Pro junior 
heavyweight title in February . 
‘An inspiration to fans everywhere. 


433 PALAZZO 
(6, 220, 6, NL) The reigning 
African Wrestling Alliance cruis- 
erweight champion has quickly 
become one of South Africa's 
hottest talents ... Retained his 
title in a brutal ladder match 
opposite Vinnie Vegas and 
William McQueen that garnered a 
‘swell of local publicity for the 
participants back in June ... 
Surprisingly powerful for a cruis- 
erweight, he’s more likely to be 
in a bloody brawl! than a high-fly- 
ing exhibition ... Known as the “Italian Stallion” . 
Favorite move is the Ace crusher, which he can per- 
form from virtually any angle or position, 


454 SUZUKI (5:7", 163, 4, 380) 
Japanese up-and-comer wrestes all throughout Mexico 
.. A protégé of Skayde and Negro Navarro... Wears a 
red, white, and green sarape to the ring, and usually 
dons a sombrero .. Failed in his May te shot against 
UWA lightweight champion Lionel Knight ... Sent othe 
US. as a representative of Utimo Dragon's Mexico gym 
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for CHIKARA’s fifth annual Young Lions Cup in June . 
Defeated the NWA’s Rex Sterling before being ousted in 
the semifinal round by Lince Dorado ... Previously 
wrestled under the name Chuichiro Arai ... Executes 
‘one of the most graceful tiger suplexes you'll ever see. 


455 HAWK (67, 195, 8, nt) Became 
nationally known during the brief run of Wrestling 
Society X on MTV ... Has spent much of his career in 
the California independents ... A regular with CZW and 
PWU in the past year ... Locked in a heated rivalry with 
Aramis in PWU ... Beat Aramis in a three-way dance 
that also included Lucky in April ... Formed a success- 
ful duo with Alkatrazz in WSX ,.. Lost a tough match to 
Vampiro in February ... Away from wrestling, Hawx is a 
budding actor ... Executes an effortless 450 splash, 


TORRES 5111", 230, 5, nu) 


‘Streetwise Bronx native competes in the New Jersey- 
based Independent Wrestling Federation, having grad- 
uated from the promotion's wrestling school in 2003 
.. Wore the IWF heavyweight belt for eight months 
before losing the title to Franciz in controversial fash- 
ion in July ... Torres had already hit his patented 
“Bronx Bomb” finisher when members of IWF 
Commissioner Rich Ross’ “Family” distracted the ref- 
eree and allowed Franciz to recover and hit a spinning 
sideslam for the pinfall ... A former IWF tag team 


champion with Latin Revolution partner Antonio Rivera 
.. Proud Dominican-American wears his country's 
flag on his ring gear. 


457 (6'1", 230, 4, NL) Masked man 
from California began his career at Revolution Pro, 
where he trained under Super Dragon before moving 
to Pro Wrestling Guerrilla ... Teamed sporadically 
with Kevin Steen and Excalibur, but was never made 
a full member of the SBS stable ... After SBS dis- 
solved, he began teaming with Alex Koslov ... Split 
from Koslov last year and has been a singles 
wrestler ever since ... Competed in the 2006 Battle 
of Los Angeles tournament, falling to eventual winner 
Davey Richards ... So far this year, he's taken 
impressive wins over SHINGO, Matt Sydal, and Scott 
Lost ... Took his first victory over mentor Super 
Dragon in January ... Finishing maneuver is the 
Death Valley driver, 


458 CROSS 2", 260, 3, ny 
The Harley Race Wrestling Academy graduate 
became the youngest WLW champion in history 
by winning the belt at age 20 from Wade Chism 
last August ,,. With partner Ace Steel, he wres- 
tled KENTA and Naomichi Marufuji in September 
2006 ... Lost the WLW championship to Trevor 
Murdoch in December ... With partner Dinn T. 
Moore, he wrestled The Highlanders on Heat in 
February ... Toured with Pro Wrestling NOAH in 
Japan in April... Teamed with Joe Legend for 
non-title matches against GHC tag champs 
Takeshi Rikioh and Jun Akiyama. 


459 DRAVEN (6'1", 199, 15, ny 
Has worn AWA Supreme heavyweight champi- 
onship gold for eight months after winning the 
title from Chris Blayze ... Confines his activity 
chiefly to the Indiana and Kentucky areas .. 
Named after James O’Barr's famous comic 
book character “The Crow" .., Feuded with Rob 
Royal and The Blackhearts all year... He and 
partner Johnny Strattlin are three-time AWA 
Supreme tag champs ... Together, they took a 
big win over The Rock ‘n' Roll Express this past 
yeat ... Uses-a triple-jump moonsault to end his 
matches, 


460 CHISM ('2", 250, 6, ny 
No-nonsense Missouri native “Wild Wade" is a 
regular with World League Wrestling ... A graduate 
of the Harley Race Wrestling Academy ... Became a 
five-time WLW heavyweight champion by defeating 
‘WWE developmental talent Keith Walker in a lumber- 
jack match in July 2006 ... Lost the belt to Daniel 
Cross just one month later ... Completed his first 
tour with Pro Wrestling NOAH in Japan in October 
2006 ... Became a three-time WLW tag team cham- 
pion, winning the title with Mike DiBiase... Featured 
humerous times on WWE programming ... Has @ 
great Samoan drop. 
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461 (6'5", 175, 9, NL) Veteran cruiser- 
weight primarily appears in the Pittsburgh-based 
International Wrestling Cartel ... Spent much of 2006 
in The Unholy Alliance with Shirley Doe, Sebastian 
Dark, Dean Radford, and Abyss ... Dominated his 
feud with Troy Lords for several months, injuring 
Lords’ knee ... Lords finally got his revenge in 
November 2006 ... Made quick work of Brother Runt 
in the quarterfinals of this year's Super Indy 
Tournament ... Recently debuted for Cleveland All-Pro 
‘Wrestling, defeating Zach Gowen for the CAPW junior 
heavyweight title ... Appears with AZW in Hawaii, 
where he had a memorable match with Matt Cross ... 
Trained in both the United States and Japan, including 
a stint under the tutelage of Dory Funk Jr. 


462 KASHMERE (s'9°, 200, 9, 
NL) New Jersey native founded Pro Wrestling 
Unplugged and serves as trainer at its wrestling acad- 
emy ... Feuded with The Sandman last year, before 
The Sandman headed to WWE ... Sporadically 
‘appears with the Insane Clown Posse’s traveling JCW 
group ... Best known for his days teaming with Trent 
Acid as The Backseat Boyz ... The Backseats defeat- 
ed the Angus Brothers at PWU's October 2006 tag 
team tournament, but were then eliminated by All 
Money is Legal’... Managed by Dewey Donovan and 
John House ... The “Cradlebreaker" is his 

pet finisher, 


463 GAMBINO 5's", 202, 
4, NL) Lost the Empire Wrestling 
Federation heavyweight title to Joey 
Harder in January and found the experi- 
ence liberating ... Took off for Mexico in 
the wake of the loss, where he saw action 
with Ultimo Dragon's Toryumon .. 
Wrestled at Arena Mexico with Negro 
Navarro and Amigo Suzuki in May ... Also 
‘saw action in Naucalpan’s IWRG group .. 
Defeated Johnny Starr in a loser-leaves- 
EWF match ... Competed some in Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla, with limited success 
.. His signature submission is known as | 
the “Gambino Tap Trap.” 


464 MACK (5'11°, 188, 6, 


NL) Once known as Krazy K, Mack has 
been on a roll, reigning as AWA light 
heavyweight champion almost continu- 
ously since July 2005 ... Made notewor- 
thy defenses recently against Chris Sabin, 
Davey Richards, and Tony Kozina ... 
Teams with brother T.J. as Team Macktion 
<s, They were AWA tag team champions 
for'a stint last summer ... Appeared on 
TINA together last September, losing to 
LAX eam Macktion has been feuding 
with David Young and Elix Skipper in the 
UWE ... Amy Dumas-has been helping 
them in the feud, which is no coincidence, 


‘as both are protégés of The Hardys ... Finisher is the 
“OverDoze.” 


465 RANCE (69°, 187, 8, 450) 
Formed a group with Steve Madison known as the YRR 
(Young, Rich, & Ready for Action) in Florida's FIP ... 
Recruited others such as Kenny King and Sal Rinauro 
and ran through FIP’s roster, taking wins over Sean 
Waltman, Roderick Strong, Erick Stevens, and Colt 
Cabana ... Competed for TNA, facing stars ’such as 
Monty Brown and LAX this past year ... Participated in 
the first YaPro Cup, defeating Nooie Lee and Jerrelle 
Clark before falling in the finals to Erick Stevens ... 
Captured the AWA World-1 COPW championship and 
reclaimed the Sunray cruiserweight title this past year. 


466 KERMON (5:10", 194, 7, nu) 


“Rampage” John began his career as an overweight 
rookie and has transformed himself into a physical 
specimen over the past few years ... Virginia native 
has a hot temper, sometimes ignoring the referee's 
orders to the point of losing by disqualification ... The 
former KYDA heavyweight champion is embroiled in 
an intense feud with current champion Christian York 

.. In the Delaware-based ECWA, he goes by the 
name Kermon the German ... Teams in ECWA with 


Max Von Bauer as The Berlin Bad Boys. 


467 HAWKE (5'2", 176, 5, nu) 
Obnoxious Montreal native has started to break out 
not just north of the border, but in the U.S. as well ... 
Fared well in CHIKARA'’s fifth annual Young Lions Cup 
tournament, beating Tim Donst before falling to Billy 
Roc in the semifinals... Hot temper often causes the 
redhead to lose focus in mid-match ... Beat rival 
Player Uno in May under controversial circumstances 
... Lost his biggest match ever, to indy veteran Mike 
Quackenbush, in June ... His “Toma-Hawke" finisher 
drives opponents face-first into the canvas. 


468 DANIELS ('2", 215, 10, 404) 
‘Owner of All-American Wrestling in the Midwest, he's 
also seen action in Ohio Championship Wrestling and 
WAR ... His 2006 feud with Egotistico Fantastico 
(Robert Anthony) ended when Egotistico signed his 
WWE developmental deal, and Daniels never got his 
revenge ... Lost the NWA Midwest Heartland title to 
Ryan Boz after an 18-month reign ... Lost a title bout 
against Florida Heritage champ Erick Stevens in May ... 
Feuding with students Marek Brave and Tyler Black, 
with whom he once tagged ... Took a month off in 
January after a severe beating from Black 
«. The two are now bitter enemies ... 
Favorite move is the piledriver. 


469 HARDER (5"10°, 193, 
3, NL) The franchise player of California's 
Empire Wrestling Federation, he's been 
Cruiserweight, tag team, and heavyweight 
champion all within the past year ... 
Teams with Hook Bomberry as The Iron 
Express ... The championship duo is 
always at each other's throats, even when 
they're winning ... Defeated Bino Gambino 
in January to become EWF heavyweight 
champion ... Held the belt until the end of 
June when he was unseated by Dan 
Kobrick ... Also competes for Battleground 
Pro in Southem California ... His fall-away 
slam variation is known as the “Hard Way." 


470 TED DIBIASE JR. (64°, 220, 
1, NL) A graduate of the Harley Race 
Wrestling Academy, Ted Jr. debuted in July 
of last year with his legendary father, “The 
Million-Dollar Man,” looking on ... Worked 
his way up in WLW and eamed a few title 
matches ... Toured with Pro Wrestling 
NOAH in Japan in April ... Was asked to 
retum for a second tour in May ,.. Lost a 
tough match in June to Akitoshi Saito ... 
Received a WWE developmental contract 
and is assigned to Florida Championship 
Wrestling ... His signature move is called 
the “Dream Crusher.” 
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471 BOBBY 2 BADD 4", 224, 8, nya 
wild and rugged veteran trained by Necro Butcher, 
Bobby has become.a perennial favorite in Texas 
All-Star Wrestling ... One of only two men to 
achieve the TASW grand slam, winning all four of 
‘the promotion's championships .., Has competed 
in several promotions throughout Texas, including 
NWA Southwest ... His eight-month reign as TASW 
hardcore champion was ended in March by Mr. 
Mayhem .,, Holds victories over heavyweight 
champ Scott Zenzen, but various feuds have dis- 
tracted him from pursuing the TASW title ... After 
a brief feud with T-Bone, has taken the monstrous 
newcomer under his wing, and the two are now a 
team ... Utilizes the “2 Badd Slam” to finish his 
matches, 


472 DICK RICK (671”, 220, 4, nt) Maryland 
native's model good looks and eye for fashion have 
earned him the reputation of being the Heartland 
Wrestling Association's only male diva ... Battled in 
a series of matches with Chad Collyer for the HWA 
heavyweight title, eventually going down in defeat in 
the fall of 2006 ... Took off for the West Coast in the 
wake of a loser-leaves-town match with Collyer, 
where he competed briefly for UPW ... In early- 
2007, he made his return to the HWA, more focused 
than ever on becoming the heavyweight champion 

. The multi-talented Rick composed his own 
entrance music entitled “I Am Dick Rick.” 


473 JUSTYN GLORY (6, 210, 6, nu) Former 
AWA World Star heavyweight champion has been 
hot on the trail of Chris Triumph, whom he feels 
took “his” championship belt ... Has wrestled 
throughout the New England scene these past few 
years ... Held the heavyweight title in the New York- 
based Pro Wrestling Revolution group, where he’s 
feuding with Lamar Braxton Porter ... Came close to 
beating Steve Corino in a number-one contender's 
match for the AWA title ... Forces his opponents 
into submission with his reverse Texas cloverleaf 
hold, which he calls the “Wrath Of Glory.” 


474 1.7. STAR (6', 190, 5, nu) independent 
wrestler from Nova Scotia makes his home in the 
Ohio-based Heartland Wrestling Association ... The 
self-proclaimed "Metric Mandingo,” Star came 
close to winning both the HWA heavyweight and TV 
titles over the past year, but it was in the tourna- 
ment for the resurrected HWA Bar Room Brawler 
Trophy where J.T. shined ... He defeated both Terik 
the Great and Ed Gonzalez in April to win the prize 
vs. Has appeared on Ring of Honor “Do Or Die" 
cards, where he's looked impressive ... Finishes off 
the competition with a move he calls “Chocolate 
Thunder.” 
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475 SHANE MATTHEWS 
(5'10", 188, 5, 393) Loudmouthed 
Canadian is best known for his tag 
team with Jagged ... Was sidelined 
for part of 2006 with a knee injury 
..» Competes all over Canada and 
in the States with groups such as 
IWA Mid-South and CHIKARA ... 
Teamed with Jagged and Maxime 
Boyer for February's King of Trios 
tournament in Pennsylvania, but 
was beaten by eventual winners 
Mike Quackenbush, Jigsaw, and 
Shane Storm ... He and Jagged 
advanced over The North Star 
Express in May's Candido Cup tag 
tournament before losing to Cheech 
and Cloudy ... The “Dario Effect" is. 
his finisher of choice. 


476 REX STERLING (5°, 
170, 3, NL) NWA star made quite 
an impact this year, first winning 
the WZW heavyweight title at the 
first annual RAGE Carter Cup in 
February ... Lost to Damien Wayne 
in his ROH debut in June .., Three 
weeks later, he participated in 
CHIKARA’s fifth annual Young Lions 
Cup as a representative of the 
NWA; he was eliminated by Amigo Suzuki ... 
Nickname is the “Rising Star” ... A semi-regular 
with FIP in Florida, this North Carolina native has 
started to branch out in 2007 ... Feuding with Sean 
Denny in the Mid-Atlantic states ... Throws a 
wicked superkick. 


477 JASON GORY ('6", 160, 3, nt) The 
young high-flyer has grown to become one of the 
top prospects in the Pittsburgh-based International 
Wrestling Cartel ... Feuded with Larry Sweeney last 
year over the ICW/ICWA Texarkana TV title ... The 
feud quickly became violent when Sweeney pile- 
drove Gory outside the ring ... Recovered and 
defeated Sweeney in an “Eye Of The Hurricane” 
match ... Switched his focus to tag team wrestling, 
pairing with Shiima Xion ... The duo captured the 
IWC tag team title in December ... Lost the belts to 
The Gambinos after three months ... Won a four- 
way match to capture the IWC Super Indy title in 
May ... Finishes off opponents with a tombstone 
variation called “Trepidation,” 


478 DARIN CORBIN (5:10", 195, 3, 439) 
Minnesota native is one-half of the 3XW tag team 
champion North Star Express with Ryan Cruz ... 
Challenged Claudio Castagnoli and Chris Hero for 
CHIKARA’s Campeonatos de Parejas in September, 
but faced defeat in the final fall ... Competed in IWA 
Mid-South's Candido Cup ... Wears an LED scrolling 
belt to the ring with insulting messages for his 


opponents or the audience ... Defeated his mentor, 
Arik Cannon, for the IWA heavyweight title, then lost 
it to Trik Davis ... Participated in the 2007 edition of 
CHIKARA’s Young Lions Cup ... Scored the biggest 
win of his career by pinning Jerry Lynn. 


479 HOOK BOMBERRY (5:7”, 185, 6, nu) 
California independent works all over the state, but 
is at home in the Empire Wrestling Federation ... 
Held the EWF tag team title with Joey Harder, and 
‘they reigned for seven months until losing in April to 
Brandon Nitro and Johnny Dynamite ... Couldn't 
take Ryan Taylor's EWF cruiserweight belt from him 
in their recent title bout ... Defeated Kageki Pro star 
Kagrra in May ... Got his start at Pro Wrestling Iron, 
and has also been seen in Pro Wrestling Guerrilla 
from time to time ... Likes to use the Michinoku dri- 
ver on unsuspecting opponents, 


480 MIME DiBIASE (6°, 200, 1, nu) A grad- 
uate of the Harley Race Wrestling Academy, this 
third-generation wrestler made his debut in World 
League Wrestling in July 2006, teaming with his 
brother, Ted DiBiase Jr. while his dad, Ted Sr., 
observed ... In September, Mike was selected to 
tour with Pro Wrestling NOAH in Japan, but was 
unable to go due toa knee injury ... In December, 
DiBiase and Wade Chism ended the year-long reign 
‘of WLW tag team champions Ty Dalton and Angelo 
in St. Louis ... They had to relinquish the belts in 
March because of DiBiase’s knee injury. 


481 WALENTINE (5'9°, 205, 2, nu) 
The “Ace Of Hearts” in Pennsylvania's Pro Wrestling 
Entertainment group, this muscular youngster is turn- 
ing heads wherever he goes ... The more successful 
half of “Simply The Best,” his on-again, off-again tag 
team with Jey Graham ... Spent most of the past 12 
months fighting Gran Akuma and Icarus for the PWE 
tag team championship ... Held the belts until April, 
when they were defeated by Los Ice Creams .. 
Competed in last year's Young Lions Cup for CHIKARA 
... A favorite of female fans ... Uses a tiger driver to 
end his matches. 


482 BISHOP @,, 218, 6, ny 
Texas-based independent wrestler ditched his 
“Prodigy” nickname and is now “All That” ... Spent 
two years on the sidelines after suffering a broken 
neck ... He returned in top form in the summer of 
2006 ... Had several bloody battles with his ex-part- 
ner, Dark Clown, culminating in the unmasking of his 
rival .... Won the XMW suicide title from Dark Clown 
in October of last year and held it for five months ... 
Lost a loser-leaves-West Virginia match to A.J. Rayne 
that effectively ended his partnership with Aaron 
Phillips ... In pursuit of the Coastal Wrestling 
Federation heavyweight title. 


483 SMOTHERS ('1”, 227, 25, 
409) The ageless veteran is still going as strong as 
ever and threatening “Ultra Mega Mass Homicide” to 
all that oppose him ... Appeared several times for 
1PW in England as a top contender to the 1PW tag 
title with partner Chris Hamrick ... Had several tough 
encounters with Al Snow in England ... Stayed in 
Europe for a three-month tour at the tail-end of 2006 
... Retumed to Cleveland All Pro Wrestling early this 
year and defeated Claudio Castagnoli for the CAPW 
heavyweight title... Has successfully defended the 
title against men such as Rhino and Buff Bagwell ... 
As crafty and conniving as ever, Tracy is still “fightin’ 
for his life,” but he rarely loses. 


484 CHILDS (6:, 198, 5, nt) Top 
star of Australian independent Pro Wrestling Alliance 
Queensland, Childs has proven his dominance all year 
long, including capturing the PWA International cham- 
pionship ... Took a key win over American indepen- 
dent Chris Hero in May ... That same month, he 
scored submission wins over Champagne Pyro, Dal 
Knox, and Davey Deluxeo ... Retained his title in a 
hard-fought bout with Damian Slater in July ... Hails 
from the Gold Coast of Queensland ... Has also 
reigned as IPW New Zealand champion in the past .. 

Just 24 years of age, he's already developed into one 
of the Australian continent's most well-rounded ath- 
letes ... Makes his opponents tap out to his signature 
“Dragon Necklock.” 


485 (6'11", 205, 4, NL) The 
self-proclaimed "Wacky Iraqi" captured the HWA tag 
team title with Quinten Lee last September ... After 


losing the belts to The Irish Airborne and being unable 
to regain them, Hussein and Lee fired their long-time 
manager, Patrick Black, and decide to go their sepa- 
rate ways ... Hussein is known for using a fork on his 
‘opponents, which pleased the bloodthirsty fans of the 
HWA ... Also competes for Buckeye Pro Wrestling in 
Ohio ... A master of the camel clutch. 


486 RIVIERA (6'2", 241, 3, 486) Hard- 
working and long-traveling independent wrestler has 
had a busy year, competing for Mid-South Pro 
Wrestling, NWA Universal, Arkansas Wrestling 
Entertainment, and Rampage Pro Wrestling for 
‘Starters ... Tag team partner is Jeff Jett and together 
‘they are known as Reckage & Romance ... In March, 
they beat Tony Gunn and Don Bass to win the vacant 
MSPW tag team title ... Fined $1,500 when he bodys- 
lammed MSPW official Josh Hogan in a match when 
he was on the verge of defeat ... Manager Boyd 
Bradford is usually on hand to shine his shoes ... 
Signature move is the “One Night Stand.” 


487 ROBINSON (2°, 255, 
9, NL) Veteran of hardcore and death matches gives it 
his all on tour with the Insane Clown Posse's JCW, as 
well as with the Pennsylvania-based Pro Wrestling 
Unplugged ... In the past year, he has held the JCW 
heavyweight, PWU hardcore, and MAW tag team title 
(with Hardcore Craig) ... Feuding with Mitch Page 
and Trent Acid ... He and 2 Tuff Tony are collectively 
known as The Hatchet Boyz ... They handed The Iron 
Saints one of their only losses this year... His combi- 
nation cobra clutch with a Russian legsweep is 
known as the “Boot Camp.” 


488 JEY GRAHAM 5:9", 195, 2, nt) son of 
independent veteran Johnny Graham, Jey makes 
his home in Pennsylvania-based Pro Wrestling 
Entertainment, where he's held tag team gold ... 
Forms a championship duo with Shane Valentine, 
and has also been a tag champ with his father ... 


Graham and Valentine reigned as PWE tag champs 
for 11 months before being beaten in April by Los 
Ice Creams ... Recently debuted in West Virginia 
with Championship Pro Wrestling ... Spent a little 
time on the sidelines in 2006 following a knee 
injury ... Knocks opponents out cold with his terrif- 
ic superkick. 


489 (6'9", 175, 5, NL) Independent 
wrestler from New York carved out his niche of 
regional fame on the New Jersey circuit .. Calls him- 
self "Da Good Guy,” which more often than not is 
false ... Currently holds the Jersey All-Pro Wresting 
tag team tile with Jay Lethal ... Also a three-time 
former JAPW lightweight champ ... Defeated 
Nobutaka Moribe in the International Wrestling Cartel 
to qualify for the sivth annual Super Indy Tournament 
.. Defeated Sonjay Dutt in the Super Indy quarteri- 


nals in May before narrowly losing to eventual winner 
Larry Sweeney in the semifinals... Made his return 
to Ring of Honor in June, teaming with Deranged ... 
Finishes opponents with a sickening move he calls 
“South Of Heaven.” 


490 PHILLIPS (6'3", 350, 6, 
NL) Independent wrestler from Daytona Beach 
makes his home at the Heartland Wrestling 
Association ... Nickname is “Deja Vu,” but his tre- 
mendous size has caused him to be re-dubbed 
“Big Vu" by the fans of the HWA ... Teams with 
Andre Heart to form The GP (Gangsta Pimp) Code 

Known as a gentle giant outside the ring, but, 
inside the ring, he can be as dangerous as.a grizzly 
bear if provoked ... Put Sean Casey out of action 
with a broken ankle after an incident involving a 
tanning bed and a thong .., Possesses tremendous 
stamina for a man his size ... Crushes foes with 
his big splash. 
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491 JUSTIN BLAZE (5'5°, 140, 4, nt) Despite 
enjoying a successful career as an underdog 
favorite in Texas All-Star Wrestling, Blaze changed 
his stripes during a long, frustrating losing streak ... 
His attitude change has reversed his fortunes ... 
Traded the Texas All-Star Wrestling cruiserweight 
title with perennial rival Dylan Starr ... Formed a 
winning tag team with former rival Riley Burke and 
they are pursuing the TASW tag title ... Among the 
smallest professional wrestlers in Texas, Blaze has 
also appeared in GCPPW and QFC ... Mastered the 
Canadian destroyer piledriver made famous by 
Petey Williams, 


492 DUSTIN THOMAS (5°, 220, 3, nu) 
Midwest independent enjoyed his greatest success 
this year in the Cincinnati area ... Held the Northern 
Wrestling Federation's Bonekrushers title for 18 
months, simultaneously holding the NWF tag team 
title with King Kahuna ... His faction, The Protected 
Ones, consisting of Roger Ruffen and Ryan Stone, 
spent most ofthe year feuding with Abyss and Chris 
Harris of TNA fame ... A top contender for the 
Buckeye Pro Wrestling heavyweight title ... Lost a 
close match to Kip James in South Bend, Indiana ... 
Uses the sit-down chokeslam as his finishing 
maneuver, 


493 JOEY SPECTOR ('c°, 180, 6, 
NL) A mainstay of River City Wrestling in 
Texas, this cruiserweight has been 
wrestling since the tender age of 16 ... 
Held the RCW tag team title with Wally 
Darkmon last year, and then picked up the 
nickname “Ring King” ... Now part of the 
Hardbodies stable with Andy Dalton and 
J.T. Lamotta, and they are the reigning 
RCW tag champs ... Competes with NWA 
affiliate throughout Georgia, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana ... Had a hard time in bouts 
with Hotstuff Hernandez and Kazushi 
Miyamoto this past year ... Uses a reverse 
face-buster move he has dubbed the 
“Time-Ender.” 


494 EMIL SITOCI :, 133, 6, 359) 
This grappler from Ede, Netherlands, has 
started to show a bit of a narcissistic streak 
in the past year or so ... Wrestles every- 
where from Austria to Belgium, and as far 
north as Norway ... In the past year, he's 
even toured South Africa, with past stops in 
the US. to his credit ... Had a long reign as 
WRW lightweight champion in Germany 
before being unseated by fellow Dutch 
wrestler Tommy End in September of last 
year, ending his reign of just over 14 


months ... Had his highest-profile singles match to 
date in July, when he wrestled top Dragon Gate star 
CIMA ... A former FCW lightweight champion, he is 
currently the FCW Netherlands champ ... Career 
has cooled off a bit since last year. 


495 ERIC FANTABULOUS (61", 229, 6, 
NL) Considers himself to be “the hooligan” of pro 
wrestling, but don’t tell that to CMLL star Hooligan 
.. Smashmouth style has brought him singles suc- 
cess in Midwest Wrestling Alliance, NWA Midwest, 
and the West Texas Wrestling Alliance, but he's best 
known for his mat skills ... Has held both the MWA 
(Omaha) championship, and the MWA TV title ... 
Lost the MWA belt to Blade in a cage match in June 

. Managed by Amy Ireland ... Has competed in 
Australia, where he’s won gold with Oceana Pro 
Uses the “Falcon Arrow” to put opponents down for 
the three-count. 


496 PATRICK BRINK ('3", 245, 7, nu) 
Maryland independent was formerly known as 
Genesis ... Teamed with The Bruiser to defeat 
Scott Fowler and Jason Static for the Maryland 
Championship Wrestling tag team title .. Genesis 
and Bruiser became the most dominant duo in 
MCW since the promotion's resurrection in 2006 ... 
Lost the belts to Kelly Bell and Buzz Stryker last 


December ... The Bruiser turned against Genesis 
later that night ... Dropped the Genesis name at 
that point ... Now a fan favorite ... Still feuding 


with his former mentor, The Bruiser ... Utilizes leg- 
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drops, clotheslines, and even shoulder tackles from 
the top rope ... Warns opponents that they are on 
the “brink of disaster.” 


497 QUICKSILWER (6, 174, 4, 373) This 
high-flyer from California is best known as a tag 
team wrestler ... Spent the first two years of his 
career teaming with Scorpio Sky as The Aerial 
Xpress ... Voted Southern California Tag Team of 
the Year several years running ... Teamed with El 
Generico throughout 2006 as Cape Fear, finally win- 
ning the PWG tag team title in December ... Held 
the PWG tag team championship three times, once 
with Chris Bosh, once with Scorpio Sky, and once 
with El Generico ... Forced to vacate the title in 
March due to numerous concussions ... Signature 
move is the “Silverado” spinebuster. 


498 BRIAN BLADE (3°, 250, 4, 
NL) Independent Nebraskan grew up idolizing Hulk 
Hogan, and even uses the big boot routinely ... Along 
with his trainer and tag team partner Austin Storm, 
Blade has risen through the ranks of the Texas-based 
XCW, even main-eventing one of their recent On 
Demand pay-per-view programs ... Defeated Eric 
Fantabulous in a violent steel cage match in Omaha to 
capture the MWA title ... Regularly appears in Kansas, 
lowa, and other Midwestern states ... Not afraid to 
break the rules if it suits his ends ... Calls his variation 
of the F-5 the “Slingblade.” 


499 WINCENT NOTHING 6:2", 223, 3, 
NL) Forms the team Faith in Nothing with tag, 
partner Christian Faith ... Captured the CAPW tag 
title in the fall of 2006 and has been virtually 
unstoppable ever since ... Defeated top con- 
tenders trish Airborne and Virus & Unknown in an 
incredible ladder match ... Also competes for 
Hybrid Wrestling and Mega Championship 
Wrestling ... Brings an incomparable intensity 
and agaression to matches ... Signature move is 
called the "2-1-(SIC).” 


500 ANDRE HEART (511°, 165, 6, ny 


Florida native has been working hard last year to 
gain some recognition throughout the indepen- 
dent circuit ... Teams with his life-long best 
friend, “Déja Vu" Richard Phillips, to form the GP 
Code in the Cincinnati-based Heartland Wrestling 
Association ... Held his own against mixed mar- 
tial artist (and one of the stars of season one of 
The Ultimate Fighter) Josh Rafferty ... Known as 
the “Sweet Sexy Sensation” for his moves with 
the ladies and as the “Sultan Of The Spring- 
board” for his moves in the ring... A true under- 
dog, Andre is the smallest guy on the HWA roster, 
but don’t tell him that ... Calls his signature 
move the “Unsexier.” 
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FAREWELL TO THE 500 


The list of active wrestlers is always changing. Since last year’s “PW/ 500” was published, some wrestlers have 
migrated to different federations or changed their names. Others are now injured, inactive, or retired. Still others have 
been dropped from this year’s survey for other reasons. 

Keys are as follows (D) deceased; (DL) disabled list throughout a major portion of the year; (I) inactive; (NC) name 


change; (NL) not listed; (R) retired. 


Josh Abercrombie (NL) Shirley Doe (NL) Lash LeRoux (NL) Ryouji Sai (NL) 

Mikal Adryan (NL) Tyson Dux (NL) Brock Lesnar (NL) El Samurai (NL) 
Akebono (NL) Eddie Edwards (NL) Bryan Logan (NC) Tony Santarelli (NL) 
Akira (NL) Electroshock (NL) Troy Lords (NL) Kohei Sato (NL) 
Alebrije (NL) Equinox (NL) Andre Lyonz (NL) Scorpio Jr. (NL) 
Antifaz del Norte (NL) Eric Everlast (NL) Machete (NL) Sonny Siaki (NL) 
Kennichiro Arai (NL) Extreme Tiger (NL) Rodney Mack (NL) Silver King (NL) 
Arkangel de la Muerte (NL) — Jody Fleisch (NL) Quinn Magnum (NL) Andy Boy Simmonz (NL) 
Antonio Banks (NC) Mick Foley (NL) Tokyo Magnum (NL) Seth Skyfire (NL) 
Billy Bart (NL) Freakin’ Deacon (NC) Kevin Matthews (NL) Norman Smiley (NL) 
Don Basher (NL) Nick Gage (NL) Nate Mattson (NL) Al Snow (NL) 

Mikey Batts (NL) G.Q. Gallo (NL) Mazada (NL) Glenn Spectre (NL) 
B-Boy (NL) Marshall Gambino (NL) John McChesney (NL) Spud (NL) 

Chris Benoit (D) Mickey Gambino (NL) M-Dogg (NC) Jason Static (NL) 
Black Tiger IV (NL) Danny Gimondo (NL) Men’s Teioh (NL) Lance Steel (NL) 
Black Thunder (NL) Tony Givens (NL) Mr. Mexico (NL) Alan Stone (NL) 

Blue Panther (NL) Ray Gordy (NC) Mikami (NL) Johnny Storm (NL) 
Blue Demon Jr. (NL) Tasutoshi Goto (NL) Milanito Collection A.T. (NL) | Stronko (NL) 

Bolen (NL) Johnny Graham (NL) Misterioso I! (NL) Suwa (NL) 

D-Lo Brown (NL) Dennis Gregory (NL) Masaaki Mochizuki (NL) Kohei Suwama (NL) 
Monty Brown (NC) Groon XXX (NL) Matt Morgan (NL) Kenzo Suzuki (NL) 
Bruiser (NL) Gran Hamada (NL) Rey Mysterio Jr. (DL) Yoshihiro Tajiri (NL) 
Bull Buchanan (NL) Hombre Sin Nombre (NL) Prince Nana (NL) Tatsuhito Takaiwa (NL) 
Jack Bull (NL) Tamon Honda (NL) Kevin Nash (R) Katsushi Takemura (NL) 
Darren Burridge (NL) Hooligan (NL) Derrick Neikirk (NL) Masato Tanaka (NL) 
Chris Cage (NL) Horrorshow (NL) Mr. Niebla (NL) Minoru Tanaka (NC) 
El Canek (NL) Larry Huntley (NL) Nitro (NL) Tarzan Boy (NL) 

Chaz (NL) Wataru Inoue (NL) Johnny Nitro (NC) Tatanka (NL) 

Cheech (NL) Ryuji Ito (NL) Shinjitsu Nohashi (NL) Mike Taylor (NL) 
Masa Chono (NL) Beau James (NL) Nosawa (NL) Tengkwa (NL) 

Riki Choshu (NL) Bradley Jay (NC) Shigeo Okumura (NL) Genichiro Tenryu (NL) 
Brian Christopher (NL) Joker (NL) Roughhouse O'Reilly (NL) El Terrible (NL) 
Shawn Christopher (NL) Mac Daddy Johnson (NL) Toru Owashi (NL) Test (NC) 

Francisco Ciatso (NL) Kahagas (NL) Mike Paige (NL) Tiger Mask | (NL) 
Cloudy (NL) Kamikaze Kid (NL) Johnny Parisi (NL) Tigre Blanco (NL) 
Chad Collyer (NL) Yoshinobu Kanemaru (NL) Pepper Parks (NL) Tigre Metalico (NL) 
Crazy Boy (NL) Kid Kash (NL) Boomer Payne (NL) Chad Toland (NL) 
Crossbones (NL) Vries Kastelein (NL) Eric Perez (NL) Virus (NL) 

Ryan Cruz (NL) Conrad Kennedy III (NL) Puma (NC) Viscera (NC) 

EI Dandy (NL) Arch Kincaid (NL) Preston Quinn (NL) Dr. X (NL) 

Phil Davis (NL) Joey Knight (NL) Razor Ramon H.G. (NL) Xavier (DL) 

Sean Davis (NL) Kevin Knight (NL) Ryan Reeves (NL) Naofumi Yamamoto (NL) 
Simon Dean (NL) Robin Knightwing (NL) Takeshi Rikio (NL) Yutaka Yoshie (NL) 
Super Delfin (NL) Kenta Kobashi (NL) Cassidy Riley (NC) Niles Young (NL) 


Simon Diamond (NL) 
Julio Dinero (NL) 
Kenny Doane (NC) 


Konnan (DL) 
Tony Kozina (NL) 
John Bradshaw Layfield (R) 


Tony Rivera (NL) 
Roadkill (NC) 
Mascara Sagrada (NL) 
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Abismo Negro 
Abyss 

Trent Acid 
Perro Aguayo Jr. 
Mr. Aguila 
Aaron Aguilera 
Jun Akiyama 
Gran Akuma 
Brent Albright 
C.W. Anderson 
Karl Anderson 
Red Anderson 
El Angel 

Kurt Angle 
Robert Anthony 
Apolo 

Ares 

Austin Aries 
Brad Armstrong 
Brian Ash 
Atlantis 

Averno 

Azrieal 

Sangre Azteca 
Bad Bones 
Basham 
Batista 

Shelton Benjamin 
Matt Bentley 
Big Daddy V 
Big Show 

Paul Birchall 
Anthony Bishop 
Bishop 

Black Warrior 
Brian Blade 
Jason Blade 
Justin Blaze 

El Blazer 
Bobby 2 Badd 
Hook Bomberry 
The Boogeyman 
King Booker 
Chris Bosh 
Murat Bosporus 
Maxime Boyer 
Jay Bradley 
Brazo de Plata 
Patrick Brink 
Jay Briscoe 
Mark Briscoe 
El Bronco 
Brother Devon 
Brother Ray 
Brother Runt 
Rey Bucanero 
Elijah Burke 
Necro Butcher 
BxB Hulk 


Colt Cabana 
Lance Cade 
Christian Cage 
Arik Cannon 
Dos Caras Jr. 
Carlito 

Negro Casas 
Claudio Castagnoli 
John Cena 
Chakal 

Aden Chambers 
Kory Chavis 
Chessman 

Chet the Jet 
Darin Childs 
Mason Childs 
Wade Chism 
Muerte Cibernetica 
Cibernetico 
CIMA 

Jerrelle Clark 
Eddie Colon 
Rey Cometa 

Ric Converse 
Rob Conway 
Shawn Cook 
Darin Corbin 
Steve Corino 
Marco Corleone 
Marcus Cor Von 
Justin Credible 
Dave Crist 
Jake Crist 
Daniel Cross 
Matt Cross 
Daivari 

Andy Dalton 
Festus Dalton 
Jesse Dalton 
Damaja 
Damian 666 
Christopher Daniels 
Danny Daniels 
Josh Daniels 
Bryan Danielson 
Delirious 
Deuce 

Johnny Devine 
Fergal Devitt 
Mike DiBiase 
Ted DiBiase Jr. 
Danshoku Dino 
Naruki Doi 
Domino 

Lince Dorado 
Danny Doring 
Andy Douglas 
Steve Douglas 
Dragon Kid 

Eric Draven 


D-Ray 3000 
Tommy Dreamer 
Jim Duggan 
Rene Dupree 
Sonjay Dutt 
Kenny Dykstra 
Rob Eckos 

Edge 

Tommy End 
Ephesto 

Aaron Epic 
Eugene 

Charles Evans 
Jack Evans 
Excalibur 

Eric Fantabulous 
Felino 

Finlay 

Ric Flair 

Adam Flash 
Franky the Mobster 
Derek Frazier 
Freak Nastty 
Don Fuji 
Tatsumi Fujinami 
Minoru Fujita 
Rick Fuller 
Shoichi Funaki 
Brian Fury 

Bino Gambino 
Ganger 

Hector Garza 
Shad Gaspard 
Gedo 

El Generico 
Giant Bernard 
Justyn Glory 

Ed Gonzales 
Jason Gory 
Zach Gowen 
Jey Graham 
Sylvan Grenier 
Fuerza Guerrera 
Juventud Guerrera 
Ultimo Guerrero 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
Jake Gymini 
Jesse Gymini 
Charlie Haas 
Shane Hagadorn 
Halloween 
Hallowicked 
Hangtime 

Joey Harder 
Jeff Hardy 

Matt Hardy 
Chris Harris 
Teddy Hart 
Danny Havoc 
Cody Hawk 
Shayne Hawke 
Luke Hawx 

Kaz Hayashi 
Andre Heart 


163 

44 
184 
461 
106 

49 
391 

31 
157 

54 
189 
408 
159 
219 
485 
303 
143 

92 
174 
252 
263 
438 
168 
279 
286 
170 
17 
319 
243 
325 
291 
199 

65 
156 
447 
462 

99 
229 
249 
372 

98 

21 

45 
466 
101 
280 
126 
406 
339 
423 
220 
342 

64 
362 
225 
364 
239 
185 
300 
290 
194 
301 
400 
274 


Heavy Metal 
Gregory Helms 
Mark Henry 
Hentai 

Hotstuff Hernandez 
Chris Hero 

Ikuto Hidaka 

El Hijo del Santo 
Hardcore Holly 
Homicide 

Genki Horiguchi 
Hiromi Horiguchi 
Lance Hoyt 
Human Tornado 
Ala Hussein 
Icarus 

Masao Inoue 
Intocable 

Taiji Ishimori 
Jimmy Jacobs 
Jado 

Jagged 

B.G. James 
Kassidy James 
K.C. James 

Kip James 

Jeff Jarrett 
Brian Jennings 
Johnny Jeter 
Jigsaw 

Orlando Jordan 
JTG 

Kane 

Koji Kanemoto 
Kapu 

Johnny Kashmere 
Toshiaki Kawada 
Frankie Kazarian 
Taiyo Kea 
Sterling James Keenan 
Brian Kendrick 
Ken Kennedy 
KENTA 

John Kermon 
Great Khali 
Kikutaro 

Ron Killings 
Kimera 

Eddie Kingston 
Toby Klein 

Mike Knox 
Shaun Koen 
Satoshi Kojima 
Chris Kole 

Shuji Kondo 
Kornbred 

Shiro Koshinaka 
Alex Koslov 
Vladimir Kozlov 
Michael Kovac 
Mike Kruel 
KUDO 

Ricky Landell 
Laredo Kid 


Justin LaRoche 
Bobby Lashley 
Latin Lover 

Sirus LaVey 

Jerry Lawler 
Quinten Lee 

Jay Lethal 

Steve Lewington 
Jushin Liger 
Lizmark Jr. 

Paul London 

Scott Lost 

Jerry Lynn 

Mace 

Kirby Mack 
Mahoney 

Brett Major 

Brian Major 

Togi Makabe 
Tony Mamaluke 
Charly Manson 
Santino Marella 
Andrew Martin 
Naomichi Marufuji 
Ricky Marvin 

La Mascara 

Chris Masters 
Jake Matthews 
Shane Matthews 
Billy Maverick 
Maximo 

Robbie McAllister 
Rory McAllister 
Nigel McGuinness 
Mephisto 

Joey Mercury 
Tigre Metalico 
Shawn Michaels 
Taka Michinoku 
Kid Mikaze 
Milano Collection A.T. 
Brian Milonas 
MINORU 
Mitsuharu Misawa 
Mistico 

Nick Mitchell 
MIYAWAKI 

Mike Mizanin 
Mike Mondo 
Devon Moore 
Shannon Moore 
Takeshi Morishima 
John Morrison 
Jon Moxley 
Trevor Murdoch 
Keiji Muto 

Yuji Nagata 
Katsuhiko Nakajima 
Shinsuke Nakamura 
Manabu Nakanishi 
Navajo Warrior 
Nick Nemeth 
Osamu Nishimura 
Jamie Noble 


Vincent Nothing 
Nunzio 

Octagon 
Yoshinari Ogawa 
Olimpico 

Takao Omori 
Dru Onyx 

Onyx 

Oriental 

Randy Orton 
Shinjiro Otani 
Pierre-Carl Ouellet 
Ozz 

Pac 

Justice Pain 
Johnny Palazzo 
El Pantera 

Chad Parham 
L.A. Park 

La Parka 

Frank Parker 
Don Paysan 
Adam Pearce 
T.J. Perkins 
Richard Phillips 
Player Uno 
Antoni Polaski 
Madman Pondo 
Montel Vontavious Porter 
Pelle Primeau 
Josh Prohibition 
Chance Prophet 
Psicosis 

C.M. Punk 
Mascara Purpura 
Mike Quackenbush 
Quicksilver 
Chasyn Rance 
Jimmy Rave 
Raven 

William Regal 
Jerry Reiner 
Ricky Reyes 
Rhino 

Cody Rhodes 
Davey Richards 
Stevie Richards 
Dick Rick 
Ricochet 

Sal Rinauro 
Matt Riviera 
Corporal Robinson 
Billy Roc 

Dan Rodman 
Rocky Romero 
Ronin 

Bobby Roode 
Romeo Roselli 
Ruckus 

Joey Ryan 
Mitch Ryder 
Sabian 

Chris Sabin 
Sabu 


233 
204 

12 
186 
230 

57 
401 
353 
421 
298 
411 
309 

50 
365 
426 
258 

75 
209 
429 
129 
308 
223 
494 
415 
323 
272 
483 
130 
442 
389 
160 
493 
474 
450 
324 
436 
180 
278 

59 
476 
166 
241 
231 

19 
335 

82 
433 
173 
402 

55 
336 

32 
218 
390 
124 
191 
283 
454 
113 

14 
331 
128 
287 

40 


El Sagrado 
Ryo Saito 
Samoa Joe 
The Sandman 
Takuma Sano 
Kensuke Sasaki 
Great Sasuke 
John Saxon 
Tony Scarpone 
Scorpio 
Scorpio Sky 
Scotty 2 Hotty 
Senshi 

Sexxxy Eddy 
Seth Shai 
Shark Boy 
Alex Shelley 
Jinsei Shinzaki 
Go Shiozaki 
Shocker 
Sicodelico Jr. 
Nick Sinn 

Emil Sitoci 
Skayde 

Elix Skipper 
Harry Smith 
Tracy Smothers 
Gene Snitsky 
Soldier Ant 

La Sombra 
Shawn Spears 
Joey Spector 
J.T, Stahr 
Dylan Starr 
Ace Steel 

Ken Steel 
Kevin Steen 
Rick Steiner 
Scott Steiner 
Rex Sterling 
Aaron Stevens 
Chase Stevens 
Erick Stevens 
Sting 

Martin Stone 
James Storm 
Shane Storm 
Matt Striker 
The Stro 
Roderick Strong 
Matt Stryker 
A.J. Styles 
Takashi Sugiura 
Scot Summers 
Super Crazy 
Super Delfin 
Super Dragon 
Amigo Suzuki 
Kotaro Suzuki 
Minoru Suzuki 
Larry Sweeney 
Matt Sydal 
Ryusuke Taguchi 
Hiroshi Tanahashi 


ALPHABETICAL 


Tank 
Akira Taue 
Chuck Taylor 
Dave Taylor 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan 
Sylvester Terkay 
Texano Jr. 
Antonio Thomas 
Dustin Thomas 
Brandon Thomaselli 
Sal Thomaselli 
Vito Thomaselli 
Kevin Thorn 
Tiger Mask IV 
Rhett Titus 

Mike Tobin 

Dick Togo 

Tank Toland 
Travis Tomko 
Tony Torres 
Toscano 

Triple-H 

Turbo 

Ultimo Dragon 
UltraMantis Black 
Umaga 

The Undertaker 
Universo 2000 
Shane Valentine 
Vampiro 

Tommy Vandal 
Rob Van Dam 

Val Venis 

Viking 

Vito 

Volador Jr. 
Michael Von Payton 
Dr. Wagner Jr. 
Sean Waltman 
Jimmy Wang Yang 
Alan Wasylychyn 
Damien Wayne 
Beef Wellington 
Justin White 

B.J. Whitmer 
Aaron Williams 
Doug Williams 
Petey Williams 
Derek Wylde 
Shiima Xion 
Yoshiaki Yago 
Susumu Yokosuka 
Mohammed Yone 
Christian York 
Masato Yoshino 
David Young 

Eric Young 

Drake Younger 
Scott Zenzen 
Zorro 
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__| the business 
By Frank Ingios 


TNA 
has taken a public relations gamble 
by signing suspended Tennessee 
Titans cornerback Adam “Pacman” 
Jones. The 5°10”, 185-pound defen- 
sive back appeared with TNA on the 
August 9 episode of /mpact and also 
Hard Justice, but he did not wrestle in 
either appearance. 

Reports out of Tennessee stated 
that Jones participating in a wrestling 
role as an active competitor in TNA 
would be in violation of his contract 
with the Titans. Jones, however, took 
a different perspective in his first 
comments as a member of the TNA 
roster stating, “I am a big fan of 
wrestling, so | wanted to give it a try.” 


Despite widespread criticism of TNA for adding alleged criminal “Pacman” Jones to 
its roster, TNA President Dixie Carter and minority owner Jeff Jarrett are confident 
that Jones will make the most of his time away from the gridiron. 
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He further added, “I respect wres- 
tling, and I’m not coming in like it's 
just a show. | want to prove that | am 
the greatest team-sport athlete.” 

The controversial nature of bring- 
ing in an athlete who had been sus- 
pended from his primary sport was. 
not lost on TNA management, which 
seemed to embrace the mainstream 
media’s attention. TNA President 
Dixie Carter, when asked about the 
promotion’s acquisition, admitted, 
“Pacman’ is a gifted athlete and, 
though he has had some serious off- 
the-field issues, he has a chance to 
take his suspension and turn it into a 
positive, something good.” Through 
TNA's press release, Carter later 


added, “We are well aware of the 
controversy that might surround this 
signing, but it is our goal to help 
‘Pacman’ during his time away from 
football.” 

TNA minority owner Jeff Jarrett 
attempted to put a positive spin on 
Jones’ entry into the six-sided ring. In 
his first public statement, Jarrett com- 
mented, “Over the next couple of 
months, | think the world is going to 
see a different side of ‘Pacman,’ one 
it hasn't seen before,” adding, “you 
will really see his personality come 
out, not just his athletic ability. He’s 
very coachable in the ring, and his 
athletic talent is amazing. He can 
watch something one time and pick it 
up. He’s just gifted. He’s the best all- 
around athlete | have ever seen.” 

The NFL suspended Jones for the 
season after its commissioner, Roger 
Goodell, ruled that he violated the 
league’s personal-conduct policy. 
Jones has been arrested six times 
since he came into the league, in- 
cluding two felony counts of coercion 
after a June incident in Las Vegas 
that left former wrestler Tom Urban- 
ski paralyzed from the waist down. 


Just when 
you think WWE is struggling creative- 
ly, along comes the United States 
Congress to provide Vince Mc- 
Mahon, ef. al., with plenty of fodder 
for skewering. While a potential Con- 
gressional investigation may not be 
something most citizens would wel- 
come, WWE turned that exact threat 
into an angle on Raw in early-August. 

First reported on ESPN's website, 
WWE received an open letter in late- 
July from the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform, co- 
authored by Chairman Reps. Henry 
Waxman and Tom Davis regarding 
the circumstances surrounding the 
Chris Benoit tragedy, as well as other 
deaths of young wrestlers, and the 
current status of the company’s 
Wellness Program. The letter reiterat- 
ed what the committee believed to be 
WWE's duty as, “the world’s largest 
professional wrestling organization, 
employing hundreds of professional 
wrestlers, promoting thousands of 


wrestling matches, and making tens 
of millions of dollars annually.” 

Further, and perhaps more signifi- 
cantly, the committee requested that 
WWE submit a veritable laundry list 
of informational items including test- 
ing procedures and protocols, the 
punitive actions taken for positive 
results, as well as the result statistics 
of recent tests. 

The company’s response on July 
27 was brief and vague at best. Via a 
press release, WWE stated that it 
was reviewing the letter and would 
respond “accordingly.” 


Raw 
Executive Assistant and former 
WWE backstage reporter Jonathan 
Coachman has parlayed his knowl- 
edge of sports entertainment into 
another gig outside of the ring. And 
both the man, and his primary 
employer, are drawing fire for the 
move. 

Coachman was hired by the 
Madison Square Garden Network to 
be an on-site reporter and co-host of 
MSG, NY, a local sports news show 
focusing on New York area organiza- 
tions and events. As of time of press, 


The Madison Square Garden Network has 
recently added Vince McMahon's former 
right-hand man, Jonathan Coachman, for 
an on-air role on MSG, NY. But New York 
Daily News reporter Bob Raissman has 
publicly questioned whether a WWE per- 
sonality is capable of fulfilling a more seri- 
ous position. 


Coachman—who had also done 
play-by-play duties for the CSTV col- 
lege sports network—was expected 
to remain in his current capacity with 
WWE while honoring his deal with 
the MSG Network. 

But, unfortunately for the former 
XFL sideline reporter, not everyone 
was thrilled with his very public addi- 
tion to the MSG, NY family. Specifi- 
cally, New York Daily News reporter, 
and occasional wrestling supporter, 
Bob Raissman was openly critical of 
the Coachman hiring, writing, “In 


another move showing just how far 
MSG Network has gone in the toilet, 
Jonathan Coachman has been hired 
to work MSG, NY, the half-hour 
Garden infomercial. Coachman is 
also one of the ‘characters’ on World 
Wrestling Entertainment shows.” 

Going further, Raisman also ques- 
tions whether the fans will accept 
Coachman as a sports reporter given 
his status as a member of WWE. 
“The Coach” was expected to make 
his debut with MSG, NY in time for 
the beginning of the season. 


RESTEEMANI 


WWE Stockwatch 


(For the period of June 1 to July 31, 2007) 
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TV breakdown 


June 4: 3.8 

dune 11: 3.8 

dune 18: 4.1 

June 25: 3.8 

duly 2: 3.7 

duly 9: 3.4 

duly 16: 3.4 

duly 23: 3.4 

duly 30: Nielsen error 
August 6: 3.8 


Analysis: Who knew blowing up the chairman of the company would be so good for business? One week 
following the televised demise of Mr. McMahon, Raw enjoyed its highest ratings of the period, with a 4.1. 
While still below company expectations, it would prove to be the high-water mark for WWE's flagship program 
for the month of June. The following week, Raw dropped a bit despite airing an impromptu retrospective on 
the career of Chris Benoit as word broke of the tragedy in Atlanta. The company was lauded for its tasteful 
handling of the situation at such an early stage. After that, Raw held relatively steady, staying within the 
3.7-3.8 range during June and early-July. There was widespread internal panic caused by the 2.5 rating that 
Nielsen posted for the July 30 edition, but there was great relief when Nielsen announced the number was 
incorrect (a revised rating hadn't been released as of press time). Raw closed out the period with a 3.8 for the 
August 6 show featuring the triumphant return of Mr. McMahon. 


dune 8: 2.6 
June 15: 2.4 
dune 22: 2.4 
dune 29: 2.4 
duly 6: 2.6 
duly 13: 2.7 
July 20: 2.6 
duly 27: 2.6 
August 3: 2.6 


Analysis: June made for a relatively mediocre ratings month. The June 8 broadcast featured Mr. 
McMahon tormenting all who crossed his path as well as scintillating matches between then-Smackdown 
World champ Edge and Chris Benoit as well as United States titleholder Montel Vontavious Porter and 
Batista. By the end of the month, the Smackdown World title was soon to be vacated and three potential 
contenders—Kane, Batista, and The Great Khali—were emerging. The July 13 episode really saw the 
evolution of Khali, as the massive monster of Punjabi walked away with the gold. The blue brand enjoyed 
its best mark of the period on July 16 when then-Smackdown World champion Edge held a Mardi Gras- 
style parade to celebrate his accomplishments. While it would not reach the 2.7 rating of that episode 
again during this period, Smackdown remained strong. 


dune 12: 1.7 
dune 19: 1.6 
dune 26: 1.7 
July 3:1.5 

duly 10: 1.4 
July 17: 1.3 
duly 24: 1.3 
duly 31:1.3 


Analysis: Like Raw, ECW experienced an upsurge after the Mr. McMahon explosion angle, although 
the brief bump in the ratings was short-lived. Pulling in a 1.7 for the evening, ECW ran the entire episode 
that week as a tribute to the allegedly fallen chairman as stars from across the company—both past and 
present—offered their condolences and thoughts on their boss. The McMahon situation couldn’t have 
come at a better time for the hardcore brand, which was coming off of a dismal 1.4 rating the previous 
week in an episode that featured a C.M. Punk-Matt Striker main event on a card headed by Bobby Lashley 
vs. the remaining ECW Originals in a three-on-one handicap match. ECW’s second 1.7 of the period came 
on the night following the Benoit family tragedy and Raw tribute program. 


dune 7: 1.0 
dune 14: 1.1 
dune 21:1.2 
dune 28: 1.2 
duly 5: 1.1 
July 12: 1.0 
duly 19: 1.2 
duly 26: 1.1 
August 2: 1.2 
August 9: 1.0 
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Analysis: After announcing on the June 21 episode of /mpact that the main event for Victory Road would be 
a winner-takes-all match involving the TNA World heavyweight, World tag team, and X division champions, 
Jim Cornette paved the way for Samoa Joe to enter the fracas by pitting Joe against then-X champ Jay 
Lethal—and the “Samoan Submission Machine” emerged victorious. The following week, when /mpact 
scored its second consecutive 1.2 rating, tensions rose between Samoa Joe and Kurt Angle, who would be 
paired together at Victory Road as part of the “Match Of Champions.” The 0.2 pick-up was a nice bump for 
Impact, which started the month off with a 1.0 rating in an episode that featured a main-event bout between 
the two former America’s Most Wanted members—James Storm and Chris Harris—in a “King Of The 
Mountain” qualifying match. Heading into Hard Justice, TNA introduced Adam “Pacman” Jones, which failed 
to bring in the type of number—at least a 1.0—that would justify the pre-show hype. 
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| the trade's mark 


By Frank Ingio: 


HE WINNER, AND the new 

greatest purchase | have made 

in the past year: yet another 
upgrade to my cable service. Sure, 
it's still not the sexiest purchase a 
man of such ample means as yours 
truly could make, but it has had the 
dual effect of allowing the downtime 
in my life to be a little more relaxing, 
as well as letting me keep up on 
wrestling a hell of a lot easier. 

Thanks to modern technology, for 
a few extra dollars a month, | can 
now program my beloved cable box 
to record and save any program with 
the word “wrestling” in the title. Of 
course, thanks to the seemingly end- 
less roster of pay cable channels, I've 
run into quite a few accidental record- 
ings that aren't easily explained 
away. You'd be shocked at how 
many late-night adult-friendly pro- 
grams say they involve wrestling but 
don't deliver, so to speak. 

But | digress. 

Earlier this past summer, | utilized 
my amazing new ability to record all 
things pixilated to catch Ring of 
Honor’s first foray into the pay-per- 
view world, July's Respect Is Earned. 
After placing the order, and deleting 
as many questionable “wrestling” pro- 
grams as possible from the queue to 
clear space, | let my cable box—my 
wonderful, inexpensive, part-time 
drinking buddy—do the rest. And 
oddly enough, despite my penchant 
for extolling the virtues of inexpensive 
entertainment, it was this pay event 
that, to me, provided the top wrestling 
experience of the summer. 

For a mere $14.95, 6 witnessed 
what | consider to be the most enter- 
taining wrestling pay-per-view | have 
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seen in quite some time. Sure, I've 
personally been to Survivor Series, 
WrestleMania 23, and various TNA 
and indy shows over the past year, 
but that was paid for by my wit and 
... Well ... company. So, technically, 
they were free-per-views. Lawyers 
... we love them loopholes, don’t we. 
Looking back, though, | think 
what impressed me most about 
Respect Is Earned was not that it 
was something different and new in 
pay-per-view wrestling, as many of 
my colleagues 
have trumpeted, 
but that for such an 
amazing value, | 
was entertained 
beyond words. 
Working on PWI's 
“Business Page” for 
nearly a year, and 
my current enroll- 
ment in business 
school, has forced 
me to relegate 
things to dollars 
and cents, which 
allows me to appre- 
ciate an event like 
Respect Is Earned 
on multiple levels. 
With many long- 
time fans being 
priced out of the 
monthly pay-per- 
view market, it was 
nice to see that not 
only was there a 
reasonably priced 


the last time anyone flipped off the 
television following a pay-per-view— 
that cost less than most T-shirts— 
and felt as if they just saw a potential 
Match of the Year candidate? How 
about realizing that you may have 
just witnessed two potential MOTY 
candidates? 

Those who caught Respect Is 
Earned know that I’m referring to 
the excellent Naomichi Marufuji- 
Rocky Romero and Roderick 
Strong-Delirious bouts. By the time 
the main event rolled around, pitting 
Nigel McGuinness and KENTA 
against Bryan Danielson and 
Takeshi Morishima, | was damn 
near exhausted, having done little 
more than retrieve the occasional 
fresh adult beverage and reload on 
fried snacks. 

Still, the best part of the whole 
night was the realization that this 
was not a one-time, impress-the- 
masses type of event. The competi- 
tors of ROH were not putting their 


alternative, but, 
above that, one that 
put on an excellent 
show. When was 


It seems that Ring of Honor's national distribution deal is making 
the impact the company had hoped for and is catching the atten- 
tion of the masses. Senior Writer Frank Ingiosi watched ROH's 
first PPV and was awestruck by this match in which Naomichi 
Marufuji defeated Rocky Romero. 
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Exhaustion might have overcome spectators, but endurance fueled the main event 
teaming KENTA with Nigel McGuinness against ROH champ Takeshi Morishima and 
Bryan Danielson. Unfortunately for KENTA and McGuinness, Morishima and Danielson’s 


stamina prevailed. 


“best foot forward” and trying to over- 
do things to impress the audience. 
ROH's reputation is one of hard 
work, high-intensity matches, and 
leaving its fans satisfied—and 
Respect Is Earned was the ultimate 
example of this. 

Held at the Manhattan Center in 
New York City, ROH's pay-per- 
view debut had an old-school 
ECW feeling in both venue and 
grit. Competitors laid everything 
out for the fans, who ate it up with 
zeal and begged for more by 
night's end. The chants of “R-O-H" 
did not mimic the mechanized 
droning seen far too often in 
today’s bigger venues, but came 
across as impassioned signs of 
appreciation for the effort being 
displayed in the ring. Everyone in 
attendance appeared to genuinely 
care about ROH, and that intensi- 
fied the experience for even the 
most cynical of armchair bookers. 

With the business aspect of 
wrestling constantly changing in 
today's industry, it’s nice to see a 
promotion like ROH truly connect 
with its fans and offer a high-quali- 
ty product (assuming you don't 
watch wrestling for the pyrotech- 
nics) for such a reasonable price. 
While I'm not so naive to believe 
that the cost of an ROH pay-per- 


view won't rise in the future, | still 
feel as if it’s worth shedding light 
on the fact that the best way to 
increase a fan base is by giving 
fans what they want for a price 
they can stomach on a monthly 
basis. When a fan must decide 
between dropping $40 to fill his 
gas tank or plopping his ample 
posterior in front of the tube for a 
monthly pay-per-view, more often 
than not necessity will prevail. 

While | had always been a Ring 
of Honor fan from afar, | finally 
realized what it was about the pro- 
motion that invigorated its fan base 
to the point of fanaticism. The 
diehard fans feel as if they “own” 
the promotion and actually help 
shape the product, and that's what 
makes national events like 
Respect Is Earned so special. The 
original ECW had that going for it, 
as do dozens of independent pro- 
motions around the world. The fol- 
lowers know just how important 
organizations like ROH are to the 
industry, and now, if we're really 
lucky, they’ll continue to let the 
rest of us in on the secret. And, if 
Respect Is Earned is any indicator 
of how things will be—and all 
accounts are that it is—we could 
very well be on the verge of wit- 
nessing something special. 
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PWI UPDATE 
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EXCLUSIVELY ON: 
pwi-online.com 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated Senior 
Writer Frank Ingiosi is insightful, 
provocative, and downright 
funny! You've read “The Trade’s 
Mark” in PWI. Now check out 
Frank’s column, “The Turn,” 
every Friday afternoon. 


Ingiosi On Undertaker vs. 
Henry he Undertaker looked 
great, hitting spot after spot and 
manhandling Henry as if he were a 
sack of potatoes (which, ironically, 
will rank three spots higher than 
Henry in this year’s PWI 500.)” 


Ingiosi On Joey Styles’ Promo: 
“Nothing was sacred, as Styles at- 
tacked some of the company’s ridicu- 
lous storylines, as well as the chi 
man himself. Basically, for one beau- 
tiful three-minute span, Styles was 
the voice of every disgruntled fa 


Ingiosi On WWE Women: “I hope 
something relatively interesting hap- 
pens soon, because I’m actually get- 
ting tired of this weekly, mind-numb- 
ingly repetitive catfight between 
Mickie James, Ashley, and Trish. It’s 
actually gotten to the point where it 
bores me both as a wrestling fan 
and as a man. Did | just write that?” 


Frank Ingios' 
on pwi-online.com! 
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HE OUTSIDE TEMPERATURE was only in the 
mid-80s on this Sunday evening in July, but it felt as 
if the mercury had risen to 100 degrees inside the 
North Point Plaza in Dundalk, Maryland, just outside of 
Baltimore. 
Why is it so damn hot? | wondered as | tried to focus 
on the opening round of qualifying matches of the 2007 
Shane Shamrock Memorial Cup. The air conditioning 
was malfunctioning, and the lights and collective body 
heat only added to the problem. Approximately 1,000 
bodies were packed into the former department store, 
which had been renovated to hold a weekly flea market 
and, in the case of MCW, bimonthly wrestling shows. 
Fortunately, there were few complainers among the 
loyal MCW crowd. 
| should explain how the Shamrock Cup works: 
Five qualifying bouts are held to determine who com- 
petes in an elimination match for the Cup at the end of 


6 
5 
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Josh Daniels blocks Christopher Daniels’ right hand and unloads with a right elbow of 
his own. Keeping up with the Danielses was hard to do at the 2007 Shane Shamrock 


Memorial Cup. 
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the night. The previous year’s win- 
ner, which happened to be Ruckus 
in this instance, receives a bye and 
joins the other five guys in the six- 
way elimination. 

In the opening round, Christopher 
Daniels defeated fellow TNA star Jay 
Lethal, Josh Daniels beat MCW cruis- 
erweight champion Derek Frazier in a 
non-title bout, Ring of Honor’s 
Delirious defeated 2003 Shamrock 
Cup winner Christian York, Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla’s Human Tornado 
beat Azrieal, and Sonjay Dutt defeated Eddie Edwards. 

The great in-ring action helped take my mind off the 
overbearing heat ... just barely. At times, | wished Jay 
Lethal would slow down a notch, fearing that his insis- 
tence on constantly bouncing off the ropes would some- 
how make it hotter. And poor Delirious. Wasn't that dude 
tempted to rip off that sweaty, stifling mask? Oh, | forgot. 
He’s used to wrestling for ROH at the Pennsylvania 
National Guard Armory in Philly in the summer. He’s 
probably melted a few masks there anyway. 

After Joey Matthews (also known as Joey Mercury) 
beat Adam Flash for the MCW heavyweight title in a 
non-tournament match, thereby ending Flash’s 364-day 
reign, it was time for intermission. | noticed the packed 
crowd beginning to separate like the Red Sea as former 
WWF World champion Chris Jericho—surrounded by 
security—strolled toward the autograph table. He had 
that classic Y2J smirk, and | didn’t see one sweat stain 
on his hot pink shirt. He’s a cool 
customer, that Jericho. 

Or maybe there was some 
ventilation backstage. | fought 
my way through the sweltering 
sea of humanity and went 
through the black curtain to the 
large backstage area. Ah, relief. 
Fewer people, less body heat. A 
large delivery door had been 
drawn up to allow for more air. | 
saw some real veterans, guys 
who'd wrestled in much worse 
conditions than this: Joey 
Mercury, Tom Brandi, Jimmy 
Cicero, Adam Flash, and 
“Ramblin” Rich Myers. MCW 
official Jeff Jones was wiping 
his brow. Ms. Brooks’ breasts 
were glistening. 

| was so busy appreciating 
the slightly cooler air that | didn’t 
get back to my seat in time for 
the non-tournament match that 
followed the intermission. From 
the roar of the fans, and the 


might be sweating, but he’s one happy man. Against Christopher 
Daniels, Delirious, Sonjay Dutt, Human Tornado, and Ruckus, the 
former Rage TV champ proved he could take the heat. 


smack of steel chair against steel chair, | could tell that 
The Bruiser was trying to school his ex-protégé, Patrick 
Brink (formerly known as Genesis), in a no-holds- 
barred match. In the end, though, Brink dropped 
Bruiser through two steel chairs to emerge victorious. 

Brink came through the curtain, followed by Bruiser 
a few minutes later. Those two guys looked as if they'd 
already hit the showers. Bruiser blamed the heat for his 
loss. It seemed like a convenient excuse, but | wasn’t 
about to argue with a bad-tempered 295-pounder. 

| noticed Josh Daniels preparing for the six-way 
main event. Daniels has wowed fans in promotions 
such as the New York Wrestling Connection and 
Northeast Wrestling. Last year, he’d impressed 
Maryland fans with a victory over Qeenan Creed, 
Eddie Edwards, and Danny Jaxx in a four-way match 
to win the revived MCW Rage TV title. 

This evening, he had already scored a non-title 
upset of MCW cruiserweight champ Derek Frazier, a 
local favorite who holds a victory over A.J. Styles. | 
asked him how that Rage TV title victory compared to 
his exciting night at the Shamrock Cup thus far. “This 


isn’t a knock against that TV title victory, but beating 
Derek tonight gave me a great feeling,” said Daniels. 
“And now I'm moving on to face five other wrestlers, 
some of whom I've never fought before. This will be a 
grueling test of endurance. If | can beat those guys out 
there, that kind of win would be the most gratifying of 
my career.” 

So, the six-way elimination match was set: Josh 
Daniels vs. Christopher Daniels vs. Human Tornado 
vs. Sonjay Dutt vs. Delirious vs. Ruckus. 

The veteran, Christopher Daniels, was everyone’s 
target. The elder Daniels frustrated the younger 
Daniels and Human Tornado at the outset. But the 
“Fallen Angel's” luck ran out when Dutt caught him with 
two hiptosses. Then Delirious hiptossed Daniels. 
Human Tornado hiptossed Daniels. So did Josh 
Daniels. So did Ruckus. 

Christopher Daniels headed up the ramp toward 
backstage, but all five of his opponents dragged him 
back into the ring. Once order was restored, Delirious 
exhibited some intricate counter-wrestling against Josh 
Daniels, but the former TV champ hit the enigmatic star 
with a lariat out of nowhere to score the first pinfall of 
the match. 

Then the eliminations came a bit faster. Christopher 
Daniels pinned Sonjay Dutt. Ruckus pinned Human 
Tornado. Christopher Daniels pinned Ruckus. 

That left Christopher Daniels vs. Josh Daniels. 
Chants of “Let's go, Daniels!” reverberated throughout 
the building. Although Chris would have liked to think 
those chants were for him, they were for mild-man- 
nered Josh, the MCW favorite. 

Josh really let loose, chopping and clotheslining the 
former TNA X division champion. He executed a fisher- 
man’s suplex to score a near-fall. He planted the 
“Fallen Angel” with a superplex for another two-count. 
Josh was about to finish him off with a lariat, just as he 
had done to Delirious, but the veteran pulled the refer- 
ee in the way. Chris kicked Josh and hooked him for 
his angel’s wings finisher, but Josh flipped Chris over 
his back while remaining hooked and bridged Daniels 
to gain the pinfall. 

The entire MCW roster, as well as Chris Jericho, 
came to the ring to congratulate Josh Daniels, the 
2007 Shamrock Cup winner. The youngster was pre- 
sented with the Shamrock Cup trophy and Shane 
Shamrock's original MCW light heavyweight title belt. 

“I've been watching Christopher Daniels for years 
now and to finally get to compete against him was just 
awesome,” Josh Daniels told me after the post-match 
celebration. “He’s an incredible competitor and a great 
ring general. Just competing and finishing the match 
was not only a very proud moment, but, at the same 
time, was very humbling.” 

It was a happy ending to a sensational night of 
matches at the Shamrock Cup ... and | can honestly 
say it was the hottest indy event of the year. Oo 
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_| the straight shooter 


Photos by John Lee. 


WENT TO Mississauga to write a 

column about a once-in-a-lifetime 

dream match between two living 
legends. | ended up writing a column 
about two punk kids who just might 
be the best young tag team in the 
sport today. 

In early spring, “Dangerboy" 
Derek Wylde—one of the people | 
respect most in this wacked-out busi- 


ness—sent me an excited e-mail, 
telling me a Toronto-area promoter 
was bringing in Jushin Liger, Ultimo 
Dragon, and eight Toryumon stu- 
dents for a double-shot weekend in 
late May. “Dangerboy” secured a 
coveted spot on the second night, 
and was slotted to face Puma and 
Toryumon's Daisuke Hanaoka in a 
three-way bout. 


Instead of wrestling their scheduled UWA Hardcore Wrestling singles match, Jushin Liger 
and Ultimo Dragon requested to team up and school TNA stars Chris Sabin and Alex 
Shelley after an impromptu attack by the 20-somethings the night before. 
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“This is huge for Canada, and | 
thought you might want to write about 
it for one of the magazines,” 
Dangerboy wrote. He was right—I did 
want to write about it, especially 
when it was announced Liger and 
Dragon would square off one-on-one 
in the main event of the second 
night's show. 

Since 2005, UWA Hardcore 
Wrestling has established itself as 
one of the premier wrestling promo- 
tions in Canada. Brothers Jon and 
Joe McCausland, the promoters of 
UWA Hardcore, have managed to 
infuse top-flight production values into 
their shows and developed a pas- 
sionate, educated, and extremely 
appreciative fan base through smart 
matchmaking and a willingness to 
bring in big-name talent. 

Few names are bigger than Ultimo 
and Liger, two of the most influential 
international performers of the 1990s. 
If they were going to be squaring off 
in a building that was less than a 90- 
minute drive from my home in 
Buffalo, you could be damn sure | 
was going to be there to see it. 

| arrived several hours before bell 
time and fans were already queued 
at the door. They were buzzing about 
what had happened the previous 
night, when Liger and Puma had 
teamed to beat Ultimo and Okada in 
a tag match. After the bout—which 
the fans gobbled up in a joyous orgy 
of streamers and ovations—Ultimo 
and Liger were attacked by the team 
of Chris Sabin and Alex Shelley. 
Sabin and Shelley administered a 
fierce little beating, prompting Liger 
and Ultimo to request their scheduled 
singles match be dropped in favor of 
a tag bout against The Motor City 
Machine Guns. 

| admit, at first | was disappointed. 
It felt like a bait-and-switch. The big 
dream match was out the window. 
But, while | felt a bit disappointed, the 
fans certainly didn't. The prospect of 
seeing Liger and Dragon get revenge 
on Sabin and Shelley had whetted 
their appetites. In just a few minutes, | 
realized they were right. Ultimo vs. 
Jushin was bound to fall short of my 
incredible expectations, anyway. But 
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The team of Liger and Dragon proved effective in the end, but the match exposed the wear down of both 


legends. When an exhausted Liger tagged his partner, Dragon made headway initially, but Sabin and 
‘Shelley were able to quickly take control of the match again. 


maybe Shelley and Sabin could bring 
something fresh to the table and pro- 
vide a fresh spark to the match. 

| settled into a plum spot in the 
balcony and watched the students 
from Ultimo'’s Toryumon gym in 
Mexico face off against such indy 
standouts as Sonjay Dutt, M-Dogg 
20, and Arik Cannon. | couldn't help 
but cheer when “Dangerboy” 
brought Puma’s shoulders to the 
mat with a backslide to score the 
winning pinfall. And | could only 
shake my head in disbelief when 
Hiromi Horiguchi somehow sur- 
vived landing headfirst on the arena 
floor and upset John Prohibition for 
the light heavyweight title. 

Then it was time for the main 
event. The atmosphere was positive- 
ly electric, but The Machine Guns 
entered the ring like they didn’t have 
a care in the world. They mugged for 
cameras. They taunted fans. They 
didn’t look the least bit intimidated to 
be facing two Hall of Famers. Even 
after Ultimo entered the ring, fol- 
lowed by Liger in his cool-as-hell 
black CTU outfit, Sabin and Shelley 
looked unimpressed. As soon as the 


bell sounded, they pounced. They 
quickly isolated Liger, who—I'm sad 
to say—looked to be carrying an 
extra 25 pounds and was a step or 
two slower than he was when he and 
Brian Pillman set WCW on fire back 
in 1992. In defense of Liger, he 
seemed to be favoring his back and 
appeared to be working through 
some significant pain. 

But, even if Liger had been at 
100 percent, I'm not convinced the 
result would have been much dif- 
ferent. Sabin and Shelley assault- 
ed Liger with precision double- 
team attacks. After about six min- 
utes of torture, Liger made the tag 
to Ultimo. | expected the well-rest- 
ed Dragon to come in like a house 
of fire, and he did ... for about 30 
seconds before Sabin and Shelley 
took over again. 

The Machine Guns utilized quick 
tags and savvy mat work to keep 
both Liger and Ultimo grounded. 
They took full advantage of the five- 
count break on chokes and rope 
breaks. In short, they wrestled a 
near-flawless match. 

Shelley connected with a perfect 


sliced bread #2 on Liger, then con- 
nected with a crisp frog splash for a 
count that was a millimeter away 
from a three-count. But, in the end, 
the four decades of Liger and 
Dragon's collective experience 
proved to be too much for the 20- 
somethings to handle. Liger hit his 
Liger bomb power bomb on Shelley 
as Ultimo locked Sabin in a dragon 
sleeper to give the Japanese guests 
the hard-fought win. 

Ultimo made a brief speech, 
praising the McCauslands and 
UWA Hardcore. He made the fans 
repeat his mantra: “Those who 
wear the mask do hot fear death.” 
The fans cheered and serenaded 
the masked duo with chants of 
“Please come back.” 

But, ultimately, tonight wasn’t 
about Jushin and Ultimo. It was about 
the arrival of Sabin and Shelley. 
Other teams may be bigger, louder, 
and get more hype, but The Motor 
City Machine Guns proved to me, 
and a full house of Canadian fans, 
that they just might be the best team 
in wrestling. 

The secret is out. ] 
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Dec. 1978: The Shattered Dreams Of Dusty 
Rhodes. Also: Mr. Wresting I, Dina Bravo, Fae 
Steambeat, Bruno Sammarina, 

April 1973: The Terrible Pain Rle Flair Causes 
Dusty Rhodes. Also: Andre the Giant. Backlund 
Maivia, Paul Jones, converted rlebreakers 

‘Aug. 1880: Larry Zbyszko's Foolproof Plot To 
Drive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Also: Bobby He- 
fan, Mr Wrosting li, Ox Baker 

September 1880: Will The Fans Hate The Now 
Dusty Rhodes? Also: Mascaras-Sicadliea, Lary 
Zoyszko, Ladd Strongbow, Hussein Arab. 

Nov. 1960: Zbyszko vs, Pulskl: From Brotherly 
Love To Brutal Haired. Also: Nick Bockwinkel 
Dusty Rhodes, The Assassin, Koloft 8 Vokot 
April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“it's Hell Carrying The Nome Of My Father.” A 
40: Bugsy McGraw, Capt Lou Abano, Mongokan 
‘Stomper, Flair Race. ; 

May 1981: Hussein Arab vs. Ivan'Kolott: A 
Bloody War Explodes In A Neutral Country SA 
0: Bob Backlund, Bobo Brazil, Santana & Bravo, 
David Von Ench-Race 

Sepl. 1861: Patera & The Freebirds: The Unholy, 
Alliance Secks To Cripple Ted DiBiase. Also: 
“Junkyard Dog, Dory Funk. Kiler Khan, lan Kol 
March 1982: Backlund-Valentine Death Match: 
‘The WWF Tile Is Back Where It Belongs. Aso 
‘Astin lol, Spoiler, Tommy Fich Bnsco-Deiase 
May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “I Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can't Beat The System!” 
‘Aso: Dusty Rhodes, Fair & Mr. Weesting iD. Ven 
Efeh-M. Graham, Hogar-Biackwel 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.'s Tragic 
Story: I Have No Father... | Have No Friends!™ 
‘Aso: Sgt. Slaughier, Moraes-Valonine, Mantra, 
‘Super Destroyer & Masked Superstar 

‘Aug. 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Backlund- Mulligan Sr., Studd-Supot 
Destroyer 

Oct. 1882: Roddy Piper: “I Don't Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J 
Dillon, Andre-Muligan Sr., Pat Patterson, Mag 
nificent Muraco. 

Noy. 1962: Fic Flair—Wtesting's Most Versatile 
Champion. Also: Hansen & Anderson, Muligan 
Windham, Jimmy Souka. 

Dec. 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giaot Is 
Mightier Than The Ciaw. Also: Grand Wizard 
ory Laie, Fich Honan, Jack Bsc. 

‘April 1983: Wvan Koloff vs. Ken Patera: The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle Of The 
Titans. Also: Albano-Snuka, Kabuki, Tommy Rich 
June 4883: Bob Backlund vs. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd's Raw Deal. Also: 
sim Garvin, Bockwinkol-Lawlr, Bob Orton Je 

‘Sept. 1983: Zbyszko vs. Rich: Can The National 
Title Survive This Brutal Tug Ot War? Also 
Andre-Kamala,Piper-Valontine, Michasl Hayes, 
Nov. 1983: We Sent Hulk Hogan To Cover Bock- 
winkel vs. Wahoo ... And All Hell Broke Loose! 
‘Aso: James J. Dilon, Race-Kevin Von Erich, Paul 
Elering, ReodJYD. 

April 1984: Rick Steamboat Quits Wrestting! 
‘The Real Story Behind His Most Painful Os- 
cision. Also: Masked SuperstarMullgan, Adams 
‘Garvin, Barry Windham, lc Fla 

‘June 1864: Ric Fiaic On The Defensive: ts Mike 
Fotundo Ready To Take The NWA Tile? Also 
Ted DiBiasa, Jim Coretta, Angolo Mosca Jr. 

July 1964; Rie Flair Brings The World Tite To 
The New York Area: A Night Of Champions At 
The Meadowlands. Also: Maret Bravo, Mr. Wes 
ting I, Jumbo Tsuruta 

‘Aug. 1884: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Valiant’s 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Stove O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum Weestng I Austin Id Sugar Spoiler. 
Sept. 1884: Rick Mariel Dethranes Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta: Finally, An AWA Champion To Be Prous 
Ot. Also: Brody-LeDuc, Iran Shoik, Kerry Von 
Erich, Rock n° Roll Express 

Oct. 1984: Collision Of The Florida tuscle- 
men: Can Billy Jack Squeeze Superstar 
Graham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Road Warriors, 
Frair-Sieamboal, Edsie Gibert, Omar! & Shultz 
Atlas & Johnson. 

Nov. 1964: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of Cham- 
plons ... And Sill The Lord Of The Ring. Also 
Rich-Gibert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors 
JYD Rese. 

Dec. 1964: How Hulkamania Trampled Big John 
Studd, Also: Road Wartrs, Magnum TA. Wahoo 
MeDanio, Sulivan-Rhodes. 

March 1985: He's Back And Better Than 
Ever: Backlund-A-Mania 1s Sweeping The 
Nallon! Aiso: Kololfs, Billy Jack, Van Erichs 
Devastation ine 


‘June 1985: Sgt. Slaughter Topples Ric Flair— 
So Why Isn't He Champion? Also: Ellering & 
Road Warriors, Kolaiis & Khrushchey-Von Erchs, 
Kevin Von Erich, Andre & JYD. 

Sept. 1985: A Psychologist Examines “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You Think He 
15? Also: Magnum-Blanchard, Fantastes, Fic Fla. 
Gagne & Sammartino 

Jan. 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. Magnificont 
Muraco: The Volcano Rumbles. Also: Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Kolott & 
‘Khrushchey-Rock ‘n' Role. 

March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
‘Windham? Also: Studd-Hilbily, Rick Rude, Jerry 
Lawler, Fussians-Road Warriors 

‘April 1986: Starrcade's Over, But The Feud 
Rages On: Dusty Rhodes And Ric Fisir Cannot 
‘Survive ‘86! Also: Andre Heenan, Ba Waits, Scott 
Hall, Lance Von Eten. 

June 1986: Barry Windham’s NWA Mission: 
Humiliate Ric Flair! Aiso: Nord-Road Warriors 
Bish Buldogs, L. Von Erich-One Man Gang, Tuly 
‘Blanchard, 

July 1986: All-American Special (sue: Sot. 
Slaughter, Hulk Hogan, Magnum T.A. Also: ivan 
Kolot, Rude-Lance Von Erich. 

‘Aug. 1985: WrestleMania 2: Hulk Hogan's Night 
Of Redemption. Also: Jim & Ron Garvin, Steve 
Willams, Fick Manel, Sx Olver Humpercink 

Sept. 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum T.A- 
‘America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... I's Out 
For Revenge! Also: Ande-Hogan, Chi Adams, 
Barry Windtiam, Scott Hal 

(Oct. 1986: The NWA Championship Sinks To A 
New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Also: Road Warriors, Randy Savage, 
Verne Gagne, Fantasies Sheopherders 

Nov. 1886: Paul Ellering's Own Story: “How My 
Road Warriors Made Dusty Rhodes NWA 
Champion.” Also: Adams-Rude, British Buldogs, 
Bockwinkel-Hansen, Bil Wats. 

Dec. 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton And 
Gibson Regain The NWA World Tag Title! Also: 
Lex Luger, Hogan-Adoris, Hall DaBeers, Baby Dol 
Jan. 1987: The New Roddy Piper: Why The 
Fans Love Him ... But Why They Should Hate 
Him! Also: Tery Taylor, Magnum T.A.. Rude-Fiar. 
Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Feb, 1987: Hogan, Piper, Omdor!t: The WWF's 
Hate Triangle. Also: Tery Taylor, Ric Flair. Mi 
night Rockers, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogan! 
‘The WWF Champion Celebrates Three Years At 
‘The Top. Also: Fic Fla, Missy-Gibert, Ler Luger, 
Bulldogs, Kolotts 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Paul Eliering, Hacksaw 
Duggan, prospects. 

May 1987: Barry Windham’s Warning To Lex 
Luger: “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 
‘Aliso: Steamboat Savage, Hogan-Arde, Freebirds 
& Sunshine, Willams- OMG, Midnight Rockers. 
June 1987: Nikita Kolotf's Mission: Saddle The 
Horsemen And Trample Lex Luger! Also: Roddy 
Piper, Adams & Taylor, Brisor Brody, Scott Hall 
July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMania Il! Makes History! Also: Mid- 
night Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, 
Ted DiBiase. 

‘Aug. 1987: The Superpowers’ Super Victory: 
Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Kolotf Win The Crockett 
(Cup. Also: Huik Hogan, Lane & Coretta, Mike Von 
Erich, Adams & Taylor. 

Sept. 1967: Hulk Hogan Defeats Harley Race: 
How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 
Violent Feud. Also: New Breed- ASA Express, 
ich & Idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert 

(ct. 1967: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win Their 
Fourth NWA Title. Also: Hovan-8igelow, Rhodss- 
Blanchasd, scaffold, Kevin Sulivan 

Nov. 1967: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. T Be 
Allowed To Releree? Also: War Games, Bulkiogs 
Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 

Dec. 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: Will 
Dusty’s U.S. Title Hopes Split The Superpow- 
ers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T.A., Randy 
‘Savage, Al Perez 

‘Jan. 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The WWE 
Title? Also: R&As-Horsemen, Flait-F. Garvin. 
Adrian Adaris, Stave Willams, 

Feb, 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse Von- 
tura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also 
Sting, AFs-Blanchard 8 Anderson, Kevin Von 
Erich, Dangerousty-Lawler-Dundoo, 

March 1988: Bam Bam Bigelow: Wrestling’s 
‘Most Dangerous Man. Also: Adams-Perez. Nikita 
Koloft, Honky Tonk, Freetirds 


May 1988: Million-Dollar Middleman: The Future 
(Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBiase's Hands. Alco: 
Zoyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warnors-Konga & 
Warlord, Fritz Von Erich, Rockers Express. 
June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Also: 
\Warnors-Warlord & Barbarian, RBR Express, Baby 
Dol, G. Gagne-Hennig. 
July 1988: A Toast To Wrestling’s Odd Couple: 
Kerry Von Erich & Michael! Hayes Unite! Also: 
‘DiBiase-Savage-Hogan, Dilon & Horsemen, Sting, 
Fick Steamboat 
‘Aug. 1988: What Randy Savage Must Do To 
Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Also: Hyatt 
Gilbert, Sting, Michael Hayes, Honky Tonk 
(Oct. 1988: Preview & Analysis: Megapowers vs. 
Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, Jerry Lawer, War- 
Jord & Barbarian, Dangerously-Gilbert, Beetcake- 
Honky Tonk 
Nov. 1988: Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry Windham: 
‘The Night The Teacher Leafned A Lesson. Also: 
Kerry-Lawler, Lex Luger. Muraco-Valentine. 
Froobirds 
Dec. 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” Interview: Rod- 
dy Piper—Will He Ever Be Back? Also: Powers of 
Pain, Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Bambi-Mystic, 
Kevin Von Exch, 
Feb. 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fail Under Bobby 
Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. Dillon. Ais: 
Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter. Lawler-Insioe 
Wersriaic, Davis Wayne. 
‘June 1989: Finally, Fortune Favors The Chal- 
lenger: Rick Steamboat Wins Ric Fisir's NWA 
Belt! Also: Morton & Gitson, Macho Madnass- 
Hukamania, Lex Luger, Jimmy Jack Funk. 
Hulkamania 


Bigolow-Rhodes, Fick Rude, Jim Cometic. 
‘Sept. 1989: Savage Is Shamed By Hogan—Only 
Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. Also: Lex Luger, 
Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, Bushwhackers, 
‘Skandor Akbar. 
‘Oct. 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. Also: 
Hall Pilmar-Vicous, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy. Kevin Von Erich, 
Nov. 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don’t Wrestle 
‘Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously Comette 
‘Sing-T. Funk, Lex Luger, Jake Roberts 
Dec. 1989: The Dusty Road Is Paved with 
Gold: The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric 
Flair. Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, 
Lamy Zoyszko, 
Jan. 1980: Why Sting’s Friendship Is Tearing 
lc Flair Apart! Also: Raberts-DiBiase, Rock 'n 
Rolls, Lawler-Embry, Hulk Hogan, Paul E 
Dangerously. 
Feb. 1980: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude's Out 
Piper's in... And The Fans Love It Aiso: War- 
fiors-Skyscrapers. Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zenk, De- 
struction Crew, Kerry Von Erich 
‘March 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A Rous- 
jing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flat, Paul Omndort. 
‘April 1990: Starrcade ‘89: Night Of The Iron 
Men. Aiso: Warrise-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
‘Sawyer, WWF shuffle 
May 1990: WrestleMania VI Main Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: Jarry Lawler, Al Perez, Lex 
‘Luger, Woman, LPWA. 
June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Saio-Zbys 
2ko, Earthquake, Utimate Warrior, off Jarcott 
‘July 1890: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
‘The Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate 
These Men. Also: Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, 
Kokina Maximus, Tessa, 
‘Aug. 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Has 
Made Ric Flair A Broken Man. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Unimate Warner, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Taylor. 
Lawer. 
Sept. 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To De- 
stroying The Horsemen. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan. JYD, Adams-Jeannie. 
Midnight Express. 
‘Oct. 1980: Sting: “I Feel Like I've Conquered 
The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, Bush: 
whackers, El Gigante, Mike Ratundo, Juice 
Patrol 
Nov. 1990: Ric Flair & Hulk Hogan: A Tale Of 
‘Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sot. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Ton, Mr. Fuj & Orient Express. 
‘Dec. 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! Why Sting 
Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Keny Von Erich, Jim Comat, Lary Zbyszko. 
Jan. 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: 
‘The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You To De- 
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struction. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Chris 
‘Adams, Steiners, Lawier-T. Funk. 

Feb. 1981: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
Regain The WWF World Belt, Also: Terry Tay- 
for, Rick Martel, Sting & Simmans, all-annoy- 
ing, Stan Hansen, 

‘March 1981: The Earthquake Foud Rumbles On: 
Will Hulk Hogan Be The Viclim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Bary Windham. 

‘April 1981: The Steiners: They'd Be Wrestling’s 
Greatest Tag Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
FlairSing, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Lany Zbyszko, 
Sot, Slaughter 

‘June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tag Team Thund 
Also: Steve Williams, Nikita Koloff, I-C belt, 
Dundes, Am Anderson, 

July 1991: Hogan's Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enoughs Also: 
Vagil, Nastys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk. 
‘Aug. 1981: Are The Steiners Gelling Too Cocky 
For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lawler, Rick 
‘Steamboat, Warrior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes, 
Flai- Windham, 

Sept. 1991: Justice Is In The WWF ... And Ho- 
gan’s In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Also: 
Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie 
Ray, Diamond Exchange. 

Oct. 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: Sum- 
‘merSlam ‘91. Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & War- 
nor, Leg Luger. Santana-Atlas, Steve Willams, 
Studd-Zenk 

Nov. 1991: Our Investigation Reveals ... Th 
Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. 
Alco: Lox Luger, Ric Fair, War Games, Mounties, 
Foreign objects, 

Dec. 1991: A Night To Remember: SummerSlam 
Provides Heat For The Cold Months Ahead. 
Aliso: Alexandra York, Simmons-Luger, Lane & 
‘Comatte, Leathertace, 

Jan. 1992: IWsioe Wrestuna Reveals: Sting’s 
‘Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, Black- 
hearts, Bret Han, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
March 1992: Who's Winning The Hogan-Flalr 
Wars? Also: Sieiners, Suvivor Series, Entorcers- 
Rhodes & Steamboat, Johnny B. Badd. 

War! WrestleMania Will Be Sid 
Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger, 
Eddie Gilbert, Repo Man, Austin-Blossom, Tr 
State & UWF. 

‘June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A Now Era. 
‘Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, 
Tony Atlas, IRS & OiBiase, 

July 1982: Is Regaining The WWF Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Also: Sherri & 
Shawn, Big Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, 
Kamala, Jos Savoldi 

‘Aug. 1992: The Closer Flair Gets 
‘Savage “Macho Man” 

Bad, Brian Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & 
Valentine, Dusty Watt. 

Sept. 1992: Hulk Hogan's “Retirement”: Why 
‘The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In Peac 
Aso: War Games, Big Van Vader, Kamala, Marty 
Jannetiy, UK. 

‘Oct. 1992: SummerStam ‘92: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also: S, Steiner-Muta, Fon Simmons, 
Edgio Giber, Eric Embry. 

Nov. 1992: The Great American Crash: Vader 
Crushes Sting For The WCW World Tile. Also: 
Ric Flair, Uhimate Warrior, Madusa, Warlord & 
Barbanian-Bushwhackers, top rope ule. 

Dec. 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining And 
Start Winning. Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jett Jarrett, Windham & D, Rhodes, 
NWA title 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, 
Flod Price, 

April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In ‘93. Also: Z-Man & 
‘Gunn, Sting-Vader, Dangerous Alkance, Ric Flair 
May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysis. Also: Andre the Giant, Pillman & 
Austin, Great Muta, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 
Cold Scorpio. 

‘Jan. 1984 (Special Edition): Wrestling's Seas~ 
‘onal Spectaculars—WWF SummerSlam, WCW 
Fall Brawl, Alco: Rick Martel, Razor Ramon, 
Steven Regal, Paul Orndortf, Mascaras-Lige 
ECW baseball bat matches. 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their Greatest 
Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies. Also: Flair- 
Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Backwinkel, Brian 
CChvistopher. Yoko- Booger. 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
{s Stil “Stick” Ric! Also: Jimmy Snuka, Tony 


‘Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
Froobirds. 
‘July 1984 (Special Issue): A Look Into Wres- 

Future: You Won't Believe What You'll 
‘Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earthquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diese! 
(ct. 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
‘Aigo; Doink, Vader-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk Jr, 
Owen-Bret, Hall ot Fame. 
March 1995: Predictions 1995. Also: Nasiys, 
Razor Ramon, Tasmaniac, Kid-Man O° War, 
Piliman & Hogan. 
June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will 
Hulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: 
Stove Austin, Gangstas, Publc Enamy, Bret-Owen, 
olf Jaret 
(Oct. 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Aso: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, Diesol, 
Haws, 
Nov. 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! 
Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Also: Alex 
Wright, Tatanka, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, 
Backlund-Ciinton 
‘Jan. 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! Also: 
‘Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio, Barry 
Horowitz, Sabu, 
Feb, 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1996 
Has In Storo For Them! Also: Goldust, Sherri 
Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. 

is Excellency! How Bret Mat 

Execution. Also: Jel! Jar 
Survivor Series, Ed: 


Giant, Ji 
dio Guorraro, 
June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Ms 
The Wrong Choice, He's Through! Also 
Road Warriors, Raddy Piper, Ahmed Johnson, 
Raven, Al Snow 
‘Aug. 1996: The Greening Of Wrestling: How 
‘Sting & Shavmn Will Become $50,000,000 Ment 
Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, Guerrera-Mistorio, 
George Sioole, Goldy 
‘Oct. 1996 (Special Issu0): 
Also; Jako Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnan, 
‘Ahmed Johnson, Chis Jericho, sirutters, 
Nov. 1996: The Steinors: Feasting On A But- 
{fot Of Violence, Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu: 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddia Guerrero, truck 
stop terror 
ec, 1996: Three Women For Four Horsemen? 
‘Tho Hot Search For A Fourth Filly Has Begun! 
‘Also; Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, Comotto & 
Hart, Jerry Jaret 
Holiday 1996 (Special Iasuo): The Tombstone: 
F. Also: 1997 calon- 
ler, Stoiners:NWO, 


Pt Bull, Jushin Ligor. 
Fob. 1997: Trouble In Egoville: is Ther 
‘Within The NWO? Also: Chis Candido, Brot: 


An NWO, 


Shawn, Ric Fair, Jooy Styles, Liger-Benoit 
June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Rov 
Almost Joined The Nation Of Domination, 
Also: Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jorey Graham, 

(ct. 1997 (Special issue): WOW Midye 
Also: LOD-PG-13, Rob Van Dam, Fl 
‘mon, Ken Shamrock, MeMichael-White, Madd & 
Mama Maxxina, 

Nov. 1997: WWF War Zone: Intertederation 
Battles Rock The Sport! Also: Ahmed Johnson, 
Curt Hennig, Nueva World Order, Chris Candido, 
Dan Severn, 

Doc. 1997: Losing Is Bull! Has Dennis Rodman 
Had It With Hulk Hogan? Also: Stove Aust 
Jarratt & Debra, Harts, Funk-Francine, Chris 
‘Jericho, 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): The Stoinors’ 
Milion-Dotlar Gamblet Also: 1996 calondar, Alax 
Wright, The Patriot, Sgt. Slaughter, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards, 

Fob, 1998: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For “98. Also: Brian Pillman, Sing, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, Reckless Youth 

March 1998: Hart Transplant! The Truth Bo- 
tection To WCW. Also: Stave 
Bam Bam Bigolow, Steve Austin, Disco 


April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 Insioe 
‘Wnesruno Computer Tournament, Also: Scott 
Hall, Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sabu: 
Sandman, 

May 1998: Is The WWE Screwing Another Hatt? 
Also: Stave Austin, Dallas Page, Booker T, Larry 
Zhyszko, AI Snow. 

‘June 1998: Exclusive! Steve Austin: The 10 Men 
Who Inspired His Toughness. Also: Dusly & 
Dustin, Perry Saturn, Mors, Jeff Jaret. 

July 1988 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Jericho-Misterio 
J, Stove Austin, Sunny, Scott Steiner, Chris» 
topher-Michinoku 

‘Aug. 1998: WrestleMania XIV: The Real Winners, 
‘And. Losers. Also: Sunny, Curt Hennig, Dan Sev- 
‘em, Utimo Dragon. 

‘Sopt. 1998: Power Surge! While The NWO Fid- 
dies ... These Men Are Burning, Also; Sable, 
Uhiimo-Guerrero, DeGaneratian X-Owen, Rocky 
Maivia, Mad Russian-Rambo. 

(Oct, 1998 (Special Issue}: WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Steve Austin, Taka Michinoku, Al Snow, 
Hollywood Hogan, Roddy Piper, Misawa-Kawada. 
Nov. 1998: Austin vs, Goldberg: Who Would 


Win And Why. Also: Bret Hart, Dude Love, Junk= 
‘yard Dog, Helmsley-Michaels, Ray- 
Dec. 1998: DDP’s Big Bang Theories: Cut- 
ting Loose On Life, Love, & The Ultimate Buzz. 
‘Also; Sable-Jackie, Mankind, Hogan-Horace, 
DiLo, APW. 

Holiday 1998 (Special Issue} suill 
Haunted By His Day Of Glory. Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Stevie Ray, Val Venis, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards, bonus calendar. 

‘Jan. 1999: Seasons Greetings With A Bang 
(DDP & Kimberly). Also: Severn-Shamrock, 


ac, Hogan-Warror, Jesse Ventura, Bily Kidman, 
Scolt Norton, 

April 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Insive 
Waestunc Computer Tournament, Also: Boss 
man-McMahon, Steiner & Bischott, Hollywood Ho- 
‘gan, Wrath, Blue Meanie, 

May 1999: Team Corporate's WrestleMania 
Scare! Mankind’s Title Victory Could 
Spoiled Everything! Also: New Age Outlaws, 
dio Guorroro, Trple-H, Bill Gola 

‘June 1999: Stil In-Vincestble! What Will It Take 
‘To Topple This Man? Also: Rey Mistorio ur, 
ECW, Triple-H, NWO, Blue Meanie, 

July 1999 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also; Vineo McMahon, 
Vincent, Eric Bischoff, Giant Baba, 

‘Aug, 1999: WrestleMania XV: The Real Winners 
‘And Losers! Also: Vam Dam-Lynn, Satutn, Gol- 
dust, Stoiner- Bagwell 

ct, 1999 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
‘Also; Mankind & Shamrock, Snow-Holly, Sting, 
Edge, Flai-Robinson, AIWF. 

Nov. 1998: Crash At The Bash! Enter Sid, Vie 
clously! Also: Undertaker-Austin, Acoiyis, Mastar 
P, Dobra, Justin Crodibe 

‘Doe. 1999: The Rock: What Makes You Love/Hate 
This Man? Also: Sting, Shane Douglas, Droz, 
Pipor-Bagwoll, Taz, 


‘The 1999 Turn- 
og9-Gunn, 
‘Undertaker, Steve Corina, 2000 calandar 

Jan, 2000: Dreaming Of An Extreme Christ- 
‘mas (Tommy Dreamer & Francine), Aiso; Gold 
bborg, Al Snow, Billy Gunn, Doring & Road Kill, 
cigar-chompors. 

Feb. 2000: Wresiling’s Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For 2000! Also: Vinco-Bulog, Mike Awasomo, Sid 
Vicious, Gorila Monsoon, 

h 2000: Kevin Nash & Scott Hall: Getting 
Inside Tho Outsiders’ Heads, Also: Dudioys, 
Jorry Lynn, Vinge: DX, Kimberly, Zero Gravy 
April 2000 (Special Issue): The Y2K Computer 
Tournament, Also: Jarrolt-PTB, Christopher & 
Taylor, Lou E. Dangorously, Lawler Fantastico, 
May 2000: Hey, Scott, Watch Your Back! The 
NWO Is Setting You Up! Also: Hacksaw Duggan, 
Fikishi Phatu, Test, Mike Awesome, 

‘June 2000: Chris Jericho's Deadliest Enemy: 
His Egot Also: Tazz, Kidman-Tortio, Nash-Funk, 
Bul Bagwoll, New Jack 

‘July 2000 (Special tssue): i's True! Kurt Anglo 
‘Will Bo Hotter Than The Rock In Six Months! 
‘Aso: Eizaboth, Stove Blackman, Norman Smiley, 
Spike Dudley, personal questions, 

‘Aug, 2000: WrestleMania 2000: The Real Win- 
ors & Losers! Also: Dustin-Funk, Eddie Gu 
Foro, ECW extrame?, WCW analysis, 

'Sopl. 2000: Those Damn Dudleys! 1s Thero An 
Evil Act Fans Won't Cheer? Also: Billy Kidman, 
‘Taka Michinoku, Yoshihiro Taji, Jolt Jarrtt 

ct, 2000 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report, 
Also! Kurt Angle, Malenko-Satur, Lance Storm, 
Tori, Jumbo Tsuruta, ECW headliners. 

Nov. 2000: When Will Triple-H Procaim ... “Ym 
Sick Of Being A McMahon!" Also: Trish Stratus, 
Shane Douglas, Hulk Hogan, Kevin Nash, Yo- 
shihiro Taj, 


{FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH JANUARY 20011 
‘Jan. 2001: Olympic Games: What Kind OF Angle 
Has Curt Been Running? Also: Tazz-Lawier, Big 
Vito, Stacy Keibler, Chris Benoit, Kid Kash, Chyna. 
March 2001: Who Knows The Rock's Role? Is 
He Ditching Wrestling For Hollywood? Also: 
Trish Stratus, Billy Gunn, Jarrett-Sting, C.W. 
‘Anderson, Booker T. 
May 2001: The WrestleMania Tip Shoot: What 
‘You Must Know About The Event Of The Year! 
Also: Scott Steiner, Dudleys, Malenka & Lita, 
Shane Douglas, Rav 
2001: Game Face! We Haven't Seen Hunt- 
t's Unly Side ... But Just Wait! Also: WWF vs. 
WoW, Kurt Angle, Vinee MeMation, Booker T, 
Hardys & Lita, Haas brothers, WW babes. 
ct, 2001: Will Debra Ice Stone-Cold? Also: 
Vince vs. Shana, Chyna, Wiliam Regal, former Big 
Three stars 
Dee, 2001: The WWF-WCW Dream Matches We 
Really Want! Also: Tazz, Dudleys, Perry Saturn, 
‘Johnny Valentine, 100 WCW facts. 
Feb, 2002: RVD: The Story You've Been Mis: 
ssing For 10 Years! Also: Hardys, Randy Orton, 
‘Shawn Stasiak, Turnbuckle Turkey Awards, 
‘April 2002: Feud Alert! The Lowdown On 2002's 
Hotest Showdowns! Also: Fikish, Stacy Keibler, 
‘Shane Helms, 2001 report cards, 


June 2002: Special Comeback Issue: Tripl 
H, Chris Benoit, Kevin Nash, Also: Chris 
icho, Howard Stern, hypothetical unification 
showdowns. 
‘Aug. 2002: WrestleMania XB: The Rea! Win 
‘And Losers. Also: Hulk Hogan, Scolt Stein 
‘Jamie Noble, Jaret-Christopher, All-Japan 
‘Oct. 2002: Dark Side Be Damned! Undertaker's 
‘At His Best As Himself! Also: Ric Flair, Triple, 
Wahoo MeDaniel, Goldberg, WWE-Hollywood. 
Dec. 2002: The Impossible Dream, Part 2: Can 
‘Angle Win Another Olympic Gold? Also: Shane 
‘McMahon, PTC-WWE, Trish Stratus, Malice, next 
best things, 
1003: HBK’s Miracle Comoback: Will The 
Fans Let Him Make The Smart Choice? Also: 
Edge, RVD, Chuck & Billy, Russ Haas Memorial, 
‘Tumbuckle Turkeys, 

ig Poppa Pump: On A Dirty Mis 
3n- Up WWE. Also: Ron Killings, Big 
‘Show, WWE agents, report cards. 
‘June 2003: Grabbing For Greatness: Triple-H's 
Desperate Quest For Immortality. Also: Abdul 
lah, Shawn Michaels, Chris Benoit, WCW winners, 
losers, 
‘Aug. 2003: WrestleMania XIX: The Supercard 
‘That Changed The Course Of History! Also: 
Rene Dupree, The Hurricane, Chris Jericho, 
‘Team Angle, injuries. 
ct, 2003: Done? Don't Count On It! Stone- 
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Cold Will Die It He Can't Fight! Also: Kiiq, Miss 
Elizabeth, D-Lo Brown, FBI, WWE nostalgia. 

Dec. 2003: The 10 Most Respectable Wres 
ters Who Get No Respect. Also: Dragon vs. 
Misterio, Hulk Hogan, Lance Storm, Sting, 
Lawler vs, Rhodes. 

Feb. 2004: The Game vs 
War That's Too Brutal To Last! Also: Under- 
taker, Kane-Shane, Shaniqua, Briscoes vs. 
Briscos, Tumbuckle Turkeys, 

April 2004: The Raw vs. Smackdown Super 
Bow! Party: WWE Will Never Be The Same! 
Also: Taji, Maven, Carly Colon, Raw report 
cards, 

‘June 2004: Who Can Tame The Beast That 
Batista? Also: Hardcore Holly, Mictiael Shan 
‘Chavo-Eddio, “MeSpansion’s” 20th anniversary. 
‘Aug. 2004: WrestleMania Alumni Agree: Randy 
Orton's Lite Is Changed Forever! Also: Edi 
Guerrero, Hall & Nash, Chris Benolt, insider 
Nov. 20 


‘To Love Him? Also: Shoton Borjamin, Steamboat: 
Punk, Chavo Classic, A.J. Styles, Jonathan 
Coachman, Wiliam Regal. OVW streetight 


Where Brock Lesnar Failed. Also; JBL, Bats 
Dudleys, Striker, Jot! Hardy, Turnbuckle Turkeys, 
‘May 2005: The Return Of Brock Lesnar: Is BL. 
‘The Only Man To Toke Out JBL? Also: Maven, 
Hardeore Holly, Lita, TNA, Raw report cards, 
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You're at the airport. You see your favorite wrestler relaxing in one of the 
terminals. You rush up to him or her as questions fill your excited mind. 
There are certain things you just Haveto know about this person. 


Well, these are the 12 questions you'd never think of asking 


1 
What's the first lesson every aspir- 
ing wrestler should learn? 


Listen before you talk. Listen 
and learn. 


2 
They used to say Ivory Soap was 
“99 and 44/100ths percent pure?” 
What purity percentage are you? 
I'd say 100 percent. | was a 100 
percent honest entertainer. | believed 
every moment. 


3 
Whose idea was it for you to wear 
those tights that had the hole in 
the backside? 

That was just an outfit that was 
left over from a photo shoot we did. 
| thought, “Why not use this as ring 
gear?” William Regal used to 
sneak up to me right before | went 
out (to the ring) and dump his 
water in the hole in the tights, right 
down my crack. 


4 
If the Diva Search was around 
when you were breaking into the 
business, would you have tried to 
qualify for it? 

Never. That’s not the way | want 
to express myself. | only wound up 
in wrestling because of Mando 
Guerrero. He gave some basic train- 
ing to the girls with GLOW, and the 
first thing he said was to listen to 
him or he would hurt us—and that's 
what | liked about wrestling. He was 
trying to separate the true athletes 
from the divas. 
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Lisa “Ivory” Morett 


3 

Speaking of GLOW, what other 
former GLOW girls do you think 
could have made it in WWE? 

Mount Fiji might have been good. 
WWE has never really had the fore- 
sight to use big girls, though. She 
had an athlete’s attitude. 


What was more fun for you— 
playing “Sexual Chocolate” 
Mark Henry’s love interest or 
going the complete opposite 
direction with the super-conser- 
vative Right To Censor? 

Right To Censor. It was a hard 
role to play, and so far away from 
who | really am. | had to step into 
my performer's shoes. It was more 
of a challenge, which was fun. 


7 

Can you describe Joanie “Chyna” 
Laurer in 10 words or less? 

One-of-a-kind talent. And a real 
loss to the business because of the 
choices she has made. It disap- 
points me that she has fallen as far 
as she has. 


Who would you choose to be 
stranded on a desert island 
with: GLOW founder David 
McClain, Hillbilly Jim, or 
Courtney Love? 

Definitely not David McClain— 
I'd probably turn into a murderer 
with him on my island. Hillbilly Jim 
all the way. He’s fun, he’s positive, 
and he could reach the coconuts. 


9 
What's your ultimate “guilty plea- 
sure” pig-out food? 

Chocolate chip cookie dough. It’s 
hard to get it onto a baking sheet 
and wait the 10 minutes for it to 
cook. | just eat it, and | eat it until | 
get sick. 


10 
What’s the last movie you saw 
that made you want to demand a 
refund? 

With Netflix, | always pick good 
movies. | can say that whenever | 
watch Raw it makes my guts 
churn. It makes me feel sad and 
embarrassed. It's a shame what it 
has become. 


nN 

At Trish Stratus’ wedding, didn’t 
you expect some sort of WWE 
run-in or screwjob, like the Test 
and Steph wedding or the Randy 
Savage and Elizabeth wedding? 

I'm proud to say it never crossed 
my mind. | was glad to see there 
weren't a lot of WWE people there, 
just us girls. Not that | wouldn't have 
liked to see the guys or anything. It 
just made me feel good because it 
was such a family affair. It was great 
to see Trish and Ron be really happy 
together. | was especially happy for 
Ron because he finally got his girl. 


12 

So what is Lisa Moretti up to 
today? 

| have two businesses here in 
Friday Harbor, Washington, with my 
partner, Jessica Ray. We run 
Downtown Dog, a do-it-yourself dog 
wash. Everything is designed for the 
dogs’ comfort, and owners can 
wash their dogs. Check us out at 
www.downtowndogwash.com. We 
also run Downtown Dog Care where 
we offer dog and cat daycare. I'd 
love to get some of the guys to 
come by with their dogs sometime. 
Maven could wash his boxer. It 
would be a lot of fun, and I’m really 
enjoying it. You can tell everyone 
Ivory has gone to the dogs. o 


The Wrestling Observer 


BOBO BRAZIL 


Bobo Brazil twists the arm of Gorilla Monsoon duri 
show on December 16, 1963. Brazil was known for t 


baddest monsters, including this one from Manchuria. 
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a Madison Square Garden 
ing on wrestling’s biggest and 


Ineach issue, P/ will honor one member of the Wrestling Observer 
Hall of Fame, which we recognize as the sport’ official Hall of Fame 


credit for breaking the color bar- 
rier in wrestling, that person 
would have to be Bobo Brazil. 

Brazil was born Houston Harris 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1924. 
After training under Joe Savoldi, 
Brazil made his pro debut in 1951, 
a time when wrestling—like many 
other professional sports—was 
segregated. Many promoters 
would only book African-American 
wrestlers against other African- 
American competitors, and Brazil 
was frequently barred from many 
of the hotels and restaurants his 
fellow wrestlers frequented. 

Brazil channeled any frustration 
or anger he might have felt by 
dedicating himself to excelling in 
the ring. At 6’6” and 270 muscular 
pounds, Brazil was one of the true 
powerhouses of the sport. Brazil's 
prodigious strength was matched 
by another remarkable feature: the 
hardest head in wrestling. 

Brazil popularized a standing 
headbutt that was dubbed the 
“coco-butt.” Brazil shrugged off 
closed-fisted punches to the head 
and responded with coco-butts 
that would knock his opponents to 
the canvas. He proved to be 
immensely popular with the fans, 
even in regions where interaction 
between blacks and whites was all 
but nonexistent. Brazil had a nat- 
ural charisma and appeal that 
crossed boundaries and made him 


[- ANY ONE person deserves 


During this May 1973 match, Brazil pounds the head 
of a bloody Sheik. Their feud raged in Detroit for 
many years, and their gorefests are still talked about 
by veteran fans. 


one of the most popular wrestlers 
of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Brazil's incredible popularity 
persuaded promoters to match 
him against their top heels, 
regardless of color. While Brazil 
had epic feuds against fellow 
black stars (and Wrestling 
Observer Hall of Fame members) 
such as Ernie Ladd and Abdullah 
the Butcher, he also feuded with 
such white headliners as Killer 
Kowalski, Dick the Bruiser, and 
Haystacks Calhoun. He became a 
top star in more than a dozen ter- 
ritories, including the Mid-Atlantic, 
New York, Toronto, Buffalo, 
California, and Florida. But it was 
the Detroit territory that snared 
him in the most intense feud of his 
career. 

As one of the top heroes in 
wrestling, it only made sense for 
Brazil to cross paths with the 
sport’s most hated villain, The 


Sheik. Brazil and The 
Sheik squared off in 
bloody battles through- 
out Michigan, Ohio, 
and Ontario on and off 
for three decades. 

Though it was never 
officially acknowledged 
by the NWA, Brazil 
actually scored a controversial vic- 
tory over NWA World champion 
Buddy Rogers on August 18, 
1962, when Rogers suffered an 
injury. Brazil initially refused to 
accept the championship due to 
Rogers’ injury, though the ques- 
tion of who should be the rightful 
NWA champion was disputed. 
Rogers settled the matter two 
months later by beating Brazil. 

Brazil would also face WWWF 
champion Bruno Sammartino for 
that championship, a rarity 
because the federation was tradi- 
tionally reluctant to pit fan 
favorites against fellow fan 
favorites. 

In 1970, Brazil teamed with El 
Mongol to beat the team of Mr. Ito 
and The Great Ota in the first 
racially mixed match ever to take 
place in Atlanta. 

Brazil won the Mid-Atlantic- 
based U.S. title (which has 


By 1975, Brazil was regarded as one of the top fan favorites in the 
world, Here, he armlocks Moondog Mayne in a tag team match pitting 
him and Mr. Wrestling I! against Mayne and Luke Graham in Atlanta. 


evolved into the U.S. champi- 
onship WWE currently recog- 
nizes) on three occasions. He also 
held the WWA heavyweight title 
twice and several regional singles 
and tag team championships. 

He retired in the early-1990s 
and owned a restaurant named 
Bobo’s Grill in Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. Brazil died at age 74 on 
January 20, 1998, after suffering a 
series of strokes. He was posthu- 
mously given the PW/ Editors’ 
Award that year. 

Brazil remains one of the most 
fondly remembered stars of 
wrestling’s first “Golden Age” of the 
1950s and early-1960s. Often called 
the “Jackie Robinson Of Wrestling,” 
Brazil proved that a great performer 
could break down the walls of preju- 
dice, and he thrilled a generation of 
fans of all colors. 

“He was sort of an idol because 
there were no black wrestlers 
around back then,” the Rev. 
Donald Adkins told the St. Joseph 
(Michigan) Herald-Palladium fol- 
lowing Brazil’s death. “Everybody 
loved him, especially the kids.” 

He was inducted into the WWE 
Hall of Fame in 1994 and is a 
charter member of the Wrestling 
Observer Hall of Fame. a) 
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W's first year, Scott Hall, Bruno Sam- 
‘martina, Daa Page, Kevin Von Erich, Ric 
Fer, and more! 32 color pinup! 


1980, including Hogan, Andre, Cactus, Austin, 


‘respected columnists, including Dan Shocket, 
‘Sting, and moré! 32 color pinups! 


Keep your series intact with our eighth an- 
nual edition. Includes a review of 2002. 


The seventh nnl eon updates ou ie 
cal records and takes a look back at the year 


Che ess Coreen” or exh asc 1680, 
including Michaels, Sting, Fa, Ventura, Kim- 
bel, Blass, Luger, ant morel 32 colo pinup! 


At 180 pages, our most in-depth lok atthe top 
‘wrest inthe sport. Contains @ comprehensive 
listing of the more than 2,000 wrestlers who 
‘have been ranked inthe “500” since 1991, 
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Federations 
Profiled! 


More than 160 pro wrestling federations 
profiled, 10 crucial questions for 2005, top 
30 prospects. Digest format. 


A review of the biggest stories of 2004, 
plus title chronology and PPV result up- 
dates, and more. 


2006 


resin 
Almanac; 1 


Insider scouting reports on 50 stars, coor pin- 
ups galore, 164 pages, 


Pay-per-view and title lineage updates, 2 
look back at the top stories of 2005, plus 
much more 


2006 in review, plus pay-per-view rundown, 
{itle histories, and much more. 


Grading the top 50 stars in the sport today. 
164 pages, 
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By Al Alven 


ING OF HONOR champion 
was hailed 
as a returning conqueror when 
ROH made its way to Tokyo on July 
16, and rightfully so. The 6'3”, 297- 
pound monster has destroyed every- 
thing in his path since capturing the 
title from back in Febru- 
ary. His dominating run is already 
being compared to 's 
legendary 21-month reign. 

In the main event of ROH's first 
show in Japan, Morishima success- 
fully defended his title against 

. His toughest chal- 
lenge will likely come, however, 
when he faces " 
who is now fully recovered from the 
injuries that plagued him earlier this 
year and will be vying to become the 
five-year-old promotion’s first two- 
time singles champion. 

Danielson also had a strong | 
showing in the “Land Of The | 
Rising Sun,” earning a submission 


victory over in Tok- 

yo and teaming with to de- 

feat and 
as well as 


and 
in a three-way in Osaka the 
following night. 

Equally as impressive in Japan 
were , who 
continue to add plenty of cre- 
dence to their claim as one of the [f 
top young teams in the world. The 
ROH tag champs teamed with 
Marufuji to defeat ; 

, and in 
Tokyo, then retained their straps 
in Osaka with a highly entertaining 
win over and 


As the NWA heavyweight title 


tournament continues, the alli- 
ance has already crowned new 
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tag team champions: 
and , otherwise 
known as The Real American He- 
toes. The duo defeated the teams of 
and 

as well as and 

in a three-way on July 8 in 
McAllen, Texas. 

TNA kingpin made a 
very rare indy appearance on July 
21 for the, um, interestingly named 
Blood, Sweat, and Ears promotion, 
based out of Canada. He success- 
fully defended his title with a submis- 
sion victory over in 
the main event of “Gold Rush 2007” 
in Timmons, Ontario. 

The biggest impact of the even- 
ing, however, was made by fellow 
TNA star , who not 


ROH champion Takeshi Morishima still has the 
unenviable task of maintaining a presence in North 
America and Japan. Those worlds collided recently 
when Morishima faced one of his top ROH chal- 
lengers, Nigel McGuinness, in Tokyo. 


only scored a win over a very game 
, but later laid out 
former WWE, WCW, and ECW star 
, immediately after 
Storm had defeated 

. Storm, who is semi-retired, 
may see more in-ring action in the 
coming months, much to the delight 
of the Canadian fans. He has vowed 
revenge against Roode, but his per- 
sonal rivalry with Daniels seems to 

be only heating up as well. 

In other notable results from the 
show, used a 
pair of nunchakus to put the first 
blemish on the previously undefeat- 
ed record of , 
and retained his BSE suicide 
six-pack title in a wild affair over 
challengers 

, and i 

It seems that third-generation 
wrestlers are popping up all over 
the place these days. Superstars 
such as and 

have or continue to make 
their mark in WWE, but their 
respective success stories have 
also paved the way for the next 
wave. 

On June 26, = 
the son of 

and grandson 
of the legendary i—won 
a 21-man battle royal to become 
the first-ever Florida Champion- 
ship Wrestling Southern heavy- 
weight champion. Smith is 
regarded as one of the WWE's 
top prospects, and his ascension 
to the top of the company’s 
newest developmental territory 
only enforces that notion. 

Smith is joined in FCW by his 
cousins, (daugh- 
ter of ) and 


Teddy Hart, trying to posi- 
tion Jay Lethal into a power 
as signed a WWE ( & 
developmental contract. Ob- 

illing 
rebelli- 


bomb, 


viously, officials are 
to overlook Hart 


ous reputation for the 
chance of rebuilding 
the Hart dynasty in 


WWE. 


(son of and 

), who recently inked a devel- 
opmental deal, even after earning a 
reputation for trouble on the indy cir- 
cuit. Along with fellow Hart family 
trainee, , they have 
formed the Hart Foundation 2.0. 

Look for the new stable to invade 
Ohio Valley Wrestling, WWE's top 
minor-league affiliate, in the coming 
months. 

On July 24, it was also an- 
nounced that the big company had 
signed to a devel- 
opmental deal. The son of his name- 
sake, the former 

, and grandson 
of wrestlers 
and , Ted Jr. was as- 
signed to FCW. If that weren’t 
enough, he was trained by eight- 
time NWA World champion 


Recent Title Changes: 
All-American Wrestling, Ber- 
wyn, IL, June 16: & 
defeated 
& ; & 
, and 
( & 


) in a four-way match to win 
the AAW tag team title ... UWA 
Hardcore, Mississauga, Oniario, 


June 22: 
( & ) beat 
) to capture the UWA 
Hardcore tag team titles ... 
Pro Wrestling Unplugged, 
Philadelphia, PA, June 16: 
regained the 
PWU heavyweight title by 
defeating & 
in a “Crazy 8" match ... 
Great Canadian Wresiling, 
Oshawa, Ontario, July 13: 
& 
defeated 
and to 
win the GCW tag team title... 
NWA Empire, Covina, CA, 
duly 13: bested 
in a two-out-of- 
three-falls contest to win the 
EWF cruiserweight champi- 
onship ... Combat Zone 
Wrestling, Philadelphia, PA, July 
14: defeated 
to become a three-time CZW heavy- 
weight champion... beat 
in a tournament final to win 
“Best Of The Best VII"... United 
States Wrestling Organization, 
Nashville, TN, July 20: 
& 
defeated 
& to win the USWO 
tag team title. Also on the card, 
(with 
) pinned 
to win the TV title ... Pro Wres- 
tling Alliance, Pasadena, TX, 
duly 21: defeated 
to become the first-ever 
PWA champion ... ( 
& ) beat 
( & 
) to become the inaugural PWA 
tag team titleholders ... IWA Mid 
South, Joliet, IL, July 21: \WA 
Mid-South heavyweight champion 
defeated women’s 
champion ina 
special challenge match to capture 
her title ... Independent Wres- 
tling Federation, West Paterson, 


NJ, July 22: & 
beat 

& to win the IWF tag 

team title. oO 
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FTER MISSING SEVEN weeks of action due to 

a knee injury suffered on the Mexican reality 

show Los Cinco Magnificos, 
returned to the rings of CMLL at the end of July. 
Since first appearing on the series, Aguayo has 
emerged as one of the most popular luchadores in 
all of Mexico, thanks to his mainstream visibility. His 
feud with the country’s hottest act, has 
helped Aguayo develop into the top rudo in all of 
lucha libre. 

During his time rehabbing his knee, Aguayo per- 
suaded newly turned rudo to join his red- 
hot Los Perros del Mal stable, and the group is wag- 
ing war on several fronts: with Mistico, against veter- 
an , and with 's Los 
Guerreros del Atlantida faction. With all those feuds 
ongoing, the group needed some added manpower 
to aid in the fight. 


CMLL’s top rudos due to a feud with the popular Mistico. Here, Aguayo challenges the masked flyer 


to a hair-vs.-mask match, an encounter that never took place. 
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By Mike Spillane 


The ailing Puerto Rican wrestling scene will get a 
much-needed boost over the next few months, 
thanks to visits from some of wrestling’s biggest 
stars. In August, the former tk 

, will be back in action with 's World 
Wrestling Council. He's been appearing there spo- 
radically all summer. Hall, billed as Razor Ramon, is 
next in line to challenge for the WWC 
Universal title. Shortly thereafter, will 
make a stop on the island, marking his first match in 
Puerto Rico in almost 20 years. Besides these inter- 
national names, Puerto Rican mainstays 7 

, and have all 
defected from the rival IWA promotion to WWC, bol- 
stering the roster. 

New Japan Pro Wrestling hosts the biggest annual 
showcase for junior heavyweight wrestlers each sum- 
mer. The 14th annual Best of the Super Juniors tour- 
nament took place 
over the course of 
two weeks in June, 
with 14 competitors 
participating in round- 
robin competition. 
The tournament in- 
cluded past winners 
such as 

, and 

. Also compet- 
ing were first-time 
participants such as 
Dragon Gate rookie 


, and rising star 


. Milano won the 
tournament final over 
, and 

then, as if to immedi- 
ately eschew the 
junior heavyweights, 
demanded to be in- 
cluded in August's 
“G-1 Climax,” a tour- 
nament exclusively 
for heavyweights. His 


wish has been granted, and he'll move up a weight 
class starting with the G-1. 

In a semi-related upset, Ryusuke Taguchi—not 
counted among the top athletes in New Japan Pro 
Wrestling’s junior heavyweight division—captured 
the IWGP junior title from MINORU. Taguchi, typical- 
ly relegated to opening match tag bouts with mentor 
El Samurai, has been on anything but a hot streak 
since returning from an extended stay in Mexico, 
training with CMLL. Taguchi petitioned for, and got, 
a shot at MINORU and the IWGP junior heavyweight 
title and shocked fans and critics alike by using his 
“Dodon” facebuster finisher to take the title on the 
sixth of July. 

A recent interview in the Japanese press let an 
interesting tidbit slip out to the public. Although not 
officially announced, it would seem that Pro 
Wrestling NOAH founder and all-around puroresu 
legend Mitsuharu Misawa will be coming to the 
States this autumn to appear with Ring of Honor. In 
the past, ROH has hosted such NOAH luminaries 
as Kenta Kobashi, Naomichi Marufuji, and even 
the reigning ROH champion, Takeshi Morishima. 
Misawa, the current NOAH Global Honored Crown 
champion, is hot off a recent defense before a giant 
crowd at Budokan Hall. On July 15, he retained his 
title over age-old rival Akira Taue in what was billed 
as the final meeting between the two. 

Two Japanese stars already in the United States 
are wrestlers from All Japan Pro Wrestling. Company 
president Keiji Muto dispatched rookie Brute Issei 
and up-and-comer Akira Raijin for an extended tour 
abroad. Both men have already wrestled for TNA, 
and are appearing all over the U.S. independent cir- 
cuit. They'll remain here through November, getting 
some international seasoning and learning the 
American style of wrestling as they go. 

Throughout the summer months, Japanese free- 
lancer Kensuke Sasaki has been trying to land a 
spot as the top contender to All Japan’s Triple 
Crown, currently held by Minoru Suzuki. Sasaki 
even went so far as to challenge Suzuki face to 
face, only to be turned down by the reigning cham- 
pion. Retired wrestler Hiroshi Hase, who is both 
Sasaki’s former tag partner and a behind-the- 
scenes Official in All Japan Pro Wrestling, has taken 
up Sasaki’s cause. Hase has been given the hon- 
orary title of PWF president; the PWF, which is 
essentially defunct, is the parent company for one 
of the three belts that makes up the AJPW Triple 
Crown. 

After Suzuki's July defense of the Triple Crown 
over Keiji Muto, Hase stipulated that if Sasaki could 
finish the summer without a single loss, he would 
have to be considered the number-one contender 
for the titles. True to form, Sasaki, in both singles 
and tag team action, mowed down the competition. 


Photo by Koichi Yoshizawa 


Ring of Honor will be welcoming Pro Wrestling NOAH founder 
and Global Honored Crown champion Mitsuharu Misawa (pic- 
tured) to the U.S. this fall. The Japanese legend most recently 
retained his belt against longtime nemesis Akira Taue. 


When All Japan's August tour came to an end, he 
had won every match. Now, All Japan commission- 
ers have ordered that Minoru Suzuki must defend 
against Kensuke Sasaki in his next title bout, 
scheduled to take place before you read this. The 
timing of Sasaki’s ascent to title contention is fortu- 
nate, as previous Triple Crown champ Taiyo Kea 
broke his jaw in July and will be on the sidelines for 
some time to come. O 
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We encourage promoters and readers 
to e-mail results to; 


PwiResults@yahoo.com 


Please try to utilize the exact format you 
see in the “Arena Reports.” Also, please 
distinguish between handicap matches and 
three- or four-way matches. And, when 
reporting the result of a handicap match, 
indicate the number of competitors and 
who was the last man eliminated. Finally, 
please note pinfall finishes. Following these 
guidelines will help us greatly and make it 


more likely that your report will be used. 


Booker by DQ ... Randy Orton beat Sgt. Carlito pinned Super Crazy ... Jim Duggan 
Slaughter ... Carlito beat John Cena beat William Regal ... King Booker pinned 
Spotlight Card of the Month (07-30-07) Cody Rhodes ... Raw World tag team 


—Dave Lenker champs Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch 
CALIFORNIA beat Brian Kendrick & Paul London .. 
PRESCOTT VALLEY—WWE Raw at Tim's Women’s champ Candice Michelle beat 

Toyota Center: Val Venis beat Sylvan Melina ... Ken Kennedy pinned Sant 


Vontavious Porter 
Hornswoggle g 
p Chavo Guerrero, Jimmy Wang 
Yang, Shannon Moore, Funaki 
Jamie Noble to win the cruis 


Pole” m: 


le” ma Candic 
helle 


hic d Melina con 
Umaga d Jeff 
p John Morrison de 


Randy Orton 


Batista in 
World P| 
Bobby Lashley. 
(07-22-07 


n John Cena 


—"Spotlight” photos 
by George Napolitano 


UNITED STATES 


PHOENIX—Smackdown/ECW at the U.S. 
Airways Center: Kane beat Chris Masters 
Mark Henry beat Nate Nickerson . 

Matt Hardy beat Montel Vontavious 
Porter by countout ... Jamie Noble 
pinned Shannon Moore ... Jimmy Wang 
Yang beat Kenny Dykstra ... John 
Morrison pinned Joey Ryan ... Stevie 
Richards beat Kevin Thorn ... Big 
Daddy V beat Brandon Gatson, Jeff 
Michaels, & John Orstrom The Miz 
pinned Mahoney ... C.M. Punk beat 
Tommy Dreamer Ric Flair & Batista 
beat Smackdown World tag team champs 
Deuce & Domino by DQ. 
(07-31-06) 

—Dave Lenker 


TUCSON—WWE Raw at the TCC Arena 

Jillian Hall, Melina, & Beth Phoenix beat 

Candice Michelle, Mickie James, & Maria 

... Intercontinental champ Umaga beat 

Santino Marella ... Cody Rhodes pinned Montel Vontavious Porter grabs Matt Hardy's hands and pulls back in one of many 
Daivari ... Ken Kennedy beat Bobby _ attempts to keep the North Carolina native from mounting an aerial attack. MVP retained 
Lashley ... Jerry Lawler beat King _ his U.S. championship against Hardy at The Great American Bash in San Jose. 
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Marella ... Bobby Lashley pinned Umaga 
... Raw World champ John Cena beat 
Randy Orton. 
(07-29-07) 

—Dave Lenker 


LODI—Big Time Wrestling at the Lodi 
Pavillion: Cyclone Dos Mil pinned Chico 
Navarro ... Sheik Khan pinned Ray 
Kejimura ... Von Kool defeated Puma .. 
Wild Storm pinned Dash Riprock ... Thrill 
beat The Ballards ... Honky Tonk Man 
pinned L’Empereur ... Jason Styles beat 
Frankie Kazarian. 
(08-10-07) 

—Mike Lano 


COMMERCE CITY—Fusion Pro Wrestling’s 
“Brawl 4 It All” at the Mile High Event Center: 
Jason Noel beat Arik Angel Dustin 
Uhrich beat Raheem Rashaad Doc 
Jones pinned Tommy Bouchet ... Stone D. 
beat Hollywood J.D.T. ... Matt Yaden beat 
Billy V. by DQ ... Jeff McAllister beat Paul 
Diamond, Juntsu, and Duff Doyle in a four- 
way match to become the new champ. 
(08-04-07) 

—Brady Hicks 


CRAIG—Fusion Pro Wrestling at the Craig 
Fairgrounds: Stone D. beat Paul Diamond 
Dustin Uhrich pinned Tommy Bouchet 
.. Dustin Uhrich & Paul Diamond beat Stone 
D. & Matt Yaden. 
(08-03-07) 
—Brady Hicks 


ORLANDO—TNA Hard Justice at Universal 
Studios: Sonjay Dutt & Jay Lethal beat 
Christopher Daniels & Senshi and The 
Motor City Machine Guns in a three-way 
match ... Kaz pinned Raven ... James 
Storm beat Rhino ... The Latin American 
Exchange beat The Voodoo Kin Mafia ... 
Robert Roode beat Eric Young ... Chris 
Harris beat Black Reign Rick & Scott 
Steiner beat Team 3D ... Abyss, Sting, & 
Andrew Martin beat Christian Cage 
Travis Tomko, & A.J. Styles in a barbed- 
wire “Six Sides Of Steel” match ... TNA 
World and IWGP 3rd Belt champ Kurt 
Angle beat Samoa Joe for the World tag 
team and X division titles in a “Winner 
Takes All" match. 
(08-12-07) 

—Dave Rosenbaum 


STEGER—Elite Pro Wrestling from the 
Steger VFW: Jeff King beat Adam Reynolds 
by submission ... Jeff Brooks beat Stryc-9 
... In a non-ttle match, Abaddon beat heavy- 
weight champ Chase Richards ... In the six- 
man $600 tag match, Brandon Graves, Kid 
Hybrid, & Jimmy Shalwin beat Jay Jensen, 
Marion Fontaine, & Masked Destroyer II 
when Brandon Graves pinned Masked 
Destroyer Il... Jay Jensen beat Kid Hybrid, 
Jimmy Shalwin, and Marion Fontaine ... Jay 
Jensen beat Brandon Graves by submission 
to win the six-man $600 tag match ... Jason 
Hades beat Jake O'Neal ... The Iron Saints 
(Vito & Sal Thomaselli) beat Team W.A.R. 
(Acid & Synn) by DQ to retain the EPW tag 
team championship. 
(08-04-07) 

—Kevin Adams 


four-way bra-and-panties match that took place at last year’s Bash. But this year, Candice 
Michelle successfully defended the WWE women’s title against the fiery Melina. 


KANSAS CITY—TNA at the Memorial Hall: 
Eric Young beat Robert Roode ... Jay 
Lethal pinned Petey Williams ... LAX beat 
Team 3D to become the number-one con- 
tenders to the TNA World tag title Chris 
Harris pinned James Storm ... Abyss beat 
Travis Tomko in a no-DQ match ... TNA 
World champion Kurt Angle beat Christian 
Cage via submission 
(08-04-07) 

—Rich Pennacchio 


WILLIAMSBURG—Appalachian Wrestling 
Federation from the National Guard Armory: 
Jamie Baker beat David Runyan 
Gorgeous J.C. beat Johnny Jordan 
Billy Maverick pinned Tiny Tim ... The 
Lynch Boys beat Scotty Ray & Justin 
Grunge to become the new tag team 
champs ... Heavyweight champ Shawn 
Christopher pinned Rick Morton. 
(08-04-07) 

—Brett Morris 


FRENCHBURG—Appalachian Wrestling 
Federation at Menifee County Middle School: 
J.C. beat The Black Demon and Bubba E. 


Lee ... Tiny Tim beat Joey Bravo ... Allen & 
Wes Lynch vs. Scotty Ray & Justin Grunge 
ended in a double-countout ... Zodiak beat 
Christopher Michael Lotus ... Jamie Baker 
beat Tracy Smothers by DQ ... Shawn 
Christopher beat Ro-Z (Rosey) by DQ to 
retain the heavyweight championship. 
(08-02-07) 

—Joe Clark 


WEST MONROE—Bayou Independent 
Wrestling at the West Monroe Sports 
Complex: Sean Cordova beat Texas Red 
Don Juan beat The Gameboys in handi- 
cap match ... Tony Moralles beat Aguila 
Negro ... State of Emergency beat Joey 
Spector, J, & Dusty Wolfe in a six-man 
match ... Scott Murdoch beat Marty Cone 
.. Andy Dalton beat J.T. LaMotta ... Ikaika 
beat Jon Heidenreich and Steve Anthony 
ina three-way match 
(07-29-07) 
—Jason Whitman 


PORTLAND—WWE Smackdown at the 
Cumberland County Civic Center: Chuck 
Palumbo beat Chris Masters ... Festus & 
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Ws still surprising that C.M. Punk has 
been unable to claim the ECW title, 
especially against current champion 
John Morrison, considering Punk's 


igher skill level. But somehow, Mor- 
other title victory 
against Punk at the GAB. 


Jesse Dalton beat Paul Birchall & Dave 
Taylor ... Big Daddy V pinned Stevie 
Richards ... Smackdown World tag team 
champs Deuce & Domino beat Brian & Brett 
Major ... Kane pinned Finlay ... Matt Hardy 
beat Mark Henry by reverse decision ... ECW 
champ John Morrison beat Tommy 
Dreamer ... Batista beat Smackdown World 
champ The Great Khali by DQ. 
(08-12-07) 

—Brandi Mankiewicz 


BANGOR—WWE Smackdown at the 
Bangor Auditorium: Festus & Jesse Dalton 
beat Paul Birchall & Dave Taylor ... Chuck 
Palumbo pinned Chris Masters 
Smackdown World tag team champs Deuce 
& Domino beat Brian & Brett Major ... Big 
Daddy V pinned Stevie Richards ... Funaki 
beat Roughhouse O'Reilly ... Kane pinned 
Finlay ... Matt Hardy beat Mark Henry by 
reverse decision ... ECW champ John 
Morrison pinned Tommy Dreamer .. 
Batista beat Smackdown World champ The 
Great Khali by DQ. 
(08-11-07) 

—Brandi Mankiewicz 


BOSTON—Ring of Honor at the Reggie 
Lewis Track & Athletic Center: Jack Evans 
battled Davey Richards to a double-DQ ... 
Lacey pinned Daizee Haze ... Chris Hero 
beat Nigel McGuinness in a “Pure Rules” 
match ... Matt Cross beat Brent Albright, 
Delirious, Eddie Edwards, Jigsaw, & Pelle 
Primeau in a six-way match ... Bryan 
Danielson beat Matt Sydal ... Ring of Honor 
champ Takeshi Morishima beat Claudio 
Castagnoli ... Kevin Steen & El Generico 
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beat Jay & Mark Briscoe in a streetfight 
(08-10-07) 
—Randy Hewitt 


LOWELL—Chaotic Wrestling at the Polish 
American Veterans Club: Nikki Roxx pinned 
Lexus ... Fred Sampson and Big Rick 
Fuller wrestled to a no-contest ... Brandon. 
Locke & Chase Del Monte beat Justin 
Corino & Nick Saber ... New England 
champ Brian Fury pinned Alex Arion .. 
Handsome Johnny pinned Tommy Liddell 
Maverick Wild pinned Matthew Evagrius 
The Blowout Boys beat Jason Blade & 
Kid Mikaze to win the tag team title ... Matt 
& Nick Logan beat Brian Milonas via DQ in 
a two-on-one handicap match, 
(08-10-07) 


—Dave Ratty 


LAS VEGAS—WWE Raw at the Thomas & 
Mack Center: Val Venis beat Sylvan ... 
William Regal beat Jim Duggan ... Raw 
World tag team champs Lance Cade & 
Trevor Murdoch beat Brian Kendrick & Paul 
London ... Carlito beat Super Crazy ... King 
Booker pinned Cody Rhodes ... Women’s 
champ Candice Michelle beat Melina ... Ken 
Kennedy pinned Santino Marella ... Bobby 
Lashley beat Umaga ... Raw World champ 
John Cena pinned Randy Orton. 
(07-29-07) 

—Dave Lenker 


SWANZEY—Eastern Pro Wrestling at the 
Cheshire Fair: Rocco Abruzzi pinned Nick 
Steel ... Brandon Locke beat Brian Fury 
and Owen Graichen in a triple-threat match 


Sonny Goodspeed & D.J. Baron beat 
Anthony Paccito & Preston Patrick ... 
Nikki Roxx won a battle royal ... Nikki Roxx 
beat heavyweight champ Bob Evans by 
countout ... Dan Freitas, Brian Nunes, 
Thom Kane, & Ray Diamond beat Sid 
Momentum, Big Louie, Max Bauer, & 
Handsome Johnny ina steel cage match. 
(08-01-07) 

—Shawn O'Domski 


SEASIDE HEIGHTS—National Wrestling 
Superstars at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish Hall: Kibootsie beat Indian Warrior 
Draven ... Rhett Titus beat J.D. Smooth ... 
Saddam Insane beat Mikey Pacifica ... Ina 
handicap chokeslam challenge, TNT beat 
K.C. Koresh & Junior Johnson ... Hyena 
beat J.C. Rage in a “Seaside Streetfight” ... 
Sibootsie beat Wasted Youth by submis- 
sion ... The Patriot beat Johnny Candido. 
(08-02-07) 


—Erin Dusko 


EDISON—Ring of Honor at the Inman Sports 
Club: Daizee Haze beat Sara Del Rey, 
Alicia, and Portia Perez in a four-way match 
.. Mitch Franklin, Ernie Osiris, & Gran 
Akuma beat Shane Hagadorn, Alex Payne, 
& Rhett Titus ... El Generico beat Chris 
Hero .,, Davey Richards beat Pelle 
Primeau ... Jack Evans beat Brent 
Albright ... Claudio Castagnoli beat Mike 
Quackenbush .., Generico beat Richards ... 
Castagnoli beat Jack Evans ... Erick 
Stevens beat Hallowicked, Jigsaw, Matt 
Cross, Kevin Steen, and B.J. Whitmer ... 
Mark Briscoe, Austin Aries, Bryan 
Danielson, & Matt Sydal beat Jay Briscoe, 
Delirious, Nigel McGuinness, & Roderick 
Strong ... Castagnoli beat Generico. 
(07-28-07) 

—Al Castle 


BUFFALO—WWE Raw at the HSBC Arena: 
William Regal won a battle royal to become 
Raw's new general manager ... Snitsky beat 
Rory McAllister ... Jillian Hall beat Mickie 
James ... King Booker beat Jerry Lawler 
... John Cena beat Umaga by DQ. 
(08-06-07) 

—Dan Murphy 


CHARLOTTE—NWA “Legends Fanfest” at 
Hilton University Park Hotel Ballroom: Christy 
Hemme beat Tracy Brooks ... Brad Thomas 
beat Chris Escobar ... T.J. Kirby beat 
George South Sr. & George South Jr. in a 
handicap match ... Randy & Bill Mulkey beat 
George South Sr. & George South ur. in a 
special challenge match ... The Barbarian 
beat Timber the Insane Lumberjack in a 
hardcore match ... Steve Williams beat 
Butch Reed ... Samoa Joe beat Aw. Styles 
and Christian Cage in three-way dance ... 
The Midnight Express beat The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express. 
(08-11-07) 

—Michael Carpenter 


WADESBORO—World Class Extreme 
Wrestling at the HMOC Center: Chris Jones 
beat Trent Wilde Kid Evil, Buddy 
Langley, Scottie Brooks, and Josh Hunter 
fought fo a no-contest when Team Florida 
interfered ... Shaq Knox beat Tyron Knox 

Sean Cruise & Steven Dillinger beat 
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The “Legend Killer” struck again when Randy Orton hit Dusty Rhodes in the head with a cowbell 
during their Texas bullrope match, making the pin in less than six minutes. Rhodes was saved from 
further humiliation when his son, Cody, ran in after the match to save him. 


D.Z. Hyde & Cowboy Cletus to win the tag 
team title ... Dick Foley beat Keith Blonde 
... Heavyweight champ Corey Edsel beat 
Johnny Vandal ... Aaron Devil beat Tito 
Rain in a dog-collar match ... Tommy 
Vandal beat Maximum Capacity by reverse 
decision ... Hangtime beat Tracy Gilbert to 
win the New Class ttle. 

(08-04-07) 


YOUNGSTOWN—WWE Smackdown/ECW 
at the Chevrolet Centre: Chuck Palumbo beat 
Paul Birchall ... Batista beat Deuce 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat Eugene ... Victoria 
beat Torrie Wilson ... Matt Hardy pinned 
Finlay ... Kane beat Sylvan ... Smackdown 
World champ The Great Khali beat Ric Flair 
... The Boogeyman beat Jesse Guilmette .. 
Elijah Burke pinned Tommy Dreamer ... The 
Miz beat Mark Henry ... C.M. Punk beat 
John Morrison ... Smackdown World champ 
The Great Khali beat Batista by DQ. 
(08-07-07) 


—Texas Patton 


—Bill Chilsey 


CLINTON—Mid-Ohio Pro Wrestling at the 
Clinton Elementary School: The Rouge 
pinned The Milwaukee Mauler ... Robby 
‘Star beat Christian Vaughn ... Kenny Hen- 
drix beat Brian Valentine ... The Super De- 
stroyer pinned Sherman Tank ... The Rouge 
beat Robby Star ... Kenny Hendrix pinned The 
Super Destroyer ... The Rouge pinned Kenny 
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Hendrix to become the new Mid-Ohio heavy- 
weight champ ... Shark Boy & Sherman 
Tank beat Dave DuPonte & Brian Bender 
The Barbarian beat War Machine Nitro. 
(07-29-07) 


OKLAHOMA CITY—Impact Zone Wrestling 
at the Impact Arena: Nathan Sensation beat 
MSWA Mid-South champ Brad Michaels for 
the title ... Mitch W. Carter beat Black 
Mamba #5 ... Tag team champs Team 
Shenanigans beat Impact Inc. ... Impact 
Division champ John O'Malley beat Thomas 
Rumsfeld ... Aaron Neil vs. heavyweight 
champ Michael Barry went to a no-contest. 
(08-11-07) 


—WMatthew Kerr 


—C.M. Burns 


TULSA—Compound Pro Wrestling at the 
Compound Arena: Romero Contreras beat 
SI-X ... El Super Colibri beat The 
Canadian Luchadore ... Michael York beat 
Cold-Blooded Chris by DQ ... The 
Canadian Red Devil beat Rico Suave 
Heavyweight champ AWOL beat Pork Chop 

Sudden Impact beat tag team champs 
Texas Inc. by DQ 
(08-11-07) 

—C.M. Burns 


MIDWEST CITY—Mid-South Wrestling 
Alliance at the Golden Goose Flea Market: 
Tyler Bateman beat AWOL by countout 


The Bold & the Beautiful (Tommy Smash & 
Brian Grimm with Jessi Jersey) beat The 
South Side Soul Assassins (3rd Rail & 
Tyson James) ... Mid-South champ Brad 
Michaels beat Black Mamba #5 
Oklahoma champ Aaron Neil beat Eric Rose. 
(08-05-07) 

—C.M. Burns 


OKLAHOMA CITY—Impact Zone Wrestling 
at the Impact Arena: Aaron Neil beat 
Nathan Sensation ... Mitch W. Carter beat 
Black Mamba #5 ... Impact Inc. (John 
Zorthos & Bernie Donderwitz) beat The 
New Age Syndicate (Scott Sanders & 
Shawn Sanders) ... Heavyweight champ 
Michael Barry beat Thomas Rumsfeld ... 
Brad Michaels beat Impact division champ 
John O'Malley by DQ. 
(08-04-07) 

—C.M, Burns 


TULSA—Compound Pro Wrestling at the 
Compound Arena: Romero Contreras beat 
SI-X Anthony Jackson beat Cold- 
Blooded Chris and Brian Lakewood in a 
triple-threat match ... The Canadian Red 
Devil beat Matt Emerald ... Sudden Impact 
(Sudden Impact 1 & Sudden Impact 2) beat 
Beau Dalton & Rico Suave ... Tag team 
champs Texas, Inc. (Tim Rockwell & 
Bernard Funk with Stevie Caballero) beat 
Michael York & K.C. ... Justin Lee beat El 
Super Colibri, Fury, The Canadian 
Luchadore, and J.P. Steele in a gauntlet 


While Khali certainly made quick work of 
Batista during their triple-threat match 
with Kane, the Punjabi owes a great deal 
of his win to “The Animal,” who deliv- 
ered a Batista bomb to Kane, enabling 
Khali to take his own shot at Kane and 
make the pin. 


match to become the first ComPro Oklahoma 
X division champ. 
(08-04-07) 

—C.M. Burns 


BETHLEHEM—WWE Raw at the Stabler 
Arena: Bradley Jay beat Charlie Haas 
Snitsky pinned Super Crazy ... William 
Regal beat Johnny Jeter ... Women’s 
champ Candice Michelle pinned Beth 
Phoenix ... Cody Rhodes beat Daivari 
Raw World tag team champs Lance Cade & 
Trevor Murdoch beat Cryme Tyme 
Intercontinental champ Umaga beat Ken 
Kennedy and Carlito ... Raw World champ 
John Cena pinned Randy Orton 
(08-11-07) 

—Lisa Rocchi 


PORT ROYAL—Pro Wrestling Entertainment 
at Port Royal Speedway: Lance Pratt won by 
countout over Shane Valentine and Bill 
Bain ... Jey Graham pinned Mighty Gorgon 

Icarus pinned Jigsaw ... Johnny 
Graham pinned Shane Shadows 
Jackpot pinned Cowboy Dunk ... Kage won 
the heavyweight championship by pinfall over 
Mike Quackenbush. 
(08-04-07) 

—Erin Robbins 


ROCK HILL—Exodus Wrestling Alliance 
Rock Hill at Robert Hope Memorial Gym 


(YMCA): Bobby Houston beat junior heavy 
weight champ George South Jr. by DO 
Jesse Morris beat Terrific Tony ... Charlie 
Dreamer beat George South Sr. ... Big Sid 
beat Jason Jones ... Jimmy Jack Funk Jr. 
beal Jake Manning 
(08-02-07) 

—Michael Carpenter 


DYERSBURG—New Blood Wrestling at NBW 
Arena: Crazy Train and The Sicilian Kid beat 
The Rough Necks (E.Z. Ryder & Gunner 
Thompson) when Kid pinned Ryder ... Alex 
Krisis and Zane Richards went to a time limit 
draw ... Void beat Ex-Con and Lil’ Tim 
Alfonzo in a triple-threat match to become the 
new hardcore champ ... Black Label Society 
(A.J. Bradley & Robbie Douglas) beat 
Phoenix X in a handicap match ... Kilo beat 
Mark Justice by DQ ... Tim Edwards & J.R. 
Manson beat Jeremy Moore & Tank when 
Manson pinned Tank. 
(08-11-07) 

—Tim L. Robertson 


JACKSON—Tennessee Independent Wres 
tling Federation at the True Force Arena: Way 
Cool beat The Gathering in a handicap 
match ... Weasel beat Chico Mendoza- 
Menendez ... Spyder beat Punisher Dre’ 
Black and Johnny Thunder in a triple-threat 
match ... Big Nasty Bob & Steven Rampage 
beat Overkill & Boogieman Scream 

Wildside beat Moondog Rex in the third 


found of a heavyweight title tournament 
P.K. Ripper beat Lawman Williams in the 
third round of a heavyweight title tournament 
(08-11-07) 


—Diana Fonovic 


DYEHKSBURG—New Bioud Wrestling at NBW 
Avena. Crazy Train beat Gunner Thompson, 
The Sicilian Kid, and E.Z. Ryder in a four- 
orners match Team X (Gryffon & 
Phoenix) & Lil’ Tim Alfonzo beat Black 
Label Society (Void & Robbie Douglas) & 
Tommy Boy when Alfonzo pinned Tommy .. 
Jeremy Moore beat Mark Justice when Kilo 
interfered .. High Risk champ J.R. Manson 
beat Tank when Tim Edwards interfered .. 
Heavyweight champ Tim Edwards beat Zane 
Richards. Alex Krisis beat Kilo by countout 
when Mark Justice interfered. 
(08-04:07) 
-Tim L. Robertson 


JACKSON—Tenessee — Independent 
Wrestliig Federation al True Force Arena: 
Moondog Rex beat Johnny Thunder to 
advance in a regional title tourmament ... Law 
& Order and Big Boy Bob & Chico Mendoza 
fought to a no-contest ... Overkill pinned 
Kraven Hunter ... Waycool pinned Azreal 
Jennifer Justice pinned Brianna Starr by 
pinfall after P.K Ripper pinned Steven 
Rampage to advance in the regional title tour- 
nament 
(08-04-07) 

—Lee Haley 
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LEXINGTON—Tennessee Independent 
Wrestling Federation at the National Guard 
Armory: TV champ Spyder beat Johnny 
Thunder ... Waycool pinned Azreal ... 
Weasel won by DQ over Dre Black when 
Chico Mendoza interfered ... Brianna Starr 
pinned Jennifer Justice ... Steven 
Rampage pinned P.K. Ripper ... Law & 
Order won by DQ over The Big Boys when 
Big Boy Bob used a chair on Lawman 
Williams. 
(08-03-07) 

—tLee Haley 


SAN ANTONIO—Anarchy Championship 
Wrestling at the Venue: Julio Garza beat 
Awesome Andy ... Tony Morales beat 
Nathan Sinn by pinfall ... Shawn Vexx beat 
Kris Katera ... Rachel Summerlyn beat 
Jason Gore and Marco Rivera in an elimi- 
nation match ... Hardcore champ Jacob 
Ladder beat Ricky Rhodes ... Rexx Reed 
beat Massive ... Double Trouble beat 2 
Young Punks ... J.T. LaMotta beat Matt 
Sydal ... Mike Dell, Rory Fox, & Gregory 
Symonds beat heavyweight champ Jerry 
Lynn, Showtime Summers, and Darin 
Childs via pinfall. 
(08-05-07) 

—Darin Childs 


ARLINGTON—Professional Championship 
Wrestling Full Throttle at PCW Arena: 
Canyon beat Jerome Daniels ... Diamond 
Dave beat Andy Dalton by DQ ... Mike 
Foxx beat Robert Evans ... Wally 
Darkmon beat Thomas, Chris, Steven, & 
Larry Bussey in a handicap match 
James Johnson beat TV champ Colossus 
to win the belt ... Apocalypse and Mace 
Malone went to a no-contest. 
(08-04-07) 

—Rob Moore 


HUMBLE—Texas All-Star Wrestling from the 
TASW Arena: In first-round tournament match 
ups for the cruiserweight championship, Dylan 
Starr beat Rocco Carmanooch and Nasty 
Nick Daniels won by forfeit over Riley Burke 
. Bones and Scoby Gober successfully 
defended the tag team title against The 
Gimps ... Mr. Mayhem beat T-Bone ... Ina 
loser-leaves-TASW match, Bobby 2Badd 
beat Bubba Lee Travis ... T-Bone won a 
hardcore rules battle royal. 
(08-04-07) 
—Mike Garcia 


SALT LAKE CITY—NWA Pro/Ultra Cham- 
pionship Wrestling-Zero “Survival Quest” at 
Centro Civico Mexicano: Radical Ricky beat 
Cassidy by DQ ... Dallas Murdock beat 
Derrick Jannetty ... Tristan Gallo beat 
heavyweight champ Validus to win the title 
Los Mochis (Paco & Damien) beat Kaos & 
Khan Kussion ... Alex Brady beat X champ 
Jeff Orcut, Kid Cade, Chip, and Junior X in 
a five-way elimination match to win the title .. 
Guerrero Azteca beat Blitz ... Commis- 
sioner Mike & Marty Jannetty beat CEO 
Stevie Slick & Devan Payne. 
(08-03-07) 

—Cameron Nielsen 


BURLINGTON—Smackdown/ECW at the 
Memorial Auditorium: Matt Hardy beat 
Finlay ... Mark Henry beat Eugene . 
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This isn’t something that’s seen in wrestling very often. Following Raw World cham- 


pion John Cena’s pinfall over Bobby Lashley, the Marine and the Army sergeant 


shook hands as only gentlemen know how. 


Jimmy Wang Yang beat Jamie Noble ... 
‘Smackdown World tag team champs Deuce 
& Domino beat The Major Brothers ... Big 
Daddy V beat Little Guido ... Tommy 
Dreamer & Stevie Richards beat John 
Morrison & Kevin Thorn ... Rey Mysterio 
Jr. pinned Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Batista 
beat Smackdown World champ The Great 
Khali by DQ .... Mysterio & Batista beat Khali 
& Finlay. 
(08-05-07) 

—Dan Murphy 


NUTTER FORT—Mason Dixon Wrestling at 
the Blackberry Festival: Tommy Hawk 
pinned Chico Guano ... Thrillbilly Ox beat 
Rock Parsons ... Johnny Blast & Joe E. 
Rage beat Devin Davis & Bobby Shields 

Nevaeh beat Sin-D ... Scotty McKeever 
beat Punchy McGee ... The Stro beat 


Zubov Punchy McGee won the 
“Blackberry Rumble.” 
(08-04-07) 

—Taylor Cates 


WHEELING—WWE Raw at the WesBanco 
Arena: Jim Duggan beat Sylvan ... William 
Regal pinned Super Crazy ... Daivari beat 
Aaron Stevens ... Raw World tag team 
champs Lance Cade & Trevor Murdoch 
beat The Highlanders ... Women’s champ 
Candice Michelle pinned Jillian Hall ... 
King Booker beat Cody Rhodes ... 
Intercontinental champ Umaga pinned 
Santino Marella ... Raw World champ John 
Cena beat Randy Orton. 
(08-04-07) 

—Willie Springs 


HUNTINGTON—WWE Raw at the Big 
Sandy Superstore Arena: Cody Rhodes 
beat Daivari ... William Regal beat Super 
Crazy ... Jim Duggan beat Sylvan ... Raw 
World tag team champs Lance Cade & 
Trevor Murdoch beat The Highlanders .... 
Women's champ Candice Michelle beat 
Jillian Hall ... Intercontinental champ 
Umaga beat Santino Marella ... King 


Booker beat Jerry Lawler ... Raw World 
champ John Cena pinned Randy Orton. 
(08-03-07) 


—Lucy Howe 


|_| INTERNATIONA 


PERTH—WWE Smackdown/ECW at the 
Burswood Dome: Ric Flair beat Chris 
Masters ... Victoria beat Michelle McCool 
. Smackdown World tag team champs 
Deuce & Domino beat Brian & Brett Major 
. Kane pinned Finlay ... Elijah Burke beat 
Stevie Richards ... Rey Mysterio Jr. 
pinned Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... ECW champ 
John Morrison beat Tommy Dreamer ... 
Batista & Kane beat The Great Khali & 
Finlay. 
(07-29-07) 
—vason Conlan 


BRANTFORD, ONTARIO—Pure Wrestling 
Association at J's Place: Lak Sadartha beat 
Rip Impact by pinfall ... David Wood beat 
Jeff Black by pinfall ... Sean Ball beat 
Scotty O'Shea by pinfall ... Paul Wright 
beat Michael Rollins by pinfall ... Easy E. & 
Buck 10 beat Jessy Jones & Eddie 
Osbourne by pinfall 
(08-04-07) 

—Devin Cutting 


SINGAPORE—WWE Smackdown/ECW at 
the Singapore Indoor Stadium: Ric Flair beat 
Chris Masters ... Smackdown World tag 
team champs Deuce & Domino beat The 
Major Brothers ... Michelle McCool pinned 
Victoria ... Elijah Burke beat Stevie 
Richards ... Kane pinned Finlay ... ECW 
champ John Morrison beat Tommy 
Dreamer ... Rey Mysterio Jr. pinned Chavo 
Guerrero Jr. ... Batista & Kane beat The 
Great Khali and Finlay. 
(07-28-07) 

—Chajay Mujibur 
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From the Fall 1996 issue of Wrestle America 


By Dave Rosenbaum 

Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 
FTER A HARD-FOUGHT vic- 
tory over The Gangstas in 
yet another grueling match, 


ECW tag team champions The 
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Eliminators—John Kronus and 
Perry Saturn—sat down in the 
trainer's room and were asked 
about their future. 

“If we can't get rid of these 
guys, there won't be any future,” 
Kronus snapped. “I don’t mean 
beat ’em, | mean put ‘em out!” 

Saturn turned to Kronus and 


“Ti We Cant 
Eliminate 
The 
Gangstas, 
Well 
Eliminate 
Ourselves!” 


Nobody asked them, but they 
told us anyway. The 
Eliminators have set themselves 


up for the ultimate challenge 
... and a possible ECW feud 


nodded his head in affirmation, as 
if they had discussed this before 
and were now making it public. 

“If we can’t eliminate The 
Gangstas,” Saturn vowed, “we'll 
eliminate ourselves!” 

“But you've already beaten 
them several times,” a reporter 
pointed out. 

Kronus stood up, put his hands 
on his hips, and said in his deep- 
est voice, “What did | just say? | 
said we're not talking about beat- 
ing them. We're talking about 
eliminating them. We want them 
gone, out of wrestling, out of life, if 


that’s possible. We want it so they 
can never come back.” 

A few followup questions tip- 
toed around whether The Elim- 
inators would retire if they couldn't 
retire The Gangstas. 

“Let me see if we can put this 
into plain English,” Saturn said. “If 
we don't retire them, we retire our- 
selves. If we can’t destroy those 
loudmouthed punks, then we don’t 
deserve to wrestle as The 
Eliminators. Maybe it'll be time for 
us to beat the hell out of each 
other for a change. That way we 
can find out who the weak link is.” 

This isn’t the first time a wrestler 
has vowed to do something drastic 
if he couldn't beat an opponent he 
perceived as inferior. Three years 
ago, Ric Flair promised to retire if 
he couldn't beat Big Van Vader at 
Starrcade, then was forced to 
retire after losing to Hulk Hogan. 

Whether they’re laying down 
the gauntlet, trying to motivate 
themselves, or simply berating an 
opponent, The Eliminators have 
clearly put their reputations on the 
line with their on-the-record, now- 


published statements. And it might 
be the biggest mistake of their 
careers, because now The Gang- 
stas are angry and motivated. 
“They said that?” said Gangsta 


John Kronus goes gang- 
busters on The Gangstas 
in this wild tag team brawl 
in Philadelphia as his 
partner, Perry Saturn, 
crawls along the mat. 
First, he nails New Jack 
| with a spinning heel kick 
(left), and then he hits 
Mustafa Saed with the 
same move (above). 


Mustafa Saed, who at 6'1", 244 
pounds, is a scary sight when he gets 
angry. “Let me tell you something: 
Those Eliminators aren't gonna elimi- 
nate nobody except themselves. If 


Kronus bashes New Jack in the head with a trash can lid, the turning point that 
truly caused blood to flow. The Eliminators swore they would put The Gangstas out 
of wrestling ... or fight each other into oblivion! 


4 NOVEMBER/2007 4 139 


| _|Wrestle America ratin 


WCW World Title 


1. The Giant (champion) 
2. Sting 

3. Lex Luger 

4. Ric: Flair 

5. Randy Savage 
6. Arn Anderson 

7. Dallas Page 

8, Lord Steven Regal 
9. John Tenta 

10. Big Bubba 


WCW World Tag Team Title 
1. Harlem Heat (champions) 

2. Lex Luger & Sting 

3, The Steiners 

4. The Nasty Boys 

5. Public Enemy 


WWE World 
. Shawn Michaels (champion) 
. Davey Boy Smith 
. Steve Austin 
|. The Ultimate Warrior 
. Big Van Vader 
. Mankind 
. The Undertaker 
|. Goldust 
. Owen Hart 
10. Savio Vega 


WWF World Tag Team Title 
1, The Smokin’ Gunns (champions) 
2. The Godwinns 

3. The Bodydonnas 

4. The New Rockers 

5. The Bushwhackers 


ECW Heavyweight Title 
1. Raven (champion) 
2. Chris Jericho 
3. The Sandman 
4. Shane Douglas 
5. Sabu 

6. Rob Van Dam 
7. Tommy Dreamer 
8. Taz 

9. Brian Lee 

10. Terry Gordy 
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they think we're 
some kind of pan- 
sies that are just 
gonna shrivel up 
and go away, they're 
crazy. They're just 
fooling themselves.” 
New Jack, the 
smaller but angrier 
man in the duo, said 
The Eliminators “are 
just signing their 
own death warrant. 
The wrestling world 
better start getting 
used to life without 
The Eliminators.” 
Who knows what 
motivated The Elim- 
inators to make 
such unsolicited, in- 
cendiary remarks 
(they can’t blame 
i the press on this 


one). Perhaps they 
were feeling good 
after a series of im- 
pressive victories 
over The Gangstas 
and felt comfortable 
that their relatively 


New Jack's face Is a crimson mask as Kronus chokes him with [0nd ECW tag team 
a piece of wood. It's hard to believe that Kronus and New Jack title reign—they 
would later unite and win the ECW tag team title after Saturn. won the belts from 
departed for WCW and Saed returned to the indy circuit. 


The Eliminators, 
who reigned for 
most of 1996 and 
the first part of 
1997, were the most 
dominant pair of 
ECW tag team 
champions of the 
pre-Dudley era. 
Kronus’ death in 
July “had to hit 
Saturn particularly 
i hard. 


Cactus Jack and Mikey Whipwreck 
on February 3, 1996—would contin- 
ue unchallenged. 

They obviously failed to realize 
that Saed and Jack, though fan 
favorites, are angry, street-smart 
individuals who have fought from 
behind to win other feuds. 

Eliminate The Gangstas? The 
Eliminators will be fortunate to get 
out of this feud with those ECW 
tag belts still wrapped around 
their waists. 

“You just don't say things like 
that, even if you're thinking it,” 
said ECW fan favorite Tommy 
Dreamer, an ally of The Gang- 
stas. “There was no reason to go 
on the record with that, unless 
they wanted to incite The 
Gangstas, and why would they 
want to do that? The one rule in 
this sport is that you don’t do any- 
thing to get your opponent angrier 
or give him added incentive. Right 
now, | wouldn’t be surprised to 
see The Gangstas come back to 
win the belts. 

“If The Eliminators are true to 
their word, I'm pretty sure we've 
seen the end of this tag team.” 

Supremely confident, Kronus 
and Saturn aren’t packing their 
bags just yet. 

“Me and John came to this 
agreement,” Saturn said. “We're 
either good enough as a tag team 
or we're not good enough. We plan 
to dominate, and if we’re gonna do 
that, it’s gonna have to be in big 
style. The bottom line is that we 
don’t think nothing of The 
Gangstas, so we might as well put 
some action behind our words.” 

Said Kronus, puffing out his 
chest: “Believe me, we're not 
going anywhere. The Gangstas 
are dead meat.” 

Saed and Jack say The El- 
iminators’ vow has given them 
something new to look forward to. 

“I'm looking forward to seeing 
them kick the crap out of each 
other,” Saed said. “l won't even 
care who wins.” 

“And don’t forget,” Jack said. 
“Leave the belts for us!” oO 


Wrestle America, Fall 1996 


The Cover: 


Fear The Rack: 


Million-Dollar Rattlesnake; 


A Heartbreaking Retrospective: 
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| am a longtime fan of Chris Benoit. 
Benoit was one of those guys in 
wrestling that you could tell how pas- 
sionate he felt about the business. It 


showed in his work. He was a 
wrestler first and a sports enter- 
tainer second. The way he 


adapted to various styles and |} 


opponents in the ring gave fans 
some of the most exciting 
matches ever. He commanded 
respect and took care of his 
peers in that squared circle. I've 
never seen a boring Benoit 
match. | always saw the 5'10”, 
225-pound “Rabid Wolverine” 
give 100 percent inside the ring 
no matter if he was having a bad 
day or if he was sick. That's 
what wresiling meant to him. He 
wanted the fans to appreciate 
wrestling. | respect your trade, 
Benoit, and the path that you set 
for the younger guys breaking 
into the business. 

CLARENCE PRESTER 

junie2629@yahoo.com 


| was very sad to hear about 
the death of Chris Benoit and 
his family. At first, | did not want 
to believe that it was a 
murder/suicide, as authorities 
said, but this sort of thing 
seems to be happening more 
and more in society in general. 
Sports—especially wrestling—is 
not an easy career to maintain, 
and, while | do not support the 
use of steroids, | understand 
why many athletes use them. 
However, now we can see the 
horrific side effects that result 


from steroids. No world title or leg- 
endary status is worth murdering any- 
one or killing yourself, and | hope this 
tragedy serves as a lesson to all of the 
other wrestlers. 


TNA executives have gotten a lot of criticism for some 
of their recent decisions, but they were wise to keep 
Rhino on the payroll. According to reader Dan Tiffin, 
TNA gives Rhino a better outlet to be authentic than the 
new ECW would have. 


If you haven't been an America’s Most Wanted fan in the past, now may be the time to rediscov- 
er Chris Harris and James Storm, according to New Brunswick's Lucas Smith. Since the pair 
split up, they have provided some of TNA's most intriguing bouts. 


While no one willingly admits to 
using steroids, we all know they 
are a big part of every sport and 
the reason many milestones are 
accomplished. As a fan, | have a 
question for every professional 
wrestler out there busting their 
rears—while using steroids—to 
entertain us. Is destroying your 
health, family, and future worth 
entertaining me? 

REY SIFUENTES JR. 
rataman2@yahoo.com 


[Editor's note: The tragedy 
involving Chris and Nancy Benoit, 
and their son, Daniel, have stirred 
raw emotions in every wrestling 
insider and every fan. Be sure to 
look for our special coverage of the 
Benoit fallout in the Volume 18, 
2007, issue of The Wrestler/Inside 
Wrestling, which will be on news- 
stands October 2.] 


| have often been frustrated by 
men who call themselves champi- 


ons, but lack the courage that word 
implies. Such is not the case with 
the warrior we call Rhino! Thank 
you ,TNA, for giving Rhino a chance 
that the new ECW was never going 
to give him ... the chance to be real! 

DAN TIFFIN 

Modesto, CA 


Concerning a letter written by 
Denise Carter in the September 
2007 issue of PWI, | cannot disagree 
more. Edge did not save Smack- 
down; he enhanced the brand and 
himself by making the jump. Raw 
had too many names and too much 
politics for him to make it back to the 
top. Unfortunately, Edge did not last 
long as World champion, thanks to 
an injury. 

However, Smackdown—not 
“Crapdown”—had plenty of talent 
and great wrestling, better than Raw 
and ECW. Paul London, Brian 
Kendrick, Matt Hardy, Gregory 
Helms, Ken Kennedy, King Booker, 
and Chris Benoit made Smackdown 


the top WWE brand. Once 
again, Smackdown outshines 
Raw and all of the healthy top 
talent of Smackdown got shuf- 
fled off to other shows. 
MATT LEWINSKI 
dxhbk_hhh@yahoo.com 


Over the past few months, | 

have been impressed by two 
men in TNA that | couldn't stand 
for the past five years. Since 
TNA's inception in 2002, | had 
always hated watching Amer- 
ica’s Most Wanted (Chris Harris 
and James Storm). AMW just 
didn’t cut it for me. | found them 
hard to watch. Then they broke 
up and their first in-ring battle 
was a blindfold match, which 
was so horrendous it made the 
old Diesel vs. Mabel matches 
seem like five-star contests. But 
then, one month later at 
Sacrifice, the two former com- 
rades delivered, in my opinion, 
2007's Match of the Year: a 
Texas death match. 
When you can say you stole the 
show at a TNA pay-per-view, 
you've really accomplished some- 
thing, and | figured Harris and 
Storm would never, ever be capa- 
ble of doing that. Then came the 
rematch on Impact. In that match, 
they cemented themselves as 
superstars. Any thoughts of the 
Sacrifice match being a fluke were 
washed away when they produced 
one of the best matches /mpact 
has ever seen. When the match 
went to a no-contest, | figured | 
was all set to witness another epic 
encounter at Slammiversary, but it 
never took place. 

The former allies have come a 
long way since their days as R&B 
Security back in WCW. Chris 
Harris and James Storm are now 
legit main-eventers, battling stars 
such as Rhino and Christian Cage. 
McMahon, you let them slip away 
in 2001, and, as James would say, 
“Sorry ‘bout you damn luck.” 

LUCAS SMITH 
Bay du Vin, New Brunswick [1 
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___| PW official ratings 


For ner 


JOHN CENA 

260, West Newbury, MA 

(1) Rew World champion _ 
KURT ANGLE 

233, Pittsburgh, PA 
45) TNA World champion 
THE GREAT KHALI 

408, Bombay, India 

{-) Smackdown World champion 
JOHN MORRISON 

204, Hanover, WV 

{+1 ECW champion 

TAKESHI MORISHIMA 

297, Tokyo, Japan 

(4) Ring of Honor champion 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 

228, Ashikaga, Japan 
{9) GHC heavyweight champion 
MINORU SUZUKI 

220, Yokohama, Japan 

{6) All Japan Triple Crown champion 
RANDY ORTON 

245, St. Louis, MO 

(+) No. 1 contender: Raw World title 
C.M. PUNK 

210, Chicago, I 

ic) No. 1 contender: ECW title 
BATISTA 

318, Washington, DC 

18) No. 1 contender: SD World title 


Randy Orton 


LANCE CADE & TREVOR MURDOCH 
Combined weight: 522 pounds 

(2) Raw World tag team champions 

DEUCE & DOMINO 

Combined weight: 497 pounds 

1) Smackdown World tag team champions 
PAUL LONDON & BRIAN KENDRICK 
Combined weight: 380 pounds 

5) No. 1 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
TEAM 3D 

Combined weight: 521 pounds 

[4) No. 1 contenders: TNA World tag team title 
JAY & MARK BRISCOE 

Combined weight: 385 pounds 

9) Ring of Honor tag team champions 
SHELTON BENJAMIN & CHARLIE HAAS 
Combined weight: 4 
10) No. 2 contend 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 533 pounds 

[-) No. 2 contenders: TNA World tag team title 
TJ. DALTON & JAMIN OLIVENCIA 
Combined weight: 455 pounds 
(-] OVW Southern tag team champions 
HOMICIDE & HERNANDEZ 
Combined weight: 495 pounds 
(8) No. 3 contenders: TNA World tag team title 
GIANT BERNARD & TRAVIS TOMKO 
Combined weight: 645 pounds 
(7) IWGP International tag team champions 


Raw World Champion: 
JOHN CENA 
(C) 260, West Newbury, MA 
1—RANDY ORTON 
(1) 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—UMAGA 
(8) 348, Isle of Samoa 
3—CARLITO 
(5) 220, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
4—BOBBY LASHLEY 
(6) 255, Topeka, KS 
‘S——SANTINO MARELLA 
(2) 255, Calabria, aly 
G—KEN KENNEDY 
} 246, Green Bay, WI 
7—WILLIAM REGAL 
235, Blackpool, England 
8—THE SANDMAN 
} 244, Sandy, UT 
9—SNITSKY 
1) 310, Nesquehoning, PA 
10—CODY RHODES 
232, Charlotte, NC 
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Smackdown World Champion 
THE GREAT KHALI 
408, Bombay, India 
1—BATISTA 
(1) 318, Woshingion, DC 
2—MP 
(2) 252, Miami, FL 
3—MATT HARDY 
(5) 213, Cameron, NC 
4—KANE 
(6) 326, St. Lovis, MO 
S—FINLAY 
(4) 230, Belfast, Ireland 
G—RIC FLAIR 
243, Charlotte, NC 
‘7—CHRIS MASTERS 
270, Santa Monica, CA 
8—MIARK HENRY 
(5) 372, Silsbee, TX 
S—DAVE TAYLOR 
256, Yorkshire, England 
10—JIMMY WANG YANG 
(9) 205, Austell, GA 


ECW Champion: TINA World Champion: 
JOHN MORRISON KURT ANGLE 
204, Honover, WV (1) 233, Pitsburgh, PA 
1—C.M. PUNK 1—ABYSS 
(5) 210, Chicago, IL 4) 295, parts unknown 
2—THE BOOGEYMAN 2—SAMOA JOE 
255, paris unknown (5) 270, Isle of Samoa 
3—MARCUS COR VON 3—CHRISTIAN CAGE 


(3) 275, Saginaw, Ml 
4—STEVIE RICHARDS 
) 225, Philadelphia, PA 


5—ELUAH BURKE 

(4) 230, Jacksonville, FL 
G—KEVIN THORN 

(7) 270, Memphis, TN 
7 —MATT STRIKER 

(8) 215, Bayside, NY 
8—THE MIZ 

(210, Parma, OH 
S—MAHONEY 

(10) 361, Nutley, NU 


10—TOMMY DREAMER 
(9) 265, Yonkers, NY 


(2) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
4—STING 

(3) 255, Venice Beach, CA 
5—IAY LETHAL 

(8) 192, Elizabeth, NJ 
6—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 

(6) 210, los Angeles, CA 
7 —CHRIS SABIN 

(4) 207, Detroit, Ml 
8—JAMES STORM 

4) 229, Franklin, TN 
9—SENSHI 

}) 170, Brooklyn, NY 

10—RHINO 
(7) 275, Detroit, MI 


ACCLAIMED WRESTLING ENTITY: Champion—Scott Fowler; 1— 
Patrick Brink; 2—Ruckus; 3—Sonjay Dutt; 4—Bobby Shields; 5—C.A. 
Elliott; 6—Bruce Maxwell; 7—T.J. Cannon; 8—Petey Williams; 9—Bill 
Bain; 10—Kage. 


APPALACHIAN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Shawn 
Christopher; 1—Billy Maverick; 2—Tiny Tim; 3—Jamie Baker; 4—Wes 
Lynch; 5—Gorgeous J.C; 6—Allen Lynch; 7—Ricky Morton; 8—Justin 
Grunge; 9—Scotty Ray; 10—Zodiac. 


CHAMPIONSHIP PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Jake Davis; 1—Leslie 
Leatherman; 2—Shane Shadows; 3—Hyjinx; 4—Bobby Eaton; 5—Bill 
Bain; 6-—Bobby Shields; 7—Brad Thomas; 8—Brian Johnson; 9— 
Switchblade; 10—Johnny Graham. 


COMPOUND PRO WRESTLING: Champion—AWOL; 1—Justin Lee; 2— 
Romero Contreras; 3—Canadian Red Devil: 4—Anthony Jackson; 5—Brian 
Lakewood; 6-—Tim Rockwell; 7—Bernard Funk; 3H Super Colibri; 9— 
Mr. Mike York; 10—Shane Morbid. 


HARDCORE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—American 
Eagle; 1—Billy Maverick; 2—J.R. Roc; 3—Shawn Christopher; 4—Jamie 
Baker; 5—Ric Gunner; 6—Mike Winters; 7—Zodiak; 8—Chosen One; 9— 
Thomas Lotion; 10—Johnny Jordon. 


IMPACT ZONE WRESTLING: Champion—Michael Barry; 1—Mitch W. 


Christian York; 4—Ax| Rotten; rae Cicero; 6—Joseph Brooks; 7—C.A. Elliott; 
8—Jane; 9—Bobby Shields; 10—Chucky Wynn, 


MID-SOUTH WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Brad Michaels; 1— 
John O'Malley; 2—Bad Boy; 3—Tyler Bateman; 4—Aaron Neil; 5—Outlaw; 
6—3rd Rail; 7—Tyson James; 8—Cody Jones; 9—Draven Cross; 10— 
Bernie Donderwitz. 


MWA PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Blade; 1—Richard Reynolds; 2— 
Eric Fantabulous; 3—Cowboy Troy Hansen; 4—Austin Storm; 5—Vash 
Heartly; 6—Tommy Snow; 7—Pinky Lerove; 8—Zac James; 9—Hype Gotti; 
10—Sean Christian. 


RIVER CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Masada; 1—Scott McKenzie; 2— 
Ikaika; 3—Sicodelico Jr.; 4—Rory Fox; 5—Don Juan; 6—Chris Marval; 
7—Mike Dell; 8—Andy Dalton; 9—Joey Spector; 10—Marty Cone. 


TEXAS ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Champion—ZenZen 1—Bubba Lee 
Travis; 2—Bobby 2Badd; 3—Scoby Gober; 4—E! Dragon Rapido; 5—Dylan 
Starr; 6-—Chip Dumas; 7—Spider Boy; 8—Riley Burke; 9—Rocco 
Carmanooch; 10—Mr. Mayhem. 


UNIVERSAL WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—D. Money; 1— 
Prince al-Farat; 2—Montego Seeka; 3—Thug Nasty; Tee Trump; 

Joe Herell; 6—Jerry Bostic; 7—Javi Hernandez; 8—Dane Griffin; 9— 
Bundy; 10—Les Mayne. 


Carter; 2—Kenny Campbell; 3—Jo! 


Thomas Rumsfeld; 6—Brandon Bis! 
Donderwitz; 9—Aaron Neil; 10—Outl 


KYDA PRO: Champion—Prince Malik; 


n O'Malley; 4—Tyler Bateman; 5— 
hop; 7—Brad Michaels; 8—Bernie 
law. 


1—John Kermon; 2—Bazooka Joe; 3— 


WORLD REVOLUTIONS ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—John Deaton; 
1—Nugene Ledbetter Jr.; 2—Randy Deaton; 3—Josh La Rue; 4—Mike 
Valentine; 5—Rocky Gilmore; 6—Bonzz; 7—Brandon Groom; 8—Summer 


Rain; 9—Angel Rye; 10—Plowboy. 


ROH Champion: OVW Champion: 
TAKESHI MORISHIMA MIKE KRUEL 

(C) 297, Tokyo, Japan (4) 210, New York, NY 

1 — DELIRIOUS 1 —VLADIMIR KOZLOV 


(4) 192, parts unknown 
2—BRENT ALBRIGHT 
(1) 230, Bayside, CA 


(8) 310, Moscow, Russia 
2—PAUL BIRCHALL 
(1) 281, Surrey, England 


3—RODERICK STRONG 3—SHAWN SPEARS 

(2) 205, Tampo, FL (3) 235, louisville, KY 
4—IJACK EVANS 4—AARON STEVENS 

165, Parkland, WA (2) 237, Boston, MA 
‘S—ECLAUDIO CASTAGNOLI 5—IJAY BRADLEY 

(10) 238, Schaffhausen, Switz. (C) 272, Downers Grove, ll 
6G —NIGEL MCGUINNESS 6—COLT CABANA 


(3) 220, London, England 
7— CHRIS HERO 

240, Dayion, OH 
8—BRYAN DANIELSON 

(8) 185, Aberdeen, WA 
S—WMIKE QUACKENBUSH 

[+] 191, West lawn, PA 

10—MATT SYDAL 
(5) 177, St. louis, MO 


235, Chicago, It 

7 —CHET THE JET 
(5) 230, Buffalo, NY 

8 —STEVE LEWINGTON 
225, Wokingham, England 

9 —JOHNNY JETER 
(6) 224, San Diego, CA 

10 —JACOB DUNCAN 
(9) 335, louisville, KY 


1—MNITSUHARU MISAWA 


(2) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 


GHC heavyweight champion 
2—MINORU SUZUKI 

(31 220, Yokohama, Japan 1—misTico : 

All Japan Triple Crown champion] (1) 177, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—KENSUKE SASAKI 2—MIR. AGUILA 


() 251, Tokyo, Japan 
4—YUII NAGATA 
(3) 228, Tokyo, Japan 


185, Tijuana, Mexico 
3—EL HUJO DEL SANTO 
(2) 180, Tulacingo, Mexico 


IWGP heavyweight champion 4—CIBERNETICO 
5—CIMA (3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 

() 176, Sakai City, Japan ‘S—ULTIMO GUERRERO 

Open the Dream Gate champion 210, Gomez Palacio, Mexico 
6—GENICHIRO TENRYU G—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 

235, Tokyo, Japan (5) 200, Zacatecas, Mexico 
7—YOSHIHIRO TAJIRI 7—NEGRO CASAS 

1213, Tokyo, Japan (8) 185, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—KEUI MUTO 8—DR. WAGNER JR. 

4) 245, Yamanishi, Jopan (6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—IJUSHIN LIGER 9—LA PARK 

(9) 208, Hirashima, Japan (9) 235, Torreon, Mexico 

10—TIGER MASK IV 10—ATLANTIS 


4.170, Uruyasu, Jopan 


(4) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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ILLUSTRATED 


Hosted by Kevin McElvaney 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling IMustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
Hit happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
am= the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


IDATED EVERY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY AND AFTER PAY-PER-V 


call now! 
1-:300-226-4PwWI 


‘This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial/phones. 


*Cost|per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


5913/08-06 


FROM ZERO TO HERO|(a CASTAGNOLN) 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
OUR FREE WEEKLY 
PODCAST AT 
= CHIKARAPODCAST.COM aoe 


CATCH US L/VE AND 
VISIT US ONLINE AT 
N CHIKARAPRO.COM 


ue 


* “BEST 4 


1 ©) Lil, 


LOOK FOR OUR 
NEW DVD COMING TO 
A STORE NEAR YOL/ 
NOVEMBER 6TH! 


CHIKARAPRO.COM 


